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Preface

Social networks are ubiquitous. This book is a hand-holding guide to setting up

a social network using the Joomla! application. It walks the reader through the
process of setting up a social network using Joomla! extensions such as JomSocial,
and alternatives such as Community Builder and the jSocialSuite. Also, it illustrates
how to integrate other social networks, such as Facebook and Twitter, into a
Joomla!-driven social network.

What this book covers

Chapter 1, Not Another Social Networking Site gives an overview of social networks,
and introduces us to JomSocial, a Joomla! social networking extension. It walks us
through a quick installation of Joomla! as the first step for installing JomSocial.

Chapter 2, JomSocial: Setup and Configuration guides the reader through the
following tasks: changing the Joomla! template in preparation for the installation
of the JomSocial component; the installation of the JomSocial component, and
associated modules and plugins; and determining the initial front-end layout
and features of our social networking system.

Chapter 3, Remote Installation and Managing User Profiles takes us through the
process of migrating our site from a local machine to a remote server using the
Akeeba Backup system. We then start the customization of our social network
by setting our default user profiles and privacy features.

Chapter 4, Making Connections with Users and Friends explains how to start
making connections within our social network by creating test users, and
making connections with other users within the network. It outlines how
the messaging system functions as a tool for making connections.
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Preface

Chapter 5, Creating Content and Sharing Activities illustrates how to create content for
our site in order to attract users. It details us how to extend our social network to
include a listing and rating system, and how to add features to user profiles. Also,
it portrays how to facilitate the sharing of multimedia content.

Chapter 6, Community Building and Interaction documents how to build and manage
groups or communities and customize community assets. For instance, it provides
information on how to change community avatar, create group content, attract
community members, and moderate communities.

Chapter 7, Customizing the JomSocial Template demonstrates how to customize the
JomSocial template by duplicating the default template and changing some of
its elements.

Chapter 8, Tips and Tricks discusses various tricks that can be used to simplify the user
interface. It identifies some code hacks that can be used to make our site adaptable

to user needs. For instance, we will make some changes to the JomSocial user profile
positions, and integrate JomSocial (our site) with Facebook and Twitter. Also, we
address issues related to Joomla! SEF (Search Engine Friendly) links, and modify

our site's PHP. ini file.

Chapter 9, Other Joomla! Social Networking Extensions discusses various Joomla! Social
networking extensions. For instance, Community Builder, JSocial Suite, Linksutra,
CBE, Tuiyo, and Odude. These extensions are to be considered as options available
to every Joomla! developer interested in setting up a Joomla!-driven social network.

What you need for this book

The following are the software tools and Joomla! extentions used in this book:
Software:

* A web authoring tool, such as Dreamweaver, Kompozer, or Nvu
* Image editing software, such as Photoshop, Fireworks, or The Gimp
e A text editor

Joomla Extensions:

* JomSocial Component Pro version
* JReviews Component

* Jlord Generator

* Akeebabackup

JCE Editor

[2]
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Preface

* Kickstart (Akeeba)

* Roketheme Quasar Template

Who this book is for

This book is for individuals or institutions desiring to develop a social network
system by using the Joomla! content management system. This book can be
used by the novice or the advanced Joomla! user. There is no need for scripting
or programming knowledge. All that is required is enthusiasm, and the
determination to implement a project.

Conventions

In this book, you will find a number of styles of text that distinguish between
different kinds of information. Here are some examples of these styles, and an
explanation of their meaning.

Code words in text are shown as follows: "We can include other contexts through the
use of the include directive."

A block of code is set as follows:

<div style="overflow: hidden; visibility: hidden;" onmouseout="joms.
toolbar.closetime ()" onmouseover="joms.toolbar.cancelclosetime()"
id="m5" >

New terms and important words are shown in bold. Words that you see on the
screen, in menus or dialog boxes for example, appear in the text like this: "Clicking
the Next button moves you to the next screen".

%j%‘\ Warnings or important notes appear in a box like this.
Q Tips and tricks appear like this.

[31]
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Preface

Reader feedback

Feedback from our readers is always welcome. Let us know what you think about
this book —what you liked or may have disliked. Reader feedback is important for
us in order to develop titles that you really get the most out of.

To send us general feedback, simply send an e-mail to feedbacke@packtpub.com,
and mention the book title in the subject of your message.

If there is a book that you need and would like to see us publish, please send us
a note via the SUGGEST A TITLE form on www . packtpub. com or send an
e-mail to suggestepacktpub.com.

If there is a topic that you have expertise in and you are interested in either writing
or contributing to a book on, see our author guide on www.packtpub.com/authors.

Customer support

Now that you are the proud owner of a Packt book, we have a number of things to
help you to get the most from your purchase.

Errata

Although we have taken every care to ensure the accuracy of our content, mistakes
do happen. If you find a mistake in one of our books —maybe a mistake in the text
or the code—we would be grateful if you would report this to us. By doing so, you
can save other readers from frustration, and help us to improve subsequent versions
of this book. If you find any errata, please report them by visiting http: //www.
packtpub.com/support, selecting your book, clicking on the let us know link, and
entering the details of your errata. Once your errata are verified, your submission
will be accepted, and the errata will be uploaded to our website, or added to any list
of existing errata, under the Errata section of that title. Any existing errata can be
viewed by selecting your title from http://www.packtpub. com/support.

[4]

[ PUBLISHING ]

www.EngineeringBooksPdf.com



Preface

Piracy

Piracy of copyright material on the Internet is an ongoing problem across all media.
At Packt, we take the protection of our copyright and licenses very seriously. If you
come across any illegal copies of our works, in any form, on the Internet, please
provide us with the location address or website name immediately so that we can
pursue a remedy.

Please contact us at copyright@packtpub.com with a link to the suspected
pirated material.

We appreciate your help in protecting our authors, and our ability to bring you
valuable content.

Questions

You can contact us at questionse@packtpub.com if you are having a problem with
any aspect of the book, and we will do our best to address it.

[5]
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Not Another Social
Networking Site

This chapter introduces us to JomSocial, a Joomla! social networking extension.
It covers the following;:

e An overview of social networks

¢ Why you may want to create your own social network
e Social networking principles

¢ Building social networks with JomSocial

e An overview of the JomSocial component of Joomla!

e And a quick installation of Joomla!

Overview of social networking

Just when you think online social networks are old fads, think again. In 2009, the
United States' Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) launched

a network challenge to celebrate the 40th anniversary of ARPANET, the precursor
of the Internet. On the morning of December 5, 2009, DARPA launched ten,
eight-foot red weather balloons across the United States. The idea was to determine
how information goes viral and moves through social networks, and how people
can organize themselves through online networks. The task was for people to use
online networks to find all ten weather balloons. There was a $40,000 price tag for
the winner. With over 4,000 registered teams, the race was on.

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) research team used an
incentive-based social network model to encourage people to report on their
balloon sightings, and within nine hours, all ten balloons were located. With some
help from the Facebook and Twitter networks, and with a lot of money at stake,
social networks won the day!
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Not Another Social Networking Site

This event showcased the power of social networking sites and communities. It
proved how effective and efficient online social networks can be. Over the last seven
years, we have seen the emergence of online social networks in the form of MySpace,
Facebook, Ning, and Twitter to mention just the notable ones.

MySpace (http://www.myspace . com) was established in 2003 and purchased by
News Corp in 2005, and Facebook (http://www.£facebook.com), on the other hand,
was founded in 2004. Both Facebook and MySpace were developed to primarily
facilitate information sharing through social networks. Ning (http://www.ning.
com), set up in 2005, facilitates the creation of groups or communities within

social networks. By 2006, the social networking cyberscape had evolved with

the establishment of Twitter, a social networking tool for sharing information

in snippets.

There is a growing interest among individuals, businesses, organizations, and
communication experts in learning how to set up web-based networks. Joomla! and
the JomSocial extension provide cost-effective software solutions for those interested
in setting up their own social networking site for whatever reason: business, fun, or
venturing into the world of online business startups.

Why create your own social network?

Wouldn't it be fulfilling to know how to build your own social networking site? Since
its inception, the Internet has opened up new opportunities for setting up alternate
forms of communication. Sites integrated with social networking applications

are more dynamic because social networks provide some intrinsic value for the
following reasons:

e Internet users are increasingly becoming platform-agnostic ("Introduction
to Mass Communication: Media Literacy and Culture", Baran, S. |. (2009),
McGraw-Hill Education); we do not have preferences for where we access
our media content, and social networking sites are proving to be versatile
in providing all kinds of media content.

e Social networking sites provide users with the ability to personalize the
content of their accounts.

e Social networking sites allow individuals and businesses to connect directly
to friends and customers or audiences.

e Social networks differ from regular websites in three fundamental ways:

o

Activities and content are mostly driven by users.

o

Users are expected to do things on the website —interact and
post content.

[8]
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Chapter 1

°  Users are expected to return periodically to interact
with the website. For details, refer to Applications of

usability principles on a social network (2009), Verne Hoe:
http://creativebriefing.com/applications-of-

usability-principles-on-a-social-network.

Facebook, Twitter, and MySpace are the most popular of such social networks
that are used to cater to the needs of individuals, businesses, and organizations.
However, the need to integrate social networking into personal, corporate, and
organizational websites independent of mammoth social networking sites, such as
Facebook, Twitter, and MySpace, make Joomla! and JomSocial invaluable. Also,
knowing how to set up such sites provides the opportunity for individuals and
organizations to explore innovative ways of communicating.

Principles for setting up a social
networking site

A social networking site should provide a mechanism for identity authentication. It
should have safety and privacy tools for all users. For more details, please refer to
Joint Statement on Key Principles of Social Networking Sites Safety: http://www.state.
tn.us/attorneygeneral/cases/facebook/facebookstatement .pdf.

Social networks are complex systems that need to:

¢ Engage the user quickly —the immediate user experience is essential. The
user interface has to be simple and not distracting, allowing users to add
content and change user preference settings.

¢ Generate new content through the implementation of dynamic applications.
This fosters change and interactivity.

e User profile section needs to be customizable to reflect a user's persona.
More details can be found at "3 Principles of Social Network Design", David Skul
(2007): http://www.buzzle.com/articles/3-principles-of-social-
network-design.html.

A JomSocial social networking site will allow us to do all of these things, and enable
us to set up independent social networking sites. And where necessary, JomSocial
allows a developer to seamlessly integrate content originating from other mega
social networking sites such as Facebook and Twitter into our JomSocial site.

[o]
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Not Another Social Networking Site

An overview of JomSocial

JomSocial was launched in 2007 by Slashes and Dots Sdn. Bhd., a company based

in Malaysia. The company started by developing applications for PalmOS. After

one of its products won the Palmsource Enterprise/Productivity Award in 2004,

the company began developing components for the Joomla! content management
system. The Slashes and Dots are also the developers of NiceTalk, MyBlog, JomWiki,
and JomComment.

JomSocial is a commercial Joomla! extension. According to the license agreement,
modification of the source code by developers is allowed. However, any form of
distribution requires permission from Slashes and Dots (http://www.jomsocial.
com/company/license-agreement .html).

JomSocial can be purchased through the website (http://www.jomsocial.com).
The standard version, which comes with a link back to JomSocial, is $99, and the
professional version, without the JomSocial link, is $149. You can also obtain a
trial version for $1 for 30 days, and pay for a full version after the trial period. The
product features vary based on the type of license purchased. You may visit the
JomSocial website for updated fee and license agreement information.

Building social networks with JomSocial

After a few years of development, JomSocial has become one of the leading Joomla!
social networking extensions. In May 2010, JomSocial was recognized and honored
as the best Joomla! application at the 2010 CMS Expeo. It is a fully-customizable
component, with the ability to:

e Create and manage your own profile

e Add applications to your profile

e Integrate with other third-party components

e Establish a friend system and send private e-mails to friends, invite friends to
join the network, and connect with others within the network

e Set up privacy settings for your entire profile and/or applications

¢ Integrate other notable social networking sites like Facebook, and
connect to Twitter and pull tweets from your Twitter account into
your JomSocial profile

e Create photo albums and video archives —users can also make comments
about your media

e Tag photos in your album

e Archive member activities

[10]
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Chapter 1

Through the use of integrated third-party applications for Joomla!, JomSocial can be
extended to include:

o Twitter feeds
e Blogs

e Event listing
e Forum posts
e Google ads

Another great JomSocial feature is the ability to create groups.

e Groups can have their own pages

e The owner of the group can set the membership access level (private or public)
e Group bulletins can be created

e Users can subscribe to group activity streams

JomSocial provides all of the features necessary to create a social network around
vibrant communities.

Social Networks on JomSocial

JomSocial has been adopted by several Joomla!-driven websites. It has become
the preferred social networking extension for Joomla!. The newly-designed
LINUX.COM uses it for its Linux community, as shown below:

“IINUX.cCoM

L

Home Mews Linux Community DistributionCentral Free Linux Support Directory Media Library

Home = Linux Community

By the Linux Community Members Login
Username

& Connect and expand your network

& View files and add new friends
P d

@ Share your Linux Life =

& Create your own group or join others

O Remember my details

Join Us Now, It's Free! got your passward?
Stay Connectad
y . i
Members of the Linux Community Lt
Q Q Q - ©] Q Q Q Q [ £]
O O 6 0 6 6 60 6 &L
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Not Another Social Networking Site

The gibLink website (http://www.gibLink. com) is a social networking and
marketing site that uses JomSocial for business connections and product
promotions. A sample of the gibLlink website can be seen below:

gibLink S

Glotal Internet Business Link

Home About . Advertising .. Community . News . Resources . My Account
About gibLink Advertise Your Busingss Profiles ai Hetworang Blogs, News, Réviews Education and Tools Manage Your Account
ft  Community
Get Connected! Memberzitopin
Username
@ Connect and expand your network
@ View profiles and add new friends Password
& Share your photos and videos |
@ Create your own group or join others Remember my detals
" Logn
1
JOIN US NOW, IT'S FREE! PO o
Username?
Resend activation code?
Members @ | search

Hewest | Featured | Active | Popular |

Try our Advanced Search

@ © @e| e e @ e e e e e| e
bOoBbB6BbB66B6B66B6B66
8 88H&8 888888 &
666t esasasaeaad

view All Members ( 117808 )

[12]
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Chapter 1

http://www.onlineradiostations.comis aradio station aggregator. This
website allows users to share their favorite radio stations and other interesting
facts about themselves. A sample screenshot from this website is shown below:

Members Only Privileges
Listen Live!l Over 5000 Stations
Exclusive Prizes & Monthly Draws

Newsletter & Concert Announcements

Newest | Actve | Popular

DO DO B0 DO
DO DO B0 DO
DO DO B0 DO
DO Do B0 DO
DO Do B0 DO
DO DO B0 DO
DO DO B0 DO
DO DO B0 DO
PEEN

Home Radio Staions | Members  Contact

q-=

<

Members Search Members

New photos

L

ok i 3
Rl
e
B«

a‘*ﬁ

Login

Username

Login
- PSRN

Farget Pas swold? | Register

Featured Stations
WPy
s el Jeca
i sl

£ Follow Us

f T

m FreeRadio Toolbar

R E" Radio Wigets
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Not Another Social Networking Site

http://www.backtonormandy.org is a website dedicated to D-Day. Users can share
their stories, pictures, audio clips, and videos about their memories of Normandy.
Click on the PEOPLE link from the website's home page, to see JomSocial, as shown
in the following screenshot.

VIDEO'S of INTEREST - MYy guestbook - the PEOPLE becorme MEMBER! all TRIBUTES

Get Connected! Members Login

Username
& Connect and expand your network
& View profiles and add new friends Password
& Share your photos and videos

& Create your own group or join others
@ E Grotp oF 2 O Remember my details

Forgot your ! 7

Let's get started: Joomla! Installation

Throughout this book, we will build a social networking site for mobile phone
applications. We will first build the site locally, and then migrate it to a remote host
athttp://www.kifari.com. If you already have a Joomla! 1.5.x-driven website, you
can use the steps in the subsequent chapters to extend your site by using JomSocial.

[14]
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Chapter 1

The requirements for installing Joomla! on a localhost and on a remote server of a
hosting company are similar. The minimum requirements needed for Joomla! and
JomSocial to work are:

e MySQL 4.1 or above
e Apache 1.3 (with mod_mysql, mod_xml, and mod_zlib)
e PHP 5 with:

° GD library (at least v1.8 with libjpeg)

o

Curl library

o

fsockopen

exec
°  FFMPEG

e  Werecommend that you allocate at least 64 MB of memory to PHP

For remote hosting, you need to ensure that the server environment meets the
minimum requirements for installation.

Let's set up the localhost development environment.

Setting up the localhost

To create a development environment that meets the minimum installation
requirements, we will use XAMPP. Other alternatives are EasyPhP and WAMP.
XAMPP is a free and cross platform software package containing the Apache web
server, MySQL database and Perl programming language (http://www.facebook.
com/pages/XAMPP/246915152877).

1. Gotohttp://www.apachefriends.org/en/index.html.
2. Click on XAMPP in the menu.

3. Scroll down and click on XAMPP for Windows. We will download
xampp-win32-1.7.3.exe (the latest version, at the time of writing).

M You may have to download the appropriate version
Q of XAMPP for your computer's operating system
(Mac or Linux).

4. Save the file to your desktop.

[15]
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Not Another Social Networking Site

Installing XAMPP

Before you can install the software on your computer, you will need to have
administrative privileges. Follow these steps:

1. The XAMPP download looks like the icon shown in the following image.
Click on the icon to install XAMPP.

Xarmpp-win. ..

2. Click on Run.

Open File - Security Warning
Do you want to run this file?
Mame: xampp-win32-1.7.3.exe
Publisher. Carsten Wiedmann
Tupe: Application
From: C:\Documents and SettingsiUserDeskiop

qun Cancel

Always ask before opening this file

“while files from the Intermet can be useful, this file type can
9 patentially harm pour computer. Only run zoftware from publishers
you trust, What's the rigk?

[16]
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3. Click on Install. XAMPP will create a folder on your C drive. This process
takes a few minutes.

B XAMPP for, Windows

Press Install button to start extraction.

Use Browse button to select the destination folder
from the folders tree. It can be also entered manually.

If the destination folder does not exist. it will be
created automatically before extraction.

After extraction, the setup script will be started.

To install services or start/stop the senvers, please
use the XAMPP Control Panel.

Destination folder
lm £ I Browse...

Installation progress

[ ]

l Inztall [ Cancel ]

4. After the files are extracted, the XAMPP installation wizard will open a
command window with the following messages:

o

Should I add shortcuts to the startmenu/desktop? (y/n):
Type y and press the Enter key on your keyboard.

Should I locate the XAMPP paths correctly? Should I
proceed? (y/x=exit setup): Type y and press the Enter key
on your keyboard.

Should I make a portable XAMPP without drive letters?
NOTE: you should use drive letters, if you want to use
services. With USB sticks, you must not use drive letters.
Your choice (y/n): Enter n and then press the Enter key on
your keyboard.

Allow the system to run. When done, press Enter.

The default zone is displayed. We can always change the
settings after setup.

The final message will provide us with other options to edit.
Enter x and then press Enter to close the command window.

[ PUBLISHING ]
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Keep the default selections and press the Enter key on your
s keyboard throughout the process.

XAMPP is installed. You will see an XAMPP Control Panel shortcut on the desktop.
Click on the shortcut to open the XAMPP Control Panel.

If there is no shortcut on your desktop, go through your
" Programs menu to find XAMPP. Click on it to activate it.

When the XAMPP Control Panel Application opens:

e (lick on the Start buttons next to Apache and MySql. Notice the highlighted
text Running when you click on the buttons.

& XAMPP Control Panel Application
PP
=&MPP Control Panel Shell
{Apache Friends Editian)

Modules Port-Check
= Apache  Running [ Stop ] [ adrmin ] [ Explare ]
= MySgl  Running [ Stop [ Admin ] [ SCHM ]
Clsve  Fiezill
Osve  Mereury

S Taormncat Start
HAMPP for Windows Version 1.7.3 ;
Windeows £.1 Build 2800 Platform 2 Service Pack 2
Current Directory: C:hxampp
Status Check OE
Busy. ..
Apache started
Busy. . .
MyE0L started

b

& ! .

Let's review what we just did.

We have just installed a development server on our computer. Go to your C drive
and you will see the xampp folder. Click on the folder to see all of the files that have
been installed on your machine.

[18]
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Downloading Joomila!

1. To download and save the latest full package version (1.5.x), go to the
Joomla! website (http://www.joomla.org/) and click on Download Joomla!
Open source content management system.

2. Create a folder in c: \xampp\htdocs and name it joomla. Extract the Joomla!
files to that folder. The htdocs folder is the equivalent of a www root folder,
or a public_html folder on a remote server provided by a hosting company.
The Joomla! files can be seen at: ¢ : \xampp\htdocs\joomla.

You can either use the default file extractor on your computer to
“ extract the files, or use an open source alternative, such as 7-Zip
(http://www.7-zip.org/).

Installing Joomla! on localhost

To install Joomla! locally, we need a database. Do the following to create the
database locally:

1. Go to the XAMPP Control Panel. Click on the Admin button of MySQL.
When the browser opens, type in a database name and click on Create, as
llustrated in the following screenshot. In this example, our database name
is joomlal5.

) localhost / localhost | phpMyAdmin 3.2.4 - Mozilla Firefox
Eile Edt Miew Higtory Bookmarks Yahoo! Tooks  Help

c ‘ar | A | httostflocahostiphomyadming v | Gl 2 Al
(@ Disables £ Cookies+ [ CS5+ [ Forms= ¥ Images* (@ Information ) Miscelaneous+ ' Outline [ § Resizer  Tooks~ {2
H'PMWMJH & Server: localhost -
fiDatabases JISOL ¥FStatus  [E|Variables [{[Charsets
_#@Engines &b Privileges #Processes EaExport  [Elmport
« cdcol (1)
« information_schema (28) Actions MySaL
* mysql (23)
= obmyatin ) MySQL localhost 89 sewer localhost via
* test TCPAP
Please select a database & Create iLgveridataliass &3 Server version: 5.1.41
joomlalg] » Protacol version: 10
Colla_mun - » User: root@localhost
MySQL connection collation: MySOL charset: UTF-8
utt_general_ci v @ Unicode (utf)
interface Web server

b Apaches2 214 (Win32)

= :
& Language @: DAVI2 mod_ssl2.2.14

English v OpenS5L0.9.8
rod_autoindex_colar
@ Theme / Style: [Original v PHP/5.3.1
b Nuetam ralor 2 Racor rod_apreq2-20090110/2 &
¢ >
Done . [
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2. Close the window after the database has been created.

3. Open a browser and go to http://localhost/joomla/ and press Enter.
This will take us to the Joomla! Installation wizard, at the following address:
http://localhost/joomla/installation/index.php.

) Joomla! Web Installer - Mozilla Firefox
File Edk Yiew History Bookmarks Yahoo! Tools  Hel

@ - c 4 fat |: ﬁ ttp: { Nocalhost Hoomlafinstallstioninds:., php ‘:_‘,‘:' - El' 7-2p J ‘

@) Dissbles B Cockes~ ] €55~ 5] Forms= (8] Images~ @ Informations () Miscallaneous= ./ Outina- | § Resiza~ 0 Tools {2 view Source

@ 100mlal web Installer 63 | 2 row to install Joomial with XAMER in 10... .

{ Joomlal’ Installation

Steps Choose Language Hext %

1: Language
Select Language

2:Pre-installation Check Please select the language to use during i
e Joomkal installation steps: ar-07 - Arabic - A|garia A~
: License az-AZ - Azarica (Azarbaycan dili)
be-BY - Benapyckas-be-BY
. bg-BG - Bulganan (Bvnrapcr)
BRI bn-B0 - Bengali{Bangladesh)
ca-ES - Catalan
+ FTP Configuration ce-CZ - Cesky (Czech)
da-DK - DanishiDE)
: Configuration de-0E - Deutsch (UE'CH'AT]
elGR - Greek
en-GE - English (United Eingdor
en-US - English (US)

=]

-

(5.}

-

:Finish

eo-7x - Esperanta
exES - Spanish (Ezpafiol intemacional)
et-EE - Estonian - et

fa-AF - Dari{s ssfAlghanistan}
| fa-lR - Persian, ;
e fi-Fl - Finnish (Suomi)
. fr-FR - French (Fr)
g-ES - Galician
guN - 2pgaLcl (Gujarat)
hr-HR - Croatian (HE)
hu-HL - Hungarian (Magyar)
JrkI0 - Bahasalndonesia L
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4. Go through the installation process. Under database configuration, enter the
settings as shown in the following screenshot.

Basic Settings

Database Type E—
Frene s

T This 7 usuall focaffost or a host name provided by the hosting
| localhost prowidar,
Username Thiz can be (e cefawt MSCE urarname roef, 3 usarnamea provided

Dy pow hosting providar, or ong Faf pou creafed 1 seféng uo your
dafabase sarver.

Password Ling 3 passaword For e MySQE accownt i mandatory for aite sectty.
Thiz & (Mg Fame passmiord wred fo accass pour dafabars. Thie may be
oragafinad Ay rawr Aosiing prawxigar,

Somea hosting orowiers afer onf a soaciic dafabare name par

|r|:u:|t

accouné. 5 Ehe care with pour Febup, uRe fhe prefiy aptian

Database Name b IF i i £ i £ ihe tabie prefiv opt

|jD|:|r‘r'||a'| 5| | i the Advanced Settings section baiaw fo diffarantiate mare than one
Joomial sita,

Leave the default settings for FTP, as this is just a local installation.

Enter the Site Name, Your E-mail, and Admin Password values, and select
Install Sample Data.

7. Go to c:\xampp\htdocs\joomla and delete the installation folder.
We are ready to preview our installation locally. Point your browser to
http://localhost/joomla/. Congratulations, you just installed Joomla!.

Summary

This chapter explored the importance of social networks, and why we may want
to create one. We introduced JomSocial, a Joomla! extension for creating social
networks. We wrapped up the chapter by creating a development environment
on our computer and then installing Joomla!.

All aboard! Let's build a social networking site!

[21]
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JomSocial:
Setup and Configuration

In the last chapter, we gained an insightful background of social networking as a
communication phenomenon. We also learned how to install Joomla! locally on

a computer. Our next step is to plan our social network. Our goal is to develop a
website for reviewing cell phone apps. Users of our site will be able to list, review,
rate, and recommend cell phone apps. Also, they will be able to upload informational
and instructional multimedia content about apps.

In order to build our apps review site, we will install and configure the JomSocial
component, and related modules and plugins.

In this chapter, we will perform the following tasks:

e Change our Joomla! template

o Install the JomSocial component, and associated modules and plugins
e Configure JomSocial through the component's administrator back-end
e Create a link to the social network (JomSocial) within Joomla!

e Determine the front-end layout and features of the social
networking system

Changing the Joomla! template

Our current site on the development server is a basic installation of Joomla!
populated with sample content. We will begin by removing the sample content from
our site. Please refer to "Joomla! 1.5: Beginner's guide", Eric Tiggeler, Packt Publishing
for information on how to disable front-page content. If we already have content on
our site, we may want to rearrange it as we develop our social network.
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Now let's concentrate on changing the look and feel of our site by adopting another
Joomla! template. We will use the GPL (General Public License) Quasar template
from RocketTheme (http://www.rockettheme.com). We chose a RocketTheme
template because their team is one of the most innovative Joomla! theme developers,
and one of their templates, Affinity, won Packt's Best Joomla! Theme Award in 2009
(http://www.packtpub.com/joomla-award).

To access the Quasar template:

1. Goto:http://www.rockettheme.com/.

2. Click on Joomla! | Joomla Templates. The Quasar template can be found
under Joomla Free Templates and was released in January 2010.

3. Download the Quasar template file: rt_quasar_j15.tgz.
To install the template:

1. Login to the Joomla! administrative back-end.

2. Goto:http://localhost/joomla/administrator. Log in with the
appropriate username and password.

3. Click on Extensions on the top menu, and then choose Install/Uninstall from
the drop-down menu.

4. Once the Extensions Manager has opened, under the Install option,
click on Upload Package File, and then click on Browse. Locate the
rt_quasar jl15.tgz file, select it, and then click on Open.

5. Click on Upload File & Install. We will see the Install Template Success
message if our template installation was successful.

6. Make this the default template by going to Extensions | Template Manager.
Select the template and set it as the default.

3 [T rhuk_milkyway

4 Ff\; rt_guazar_j15
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7. Refresh the website to view the changes.

QUOIO r horme

Top Tab Content

Developed By E] RocketTheme  Powered By Gantry

Copyright 2010 RockefTheme, LLC

[Reset Settings | Scrall To Top

A new template may change the layout of the site. And, if we have content, we may
want to rearrange it. The Quasar template modification instructions can be found on
the RocketTheme website.

. For comprehensive discussions on how to modify Joomla! and Joomla!
% templates, refer to "Joomla! 1.5 Beginner's guide", Eric Tiggeler, Packt
= Publishing and "Joomla! 1.5 Template Design", Tessa Blakeley Silver, Packt
Publishing.

Installing the JomSocial component,
modules, and plugins

JomSocial requires PHP5 or above for installation, therefore we need to ensure

that our development server or remote server supports PHP 5 or above. You

can purchase and download your professional copy of JomSocial 1.8.x from the
JomSocial website (http://www.jomsocial.com/buy-now.html) or you can try it
free for 30 days. Although the component is commercial, most of the add-ons have a
GPL license.

The professional copy of JomSocial comprises a component, 13 modules, and 23
plugins. Some of the modules and plugins are available on the JomSocial website
(http://www.jomsocial.com). Click on Download | Addons to obtain access.

[25]
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JomSocial modules

The modules enable us to display features at various template positions, just like any
other Joomla! module.

A brief description is as follows:

e mod_videocomments: Displays video comments.

e mod_activegroups: Displays the active groups (a great way to advertise
groups).
e mod_activitystream: Displays activity stream.

e mod_datingsearch: This is designed to permit people searches for dating
sites. It can also be activated for users to search for other users on the
social networks.

e mod_ hellome: Provides a shortcut to user profiles.

e mod jomsocialconnect: Allows users to connect to the JomSocial social
network through their Facebook account.

e mod_latestdiscussion: Displays discussions on the site.

e mod_latestgroupwalls: Displays wall postings.

e mod_latestmembers: Displays latest members.

e mod_onlineusers: Displays users who are logged in.

e mod_photocomments: Displays comments made on pictures.

e mod_statistics: Displays user statistics (I'm not sure if we want the whole
world to know that no one is visiting our site).

e mod_topmembers: This is useful if there is a lot of activity on the site and we
want to showcase our busiest users.

JomsSocial plugins

JomSocial plugins appear as applications in users' profiles if they are made
available by the administrator. This allows users to customize their profiles and
add features to them. JomSocial plugins are divided into standalone applications
and integrator applications.

Standalone plugins do not need additional components to function and are part of
the JomSocial system.

[26]
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A detailed list of standalone plugins is as follows:

e plg articleactivity: This is the activity plugin.
e plg authorLink: This plugin inserts a link to the author's JomSocial profile.
e plg feeds: This provides the ability to display RSS feeds in a profile.

e plg friendslocation: Uses the Google Maps API to display the geographic
location of friends.

e plg groups: Displays groups in user profiles.

e plg_ input: A system plugin that filters out HTML code to prevent it from
being inserted into walls, discussions, and input areas. The administrator can
disable this plugin if they prefer to have HTML elements.

e plg invite: Allows the system to create and store invite IDs from the
invitation link that is sent. The invitation ID is stored in the database after
the invited person completes the registration.

¢ plg_jomsocialconnect: This plugin works with the Facebook Connect
function. It is primarily used if one is having display issues in Internet
Explorer 6.

e plg jomsocialuser: This plugin is primarily used for administrative
purposes. It removes the user from the database when the user is deleted by
the administrator. It also monitors the login/logout process.

e plg latestphoto: Displays users' pictures in their profiles.
e plg myarticles: This displays articles authored by users in their profile.

e plg mycontacts: Displays a user's contact information. If a user has other
user IDs for other e-mail systems or social networks, they can use the contact
application to share that information.

e plg mygoogleads: Displays a user's Google ads under their profile.

e plg system: Permits the performance of system-wide tasks, such as adding
core applications to all profiles.

e plg_ twitter: This displays users' tweets in their profile.
e plg walls: Displays users' walls in their profile.

e plg wordfilter: A system plugin to filter out inappropriate words.
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Integrator applications

Integrator plugins allow other components to integrate with the social network. In
this section, we will discuss one that comes with the JomSocial professional copy.
plg_fireboard (also known as Kunena) is the integrator plugin that allows us to
display forum posts in profiles, and requires use of the Kunena component.

More information about other integrator plugins can be found on the JomSocial
website (http://www.jomsocial.com/docs/).

To install the JomSocial component, make sure that you are logged in to the Joomla
administrative back-end (http://localhost/joomla/administrator).

For installation:

1.
2.

Click on Extensions | Install/Uninstall.

Click on Extensions on the top menu, and then choose Install/Uninstall from
the drop-down menu.

Once the Extensions Manager has opened, under the Install option,

click on Upload Package File, and then click on Browse. Locate the
com_community pro 1.8.x.zip, selectit, and then click on Open.

Click on Upload File & Install.

If the installation is successful, we will see a screen similar to the next
screenshot. Click on Complete your installation to finalize the installation
process. Then click on Next, and the installer will walk us through the
next steps.

Site Menus Content Components Extensions Tools Help

;I Extension Manager

Install Components Modules Plugins Languages Templates

@ Install Component Success

JomSocial is a social networking component for Joomilal

Thank you for choosing JomSocial, please click on the fallovwing button to complete your installation.

Complete pour installation

N
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6. When the installation is complete, we will see the following screenshot:

Steps Installation Completed!

1:Welcome

9 JomSaocial

3 : Installing Backend

4 : Installing Ajax

5 : Installing Frontend / Installation has been completed
Plesse upgrade your Modules and Plugins too.

6 : Installing Templates

T : Preparing Database

IMPORTANT!!
8 : Updating Database

Befare you begin, you might vwant to take a look st the following documentations first

9 : Installing Plugins o Creating menu links
s Setting up scheduled task to process emailz.
s Inztaling applications for JomSocial

. !
10: Done! & Inztaling modules for JomSocial

You can read the full documentation &t JomSocial Documentation

=

7. Click on Next to view the JomSocial Component and administrative panel.

8. Congratulations, we have just installed JomSocial!

g) Jom Social

Community Users Configuration Custom Profiles Groups Group Categories Videos Categories Reportings
User Points About

= Welcome to Jom Social
'romm

Py
[S5& | m Another great component brought to you by Azrul.com
@)

b

If yiou reguire professional support just head onto the forums at
Configuration Users Custom Profiles Groups hittp: oy jomaocial.comifarum For developers, yau can brovese thraugh the
documertations at htta e jomsocial comidocs btml

If wiou found any bugs, just drop us an email st bugs@azrul.com

% W =
> » Community Statistics
Group Categories Video Categaries Templates Applications ¥ Group Statistics

Wil Queve Reportings User Points Mass Messaging

'ﬂ =
‘© e 2

- -

Adctivities Ahout Help
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Compatible JomSocial plugins and modules are installed like any other Joomla!
extension. To install the plugins and modules, follow these steps:
1. Click on Extensions | Install/Uninstall.

2. In the Extensions Manager screen, under Upload Package File, click on
Browse. Locate the plugin or module that you want to install, select it, and
then click on Open.

3. Click on Upload File & Install. The Joomla! administrator system will
display an installation message to confirm whether the plugin or module
was successfully installed or not.

4. Repeat the installation process for all required plugins and modules.

Now let us take a view of the front-end of the social networking system. JomSocial
automatically creates a menu for the social network under the Joomla! main menu.

To take a peek:

1. Click on Preview from the administrative menu to view the front-end. If you
don't have your main menu enabled, you may not see this.

Yersion1.5.18

1% Preview 0 M2 O Logou

2. Notice the JomSocial link under the main menu. Click on it to experience the
first view of our network.

Home
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&4 MNetwork
Get Connected! e
' Username
= @ Connect and expand your network
N - N Paszword
= @ View profiles and add new friends
= @ Share your photos and videos
= @ Create your own group or join others Remember my details
e Login
JOIN US NOW, IT'S FREE! Forgot your Password / Usernams?
Resend activation code?
Members ~ Search
Newest Faaturad Active Pogular Q

O Try our Advanced Search

View All Members {1}

New photos

3. At the moment, we only have one user — the administrator. Click on the icon
under Members to find out more about the administrator.

B sharethis | apout Me

Administrator Basic Information
Karma Contact Information
i
Education
Member since
Friday, 15 January 2010 16:38
Last online Friends
28 minutes ago 0 frisnds
Profile views Bhowall

1 views

S sdd as friend Photos B videos [ Wirite Message

We have not yet added any content, so there are no activities.
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The JomSocial Administrative Panel

We have successfully installed the component and previewed it from the
front-end. Let's continue building our site by determining the JomSocial settings.
Under configuration, we have the following features: Site, Media, Groups, Layout,
Privacy, Network, Facebook, Connect, Remote Storage, and Integration. These
features can be adjusted by the administrator to determine the extent of user
participation and interaction.

From the administrative back-end, go to Components | JomSocial | Configuration,
for an overview of the administrative features of the network.

Site
Following are the features of the JomSocial social networking system:

¢ Reportings: Will we encourage users to report inappropriate content
to the system administrator? If yes, enter an e-mail address to which
such reports should be sent.

Reportings
Enable reporting |~ No| & | ves

Execute default task 5 Reports
when reach

Send notification emails |repors@sharecoclapps.com,
to | Comma separated for different emails }

Allow guests to report | {s Dizallow i Allow

Predefined text |Spamming / Advertisement
(separated by a new line) |Profanity / Inappropriate
content .
Abusive.

e Advance Search: Will we allow guests to search our site without registering?

Advance Search
Allow guests to search | ¢ Mo I Yes
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e Cronjob /Scheduled Task Process: Do we want our system to be able to
send e-mails? JomSocial uses the cron job feature to send our e-mails. This is
a very useful feature, and we may want to keep it activated.

Cronjob | Scheduled Task Process
Send email on page load | ¢ No| € | ves

e Registrations: Will users have to accept terms and conditions for using
our site during the registration process? If yes, we need to enter terms and
conditions in the edit box. Also, we need to determine whether users have to
use the recaptcha function during the registration process. We will need to
register for an account at http://recaptcha.net/ and enter the required
codes here.

Registrations

EnabIeTer_njs & & Mo O ves
Conditions

Terms & Conditions

Enable Recapicha | {= Ho I Yes

Recaptcha Public Key
Recaptcha Private Key
Recaptcha Theme |BladkGlass v

Recaptcha Language | English v

e Frontpage: This displays the name of our site.

Frontpage
Frontpage Title |ipp Reviews

e SEO: This allows the user to enter the preferred format for search engine
optimization (SEO).

SEQ
URL Format | jusernamefeatures [w

Heatures/username Ei‘
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e Social Bookmarking: This enables or disables social bookmarking.

Social Bookmarking
Social Bookmarking | ¢~ Mo | % |ves

e Featured Limits: What is the maximum number of users, videos, and groups
that can be featured on the site at any one time?

Featured Limits
Maximum Users |10 Users
Maximum Videos |10 Videoz
Maximum Groups |10 Groups

e Messaging: Do we want users to be able to e-mail each other? How many
e-mails can they send per day?

Messaging
Enable Messaging |~ Mo % | ves

Limit number of new 100 per day
messages

e Walls: What privacy settings do we want to set for users? If we select Yes,
then only approved friends can post messages on a user's wall.

Walls

Lock walls in profile to @ Mo O Ves
friends only

Lock walls in videos to @ Mo O Ves
friends only

Lock walls in groups to @ Mo O Ves
group members only

e Time Offset (Daylight Saving Time): Daylight Saving Time settings are
applicable to countries that usually change their time during daylight
saving periods.

Time Offset (Daylight Saving Time)
Time Offzet (Daylight |0 |«
Saving Time)
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e Emails: Would we prefer the e-mails that we send out to be in HTML format
or regular text format?

Emails
HTML Emails | ¢~ No| | ves

Media

With media comes the following features:

e Photo Gallery: Do we want to enable a photo gallery system? If yes, what are
the settings for this feature? What will be the image dimensions, file size, and
so on?

Photo Gallery
Enable photo gallery |~ No Iy ves
Photos creation limit |500

Maximum upload size 25 (KB}
upload_max_filesize defined in php.ini 128 MB

Image Magick Path
(optional)

Use flash uploader |~ Mo I Yes

Folder Permissions | & | gnapie all (cHMOD 0777) ¢ | System Defautt

Automatically set album | & Mo i Yez
cover

e Videos: Do we want to enable a video uploading system? If so, what are the
settings for our uploads?

Videos
Enable videos

Enable video uploads
Video creation limit |50

Delete original videos | ™ No I3 Yes
Videos Root Folder |images

Maximum upload size (25 (MB}
upload_max_filesize defined in php.ini 128 MB

FFMPEG Path
FLVTool2 Path
Video Quantizer Scale |11 [»
Video Size | 400x300 {Quarter SVGA 4:3) v
Custom Command
Video Player License Key

Pseudo streaming | @ |y, | |yes
Video Debugging | {& Mo i~ Yes

Folder Permissions | | gnapie Al (CHMOD 0777) © | System Defautt
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Groups

Do we want our site to have groups? Groups are like networks within our website,
where users with similar interests can interact.

Groups
Enable groups | ¢~ No | %

Moderate group creation | {+ No i
Allow group creation | {& No {v
Group creation limit |100

Group photo upload limit 200

Group video upload limit 100

Enable group
discussions

Enable group photos

Enable group videos

YT [T

Enable notification when
new discussion created

Layout

Following are the layout features:

¢ Template Settings: JomSocial comes with four templates. We will learn how
to modify the templates in Chapter 7, Customizing the JomSocial Template.

Template Settings
Select Template |default |+

Karma

[36]

rusLsne S \WWW. EngineeringBooksPdf.com



Chapter 2

e Karma: Do we want users to get points for activities on the site? This will be
useful for a site that provides incentives for activities.

Karma
Enable karma | (& | o | (™ [yee

Karma Points < [gg 'II" " " " "
Use
Image

Karma Points > [gq o o A A
Use
Image

Karma Points > [;54 w ﬂ '!' ?f" "
Use
Image

Karma Points > [55p v lﬂ ﬂ v

Use

e Display Settings: How would we like our users to appear? If we have
installed a specific text editor, we can also select it here as the default editor.

Display Settings
Display Name | Real Mame [+

Use text editor |- Select Editor- | %

Show avatar in activity | Yes |»
stream

Singular Humber |1

Profile date format |%d/%m/ey

e Frontpage: How many users, videos, or groups will appear on our main
networking site?

Frontpage
Frontpage activities |2(

Frontpage recent |2g Users
members

Frontpage recent videos |3 “ideos
Frontpage recent photos |20 Photos
Frontpage recent groups 5 Groups
Show search | Show
Show who's onling | Show
Show latest members | Show
Show activity stream | Show
Show latest videos | Show

Show latest groups | Show

&) ] & =] [=] =] €]

Show latest photos | Show
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Privacy

This is used to set up default privacy settings. Users can always change their settings.

Privacy
Default User Privacy
Profile privacy &) pupic O Members O Friends

Friends privacy @ Public: O hembers O Friends O Self

Photos privacy & pypic O members O Friends O el
Default User Email & Notifications

Receive system e-mails () 1, @ ves

Allow Applications O Mo @ Ves

Receive wall comment O Mo @ Ves
notification

Network

Do we prefer to keep the JomSocial Company (Azrul) updated with what's
happening on our site?

JomSocial Network Configuration

Enable JomSecial @ Mo {:} Ves
Hetwork

Description |2op Reviews
Tags |Find cut what others are saying about cell phone apps

Join URL  |hep:ilacalhostfioomlafindes php foption=com_cammurity Sview=ragister

Update Interval |24 (hours)
Upload New Logo I Browse. | [ Replace Image
[38]
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Facebook Connect

Do we want users to be able to log in to our social networking site with their existing
Facebook accounts, and invite their friends to join our network? The site needs to be
on a remote server (on the Internet) for this to work.

Facebook API Configurations Facebook Settings

Facebook APl Key Import facebook profile O Mo @ Ves
on first sign up
Facebook Application

Secret Add Facebook @ Mo O Ves
watermarks on avatar

Automatically re-import @ Mo O Ves
user profile upon login

Automatically re-import @ Mo O Vs
user avatar upon login

Import user status from @ Mo O Ve
Facebook

Instructions on how to set up Facebook Connect can be found in Chapter 8,

Tips and Tricks.

Remote storage
If we decide to enable the video and photo uploads, those take up a lot of server

space. We will have to determine if we prefer to store all of the materials on our
hosting or on another server.

Storage Methods
Photos |Local Server v

Videos |Local Server [

The remote server that can be used with JomSocial is Amazon S3. More about the
Amazon S3 account can be found at: http://aws.amazon.com/s3/.

Integrations

Would we like to enable a link to MyBlog, a blogging component? We will need to
install the MyBlog component (available at http://www.azrul.com/products/my-
blog.html) before we enable this feature.

My Blog Integrations

Enable My Blog i{:on_in Iy Mo i Yes
profile
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Click on Save to save our configuration settings, and then click on Home to return to
the main JomSocial configuration page.

© ¢ ©Q

Home Save Cancel

Users

There is one user in the community at the moment, the administrator. As an
administrator, we can always come back here to view a list of users in our network.

If you already have a Joomla!-driven website with users, the users will
e—" appear under this feature.

Custom profiles

What are our preferences in terms of the features of user profiles? Apart from
registration information such as name, username, e-mail, and password, what other
details will be required during registration? And what other optional features can
users add?

We have four options when setting up profile features:

e Published: Do we want the feature published?
e Visible: Do we want it to be visible in their profile?
e Required: Is the information required for registration?

¢ Registration: Should it appear as a part of the registration process?

We can also change the order of the features.

[40]
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Disabling fields that we do not want users to

fill out during the registration process

Select the checkbox to enable or disable the fields. We can also click on the title to

make changes to specific fields.

Hum |~ Name Field Code Type published Visible Required Registration
[ | Group: Basic Information -y - - -

1 ™| Gender FIELD_GENDER Select o Q o o

2 ™| Bithday FIELD_BIRTHDAY Date (%] %] o -

3 ™| About me FIELD_ABOUTME Textarea - - (%] %

Modifying existing groups and fields

Click on the Group: Contact Information title. Change the name and click on Save

when done.

Edit Group

Create new group for your custom profiles.

Hame : |2pps
published : & ves Ono

visible © {%ives Owo
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Modifying field titles

To modify field titles, carry out the steps shown below:

1. Click on the field title: Land Phone, for example.

2. Rename the field, and make any required changes to the settings. Click on
the Save button when you are done.

Edit Profile

Name :
Type :
Group: :
Field Code :
Registration :

Minimum Characters :

Tooltip :

Create new custom profile for your site.

Favorite apps published :
Textbox E Required :
Apps b

FIELD_AFFS Visible :
. res g No

10 Maximum Characters :

Tell us zbkout your favorite =pps

Creating a new group or field

Click on New Group or New Field, and then complete the requirements. When
creating a new field, make sure that you assign it to a group.

Q@ ©

New Group  MNew Field

(:Yesr No

t'-h":’ﬁs»(;th:l

(:Yesrh Na

5000

o =
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Groups

Any groups that have been created can be viewed here.

Creating a new group category

What group categories will be in our network? For our site, we will create four
categories, because we want groups to aggregate under four broad categories:
iPhone Apps, Droid Apps, Blackberry Apps, and Other Apps.

To create a new category:

1. Click on Group Categories and click on New.

2. A form opens; enter the name and a description of the group, and then click
on Save.

Deleting an existing group
Select the group that you want to delete, and then click on Delete.

Hum |:| Name Category Description

1 Automotive Automotive groups category
2 Business Business groups category
3 ﬁ Genetal Genersl group categary.

Use this feature with caution, especially when you have a live website
s with groups and users in the categories.
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Editing an existing group
Click on the category that you want to edit. When the window opens, make the
required changes, and then click on Save.

Hum |:| Hame Category Description

1 |:| iPhone apps iPhone spp groups

2 |:| Mﬁlﬁic Music groups category
S

Video categories

Video categories are the types of videos that we want to have, and the categories that
we want published.

Reportings
Reported activities will appear here. If we have set these up in the configuration, we
will receive e-mails every time there is a report about activities on our site.

User points

Go back to the JomSocial Home Panel to enable Karma points. If we enabled Karma
points under Configuration | Layout, users will get points for specific activities.

We can adjust the number of points, or enable or disable points. This can be done by
identifying or creating tasks that will be awarded points. To do that:

1. Click on the user rule title Upload Photo.
2. Adjust the points to be awarded for this activity, and then click on Save.

3. Click on Home to return to the main JomSocial configuration page.
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Upload Photo

Action String : photo.upload
Rule Description : Give pointe when registered user upload photos.
Plugin : com_community

Public
User Access | |fa- g
Special

published : | % el g

Points © |0

Cancel

Applications

The plugins that we installed appear as applications. The applications enable users to
customize and extend their profiles to include features that have been made available
by the administrator. We installed 18 plugins, some of which need components to
be fully functional. Some plugins also serve as bridges between other components
and the social network. As we consider features for our network, we may want to

keep some of them disabled until we have tested them and are ready to make them
available for use.

To access applications:

1. Click on the Applications icon, as shown in the screenshot.

= 2

Users Custom Profiles Groups
[ p f ]
> b
emplates Applications il Gusue

Z B ;™
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2. Click on Click here to view the applications lists, as shown in
the screenshot.

Applications
Applications in Jom Social are installed via Jg

Click here to view the applications liztz

3. Notice that there are now 18 plugins. Plugins need to be enabled in
order to be a part of our social network. Select the checkbox next to the
currently-disabled plugins, and then click on Enable. We will enable five
applications at this time: Latest Photos, Feeds, Groups, Walls, and My

twitter updates.
Filter:
# [ Plugin Name Enabled Order Y&  Ag
1 [ Latest Phatos o | 1
2 [ Feeds - a w| 2
3 [ croups - A W 3
4 O wyals o a vl 4
5 |:| My tweitter updstes wt A ¥ g
6 [ My Google &ds ] a ¥| 6

Modifying plugin parameters
The plugins (or applications, as they appear in user profiles) can be adjusted. We can

change the names. We (the administrators) can also make applications permanent
features of user profiles, or we can give users the option to enable or disable them.
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For modification:

1. Click on the Walls plugin to edit it. Notice that it is currently enabled.

Details

Name:
Enabled:
Type:
Plugin File:

Access Level:

Order:

Description:

Walls
- No « Yes
community

walls .php

Registered
Special

0 (Walls) W

Wallz for JomSocial ® AzrulStudio 2008

2. Under Parameters (on the right-hand side), notice that we have the option
to make it a core application, that is, a permanent fixture of user profiles. We
want to make this a core feature.

3. Set a character limit on wall posts, and then click on Save.

In review, we have gained an overview of the administrative features of our social
network. As an administrator, we can always return to the administrative panel to

make adjustments as needed.

Linking to the social network

Earlier in the chapter, we saw that JomSocial automatically creates a link to the social
network. In this section, we will demonstrate how to unpublish the link (if you are
not yet ready to publish your network), modify the name of the existing link, or
create a new link (if you want to have the link on a different menu).

[ PUBLISHING ]
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Modifying an existing menu

Let's rename the JomSocial link and call it Sign Up--Become a Reviewer.

1. From the administrative back-end of Joomla, click on Menus | Main Menu.
2. Click on JomSocial.

3. Change the Title and Alias, and then click on Save when done. The Alias has
to be lowercase with no space in between. Use a "dash" or "underscore" to
create space. This is essential for SEO (Search Engine Optimization).

Menu ltem Details
o: 2
Title: |Sign Up - - Become a Reviewsr
Alias: |sign-up
Link: |inden.php?option=com_commutity

Display in: | Main Maru [1]

4. Click on Preview again, and notice that the JomSocial link has now changed
to Sign Up--Become a Reviewer.

5. While we are here, we want to change the name of the Home menu
to Howdy!.

6. Save your changes, refresh the site, and view the page from the front-end.

The location of our menu may depend on our adopted
" template or theme, and where we want to put it.

The social network

We have installed the social network, added plugins for content integration, and
changed the menu name. Let's go to our main page (http://localhost/joomla/)
and click on the Sign Up--Become a Reviewer link, as follows.
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Sign Up - - Bec

Get Connected! Members Login

Username

= @ Connect and expand your network

= @ view profiles and add new friends Faszword

= @ Share your photos and videos

= @ Create your own group or join others Remembar my detalls
5 - 5 W o -

Forgatyour Passward f Usemame?
Resend activation code?

Members ~ Search
Newest \ Featured Members | Active | Paopular Q
O Try our Advanced Sesrch

Wiew gl members (1)

Congratulations! We have just set up our first social network.

Summary

In this chapter, we learned how to install and configure the JomSocial component for
social networking. We then installed the plugins and modules that came with our
professional JomSocial package. These plugins will be used to extend and enhance
the social networking experience on our site. However, in order to realize the full
potential of our social network, we need to migrate our site to a remote server for a
live and real-time experience.

Our next chapter will begin with the migration of our site from the localhost to a
remote server. We will then begin the process of making our site interactive, by
creating and managing a user profile.

[49]
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Remote Installation and
Managing User Profiles

In the earlier chapters, we set up our social networking site locally. We also gained
some insightful knowledge about the configuration of JomSocial as a Joomla! add-on.
We now need to migrate our site to a remote server, in order to make our site live

for further development. This is absolutely important because we intend to integrate
our site with existing social networking sites such as Facebook and Twitter, and this
cannot be done in a local environment. Those of us wanting to continue development
locally can continue to do so, especially if we do not have a registered domain name
and hosting account. We can use the backup process in this chapter to migrate our
site when we are ready to go live.

In this chapter, we will learn how to:

e Migrate the site from a local machine to a remote server by:

°  Backing up the local site using a Joomla! backup system
called Akeeba Backup (formerly known as JoomlaPack)

°  Creating a live website from the backup

e Sign up for an account

e Manage user profiles by:
° Editing user profiles
°  Changing profile pictures
°  Setting profile privacy

° Adding applications and privacy settings for applications

e Delete a profile
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Migrating the site from a local to remote
server

We have reached the stage in the development of our social network where we will
migrate our site to a remote host. The migration process involves backing up our
entire site, downloading the backup files, and then using them to restore our site in
a different hosting environment. This same backup process can be used for routine
backups of a Joomla! site as a security measure. It can also be used for the restoration
of a site or for switching a site from an old to a new hosting account. These processes
are invaluable to a Joomla! website developer.

Backing up the local site using Akeeba
Backup

Following are the steps necessary to create an Akeeba Backup:

1. Download Akeebabackup and the kickstart.php script from the
AkeebaBackup website: http: //www.akeebabackup.com/download.html.

The Kickstart download is a . zip package. We will have to
e extract the files to access the kickstart . php file.

2. Install the Akeebabackup component through the regular Joomla! extension
installation process. Akeebabackup is designed to back up the entire website,
including database data and website configuration.

3. Configure the Akeebabackup component by going to
Components | Akeebabackup | Configuration.
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Basic Configuration

Cutput Directory Cwamppihtdocsioomlatadmi Browse
Temparary Directory Chwamppthtdocsioomlatmp | Browse ..

Log Level Al Information and Debug [v

Backup archive name site-[HOST]-[DATE]-[TIME]

Backup Type Full site backup V:
Advanced configuration

Database backup engine Native My SOL backup engine [+] Configure...
Filezystem scanner engine Smart soanner | ¥ | Configure...

Archiver enging ZIP farmat [v] Configure. ..
Data processing engine No postprocessing :V Configure._.

File swriting engine
Embedded restoration script Akeeba Backup Installer V

Wirtual ciirectory for off-site files extarnal_files

Quota management

Enable size quota =]

Size guats 15.00 Mb
Enable court guota =]

Counit guota 300
Fine tuning

hdinimum execution time 200 s
hdaximum execution time 14.00 =
Execution time bias T5.00 %

As shown in the previous screenshot, most of the default settings work well.
We should pay attention to the Output Directory and the Archiver engine.
The Output Directory is the folder where the backup will be saved; this can
be changed if necessary. Take note of this directory, as we will download the
archived file after backing up the site. The Archiver engine determines the
backup format. The JPA format is recommended for backing up from a Linux
environment and restoring it also in a Linux environment.

We used ZIP format for our backup. Akeeba comes with detailed instructions
that can be found in the documentation files. More information can be found
on the Akeeba Backup website: http://www.akeebabackup.com/documen-
tation/index.html.
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4. Click on Backup Now to prepare for the backup. This step allows us to name
the backup and provide a description of it. We will keep the defaults here.
Click on the Backup Now button (on the right) to initiate the backup process.
The duration of the backup depends on the size of the website.

W Akeeba Backup:: Backup Now

* Please do not browse to another page unless you see a completion or error message.

Backup Progress

+«# Initializing backup process
+” Embedding the installer in the archive
+«# Backing up databases
=¥ Backing up files
Finalizing the backup process

C:/xampp/htdocs/joomla/templates/ja_purity/css

- Last server response 7s ago

5. We will see the following message if the backup process is successful. Click
on Administer Backup Files to download the ZIP file.

"% Akeeba Backup:: Backup Now

Backup Completed Successfully

Congratulations! The backup process has completed successfully.
You can now navigate to another page.

Administer Backup Files

[::} View Log

Creating a live website from the backup

Akeeba Backup provides us with a seamless process for restoring websites from
backups. The restoration process requires the backup file and a hosting environment,
that meets the Joomla! installation requirements. But before we restore our site, we
need to log in to our remote server and create a database. To run the restoration, we
will need the database name, server information (this could be localhost or a unique
hostname), and a database username and password. Make sure that the database
user has been assigned all privileges on the database.

[54]

[ PUBLISHING ]

www.EngineeringBooksPdf.com




Chapter 3

We have purchased a hosting account from http: //www.hostmonster.com and,

as we can see from the following screenshot, the domain is parked. Hostmonster
has a good array of open source and proprietary software. One of our favorite
Hostmonster services is Simplescript, which is accessible through the Hostmonster
Cpanel. This service simplifies the installation and upgrade processes of a select

number of open source software applications.

File Edit Wiew History EBookmarks  Tools  Help

@ - far by hetpaiiitari.comi

(2] Most Wisiked |j Getting Starked 5 Latest Headlines E: Cuskomize Links |j Free Hotmail \j windows Media £ Windows

|- Hostmonster [ ]

| Lc:umoenster

Kif

ARI

Medical Terminology

©Online Dictionary Medical Terms
Your Medical Question

Ask A Doctor

Stem Cell Therapy

Low Platelet Count

Platelet

Nuclear Medicine Technolagy

Best Web Hosting | Awards | Hosting Features | HelaCenter | About Us | Domain Check
Web Hosting provided by Hostmonster. corm
@ 2005-2010 Hostmonster.com. All Rights Resarved

Welcome to kifari.com

Let's create a live site from the local backup:

1. Upload the Akeebabackup. zip file (site backup file) and the kickstart.php
file into the root folder of our hosting account. The remote root folder could be
public_html, www, htdocs, or a sub-folder, depending on the hosting setup.
The upload of the Akeebabackup. zip (site backup file) and the kickstart.
php files can be done by using the Control Panel of the hosting account, or
through an FTP (File Transfer Protocol) client such as FileZilla. FileZilla is
an open source FTP client that can be downloaded from the official website:

http://filezilla-project.org/.

Filename 7 Filesize | Filetype Last modified Permissions CwnerfGroup
i
) kickstart. php 107,564  PHP Script 311442010 6:35... D4 953 954
(2] site-localhast-2010.., 11,514,849 Compresse... 3142010 6:40.., O&44 953 954
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2. Run the kickstart.php script by browsing to the site address, for instance,
http://www.yourwebsite.com/kickstart .php—in our case, this is
http://www.kifari.com/kickstart.php. This will activate the website's
restoration wizard online. Keep the default settings and click on Start, as
illustrated in the following screenshot. The wizard will walk us through the
extraction of the backup files, and complete the migration process. We are
not using FTP Options, so we will not put any information in here. Click on
Start, and let the wizard do its thing.

JoomlaPack Kickstart 2.4.1

Backup Archive

Please select a ZIPAPA file below and press the "Start" button
fsite-localhost-20100314-221227 zip v

Operation Method
@ pIAX (refreshless) O JavaScript Redirects

Extraction Method
@write directly to files O Use FTP
[ Restare file/directory permissions (JPA archives only)

IFTP Options

Host localhost
Port 21
Username

Password

Initial Directory |/

Stealth Mode
Stealth mode (restrict access only to your IP while restoring) O

Stealth Mode redirection URL
{or leave hlank to display a 403 Forbidden message to non authorized users)

Fine Tuning
laximum archive chunk to process per step (Bytes) 1048756 ~

3. The wizard will prompt us to enter the correct details as needed. We will
be required to enter the database name, hostname, database username, and
password. If the installation is successful, we will be prompted to remove the
installation directory.

. Although the system provides a link to remove the
% installation directory, we need to check the root folder to
i make sure that the installation folder has been deleted.
We may need to manually remove the folder.

[56]

rusLsne S \WWW. EngineeringBooksPdf.com



Chapter 3

4. Our website address is http://www.kifari.com; browse to this address.

(@ App Reviews - Mozilla Firefox BmER
File Edit ‘“ew History Bookmarks Tools  Help

@ = O G | httpikEan comiindex. php BTy - M- akesba E I;_a
(] Most visited |J‘ Getting Started |5 | Latest Headlines [5 Custom% Links |;] Free Hotmail |_1] Windows Media £ Windaws

h—-,JoamlaPackKickstartzA.l | h--, App Reviews &8 L+ | I+

Scroll To Top

5. Congratulations! We have migrated our site from the local server to a remote
server. Note that our site is restored with its configuration, and administrator
username and password intact.

We do not have to install Joomla! for the migration process. The
backup file contains all of the necessary files for the complete
% migration of the website from the local server to the remote
server. Once the backup has been installed, we will have the
same Joomla! version as we did when the backup was created.

In review, we have restored our development website on a remote server by using
the Joomla! backup and restoration component Akeebabackup.

Signing up for an account

It is important to understand the user profile settings as a way of determining what
tools are available to users to facilitate their interaction with others in the network.
It is also important to know how the features that we enabled in the previous
chapter will affect our users. Also, as an administrator we have to understand that
interaction among site users depends on how we configure the site, especially in
terms of the default user profile settings and the applications that we make available
to the users.
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Let's create a new profile, by signing up for an account:

1. Click on Sign Up--Become a Reviewer.
2. Sign up for an account by clicking on JOIN US NOW, IT'S FREE.

Get Connected! Members Login

Usermame
= @ Connect and expand your network
= @ View profiles and add new friends Fassward
= @ share your photos and videos
= @ Create your own group or join others Remember my details

JOIN US NOW, IT*S FREE!

JOIM LS MO, IT'S FREE!

Forgatyour Passwaord flsermame?
Resend activation code?

3. Enter the required registration information, and then click on Next. Notice
that some of the information is marked with an asterix (*) alongside it. This
means that those fields are required. Complete the requirements as set by
the administrator.

Register new user

User Information

‘Name |Jackie MewPerzan

‘Username

jneswpersan

‘Password

‘Email |jnewperson@emai|.com |

“Werify Password

Fields marked with an asterisk {*) are required.
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The registration process also encourages us to upload our image or avatar.
We can skip this process and change our image later. We may want to pay
attention to the maximum file size and width of the image that we can
upload. The maximum file size for uploads that shows here is the maximum
size defined in the php. ini file. Do you recall that in the previous chapter,
we set the maximum image upload size to 8 MB? This means that users
cannot upload images larger than 8 MB.

Change profile picture

[=kip]

Upload neswy avatar. Large image will be sutomatically resized.

|[ Browse.. ][ Ipload

Maximum file size for upload i= 128 MB

Large Picture

Avtomatically genersted. (masximum vwidth 1601

4. After we click on Skip, we will get a message stating that an activation
link has been sent to our e-mail account. This serves as a verification of the
account and an anti-spam mechanism. If we want users to start working on
their profile without activating their account, the settings can be changed
from the administrative back-end by going to Site | Global Configurations
| System | User settings.

User Registered.

Your account has been created and an activation link has heen sentto the e-mail address you entered. You must activate
the account by clicking on the activation link in the email sent hefore you can login,
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5. Click on the Sign Up--Become a Reviewer link. Notice that there are now
two users in the system.

#% Network

Get Connected!

m @ Connect and expand your network

= @ View profiles and add new friends

m @ Share your photos and videos

= @ Create your own group or join others

Jackie Newperson

& offine| &, 0 friends

Newest Featured Active Fopular

Q
06
Iy

Managing an account

In this section, we are going to manage a user profile by editing the profile, changing
profile pictures and profile privacy settings, and adding applications and privacy
settings for those applications.

Editing the user profile
We have to log in and view the new user's profile, Jackie Newperson's profile. In our
case, it is the account we created:

1. Enter your login information.

Get Connected! Members Login

Usemarme

= @ Connect and expand your network
= @ View profiles and add new friends
= @ share your photos and videos

Password

= @ Create your own group or join others Remermber my details
! 1
JOIN US Now’ IT'S FREE! Forgotyour Password fUsemarme?
wh Resend activation code?
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There are some links below the Login button, in case we (users)
,  forget our username or password or would like the activation code
to be resent to our e-mail. We can use these links to make a request,
and the system will send us the information. This applies only to a
remote and not a locally hosted installation.

2. After logging in, the Profile menu is the first one we'll see.

g} MNetwork | Jackie Newperson

\

Jackie Newperson
= Member since
= Sunday, 31 January 2010 2328

= Last online
= 14 minutes ago

= Profile views
= 0 views

8 share this

About Me &

Basic Information

Gender
Female

Apps

Country
selectoountny

Friends

0 friends
Showy all

[ My Status

Share wyour thoughts here. ..

®

& Edit profile = add applications a Write Message
® change profile picture Start new group & \iewyour inbox
= Privacy = Irvite Friends ™| plnad photos
8 dd video
\ y,
Jackie Newperson & friends | Jackie Newpersan
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The Profile menu is divided into four sections, as follows:

e Section 1: This is a brief section that shows our image or avatar, and shows
when we became a member, when we were last online, and how many
people have viewed the profile.

e Section 2: This section shows the information that we specified during the
registration process. Click on the pen icon to edit this information.

e Section 3: This section contains an image of the "typical" menu items that
may be frequently used by users. This is a quick access panel to key menu
items that are also available under the menu items —Home, Profile, Friends,
Applications, and Inbox. Under My Status you can share your regular
thoughts about how you feel, or your status updates. Once you start typing
in there, the box becomes editable; click on Save when you are done.

e Section 4: User activities and plugins (or applications) appear here.

In review, we have just logged in and viewed the first interface of our profile. Let the
fun begin! In the following steps, we are going to manage our profile by changing
the picture, and editing our profile, our details, and our profile privacy settings. We
will also learn how to delete our profiles if we are no longer interested in being a part
of this network.

Changing the profile picture

Follow these steps to change our profile picture:

1. Click on Change profile picture.

2. Users can always change their profile image. Click on Browse to locate the
image that you want to use, and then click on Upload, to upload it to your
profile. Notice the image size limit of the following images. The size limit
can be changed by the administrator under the configuration section of our
social network.

3. Congratulations, we have just uploaded a new profile image. We look great!
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Large Picture

Sutomatically generated. (masimum wvicth 160p:0

Thumbnail

Sutomatically generated. (E0px x B0px)

4. Click on the Profile link and notice that we have a new image. The system
resizes your image to meet configuration settings and requirements, and
creates a thumbnail.

We can edit some of the details entered during the registration process such as our
name and password. To edit our details:
1. Click on Profile | Edit details.

2. Click on Save when done. We cannot change our username, as shown in the
following screenshot.

Your detalls

Username jnewperson

Your Name | Jackie NewPersan

Password |

E-mail |jnewperson@email com |

Verify Password |

Front-end L i-Select Languane - i

Time Zone | (UTC 00:00) "Western Europe Time, London, Lishon, Casahlanca h

DST Offset
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Setting profile privacy settings
The default privacy settings are set to public. The administrator sets the default
settings; however, users can opt to keep or change these default privacy settings.

We also have the option to determine the types of e-mails that we receive. We
can choose to receive or not receive administrator e-mails that concern network
members, notification changes to applications, and wall comments when users
comment on our walls.

Edit your privacy settings

Configure wha iz ahle to view your infarmation.

Profile '® Public Site Members Friends
Friends '* Public Site Members Friends Only e
Photos Fuhblic ' ® Site Members Friends only me

Emails and notifications

Receive system emails ' * ‘Yes R}
Receive application notifications ' ® ‘es Ma
Receive wall comment notification ' *® ‘es Ma

@&e—[

The Preferences section allows us to choose the number of activities that should
appear on our profile at any given time. If it's more than the specified number, only
the latest activities will appear.

Customizing our activities with applications

We have configured our profile. Let's customize it by adding applications to it.
Without applications, visitors to the network or our friends cannot see what we
do or what our interests are.

e C(lick on Applications. There are two groups of applications: Core
Applications and Your Installed Applications.

e The Core Applications are applications that have been installed by the
administrator and are a part of the network. Users do not have the option
to remove core applications.
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¢ Your Installed Applications are those applications that users can install
themselves, based on what has been made available by the administrator. In
the previous chapter, we installed some plugins. These plugins become the
applications that users can add to their profile.

To add some applications to our profile:

1. Click on Browse.

2. Identify your preferred applications and add them. After adding an
application, the system will notify us that an application has been added.
Some applications may have settings to configure. It is always important to
click on Settings to see whether additional configuration is needed.

Browse

My Applications Browse

Latest Photos
Latest Photos Plugin for JomSocial AzriStudio 2008

Crested Date: 7 October 2008 ‘ersion: 1.6 Author: AzrulStudio

Feeds
R33 Feed Application for JormSacial

Crested Date: 7 October 2008 Wersior: 1.6 Author: AzrulStudio
Groups

Groups for JomSocial

Crested Date: 19th August 2008 Yersion: 1.6 Author. AzrulStudio
Wall

Walls for JomSocial @ AzrulStudio 2008

Crested Date: 7 October 2008 Wersior: 1.0 Author: AzrulStudio
My twitter updates

Twitier ™ application for JomSocial

Crester Date: 7 October 2008 Version: 1.6 Author: AzrulStudio

3. Click on My Applications to view all of the applications that we have installed.

4. We can click on Remove to remove applications that we have added, but we
cannot disable core applications.

5. Each application has privacy settings. Click on Privacy to view the privacy
options for an application.

Your Installed Applications

My twitter updates
Twitter ™ application for JomSocial

Apout  Seftings P@cy

Groups
Groups for JomSacial

mbout Seftings  Privacy
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We have managed our profile by uploading a new image, changing the settings,
and adding applications in order to personalize our profile. It is essential to note
that our activites are logged under our profile and on the main page of the network.
This provides visitors to our site with updates of reviews and user activites, and
encourages non-members to join the site.

Deleting a profile

The Profile menu also gives us the option to delete our profile. If we do not like our
profile and would like to either create a new one or just get out of the network, this
gives us the opportunity to do that. Profile deletions cannot be reversed. The Delete
Profile link can be found under any of the sub-menus under the profile.

Change profile picture Edit profile | Edit details Privacy Preferences Delete Profile

Summary

In this chapter, we learned how to migrate our site from a local machine to a remote
host. We created a profile, configured its settings, uploaded new avatars, and added
applications. We now have a good insight into the details of a user account. This
should help us as administrators to develop this network to meet the needs of the
network's users. We are now ready to interact with others.
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Making Connections with
Users and Friends

In Chapter 1, Not Another Social Networking Site, we shared an example of how
connections enabled the MIT team to win the DARPA challenge. The team, through
their online network, received reports on balloon sightings. The team positioned
itself to be able to connect to others, and benefited from the networks of those
connected to them.

Social networks are changing the way information is disseminated. They are
helping individuals to customize information for their personal use. Through social
networks, personalized content can easily be accessed by others, or by a group

of friends, on a social networking site. As the interaction and exchanges on social
networks become more intense, more social networking sites have emerged all over
the world.

Social networks are diverse, but they all focus on facilitating communication among
users who freely share information and resources. This information ranges from
personal user information, news, products and services, and in some cases, the
rating of goods and services, and the offering of donations.

A social network has to be user-centered, and needs to facilitate the generation

of personalized information about oneself or other issues, or products or services
that are of interest to users. In setting up our social networking site, we have to
identify the kind of unique information sharing system that will enable our users

to generate their own content, and be able to disseminate their information with a
degree of control over how the information is shared, and who gets to see or use the
information that our users post.

[ PUBLISHING ]

www.EngineeringBooksPdf.com



Making Connections with Users and Friends

In our quest to build a site that facilitates some form of information sharing on cell
phone applications, the key questions are:

¢ What will make our service attractive to users?

* How can we distinguish our social networking environment and activities
from other Social Network Services (SNSes)?

These are issues that we need to consider, and address in the form of a detailed plan,
before we embark on a social networking project.

It is important not to lose sight of the reality that social networks are a trend in the
communication industry that point to the evolving nature of human communication.
Human communication is, and continues to be, a complex and multidimensional
flow and exchange of information. Social networks are a manifestation of this
complex and multidimensional phenomena. Social networking is primarily about
establishing relationships and the sharing of information among individuals with
similar interests. Also, it has evolved to facilitate the sharing of information or
interaction between institutions and people of interest.

In the previous chapter, we learned how to create a profile. In this chapter, we will
start making connections with people by doing the following;:

* Creating test users
* Making connections with other users within the network
*  Writing and checking our e-mails

* Inviting other people to the network

Creating test users

We currently have only two users in our network. We need more members to be
able to make connections. One way to create more users is to repeat the steps laid
out in Chapter 3, Remote Installation and Managing User Profiles. However, as web
developers, we have other options to generate users for testing purposes.

After migrating our site to a remote host, we need to know how our users will interact
with each other. The foobla Users Generator (or JLord Users Generator) is a Joomla!
component that provides us with the ability to generate users for testing purposes.
The component can be found under the Joomla! extensions on the Joomla! website:
http://extensions.joomla.org. Click on Communities & Groupware | User
Management | Users Generator to access the component. You can visit the official
foobla website to download the component at http: //foobla.com/products/
free-joomla-extensions/foobla-users-generator-for-joomla.html.
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We will create test users through the following steps:

1. Download the JLord Users Generator component.

2. Install the component through the Joomla! extension installer on the
administrative back-end.

3. Go to Components | JLord Generator to generate users. The interface is
intuitive, and the default settings work well.

| JLord Generator

Enter the number of records
that you want to generate.

)

HUMBER. OF RECORDS S0

UserHame

Auto ® hanual [ &)

User Group ‘\
Leaving the generate options

Ao ® Manual (O set to Auto will automatically
generate usernames, pass-

words, e-mails, user groups,
and so on.

Enable/Disable

Auto O] hanual (&) If you want more control over
the type of information gen-
erated, click on the Manual
oplion, and you will be able

Password 1o select your preferred
Auta O] Manual ) options.
Email

Ao ® Mlanial: [ &)

The Manual option provides administrators with the option to set a
specific naming sequence for usernames, passwords, and e-mails. The

% Manual option also provides administrators with the opportunity to
decide which users should be activated, and the group to which they
belong (if we have set up groups).
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4. After we receive the message that the process is complete, click on User
Manager to see generated users.

Processing finished!

Total : 50
SUCCESSFUL : 50
Fail : 0

User Manager Come back and Get more fun!

JLord Generator 1.5.0.2 (You are using latest versionl).

There are now 50 users with unique IDs and unique (non-existent) e-mails on our
website. If we keep the defaults, we may not know what the passwords are. For
testing purposes, we will create a few new passwords to match the usernames.

User Details
Hame jlord_test_user103
Username jlord_test_uzer103
E-mail |lord_test_user103@yahoo com
Hew Password sesssssssrsarerens
Verify PAassword ssssssssssssssssss

Group | Public Front-end

. - Publisher
- Publiz Back-2nd
- Manager
- Administrator
- Super Administrator

Block User () g ) ves

Receive System E-mails (& g O ves
Register Date 2003-12-26 20:17:04
Last Visit Date 2008-12-30 04:41:36
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Let's view our website to see how many users appear on our network:

1. Click on Sign up--Become a reviewer from the front-end.

. Notice that we now have 23 active members on our site.
% Although we had created 50 members, only 23 were activated.
s This is designed to mimic how users will behave on a site.
Many will create accounts but few will become active.

Click on View all members to view the members.

3. If user profiles are public, visitors to the site can browse profiles to see
users' interests and activities. Testing how connections will occur is always
important before opening the site to others.

Making connections

We logged in as some of the users and used the process laid out in the previous
chapter to upload some profile images. Let's click on View all members again. It
looks like there are some appheads (active registered member of the site) in there,
and they have snail avatars. Click on a username (for example, jlord_test_user103).

Jackie Newperson
Oh, what & Heattifuy morsing

g9 0 friends [ wirite Message &3 Add &= friend

e

Administrator

D £ 0 friends [&] \irite Mezsage &) Add a= friend

jlord_test_user103

\
|

=G

g9 0 friends [ wirite Message &3 Add &= friend

:

jlord_test_user74

£ 0 friends [ viirite Meszane &) Add as friend

jlord_test_user105

£ 0 friends [ write Message &;. Add 5= friend
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Let's make some connections by logging in as one of the test users:

1. Find a user that we want to connect to. If their profile is public, we can
browse to see what they have been up to, and if we are interested in
establishing a connection, we should click on Add as friend.

2. Aswe are already logged in, a message box will appear and we can type in
our introductory message, and then click on Add Friend.

If a user is not logged in but wants to make friends, they
will be required to create an account and log in before they
can make any connections. Only active registered members
can make connections.

Add new friend

Add jlord_test_user103 as your friend? Flease add some introduction text
el g,

Hey, jlord 103, I'm not yet sure what is

e qﬁ?
mjh{ going on here but I want to be wyour friend.

Add Friend

L)

3. Log out and log in as a different user (such as Test User 103) to determine if
we have received any notifications.

4. After we log in, notice the bell on our Inbox tab on the menu —click on it.

ﬁ Metwork | jlord_test_user103

Home Profile Friends Inbox

Applications

jlord_test_user103

O = Member since
® Friday, 26 December 2008 20:17

= Last online
® |ezs than & minute ago
m Profile views

2 views
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5. We can find out who this person is and then approve their request. After
approving the request and refreshing the page, notice that jlord_test_user68
and jlord_test_user103 are now friends; they appear under each other's profile.

Making or rejecting friend requests is straightforward, and users on our site can
figure this out. As administrators, we now know that the tool for making and
rejecting friends on our network works. Although we do not have any content at this
time, we do know that people can connect, and that our website has the potential to
facilitate user registration and allow users to interact with each other.

Messaging—writing and checking mails
Making connections and becoming friends with users in the network requires
sending a message to a potential friend who is a user on the social networking site.
The message received by the potential friend gives the user the option to accept

or reject the invitation. We do not have the option to send a message back and
communicate with the originator of the friend request before accepting or rejecting
the invitation to be friends. It is essential to note that, like most social networking
systems, communication among users on our site can only occur among users who
choose to connect or become friends. This is a safety measure that helps us prevent
unwanted messages.

Users can send private messages to each other within the system. Our system is
designed to permit messaging only between friends.

To send a message:

1. Click on the friend to whom you want to send a message. (You must be
logged in to send messages.)

2. Click on Write Message, as shown in the following screenshot.

Home Prafile Friends Applications Inbox

jlord_test_user103

o = Member since
m Friclay, 26 December 2008 20017

| » Last online
m 2 days ago
= Profile views

B4 vigws

E= Photos @Videos [ Wyrite Message
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3. Type a message, and then click on the Submit button to send your message.

4. When the friend receives the message, they will see the notification bell
(similar to the one that we saw when we sent a friend request).

5. After we click on the notification bell, we will see our message. Read the
message and respond to it (if required). The messaging system can also be
accessed through the Inbox on the Profile menu.

Reading message Apps head party

Inbox | Sent Write

Mezzagesz between you and
your friend

ey

Between You and jlard_test_userGS

= I Actual mezsage |
% é:)\ Ape you coming to the party?

Ptz rebzo10, 0819 P @ jlord_test_useiz 3¢ Delete message

I'll be there at S9pi.

_— I Type your responze here.

Add reply

6. The messaging has begun!

Inviting others to join the network

So far, we have made connections with people who are members of the site. We
assumed that everyone knows about the site and wants to make connections with
people within the site. What about our friends in our e-mail address book, or our
friends on other networks? They know us but do not know that we have created this
new website, which is soon to be a household name!

JomSocial enables us to invite other people to our network by sending them
an e-mail through the JomSocial mailing system. This process is two-fold. The
administrator has to enable the function and make sure that it works, and then
users can invite other people to their network.
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Administrator settings

JomSocial uses an inbuilt cron job feature to send our e-mails, convert videos into
.swf formats, and generally optimize the site's performance. This cron job feature
has to be enabled in order to allow users to invite others outside our network by
using their e-mail addresses.

To enable the cron job, carry out the steps below:

1. Login to the back-end.
2. Click on Components | JomSocial | Configuration.
3. Enable the Cronjob / Scheduled Task Process.

Advance Search

Allow guests to perform o O ves
advance search

Cronjob | Scheduled Task Process
Send email on page load Mo @ ves

Registrations

4. Click on Save.

Enabling the cron jobs will allow users to invite others to our network. Let's see how
this works.

Some hosting services (for example, those using cPanel) may also have
cron job features, which could help improve the site's performance. Check
T with your hosting service.

Inviting others to our network

Once the cron jobs are set up, registered users on our site can invite non-member
friends to check out this new site.

[75]

[ PUBLISHING ]

www.EngineeringBooksPdf.com



Making Connections with Users and Friends

Let's log in from the front-end and go through the process:

1. Log in as one of the users (Jackie Newperson).

Get Connected!

= @ Connectand expand your network

= @ View profiles and add new friends

= @ Share your photos and videos

= @ Create your own group or join others

Members Login

Lzername
jnewperson
Fassword
SR ORES

Remember my details

Forgotyour Fasswort f Usemarme?
Resend activation code?

Horme Praofile

Inwite Friends
Req ent
Pending rmy

m 2 views
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3. Complete the form. We can enter as many e-mail addresses as we like, and a
brief, optional message.

Invite friends to App Reviews

Show all Search Advanced Search Invite Friends Reqguest sent | Pending my approval
You can invite vour friends to this community. Just add their emails here and we will send the invite for vou.

From
newperson@email.com

T

friendifyahoo.com, friendz@yahoo.com, friend3@yahoo.co.uk, friends@omail.com,
friend7@yahoo.co. inl

Sepatate emails with 2 comma
Message:

I ju=st joined this really cool website. You should check this out hefore buying any apps.

(Optional)

K Seroll Tol

4. When we click on Send Invite, the system will send e-mails to the listed
e-mail addresses. The recipients can then click on the link to visit our site.
Below is a copy of the e-mail received by our friends.

Jackie NewPerson invites you to join App Reviews

From: Kifari - App Retings and Reviewss <jnewperson@email com= Add to Contacts
To: friend1@yahoo.com

App Reviews

Jackie MewPerson invites you to join App Reviews
I justjoined this really cool website. You should check this out befare buying any apps

You can view your friends profile at hitpkifari.comfindex php?option=com_community&vies=prafile &
userid=63&invite=63&lternid=2

Fittp: Sy kitari.coms

The ability to inform others about our site and invite them to join it is a great way to
connect with our friends and acquaintances in other online realms.
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Summary

Making connections with friends, and communicating with other users, is the core

of any online social networking community. The intuitive interface of our system
makes it easy for users to know where and how to access the features of our network.
Making connections is the first step in building a network.

In this chapter, we explored some of the basic interaction that occurs between users
on a social networking site. In our next chapter, we will continue with this exciting
experience by adding content and encouraging others to comment on our content.
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Creating Content and
Sharing Activities

A website (social network) is only as good as its content. You can have the flashiest,
most gimmick-filled website, but if it does not have content, is not user friendly,
and does not attract users to come back to it, then it will become another nine-day
wonder and no one will remember it.

Let's take a look at some of the existing social networks and what makes people
come back over and over and over again. Yelp (http://www.yelp.com/) is a social
networking site that includes reviews of local businesses and attractions. Users can
post reviews of businesses, and through a reputation system, the website ensures
that only honest feedback is provided. Users to the site can also view reviews to
help them decide how to approach an attraction or business. This is a great tool

for planning a vacation or even for searching for good deals on goods and services
within our community.

Pleaserobme.com is another controversial social networking site that harnesses and
consolidates tweets on the site, in order to broadcast a person's absence from their
abode. Like foursquare. conm, it is designed for users to use their tweets to check in
with their followers to let them know where they are. Examples of some of the tweets
found on the website are: "We don't know about you, but we like to travel incognito"
and "We wouldn't want the world to know where we are and what we are doing."

Pleaserobme.com has received so much media and blogging publicity as people
criticize the fact that it may encourage burglars to rob users. Well, anyone that

uses the site probably knows what the potential consequences are. The publicity,
however, has been great for the developers of the site. The site has good traffic and a
steady stream of site visitors. They are currently searching for venture capitalists to
help them take the website to the next level.
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We want our website (http://www.kifari.com) to be the next most discussed thing
in the blogosphere. We stated in Chapter 1, Not Another Social Networking Site that our
website is a social networking site that lists and reviews cell phone applications.

Cell phone applications are currently grouped into Apple and Droid apps, and one
needs to visit a specific brand or cell phone company site to find out more about
these applications. The Apple store provides product overviews of their apps and
identifies staff picks and the pick of the week. There are also some customer reviews.
A rating system for Droid apps with any of the mobile phone companies is yet to be
set up by any of the cell phone companies.

The idea here is to set up a social networking system that will offer a system for
rating iPhone and Droid apps that is independent of the companies that sell or
manufacture these products. The site is aimed at providing an open and transparent
social networking environment for the exchange of listings and reviews. This
information sharing and rating system will provide users with a platform on which
to showcase what they have done or can do with the specific apps they have on
their phones.

The information from this network could provide app developers with insightful
information about specific apps. And it could help provide users and potential
buyers with valuable information regarding product capabilities and limitations.
Such a service has the potential to provide users with information and thereby offer
potential users of specific apps the opportunity to make informed purchases. It may
also provide developers with insight to product capabilities and limitations, which
could be used to improve existing products or facilitate the creation of new apps.

In this chapter, we are going to create content for our site in order to attract more
appheads (the name for users of our site) by:

* Extending our social network to include a ratings system by using SOBI, a
Joomla! directory extension

* Listing apps

* Reviewing apps

* Displaying listings in profiles

* Sharing multimedia content such as videos and pictures
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Installing SOBI2

SOBIl is a free GPL Joomla! component that allows for the creation of professional
directory and review systems for Joomla!-driven sites. And it integrates seamlessly
with JomSocial through the requisite plugins. SOBI can be downloaded from the
official website, at http://www.sigsiu.net. To perform this installation and
integration, we will need the following:

SOBI2 for Joomla! 1.5 (com_sobi2-RC2.9.2.4.715).

The Latest Reviews Module (SOBI2_LatestReviewed Module). We may
need to unzip this file and upload the one for Joomla! 1.5.

The Latest Entries Module (SOBI2_Latest_Module). We may also need to
unzip this file and upload the one for Joomla! 1.5.

The SOBI2 Reviews & Ratings Plugin (reviews_plugin), this should be the
one compatible with SOBI2 (2.9.x). This plugin should be installed through
the SOBI2 plugin system, and not through the regular Joomla! extension
installation system.

A plugin to integrate SOBI2 with JomSocial, which can be found on the
JomSocial website (under Addons). The My SOBI2 Entries plugin will
enable users to display their listings under their profile (p1g_sobiposts-
0.2.zip).

The SOBI2 component, modules, and plugins are installed just like any other Joomla!
extension. As with similar Joomla! components, it is always good to configure the
extension before using it. To configure SOBI, we need to do the following:

1.

Go to the administrative back-end, and then click on Components | SOBI2 |
General Configuration. Most of the default configuration settings work well.

The SOBI2 Configuration has various options, namely:

¢ Custom Fields Manager: This allows us to edit, add, or remove
information fields that we want users to include in their entries.

* General Configuration: Some of the notable features that we may
want to change under General Configuration include the Component
Name, which will be the name of our directory. We will name ours
"Rate, Share and Review Apps". The other thing would be how many
entries per line; the default is 1; this can always be changed depending
on the intended final look.

* Entry Configuration: These settings define how we want entries to be
categorized. This also includes an option to charge a fee for entries. All
our entries are free.
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View Configuration: This includes how we want entries to appear.

Payment Options: If users are charged, this provides options for
payment.

Language Manager: This comprises of the languages that we want to
use on the site.

Registry Editor: Leave it as it is.
Recount Categories: To re-count how many categories are available.
Uninstall SOBI2: To uninstall SOBI2.

3. We also want to categorize apps by phone type, such as Droid, Apple,
Blackberry, or Others, with other broad categories such as games, business,
books, music, shopping, fitness, and so forth.

4. Click on Entries & Categories | Add Category. We can also add brief
descriptions of each category. Here are the categories that we have created.

Entries & Categories

* Awaiting approval {07
all Entries (17

add Entry

Aadd Category

Add Multiple Categories

:J Categaries

Configuration
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5. Click on Configuration | Custom Fields Manager. This allows us to
customize the types of reviews and items that we want users to write about
on our site. Our listings will include:

* Name of the app
e Cost
* Brief description of what it does

6. Inthe end, users will have the ability to select the categories that the app
belongs to. We can specify that users can put in apps up to five categories, or
whatever the settings may determine.

7. Now, let's install the SOBI2 ratings and review system. This is done
through the SOBI Configuration | Plugins | Plugin Manager. Install
the reviews plugin.

Entries & Categories

Configuration
Templates & CS8S

Plugins

® Plugin Manager

s Reviews and Rafings

8. Click on the plugin to configure it. Towards the end of the configuration
settings, there are additional things that need to be done to the code. This
shows us different files where we need to insert specific codes.

Place "=7php echo Splugins[reviewsT, 7" in your Details View Template on the place where you want to show the reviews and the add reviewratings form
Flace "=7php echo $this-=plugins'reviews'->showRating($ mySobi-=id); =" in your Details View Template on the place where you want to show the rating
results (stars)

Flace "=7php echo Spluginsreviews, ¥=" in your V-Card-Tempglate on the place where you want to show the reviews (numbers) and ratings (stars) results.

9. Let's take the first line, and break it down:

Place "<?php echo $plugins|['reviews']; ?>" in your Details View Template
on the place where you want to show the reviews and the add review/
ratings form.
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This is telling us to place the part in quotes <?php echo $plugins['reviews'];
?>" in a specific template called Details View Template. To do that:

°  First, save this configuration.

°  Go to Templates & CSS, and then click on the Details View
Template, as illustrated in the following screenshot.

Entries & Categories

Configuration

Templates 8 CSS

Templates Manager
Cetails Yiew Template
W-Card Template iJT
Entry Form Template

C55 File
Email Templates

10. This will open the editable code of the Details View Template. (Note that the
Details View Template is what appears after users complete the forms list
apps). This will make a review link appear on each entry. We want the form
to appear at the end of the description.

<?php
/**

*

@version $Id: sobi2.details.tmpl.php 5379 2010-02-26 17:30:01Z

Sigrid Suski $

*

*

* X X ok

*

*

@package: Sigsiu Online Business Index 2

@author

Name: Sigrid & Radek Suski, Sigsiu.NET GmbH
Email: sobi[at]lsigsiu.net

Url: http://www.sigsiu.net

@copyright Copyright (C) 2006 - 2010 Sigsiu.NET GmbH (http://

www.sigsiu.net). All rights reserved.

*

2
*
*

@license see http://www.gnu.org/licenses/old-licenses/gpl-
.0.html GNU/GPL.

You can use, redistribute this file and/or modify

it under the terms of the GNU General Public License as
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published by
* the Free Software Foundation.

*/

/*please do not remove this line */
defined( ' SOBI2 ' ) || ( trigger error ("Restricted access", E_
USER_ERROR) && exit() );

/* ______________________________________________________________
* This is the template for the Details View

?>
<?php HTML SOBI::renewal( $config, $mySobi ); ?>
<table class="sobi2Details" <?php echo S$style; ?> >
<tr>
<td><?php echo $ico; ?><hl><?php echo $SmySobi->title; ?></
hls></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><?php echo $img; ?></td>
</tr>
<trs>
<td><?php HTML_SOBI::showGoogleMaps ($mySobi, S$config); ?></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>
<div id="sobi2outer">
<?php HTML_SOBI::waySearchUrl ( $waySearchLink, $config );

?>
<?php echo HTML SOBI::customFieldsData( $fieldsFormatted
)i?>
<br />
</div>
</td>
</tr>
</table>
<table class="sobi2DetailsFooter" width="100%">
<tr>
<td>
<?php HTML SOBI::addedDate ($config, $SmySobi); ?>
&nbsp; &nbsp;
<?php HTML_SOBI::showHits ($config, $mySobi) ;?>
</td>
<td><?php HTML_SOBI::editButtons (Sconfig, $mySobi); ?></td>
</tr>
</table>

<?php echo $plugins['reviews']; ?>
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11. Place "<?php echo $this->plugins['reviews']->showRating($mySobi->id);

?>" in your Details View Template on the place where you want to show the

rating results (stars).

12. We want this to appear alongside the title:

7=
<?php HTML SO0BEI::renewal( Sconfig, SmySobi ); 7>

<table class="schifZDetails" <?php echo $Sstyle; 7> =
<tr=>

Sthis->plugins["reviews"]->showRating (SmySohi->1d); ?x</td>
</ tre

<td=<?php echo $ico; ?r<hl=<?php echo SmySobi->title; ¥=</hl> <?php echo

13. Save and go to the V-Card Template.

14. Place "<?php echo $plugins|['reviews']; ?>" in your V-Card-Template on
the place where you want to show the reviews (numbers) and ratings
(stars) results.

<td <?php echo §style; x>

<?php echo SeditButton; 7>
<?php echo SdeleteButton; 7>
<?php echo Sico; 7>

<?php echo Simg;: 7>

<?php echo Stitle; 7>
<?php echo Splugins['reviews']: 7=
<?php echo HTHML ZCETI: icustonFieldshata(5fieldsFormatted) ; 7>

15. We placed the code below the title.

16. We saved any changes that we made.

Comprehensive documentation is available on the SOBI2
o website (http://www.sigsiu.net/).
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After setting up SOBI2, we need to activate the SOBI2's JomSocial plugins, similar to
activating any plugin. This can be done by clicking on Components | JomSocial |

Applications.
L2 =T FTIgTIT Wamme T OTUET % ACTESS CEVeT TyPE=
1 O wwalls o i} Public community
2 [ My SOEl Entries v a Fublic community
3 O Latest Photos - % 1 Public community

We will rename My SOBI Entries to My Listings.

Because the main goal of this site is for users to provide app reviews, we will make

My Listings part of the core profile applications (that is, all users will have this as
part of their core profile, and cannot remove it).

Site Menus Content C

K nts E i Tools Help

Legacy: 1.0 1% Preview

p Plugin: [Edit \ -4
Save Apply]

Details Parameters
Hame: | py Lisings

Enabled: (O 10 ® ves

Type: community

» Plugin Parameters
Date Format Fjs, v

Core Application
Plugin File:

sobipasts hp

Access Level: [PiElic

Registered
Special

Order: 0 (walls) [V]

Description: Displays a user's SOBI2 ertries on their profile.

A Joomla! component cannot be used without a link to it. So we need to go to our
menu manager and create a link to our SOBI2 component.
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To create a link to our new component, carry out the steps below:

1. Create a link to the SOBI2 component and call it Listings. Go to Menu |
Main Menu | New SOBI2 | Latest entries. SOBI2 provides us with various
menu options. We will create a menu for visitors to our site to view listings ,
as shown in the following screenshot:

t. Menu Item: [Edit]

Menu lkem Type

Menu ltem Details
D: 10
Title: | Listings
Alias: listings

Link: |indes phptoption=com_sobi2 &zobi2Task=zho

Save, refresh, and let's view what we have on the front-end.

Notice that we have a new link. When we click on this link as a guest to the
site, we will see the latest app review listings.

AIBICIDIEIFIGIH]IJ]KILIMIMN[OIP[QR|S|TIU|Y[W]X]|Y|Z|0-9

Search Add Entry

Mew Entries

Scrall Ta Top

There are no apps listed at this time because we have not entered any. We have
configured the SOBI component and it is ready for use.
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Listing apps

At this time, we have no listings and we have barely started our community. We
have still not given people a reason to come to our site. Content is the key. Well,
advertising is probably the best way to tell people about our site, but then if we do
not have content, they will probably not return.

Let's list some apps:

1. Click on Add Entry.

Search  Add Entry
You are not logged in and therefore you cannot add an entry.

Please login or register

2. We, of course, cannot enter listings unless we are a registered member. So
we need to click on Sign up--Become a Reviewer, and then log in, go to the
listings menu to add an entry.

3. Complete the form and select all of the categories to which this app belongs.
The form has been broken down into three parts as follows.

°  PART 1: Enter the title, description, and the cost of the app.

Add New Entry
All fields with * are reguired.
Title * MName of App
DEREAlm B 7 U |- Fonttamiy - || ~Fortsize - (w| [ EEEE 9

HTML — =iz

Enter what it can dof or what it does

Cost Cost

v Free §0.559 v §1.99 §2.99
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o

PART 2: Enter any additional information. We can also
upload images for this app.

Ay other reguirements

B I U | Fortfamiy- [w]-Fontsice-|v| | 48 = = E =
HTML —— EE éE

what else do you need to use this up|

(Boms] ©
(Gome.] @

o

PART 3: Select all of the categories associated with this app,
and then click n Send.

Please Select a Category

You can add this entry in up to 5 categories

:J Categories 333 Apple

[ Apple Shopping
[ Droid <4<

=[] Blackkerry

-] Zames

-] Business
-] Books
-2 Shopping
=[] Fitness
-] Music

Categaty Description:

8

Scroll To Tap
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4. Apps are set to be automatically published, so let's click on the listings link
again to view the apps that we have listed.

Listings

A|IBICIDIEIF[GIH|IJIKILIM[N|OP|@]R|S|T|UY]W]X]|Y|Z|0-9

Search Add Entry

MNew Entries

MusgiclD

= §0.09
= §2.99

hdobid

= Free
Meed to have high speed internet on your cell phone for this to work well.

Scroll To Top

5. Notice that there are now two listings, and they look pretty good, with an
image. We should encourage our users to include images with their listings.
Click on the title of the app to learn more about it.

AIBICIDIEIFIGIHITJIKILIMINIO[P|Q

Search  Add Entry

MusiclD

An app that recognizes and identifies any music from your phone. Powered by Shazam
= §088
m §2.98

Date added: 2010-05-16 003316 Hits: 13

Rate now | Select |»|
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Reviewing apps

Reviewing listed apps is intuitive. After we click on the title to learn more about
the app, the view provides us with the opportunity to review the app. We do this
by selecting how many stars that we want to attribute to the app, and then clicking
on Write Review.

Want to write in a review?
Share your thoughts and experiences with this app.

Marme:
Email:
Show my
ermail
Title: |Music 1D Review

thiz =ong. I had just got my Jamsung Eternity [A]
from ATET and wanted to try out all the cool
festure=s. I had the trisl wersion to try out 7
Muszic Ids so I thought, Why Not.

Within a few seconds....literally a few seconds,

i had wy song tile. It was totally cool.

Well, I used the trial wersion and did not want

to pay a hefty $0.99 cents each time I used it.

And, I did not want to pay $2.99 per month for
Teyt |unlimited use either. 5o, I canceled the service. |¥

Reviews are published instantaneously. Click on the Listings menu to see the
difference. Notice that the listings have stars.

Search  Add Entry

MNews Entries

MusiclD

= §0.99
= §2.99

Mahitl

= Free
Meed to have high speed internet on your cell phone for this to work well.
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When we click on the title, we will notice that in addition to the description of the
app, the app reviews also appear on this page.

MusiclD

An app that recognizes and identifies any music from your phone. Powsred by Shazam
= §0.949
= 52494

Date added: 2010-058-16 00:33:16  Hits: 14

Rate nowe: | Select |» |

Music ID Review by jlord_{est_user1 00 on May 16, 2010

So, l'was sitting in my car one night and | heard this sang. | had just got my Samsung Eternity from ATET and wanted to try out all the cool features. | had the trial
version to try out 7 Music [ds so | thought, ¥Why Mot

‘Within a few seconds.. literally a few secands, i had my song file. ltwas totally cool
Well, | used the trial version and did notwant to pay a hefty $0.99 cents each time | used it. And, | did notwant to pay $2.99 per month for unlimited use either. So, |
canceled the service

<< Start < Prev 1 Next = End >»

SOBI2 makes it very easy to add an app rating system to our site. Although the SOBI
component is primarily designed to be a directory extension, a few plugin additions
and code tweaks to the extension can turn it into an effective rating system.

Another Joomla! review extension to consider is JReviews.
+  JReviews can be purchased from the JReviews website (http://www.
% reviewsforjoomla.com/). Make sure that your host server supports
the following requirements: PHP5.2.x with json and mbstring extensions,
as well as ionCube loaders.
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Displaying listings in profiles

The SOBI2 Entries plugin enables users to display their listings on their profile
(plg_sobiposts-0.2.zip). This plugin, found on the JomSocial website (under
Addons), permits us to integrate JomSocial and SOBI2. In Chapter 2, JomSocial: Setup
and Configuration, we learned how to install JomSocial plugins, which then appear as
applications in our profile. Let's install this plugin through the same process (from
the back-end, install/uninstall).

Site Menus Content Components Extensions Tools Help Legacy: 1.0 1% Preview 0 M2 © Logout
¥ Plugin: g e v Q
Save Spply Close Help
Details Parameters
Hame: iy Listings Plugin Parameters

Enabled: () 1y (3 ves Date Format Fjs. v

] conmerity Core Application | No [v]
Plugin File: sobiposts -ahp
Access Level: [RiEiis
Registered
Spacial

order: [ (iall) [

Description: Displays & user's SCBI2 entries on their profile

Once installed, the plugin becomes one of the applications that users can add to

their profile.
My Listings
Displays a user's S0BI2 entries on their profile. oo
Created Date: 2009-12-03  ‘Yersion: 0.2 Author: Patrick Jones M

Users' app listings will then appear under their profile.

My Listings
Title Category Date Added
Mk Apnle, Music March 14th, 2010

Notice that we gave users the option to make this app a part of their profile.
Administrators can also make this a core application, in which case, it will be
a part of everyone's profile.
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Multimedia

A social networking site is not complete without the ability to share images and
videos. Adding multimedia can be done from two places: under our Profile, and
under the Applications menu, then Photos and Videos.

My Status

Share wour thoughts here. ..

& Edlit prafile B add applications 3] Write Meszage
= Change profile picture 1 Start & neww group B9 gy wour inbox
=4 Privacy B Invite Friends ' Upload phatos

B add video

1. From your profile, click on Upload photos.

Upload multiple photos

All Photos = My Photos

Ma album created yvet. Create Dﬁe aTayy

2. Enter the album information, and then click on Create one now.

‘Album name: | The Snowman

Description: | These are pictures of the first snowmman I even created

CreaAIbum

[95]

rusLsne S \WWW. EngineeringBooksPdf.com



Creating Content and Sharing Activities

Our network provides us with the opportunity to organize our images. We can
create more than one album and upload more than one image at a time. The upload
time depends on the size of the images and the server settings. You will see an image
upload success message if the images have been uploaded successfully.

Home Prafile

Applications Inbox

Upload multiple photos

Back to album  All Photos |~ My Photos

Album images will be uploaded to
Select photo album /
| The Snowman [T

he Snowrman [v] & View Alburn

You have uplaaded 0 out of 500 aiiowed photo Lpioads. Appheads are permitiad o upload

no more than 500 images in total
ChDocuments and Settings\Beatrice Elc [T zet as album cover

As you add images, more windows
will appear to upload more than one

; . = i at a time.
ChDocuments and Settings\Beatrice B Ll g6t as album cover megomatme

Lpload another photo | Start Upload

[ Maxirurm upload file size 25 (MB) ]

Let's click on View Album to view our virtual snowmen. We can also click on the
images to see the full-size image.

These are pictures of the first showman | even created

?% _
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Videos

Uploading videos uses a similar process to photos. Within our network, we have two
options for including videos. The first option is to upload videos to our own server.
While this is great for allowing users to share their original videos, it could soon
overload your server space. If you are like most of us and have shared hosting, you
may want to be cautious about permitting your users to upload videos. This can be
turned off in the administrative back-end.

The other option for including videos is through existing video websites, such as
YouTube, Metacafe, and Google Videos. This option can minimize server overload
issues, and should be encouraged for that reason. Besides, we are all going through
an overload of information and passwords that are at multiple places. Having a way
to consolidate resources and information is encouraged.

1. Go to Applications | Videos, and then click on Add Video, in order to open
a window that will present you with two options: link, and upload.

The window provides you with information on which providers or
video websites can be used with the network, and provides the video
specifications if we opt to upload our own video. Remember, the upload
video option will not show if it is turned off by the administrator.

Add Video

Link Video Upload Video

You can create a link to the following You can upload your own video from
video providers: your hard drive. Flease observe the
follawing rules:

« YouTuhe o Google Videno
Yahoo ¥ideo = WySpace Viden = The file must be smaller than 25

Flickr * Vimeo il
Metacafe « Blipte Video should not be longer than 10

Dailymation  » Break rinutes.

Live Leak o Yiddler Only the fallowing format is
supported: mpa, mpeg, avi, div,
mpd, flv, wrey, moy, ast
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2. Adding a YouTube video: Click on Next under Link Video. Enter the URL
of the video in the window that opens; select the category and to whom you
want to show the video. The categories are set by the administrator. This
website is about cell phone apps, so we found a video on YouTube on cell
phone apps titled "My Top 10 Best iPhone Apps".

Link Video

“Wideo URL }www.yo utubie. comiwatch Pw=A85YrpikKKpO

Category I General .

Who cansee (3 Puplic

O Site Mermbers
O Friends
O Qnly me

Yoau hawve woloaded 0 owt of 50 alfowed wideo uploads,

Link Video

If the video is successfully linked, it will appear in the user's videos and in
the networks activity stream. This may not always work if you are working
locally (localhost).

My Videos

All Videos My Videos Search

My Top 10 Best iPhone Apps
0 wiennes
Last updsted: less than 2 minute ago

Edit | Delete
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3. Uploading videos: Click on Next under Upload Video. This process is
similar to uploading images. The administrator can add file size restrictions
to it.

Upload Video

* Select video file | Browse..

I Maximum upload fle size 25 (ME) ]

“Title |

Description

Category IGeneraI v

Who cansee & puplic
O Site Members
O Friends
O only me

Yiou havie waloaded 0 out of 50 aliowe video Lnioacs.

Upload Yideo

Adding multimedia to our social network is easy and intuitive. Any user will be able
to figure it out.

Summary

Our website is becoming exciting. Users can add content to our site; a few apps have
been listed and reviewed, and there is some multimedia. Joomla! and JomSocial are
fully extensible and allow integration with other Joomla! components. The system
can work as-is, without any extensions. It mostly depends on the overall goal of
your site. We will continue to build connections and create content in Chapter 6,
Community Building and Interaction through group creation.
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Community Building and
Interaction

Online communication in the form of messages and information exchange on social
networks has become a significant part of human communication. Social networks
are facilitating inter-personal communication and the dissemination of all kinds of
information and media content. As online messages and information exchange on
social networks increase, more social networking sites have emerged around the
world. Some of the notable ones are Nexopia (Canada), StudiVZ (Germany), iWiW
(Hungary), Tuenti (Spain), Orkut, and Hi5 in South America and Central America.
Other social network sites are Friendster, Gowalla, and Bebo. A good list of social
networks is available on Wikipedia.org at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_
of social networking websites.

There are social networking sites for almost every human activity. However, there
are two broad categories of such networks: profit and non-profit social networks.
Examples of profit sites are:

e Gurgle—a social networking site for parenting owned by Mothercare:
http://www.gurgle.com/default.aspx

¢ QQ-—an instant messaging service in China that also provides online games,
pets, and ringtone downloads: http://www.qgq.com

e Mixi—a site for meeting and interacting with people in Japan:
http://www.mixi.jp

e Cyworld —a Korean site for friendship: http://www.cyworld.com.cn/main

e Yelp—a US product and services review site: http://www.yelp.com
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The following are examples of non-profit sites geared toward social and
development programs:

e SixDegrees.org: http://www.sixdegrees.org

e TakingITGlobal: http://www.tigweb.org

e Care2: http://www.care2.com

e Idealist.org: http://www.idealist.org

e WiserEarth: http://www.wiserearth.org

e OneWorldTV: http://tv.oneworld.net

e FreeRepublic: http://www.freerepublic.com/home.htm
e OneClimate: http://www.oneclimate.net

e Network for Good: http://wwwl.networkforgood.org

Online communities form and develop around specific interests and activities. For
our site to be effective and valuable to its users, we need to determine the type of
community that we want to build. Next, we need to decide what our community
members will be able to do within the network: will they have a private messaging
system, discussion forums, message boards, and can they share images and videos?

Our social networking system, JomSocial, allows users to create communities
(known as groups within the system). An administrator of a JomSocial social
networking site can set up how many groups (or communities) users can create. She
or he can set the type of activities community members can perform and the limits of
such activities. For instance, as administrators, we can decide whether members can
upload videos and images, engage in group discussions, and post messages on walls.
Also, administrators can determine the limits of user activities by deciding how
many images and videos they can upload, and the number of discussion messages
and wall messages users can post in a given time frame. We made some of these
decisions as administrators in Chapter 2, JomSocial: Setup and Configuration.
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In order for a social networking site to facilitate effective communication
and user-regulated interaction, the site administrator will have to address
the following concerns:

1. Is our community interface user-friendly and easy to navigate? This is
essential because an interface that makes it easy to find things and makes
interaction easy also attracts and keeps users.

2. How are we going to attract users to our community? Why would users want
to join the community? Are there any benefits? These are some of the most
challenging questions for any community. Communities exist because of
people. Communities exist because of relationships and therefore, as a group
or community owner and manager, we need to ensure that community
members are continuously engaged and contribute to group activities.

3. How do we get members to take ownership of their community? Ownership
is important. Each community probably needs a leader. Members must take
responsibility for their community; they must nurture it and help it grow.

In this chapter, we will:

e Create groups or communities and let the groups appear in our profile
¢ Build and manage communities by:

o

Changing the community avatar

¢ Creating group content

°  Attracting community members

Moderating communities

Encouraging members to contribute to group activities
°  Promoting the network to others

Reporting group activities to the administrator
Leaving the community

Removing group content
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Creating communities or groups

We have previously created accounts, and added apps to our profiles. Our next task
is to create communities or groups.

Create a community by carrying out the steps below:

1. Login from the front-end. We will log in as Jackie Newperson. We can create
a new group by going to Applications | Groups | Create, or by selecting
Start a New Group from the menu below My Status.

2. Complete the form:

‘Group name | App-xercise

‘Description |Apps for working out. This group is for those using the apps for
weight loss. Are the apps working our for you? Have you lost
weight? What are some of the challenges you hawve come across?
Are there any tips you would like to share with us

‘Category | iphone v

Grouptype ® ORen
Anyone can join and viewe this group.

Private
This group requires approval for neswy members to join. Anyone can view the group's description. Only group members|
content.

We can select a Category. Available categories are pre-defined by the
administrator; we set them up in Chapter 2, JomSocial: Setup and Configuration.

We can make our groups open or private.

Discussion ordering ® Orderbylastreplied
Crder by creation date

Photos Disahle group photos.
® Allow mermbers to upload photos and create albums
Allowy anly group admins to upload photos and create albums.
Group Albums |6
Videos Disahle group videnos. ]
® Allow rmermbers to upload videos.
Allow anly group admins to upload videos.
Group Videos |§

Fialds maried with an asterisl (%) are required.

Create Gruuvp“ Cancel ]
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3. Complete the settings, and then click on Create Group.

4. Click on View your group now to preview our first community.

App-xercise

All Groups = My Group(s) Search Create

A Reportgroup [ Share this

Ll [nvite Friends Delete Group Edit Avatar

O Group Information ( You are the group owner )
Category: iphone
Hame: App-xercise
Description: Lpps for working out. This group is for those using the apps for weight loss. Are the apps working our for you?

Have you lost weight? What are some of the challenges you have come across? Are there any tips you would like to
share with us
Created: Frictay, 26 March 2010

Creator: Jackie MewPerson

At this point, our community is new. We have our own menu, we can edit our avatar
(group image), and we can share announcements, have discussions, share pictures
and videos, and post messages on our wall. We can also modify the group settings
by clicking on Edit and changing some of the settings that we made during the
community creation process.

Showing your groups under your profile

Users' groups appear under their profile. We did this in Chapter 3, Remote Installation
and Managing User Profiles when we added applications to our profile, including the
group application. To ensure that the group application is activated, we will have to
do the following;:

1. Loginas a user (Jackie NewPerson).

2. Go to Applications | My applications in order to view all of the applications
made available to users by the administrator. The group application should
appear in this list.
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3. If the group application does not appear in the list of available applications,
click on Browse, find the group application, and add it.

Browse

My Applications Browse

Latest Photos
| Latest Photos Plugin for JomSocial AzrulStudio 2008

Created Date: T October 2008 Version: 1.6 Author: AzrulStudio

Feeds
RSS Feed Application for JormSocial

" Crested Date: 7 October 2008 Yersion 1.6 4uthor. AzrulStudio

Groups
Groups for JomSocial %

Crested Date: 19th August 2008 “ersion: 1.6 Author: AzrulStudio

4. Go back to our profile by clicking on Profile. The groups we belong to now
appear in our profile.

Groups

Here iz & short listing of the groups that the user has registered in.

O
()

Create Mew Group | Show All Groups

The location of each application is dependent upon the administrator settings. As an
administrator, we may want to move the group application to a location that is more
visible. This can be done from the administrative back-end. As an administrator, the
group extension is one of the applications that we may want to consider as one of
the core applications. If we do not make it a core application, not every user will

be able to activate this application by adding it to his or her application. We may
want to notify users of the existence of such applications if we do not make it a

core application.

We have created a group; we need to make it attractive for others to participate in the
group. We will log in as a user and create two more groups: Google Nexus apps for
music and iPhone apps for music.
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Building and managing our community

Building a community starts with the owner of the community. How do we make it
attractive enough to get others involved? We created three communities, each with

a unique niche. How then do we encourage other users to join our community? We

provided a community description when we created our site. Now we need to give

our community a character.

Advertising communities

By default, groups appear on the front page of JomSocial (if they are set to appear).
The administrator can go through the JomSocial configuration process, deciding how
many groups should appear on the JomSocial front page. (For more information,
please refer to Chapter 2, JomSocial: Setup and Configuration.) This is done from the
back-end by clicking on Components | JomSocial | Configuration | Layout. The
settings can be changed under Frontpage, as shown in the following screenshot.

Frontpage
Frontpage activities |1

Frontpage recent 3 Uzers
members

Frontpage recent videos |5 “ideos
Frontpage recent photos |3 Photos
Frontpage recent groups |5 Groups

Show search | Hide [

Show who's online | Members Only (
Show latest members | Show
Show activity stream | Show

Show latest videos | Show

Show latest groups | Show

0| |3) BRpan

Show latest photos | Show

Take note of the Activity Stream. Enabling this feature and making it show on the
front page will stream all individual and group activities on the main JomSocial
page. This is another way to inform visitors about what is happening on the site,
at a glance.
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After we log out and go back to the main network page (click on Sign Up--Become
a Reviewer), notice that the groups appear on the main page, as shown in the
following screenshot.

Latest Groups

O
A

Google Nexus Apps

for Music

This is a group far all music lovers
using the Google Mexus 1.

S _rl b .rl

Wiew all groups

Click on View all Groups to see all of the groups (or communities) that have
been created.

Changing a community avatar

Do the following to change a community avatar:

1. Log in from the front-end (as the owner of a group). We will log in as Jackie
NewPerson, the creator of the App-xercise community.

Click on Applications | Groups, and then click on the community title.

From the group site, click on Edit Avatar. The process is similar to the way
in which we uploaded individual avatars. Click on Browse to locate the
group image, and then click on Upload in order to update the avatar with
the new image.

[108]

[ PUBLISHING ]

www.EngineeringBooksPdf.com



Chapter 6

Group Information { You are the group owner )

Category: iPhone
Hame: App-xercise
Description: Apps for wearking out. This group is for those

Hawe you lost weight? What are some of the
share with us
Created: Friclay, 26 March 2010

Creator: Jackie MewPerson

4. Our community now has an attractive avatar. What a great way to promote
our group!

Earlier in this chapter, we mentioned some concerns that we need to address when
building communities. These included the need to attract users to our network.
Our next task is to create some content and invite others to join our community.

Creating group content

1. We are still logged in as Jackie NewPerson, the creator of the
App-xercise community.

Each group has the ability to create announcements
@@j%‘\ (or bulletins/news), start and contribute to discussions, share
g pictures, share videos, and post comments on the group wall.

Click on Create Bulletin. Complete the form, and then click on Add News.

Click on Create Discussion. Complete the form, and then click on
Add Discussion.

4. The processes for creating a group album and uploading pictures and videos
are similar to what individuals do to their profile. This was discussed in
the previous chapter ; we can follow the same processes to create the
group album.

5. The group wall is self-explanatory. It is similar to having a group discussion.
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For our information, our activities appear on the group page, as shown in the

screenshot below:

All Groups My Group{s) Search

Group Information ( You are the group owner )

share with uz
Created: Fricary, 26 March 2010

Creator: Jackie MewPerson

Mo album created yet.

Category: iPhone
Hame: App-xercize
Description: Apps for warking out. This group is for those using the apps for weid

Have vou lost weight? Yhat are some of the challenges you have cornl

Announcements ”
| Welcome To App-xercise

Friday, 26 March 2010 by Jackie MewPersan

My fellow appheads, | started this community so we can share ourweight loss expetiences with our apps.

Displaying 1 of 1 bulletins Creste Bulletin | Showe all bullstins
Discussions »
CJ Free workout apps q:_;' 0 Replies

Started by Jackie MewPerson,
Dizplaving 1 of 1 dizcussions Create Dizcussion | Show all discussions
Photo Albums »

Remember: a group is only as good as its activities and content, and the members
that contribute to the group interaction. We have created some content, as the owner
of the App-xercise group. We need to attract other users so that they can contribute

to the group's activities.
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Attracting community members

Our website, Kifari.com, is a site for app reviews and ratings. It is an open
community and users need to be registered to contribute, rate, and review apps. In
Chapters 3, 4, and 5, we created profiles, made connections with other users, and
created some content. We all belong to the main Kifari community.

Our social network's group function permits us to create our own niches within
Kifari.com. We have created some communities, and now we need to share
information about our community and attract users. There are two options for
bringing users into our community. We can invite our friends, or users can
self-invite (users invite themselves to the group).

Option 1: Inviting our friends

1. Invite friends by clicking on the Invite Friends tab:

[ Invite Friends Delete Group Edit Avatar

2. Select the friends that you want to invite, write a brief message, and then
click on Submit. Jackie has two friends —test users 113 and 87. We invited
both of them; invitations are sent to the users' e-mail addresses associated
with their registration. The e-mail will contain information on how to accept
or reject invitation.

JomSocial uses the Cronjob/Scheduled Task Process to send e-mails.
. This needs to be activated in the Administrative back-end in order for
% the JomSocial system to be able to deliver invitations to invitees' e-mail
L= inboxes. To do that, log in to the back-end, and then go to Components |
JomSocial | Configurations. The cron jobs feature is under the Site tab.
Select Yes, and then click on Save.

Cronjob / Scheduled Task Process

Send email on page load C,. Ma Gﬁ\(es
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Option 2: Inviting yourself to join a group

Groups appear on the main page of our social network; to invite yourself, perform
these tasks:
1. Click on Home on the main profile page, and then click on View all groups.

2. Click on the title of a group (we clicked on iPhone Apps for Music). This
opens the group's page. Click on Join Group to join the group.

Join Group

Are you sure you want to join iPhone Apps for Music ?

3. Click on Yes to join the group. Notice that there are now two appheads in the
iPhone apps for music community.

Members

afl @y

Showe Al (2)

If the group is a private group, you will receive a message that the owner of the
group has been notified, and the owner will have to approve the request before you
can become a group member.
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Moderating communities

Moderation settings are dependent upon the administrator. When we set up our
social network in Chapter 2, JomSocial: Setup and Configuration, we decided that group
creation does not need administrator approval. That is one level of moderation.

The second level of moderation occurs at the community level. Group owners can
moderate group activities by deciding whether members can post activities and how
many posts, videos, and images members can add or post. This is done by clicking
on the Edit button which is (visible only to group owners).

Once you become a member of a community, you are ready to contribute to it.
The owner of the group may have already created some content, and community
members will need to contribute in order to ensure that the group grows.

Group members can participate in discussions, contribute videos and images, and
post comments on the group wall. The Bulletins and announcements are reserved for
the group owner.

There are other group activity plugins (available at http://www.socialcode.co. uk)
that can be used to enhance group activities, for instance, group URL and group file
sharing. These are usually in the form of plugins like the following;:

e JS Activity Comments: Allows users to comment on the activity stream

e Custom Group URLs: Allows groups to have custom URLs

e JomSocial File sharing: Allows file sharing within JomSocial communities

Promoting the network

The best way to get more people to be a part of a community is to advertise the
community to non-users or your friends using other systems. The Share this tool
enables us to share our group with our friends who are not yet a part of this network.

A Reportoroup £ Share this

Delete Group Edit Avatar
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We can share our network with our friends on other popular social networks or we
can send information directly to our friends' e-mail. Again, we need to remember
that the cron jobs feature needs to be enabled in the back-end in order for this

to work.

Share this

Share this via link:

B Facehook gt delicious

&7 windows Live ) Stumbleupon
¥3) Blinklist G Bookmarks
& ny Space Twitter

® Beho =4 Twine

® Faves W Al

@ Linkedin M 1 Bookmarks

Or Send to email:

2 Ding

Furl

i+ Diigo

M Manga

® Blogmarks
k= Technorati

B3 rewsvine

Message: (Optional)

Enter email addresses; separate multiple recipients with cormmas.

=

Share this page

Reporting group activities to the administrator

Although we hope that all groups will have user-friendly activities, some activities
may need reporting. Users can report a group by simply clicking on the Report
group link, completing the form, and submitting the form to the administrator.

A Reportoroup [ Share this

Delete Group

Edit Avatar
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The settings of this tool are set by the administrator and are done through the
JomSocial configuration process. The settings can always be changed or modified.

Report this

Predefined reports | Select a predefined report

Selecta predefined report
Report message | Spoamming / Advertisement
Profanity / Inappropriate content.

Leaving the community

We all want to be part of bustling dynamic communities. However, group
members have the option to leave a group if they lose interest or decide not to
continue to be a part of the group. The Leave Group option appears on group
members' accounts, providing an easy way of leaving a group. We can leave
any time, no questions asked!

A Reportgroup B Share this

Invite Friends Leave Group

Group owners also have the option to disband or delete the group. This option is
available only to group owners. Clicking on Delete Group will remove a group
from the social networking system.

A\ Reportoroup (5 Share this

LIl Invite Friends Delete Group Edit Avatar

)
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Removing group content

Only group owners can remove entire group posts. This can be done by clicking on
the Edit button.

A Reportgroup B Share this

Inwite Friends Celete Group

This menu also allows us to make changes to our group. The group's content
and activities can be removed or reset by selecting the checkbox next to Remove
associated activities, and then clicking on Save.

Remove associated )

activities By checking thiz option, all existing activities that are associated with thiz group will be removed

Flelds maried with ah gsterisic (7 are requlred.

Save Cancel

Summary

The interactions that we have had indicate that the interface of our community is
simple and that the features are easy to find and use. As we continued to test our
site in the online environment, we have gained confidence that our social network
site is user-friendly enough for others to use. We may test it by having others use the
system to determine its ease of use.

As we recall, all activities are logged on the main page of our network. We can
always go there to see what our users have been up to.

Building communities is one of the basic applications that facilitate user
interaction. In addition to becoming friends with other users, having a community
of individuals who share similar interests is a good way of promoting interactions
in a social network.

The interface is simple, intuitive, and the features of the system are easy to find.
Learning how everything works takes time. In this chapter, we created and managed
our communities. In the next chapter, we will get into some technical details of how
to customize our template.
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The main objective of a service-oriented site is to understand the context in which
the information on the site will be delivered, and the kind of audience it is for.
Contextually, our site will have most of its content generated by the visitors who are
expected to post content on the site, and also use content posted by others in order to
enhance their mobile phone use. To this end, a good knowledge of the kind of users
and visitors that we expect on our website is crucial to the site's success.

The layout and services provided on the site need to take into consideration the
four elements of human communication identified by Bordewijk and van Kaam
(Towards a New Classification of Tele-Information Services in The New Media Reader,
Wardrip-Fruin, N and Montfort N (Eds) 2003 published by the MIT Press,
Cambridge and London) classified information traffic patterns of electronic
networks: allocution, conversation, consultation, and registration.

e Allocution: Refers to traffic pattern, where a networked service facilitates the
storage of information that is then delivered to users of the network

e Conversation: Is the interactivity that is made possible through an electronic
system that allows the exchange of information between users

e Consultation: Is the communication pattern that takes place within an
electronic system that permits the delivery of information upon a request
from a user

e Registration: Refers to the communication pattern within an electronic
system that allows the gathering of information from users; this could be
user-generated content
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A social networking site as an electronic communication system has the potential

to seamlessly integrate all four forms of human electronic communication patterns
when carefully planned and implemented. Our main goal in this chapter is to lay
out the front page and the user menus so that they can incorporate the four patterns
of communication. This will facilitate the desired level of interactivity among the
potential users of the site. To do this, we need to make sure that our layout ensures
that the user login link and links to site content are prominently displayed on the
site for easy use. The main focus is to ensure that, regardless of the kind of layout
we choose for our site, access to the site login, links to site content, and user menus
should be situated on the site such that users will not have difficulty in finding them.

Laying out our site is a form of branding that requires the customization of the site's
look. To customize our site, we will have to tinker with the site's template. Most of us
may not know how to design a template; we probably rely on other talents to create
the template that we use. We adopted the Quasar template from RocketTheme for
our Joomla! installation. It has a GPL license, and works with minimal customization.
Also, our installed JomSocial component has a template that integrates with

any Joomal! template. However, we will need to make some JomSocial template
customization in order to ensure that our site has a user interface that is efficiently
interactive and provides the service that we set out to offer to our potential users.

In this chapter, we will customize the JomSocial template by doing the following:

¢ Duplicating the default template and changing some of its elements
e Changing the default avatars of the template for individuals and groups
e Changing the background color of the template

e Creating a new set of user menus

Duplicating the JomSocial template

Start the customization process by duplicating the default template folder and
renaming it. The default folder will be renamed kifari and the duplicate will be
called default.

1. Duplicate the default template folder by going to our site's root folder:
components\com_community\template folder, and then right click and
copy, then paste, and then rename the folder.

2. Rename the default template to use a unique name, we named ours kifari, and
the duplicate will be called default.
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3. Next, log into the Joomla! administrative back-end and then go to the
JomSocial component: Components | JomSocial | Configurations | Layout.
The templates are under template settings. Notice that the kifari template is
now available as an option. Select it, and then save your selection.

Template Settings
Select Template | kifari |

bladeout
blueface
bubble
default

Enable karma fkifari -

Karma Points < (g4 v oA oA

Karma

Uze

We have now changed the name of the default template, after duplicating it. The
default template is now named kifari, and we will continue the customization and
template modification using this template.

Changing the avatars for individuals and
groups

We are about to change the default images, in order to make them our own.
Some of the default images can be found in the following directory: rootfolder/

components/com_comunity/assets/. This directory can be accessed through your
FTP client or the root folder of your site through your hosting cpanel.

We will change the default avatar and thumbnails for groups and individuals, by
modifying the following images: default.jpg, default_thumb.jpg, group.jpg,
and group thumb.jpg.

To change the avatars, carry out the steps shown below:
1. Locate the following files: default.jpg, default_thumb.jpg, group.jpg,
and group_thumb. jpg in the template directory.
Determine the images dimensions and sizes.

Create our own default images using photo editing software. Keep the same
image names.
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4. Upload the new images to the images directory. We have to make sure that
we are overwriting the old files with new ones that have the same names.

Members Search
Hewest | Festured Members | Active | Popular
/ :S}“ ] Try our Advanced Search
Tl e +i54 454 O vk +h +h i 4554 vt
LR
. .\.ﬁlr 4354 v &b v Latest Groups
& Ol = v e
“iewy all members [ 3211 App{qkead
Group
Videos "
Newest | Festured videos | Popular [
%‘5\:‘?‘ Iy Top 10 BestiPhone Apps
bR B viewvs
= Last updated: Monday, 15 March 2090 14:59
% jlord_test_user103 Google NGXUS Apps
for Music

Notice that the default profile and individual images have been updated with our
new images. We may change the other images in this folder to further customize the
look of the template.

Changing the background color of the
template

If we intend to keep the site simple but efficient, the JomSocial default template is
great. A plain white or plain color background is always attractive. We may want
to remove the classic JomSocial green and sand colors. These changes can be made
in the same folder as the default and thumbnail images. In order to keep the design
measurements consistent, we will have to keep the same dimensions.

e The image files can be located in the template images folder: components\
com_community\templates\default\images\ (or replace default with
your template name)

e The images we may want to look at are:
toolbar.png
app-box-header.png

e  Other files can be found in the toolbar sub-directory:
toolbar-bg.gif
toolbar-item-on-left.gif
toolbar-item-on-right.gif
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The CSS file can be found in the css folder. A good CSS editor will also show us how
the changes that we are making will affect the template, before making your changes.
Some good CSS editors are Dreamweaver, Expression Web (formerly Frontpage),
and KompoZer (http://www.kompozer.net/). KompoZer is an open source web
authoring tool.

Modifying the JomSocial main page

We will change the text on the front page, as well as the JOIN US NOW,
IT'S FREE button.

Get Connected! Members Login

Uzername

Password

©000

Fememhber my detailz

Forgot your Fassword f Usermname?

OIN U JOW

Resend activation code?

To modify this part of the template requires two steps: identifying the code, and
modifying it.

Identifying the code

Open the kifari template folder, locate the frontpage . guests. php file, and open it
(in a web design editor that you may have, for example Dreamweaver or, Expression
Web, KompoZer, or Nvu). Now let's examine the file:

e The top part of almost all PHP files will have some copyright information.
Note that the company that developed JomSocial permits template
modification and creation. The asterisk indicates that these lines are not a
part of the code that affects the execution of the page; they are comments.

<?php

[ **

* @package JomSocial

* @subpackage Template

* @copyright (C) 2008 by Slashes & Dots Sdn Bhd - All rights
reserved!
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* @license http://www.jomsocial.com Copyrighted Commercial
Software

*
*/
defined (' JEXEC') or die();
?>
<div class="greybox">
<div>
<div>
<table cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0" border="0" width="100%">
<tr>
e The part starting at defined (' _JEXEC') or die(); is the beginning of
the code that affects the execution of the page. <table cellpadding="0"
cellspacing="0" border="0" width="100%"> is the opening code of a
table. The part that we want to edit in the image from the previous page is
available in a table with one row and two columns.

Left column

Let's take a look at the components of the left column.

Get connected

The left column of the JomSocial template is written by the following code:

<td valign="top">
<div class="introduction">
<hl><?php echo JText::_('CC GET CONNECTED TITLE'); ?></hl>

The above code represents Get Connected!, as shown on the front page of the
JomSocial template.

The following code defines the bulleted points on the front page as given below:

e Connect and expand your network
e View profiles and add new friends
e Share your photos and videos

e Create your own group or join others

<ul id="featurelist">

<li><?php echo JText:: ('CC CONNECT AND EXPAND'); ?></li>
<li><?php echo JText:: ('CC VIEW PROFILES AND ADD
FRIEND'); ?></li>
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<li><?php echo JText::_('CC SHARE PHOTOS AND VIDEOS') ;
?></1li>
<li><?php echo JText:: ('CC CREATE OWN GROUP OR JOIN') ;
?></1i>
</uls>

Removing a bullet

If we want only three lines, we need to remove one bulleted list.

ul id="featurelist">

<li><?php echo JText::_('CC CONNECT AND EXPAND'); ?2></li>
<li><?php echo JText::_('CC VIEW PROFILES AND ADD FRIEND') ;
?></1li>
<li><?php echo JText::_('CC SHARE PHOTOS AND VIDEOS') ;
?></1li>
</ul>

Note that in order to remove a bulleted point, we will have to remove a complete
line of code, for instance, <1i><?php echo JText:: ('CC CREATE OWN GROUP

OR JOIN'); ?></1li>.We have to take out the <1i></1i> tags and everything in
between. If some code is left, the template may no longer work. After removing the
code, save the file in its original folder, refresh your page, and enjoy it.

Modifying the code

We have identified where we can change the Get Connected! text. Our website is
about app reviews. Let's change Get Connected! to Become an Apphead!.

1. Find and open the en-GB.com_community.ini file. This file can be found at
root folder/language/en-GB/en-GB.com community.ini.Open the file
in a web editor. When opened in Notepad, it will look jumbled and almost
impossible to decipher.

2. Go through the lines and locate the line cC GET CONNECTED TITLE. The
search and replace function in your code editor can help you to locate
this line.

718

719 B €C GET CONMECTED TITLE=Get Connected!

Ta0 CC CONMECT AND EXPAND=Connect and expand your network
721 CC EUTTON LOGIN=Login

722 CC EUTTON CLO3ZE=Closze

723 CC PHOTO ALEUM BEY=By
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3. When you find the line, you will see: CC GET CONNECTED TITLE=Get
Connected!. Change the information after the equal sign from Get

Connected! to Become an Apphead!. The new code will read: cC GET
CONNECTED TITLE=Become an Apphead!

716 CC EUTTON 3EARCH=3earch

717 CC BUTTON RESET=Rezet

718

719 @ CC GET CONNECTED TITLE=EBecome an Apphead!

720 CC CONNECT AND EXPAND=Connect and expand your network
721 CC BUTTON LOGIN=Login

T2z CC BUTTON CLOZE=Close

723 CC PHOTO ALEBUM BY=Ew

4. Save the en-GB.com_community.ini file and upload it. Refresh your page,
and voila! We are now inviting people to be appheads! We will have to repeat
this process to change the other bulleted text. We intend to have only two
bulleted points, and will also change the text on the join button.

5. Change of the four bullets to two with the following text:

e List, review, and recommend apps

e Share app experiences

Become an Apphead!
@
@

OIN L) APPHEAD

Notice the change in text and the number of bulleted points on the front page.

Adding a bullet point

To add a bullet point, copy a complete line of code —everything between an <1i>
and an </1i>—for an existing bullet point, for example:

<li><?php echo JText:: ('CC SHARE PHOTOS AND VIDEOS'); ?></lis

and change the text of the bullet to the desired text. In our case, we changed it
as follows:

<li><?php echo JText:: ('Learn about mobile phone apps'); ?></li>
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* We changed the text by using a sentence format (not in all

capitals) and deleted the "CC" because we do not need to

change the code in the en-GB. com_community. ini file.

The code in the frontpage .guests . php file should now look like this:

ul id="featurelist">

<li><?php echo JText:: ('CC CONNECT AND EXPAND'); ?></li>
<li><?php echo JText:: ('CC VEW PROFILES AND ADD FRIEND') ;
?></1li>
<li><?php echo JText:: ('CC SHARE PHOTOS AND VIDEOS'); ?></lix>
<li><?php echo JText:: ('Learn about mobile phone apps'); ?></li>
</ul>

Save the file (fErontpage . guests.php), upload it into the kifari template folder,
refresh the site, and notice the changed list of bullets.

©ee

The Join button

The text JOIN NOW IT'S FREE! over a green button is rendered by the code below:

<div class="joinbutton"s>

<a 1d="joinButton" href="<?php echo CRoute:: (index.
php?option=com community&view=register', false ); ?>" title="<?php
echo JText:: ('CC JOIN US NOW'); ?>">
<?php echo JText:: ('CC JOIN US NOW'); ?> </a>

In lay terms, any code that begins with cc, or any other code that begins with
JText::_(" (for example:'CC GET CONNECTED TITLE')represents a changeable
value that can be found in the Language folder in the main Joomla! installation root
folder file (joomla installation root folder/language/en-GB: en-GB.com
community.ini).

We do not need to alter most of the code found in the

frontpage.guests.php file. The required alteration
g will be made in the en-GB. com_community.ini file.
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Right-hand column

The right-hand column on the JomSocial template is generated by the
following code:

<td width="200">

<div class="loginform">
<form action="<?php echo CRoute::getURI();?>" method="post"
name="login" id="form-login" >

<h2><?php echo JText:: ('CC MEMBER LOGIN') ; ?></h2>
<label>
<?php echo JText:: ('CC USERNAME'); ?><br />

<input type="text" class="inputbox frontlogin" name="username"
id="username" />
</label>
<label>
<?php echo JText:: ('CC PASSWORD'); ?><br />
<input type="password" class="inputbox frontlogin"
name="passwd" id="password" />

</label>
<?php if (JPluginHelper::isEnabled('system',
'remember')) : ?>

<label for="remember">

<input type="checkbox" alt="<?php echo JText:: ('CC REMEMBER MY

DETAILS'); ?>" value="yes" id="remember" name="remember"/>

<?php echo JTeXt::_('CC REMEMBER MY DETAILS'); ?>

</label>

<?php endif; ?>

<div style="text-align: center;
padding: 10px 0 5px;">
<input type="submit" value="<?php echo
JText:: ('CC BUTTON LOGIN');?>" name="submit" id="submit"
class="button" />
<input type="hidden" name="option" value="com user" />
<input type="hidden" name="task" value="login" />
<input type="hidden" name="return" value="<?php echo S$return;

2> />

<?php echo JHTML:: ( 'form.token' ); ?>

</div>

<spans

<?php echo JText:: ('CC FORGOT
YOUR'); ?> <a href="<?php echo CRoute:: ( 'index.php?option=com
user&view=reset' ); ?>" class="login-forgot-password"><span><?php
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echo JText:: ('CC PASSWORD'); ?></spans></a> /
<a href="<?php echo CRoute:: ( 'index.
php?option=com user&view=remind' ); ?>" class="login-forgot-
username'"><span><?php echo JText:: ('CC USERNAME'); ?></span></a>?
</span>
<br />
<a href="<?php echo CRoute:: ( 'index.
php?option=com community&view=register&task=activation' ); ?>"
class="login-forgot-username">
<span><?php echo JText:: ('CC RESEND
ACTIVATION CODE'); ?></spans>
</a>
</form>
<?php echo $fbHtml;?>
</div>
</td>
</tr>
</table>

This is the login form where we enter our username and password.

Creating a new menu link in the JomSocial
toolbar

JomSocial allows the modification of its toolbar. Instead of having separate Joomla!
links on our website for listing and reviewing apps, we can create a new menu
within the JomSocial profile toolbar that will serve this function.

The menu will be linked to the SOBI2 component that we installed in Chapter 5,
Creating Content and Sharing Activities. We want our users to be able to list and review
apps from their social network toolbar. We will name these menus: List Apps and
Recommend Apps. They will be submenus (children) of the menu (parent)

To do list.

Creating a new menu link is a two-step process:
Step 1: Identifying the file and adding the menu

1. First, identify where we want to put the new menu on the JomSocial toolbar.
We will place our new menu between Applications and Inbox.

Horme Prafile Friends Applications Intiox

Members
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2. Identify the file that needs to be modified (toolbar.index.php, which

is located in the directory with the following path: components/com_
community/templates/your template)and open itin a web editor.
Identify the code at about line 122.

110 £1li id="toolbar-item-apps” clazsgs="<?php echo §toolbarClasz[TOOLEAR_APFP]:?-">

111 <a href="<?php echo fapplten->link; ?=" onmouseover="jons.toolbar.open| '

112 <php echo gappltem-caption; 2=

113 < fa

114 <div 1d="m3" ommouseover="joms.toolbar.cancelclosetine| )™ ommousecut=""7]on

115 <?php echo FoustomToolbar--getMenultems (TOOLEAR_AFPF, 'prepend']; ?=

116 <#php echo fcustonToolbar-FgetMenultens (TOOLBAR_APP, 'append'): #=

117 < fdiv-

118 </1ix

119 <?php

1z0 h

121 1

1z2 =

123 B

The new menu code will have to be inserted after »>

3.

Enter the following code into the file:

<li class="" id="toolbar-item-apps">

<a onmouseout="joms.toolbar.closetime ()" onmouseover="joms.
toolbar.open('m5')" href="/index.php?option=com_ communityé&amp;v
iew=appsé&amp; Itemid=2">To do list</a>

<div style="overflow: hidden; visibility: hidden;"
onmouseout="joms.toolbar.closetime ()" onmouseover="joms.
toolbar.cancelclosetime ()" id="m5">

<a ref="/index.php?option=com communityé&amp;view=groupsé&amp;tas
k=mygroupsé&amp;userid=62&amp; Itemid=2">Item A</a>

<a href="/index.php?option=com_ community&amp;view=photos&amp;ta
sk=myphotos&amp;userid=62&amp; Itemid=2">Item B</a>

<a href="/index.php?option=com communityé&amp;view=videos&amp;ta
sk=myvideos&amp;userid=62&amp; Itemid=2">Item C</a>

</div>
</1li>

Let us explain the links. The code between <a ref="/ and </a> represents the URL
that we want to link to. In this example, we duplicated the links from groups, photos,
and videos under the Applications menu.
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Save and upload the modified file, and then preview it.

Horme Profile Friends Applications 0 do lis Into
lterm A

Members
ltem B

Itern C

B © O ald&s 9

We now have a new menu item called To do list. Our links are not yet functional; we
still need to create meaningful links.

Before we do that, let's go through the code and understand what we did and how it
affects the menu tabs.

e This top part creates a list beginning with the code <11i:

<li class="" id="toolbar-item-apps">
<a onmouseout="joms.toolbar.closetime ()" onmouseover="joms.
toolbar.open('m5')" href="/index.php?option=com_ communityé&amp;v

iew=apps&amp; Itemid=2">To do list</a>

Notice that the menu is called To do 1ist. We can change that to any title, by
changing the title in the last line of the previous code.

href="/index.php?option=com communityé&amp;view=appsé&amp;Itemid=
2">To do list</a>

e The next code is for styling. We suggest you leave it as is:

<div style="overflow: hidden; visibility: hidden;"
onmouseout="joms.toolbar.closetime ()" onmouseover="joms.toolbar.
cancelclosetime ()" id="m5">

We can add more menus by copying and pasting the same code, but we will have to
change the menu ID, which is identified in the example above as m5. Any additional
menu will require a unique ID.

e The rest of the code is for submenu items:

<a href="/index.php?option=com community&amp;view=apps&amp;Item
id=2">Item A</a>

Each line of code that begins with <a href=" " defines the actual link that we need
to, link to and ">Item A</a is the name (text) of the submenu. We will have to
change this text if we want to change the name of the menu item.

<a class="has-separator" is a separator that is used to create an extra space
between two submenus.
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Our new menu has three submenus. If we wanted to delete some, or add or
rearrange the existing ones, we need to adjust a submenu item between the
following tags <a> </a>, that is:

href="/index.php?option=com communityé&amp;view=appsé&amp;task=brows
e&amp; Itemid=2">name of link</a>

Every open tag in the code, for instance <1i>, needs a closing tag: </11i>. This
closes the list that we started. This is important, as the menu may not appear if the
list tag is not closed.

Step 2: Making the new items linkable

1. We will first go back to the code that we previously inserted, and rename
some of the submenu items, and delete others. We need one item (list apps).
Note our changes in the code:

<li class="" id="toolbar-item-apps">
<a onmouseout="joms.toolbar.closetime ()" onmouseover="joms.
toolbar.open('m5')" href="/index.php?option=com_ communityé&amp;v

iew=appsé&amp; Itemid=2">To do list</a>

<div style="overflow: hidden; visibility: hidden;"
onmouseout="joms.toolbar.closetime ()" onmouseover="joms.
toolbar.cancelclosetime ()" id="m5">

<a class="has-separator" href="/index.php?option=com communityé&
amp;view=appsé&amp; Itemid=2">List Apps</a>

</div> </1i>

Our modified menu now appears as follows:

Horme Profile Friencds Applications To doylist Iglafurs

«2

2. Go back to the code, and identify the code associated with the submenu item:

http://www.your web site.com/index.php?option=com sobi2&sobi2Ta
sk=showNew&Itemid=10

Replace the code between <a ref="/ and </a> with the previous code.
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If you are creating a link to an application, or a link within the JomSocial component,
then paste the code beginning with index.php?option=com_sobi2&sobi2Task=sho
wNew&Itemid=10

However, if you are linking to another Joomal! extension, copy and paste the entire
URL,; for instance:

http://www.your web site.com/index.php?option=com sobi2&sobi2Task=sho
wNew&Itemid=10

3. Save and upload the page, refresh the website, and then test the link.

Simple template enhancements like this can improve the overall efficiency of our site.
We can remove the submit listing from the main Joomla link and make it a part of
the user menu (to be seen only by registered members).

More information about template customization can be found on the
s JomSocial website at http://www.jomsocial.com.

Summary

Customizing or creating a template needs more than one chapter. We have
attempted to provide some guidance on changing some of the features of your
network with minimal developer experience. By making some changes to the default
JomSocial template, we have made an attempt to customize the look of our site. Now
that we know how to change some of the elements of our template and create a new
set of user menu, we are now in the position to explore further customization of our
JomSocial template. In the next chapter, we will explore other tips to finalize the
overall look of our site.
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Throughout this book, we have focused largely on getting the social network
operational. JomSocial works right out of the box with minimal configuration. In this
chapter, we will finalize the look of the site and get it ready for use. We know our
social network works, we know how to invite friends, and we have started work on
the JomSocial template.

We need to plan the final look of our site before we start developing it. Know what
you want and need. Some readers may already have functional sites and just need
to add the social networking component to their site. So the first seven chapters may
have provided all that you needed to get your social network up and running. As
we finalize the look of our site, we will share some tips and tricks (hacks) that could
enhance the overall experience of the users of our site.

Cursory looks at all of the social networks that we have identified in this book have
indicated that the user interface of an online network is important to the success

of the network. This is true for all online services: the user interface has to be user
friendly and functional.

The JomSocial user interface is quite functional, but our challenge is to customize
it for the service that we are offering online, by integrating it with the Joomla!
content management system, the JReviews component, and about 18 plugins that
we currently have on our site. In doing this, we have to use the following pointers
as guides:

e For the visitors to our site, the user interface is the service; if the interface
is difficult to navigate, then it will be difficult for visitors to use the service.
Visitors to the site need to be able to browse around and perform their
activities on the site with little or no hassle. The user interface has to be
intuitive. This will ensure that visitors will use the service and be satisfied
with it. Please refer to User Interface Design Tips, Techniques, and Principles at
http://www.ambysoft.com/essays/userInterfaceDesign.html.
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e We need to ensure that the user interface of our site is simple and facilitates
efficient interaction. However, we have to understand that our site is
dynamic and we will have to make incremental changes to meet the
needs of the users. (For more information on user interface design,
visit http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User interface design.)

In this chapter, we will discuss various tricks that we can use to simplify the user
interface of our site for effective interaction. We will also identify some of the code
hacks that we can make in order to ensure that our site is adaptable to the users'
needs. We will accomplish this by doing the following:

e Making use of the JomSocial profile's positions

e Integrating JomSocial with other social networks: Facebook and Twitter

e Adding other items to the HelloMe module

e Moving installed apps above the activity stream

e Activating Joomla! SEF (Search Engine Friendly) links

e Modifying the PHP. ini file

Using the JomSocial profile's positions

The JomSocial profile template has various positions that can be used to further
customize the look of the social network. JomSocial 1.8 has 10 module positions that
allow us to add features to our social network:

e The module positions vary depending on the page you are on:

° js_side_top: Appears before any content in the side column
of the front page

° js_side_bottom: Appears after any content in the side column
of the front page

Profile | Friends Todolist | Inbox Lagout

Home Aaplications

Js_side_top

js_side_bottom
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e The following six positions are available on individual profile pages:
° js_profile_top: Placed between the toolbar and the
profile page
° js_profile_bottom: Placed after the profile page

° js_profile_side_top: Placed before content in the side column
of profile page, after js_side_top

° js_profile_side_bottom: Placed after content in the side
column of the profile page, before js_side_bottom

° js_profile_feed_top: Placed before the activity stream section
of the profile page

° js_profile_feed_bottom: Placed after the activity stream
section of the profile page

js_profile_top

js_profile_side_top

jlord_test_user1dg bt Me F

T ge 1rg gooad al s
Eaule nformation

B Membar slncs
B Tuesday, 30 S prembs 1 2008 0401

= Lastonling Friemds

. 2mhves a0

= Frofils views o Hersds

= Sukws Showall
My Status js_profile_side_bottom

Share your thoughtrs here. ..

# Edliprotle B i appllcaton A ik Messane
L= Charge prodle plchre B Shrlarew group & Wlew your Inbox
B priuacy = e Flerds ® pload pheokes
B g anes

js_profile_feed_top
Nord et ser 100 & Hende | lHom_ks | user o0

Tmanthage

. S Jor st e 100 WSk 3 ew 3l [

js_profile_feed_bottom

|s_profile_bottom
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e The following two positions are available on individual profile pages:

° js_groups_side_top: Placed before content in the side column
of the groups page, after js_side_top

° js_groups_side_bottom: Placed after content in the side
column of the groups page, before js_side_bottom

Al Groups | My Groupfs] = Search Create

M Reportt group - Share thiz

Group Infor mation

Category: iPhone
Mame: App-xercise
Description: Apps for working out. This group is for those using the apps for weight loss. Are the apps working our for

wou’s Hawe you lost weight ™ Wihat are some of the challenges vou hawe come acrossT Ae there any tips

you would like to share with us

Created: Friday, 26 hiarch 2010
Creator: Jackiz MewPerson
Announcements Jjs_graups_side_top
Welcome To App-xercise Members
Friday, 26 March 20110 by Jackie NewParzon .
bly fellow appheads, | started thiz community 0 we can share aurweight losz experienses with our apps. ﬂl N _~'
Displaying 1 of 1 bulletinz Show all bulletins
Discussions
- Free workout apps & U Heplies _~"
Started by Jackie HewParzon.
Displaying 1 of 1 discussions Show all dizcussions Show AT

Photo Albums
Js_groups_side_top

We added some tools by installing SOBI2, and created the Listings & Reviews link
(refer to Chapter 5, Creating Content and Sharing Activities). Our goal is to make the
mod_sobi2latest module a part of our profile, so that the latest listings will also be
displayed on the right-hand side of user profiles when users log in to the site.

Assigning modules to JomSocial module positions is similar to how it is done in
Joomla!. The difference is that instead of selecting a module position, you have to

typeitin.
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To position the mod_sobi2latest module, log in to the Joomla! administrator
back-end and:

1. Click on the Extensions | Module manager.

2. Find an existing module (or create a module by using the custom
option). We will duplicate the latest listings module to appear in the
profiles, and then save our changes. The module will be placed in the
js_profile_side_top position.

Details
Module Type: mod_sobi?latest
Title: |Latest Listing
Show Title: () g @ ves

Enabled: O Mo @ Vag

Position: |z profile_side_top [V]

Order: |0:Latest Lsting | %)

Access Level:  Public
Registerad
Special

I 73
Description: S0BI2 Latest Entries Module

Menu Assignment

Menus: & ay O none O Select Menu tem(s) from the List

Menu Selection: pammenu
Sign up—Become 2 Reviewer
Listitigs & Reviews
Py Prafile
Faw List

Very important: Make sure that you set the module to appear on all
s menus. If not, the module will not appear in the selected position.
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3. Save the changes, refresh, and view the site.

Logaut

Home Prafile Friends Applications

[ share this
Latest Listing

jlord_test_user108
o o = Member since
m Friday, 01 August 2008 19:40
= Last online
= less than a minute ago -

= Profile views
= 34 views

tUsIcID

] hohitl

About Me

My Status
Basic Information
Share your thoughts here...

Friends
& @ &
- Edit prafile ] Add applications Wite Message 0 frisnds
7 Change profile picture * Start & ness group B v wOLF Nk Show all
Cl Privacy 4 Invite Friencs = Upload photos
B it video

Note that the latest listings now appear in the module position specified.

The features that appear in JomSocial module positions become permanent fixtures
on user profiles. This could be a great way for the website administrator or owner to
periodically advertise or showcase specific website features. Most Joomla! modules
can be published in JomSocial positions.

Integrating other social networks

Facebook and Twitter have become synonymous with social networking. Having
a Twitter or Facebook account can increase the visibility of our site and could
encourage friends of our friends —and their friends — to visit our site.

JomSocial enables us to integrate Facebook and Twitter. With Facebook integration,
users can connect to our site and import their Facebook information into their
JomSocial profile in order to create an account. Twitter integration enables our users
to show their tweets on their profile, and allows the site administrator (the owners of
the site) to also show their tweets.
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Setting up Facebook

The Facebook Connect feature, which we have been seeing under the login form,
allows users who already have a Facebook account to create an account on our site
by using their Facebook login. This feature could be useful; users don't have to create
new accounts with a different username and password.

In order to enable Facebook login, we need the Facebook API Key and Facebook
Application Secret. These can be obtained by creating a Facebook app. We will need
a Facebook account to do so. Follow these steps to set this up:

1. Goto:http://developers.facebook.com/setup/ and log in with your
Facebook login. Enter any information that you are prompted for.

Click on the developer dashboard.

The next page will ask you to import your app into the developer's
page. After this you will see your Facebook API key and Facebook
Application Secret. Click on Edit settings and complete the form.
Follow the directions closely.

4. Log in to the back-end of the website — Components | JomSocial |
Configurations | Facebook Connect. Enter the Facebook API key and
Facebook Application Secret, configure the settings, and save.

Site Media Groups Layout Privacy Hetwork Facebook Connect Remote Storage Integrations
Facebook API Configurations Facebook Settings
Facebook APIKey  fdgrdiratreS6566575454354 355675656 Import facebook profile O Mo @ Ves

o on first sign up
Facebook Application  fghfyS463467456ghdiguE 787856754645
Secret Add Facebook &) 1y, (O ves
watermarks on avatar

Automatically re-import @ Ma O Yes
user profile upon login

Automatically re-import @ Mo O Ves
user avatar upon login

Import user status from @ Mo O Yez
Facebook
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5. Refresh the page, and then click on the Facebook Connect icon on the site.
A dialog box similar to the one shown in the following screenshot will open
if the settings are correct. Users can now log in to our site by using their
Facebook account.

@ Login | Facebook - Mozilla Firefox E]@

| Rtk e, Faceboak, com)login, php?return_session=18nochrame=18fbc f}"
f Facebook Login

Do wou want ko log in ko kifari app reviews with vour Facebook account?

Email: |

Password:

Forgot wour password?

Sign up for Facebook

Dane

After a user logs in with their Facebook account, Jomsocial will automatically create
a copy of their Facebook profile within the network. This becomes a single sign in for
both Facebook and the JomSocial.

Users will always have to use their Facebook login to log in to our site.
a And, whenever they use their Facebook login, it will automatically launch
their account on our network.

Setting up Twitter

We will go through two Twitter setups, and of course, we need to have a Twitter
account to be able to do this.
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Setting up Twitter as an application for ALL of our
users

When we first set up JomSocial, we indicated that the professional version is
packaged with 23 applications, one of which is My twitter updates (this can also be
downloaded from the JomSocial website —see Addons). Administrators of sites can
make this application available for users to install and show on their profile. This
application can be used to update user activities regularly, through their tweets.

The Twitter plugin was one of the apps that we enabled when we started. Let's check
to see if the Twitter application is active. Go to the Joomla! back-end and carry out
the following steps:

1. From the administrative back-end, click on Components | JomSocial |
Applications. Activate the app if it still disabled. This makes the application
available for our users to make it a part of their profiles. We can also choose
to make it a part of all user profiles, core applications.

s || My twitter updates kq A T 5 Public community twitter

2. Loginto the frontend and go to Applications | Browse. Locate My twitter
updates. Add it.

My twitter updates

- Twitter ™ application for JomSocial
- N
=) 17

Created Date: 7 October 2008 Version: 1.6 Author: AzrulStudio

3.  When the dialog box opens, click on Settings, to complete the process.

Settings

Twitter Username  |kifari
Password |eessssssss

Updates count 3|

Update Twitter |Yes +

Show friends updates |Yes
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Once this has been set up and the connection established, users' Twitter updates
become a part of their profile. This may take a few minutes.

My twitter updates

Have you tried the replica island games for droid phones? review at kifari.com
Sunday, 25 April 2010 21:58

Are you using Twidroid? Review the app at kifari.com
Sunday, 25 April 2010 21:36

Are you using the Awesome Shopping App? Tell us what you think at kifari.com
Sunday, 25 April 2010 21:18

Do you have the Where? app. Check out the reviews on kifari.com
Sunday, 25 April 2010 17:04

it's an independent site for app reviews. check out android, apple and other app reviews here
Friday, 23 April 2010 13:27

Created a site for app reviews
Friday, 23 April 2010 13:20

Tweets will begin to show here when a user starts tweeting. Login information can
also be checked by clicking on the tool button if tweets do not display after a while.

Setting up Twitter to share information about
the site

There are various Twitter modules that can be integrated with Joomla!. We
downloaded JF Twitter from the Joomla! website. To set it up, follow these steps:

1. From the administrative back-end, click on Extensions | install/uninstall,
and install the Twitter module.

2. After the installation, go to Extensions, choose Modules, and find JF Twitter.
Enter the Twitter information, the module position, and the pages on which
you want it to appear. We will set the administrator tweets to show up on
the Listings page. Save and refresh the page. It may take a few minutes for
tweets to appear on the site.
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AIBICIDIEIFIGIHIIIIKILIMIN[O[F QRIS TV W] X|Y|Z|0-2 My Tweets
Search  Add Entry 04.05.10
New Entries Listing: Droid. Layar - Droid spp
04.05.10
Listing: Crroid. Bokus
MusiciD 040510
Listing: Droid. Puzzle Blox Arcade
250410
= $0.89 Have you tried the replica island games for draid
m §2.99 phones? review at kifari com
25.04.10
Are wou using Twidroid? Reviewy the app at
labivi kifari.com
250410
Are you uzing the Awesome Shopping App? Tell
us what you think at kifari.com
= Free
eed to have high speed intermet on your cell phone for this to wark well 25.04.10
Do you have the YWhere? app. Check out the
resigwes on kifar.com

|j 23.04.10
- it's an independent site far app reviewss. check out
android, apple and other app reviews here

23.04.10
Created a site for app reviews

i%%;

Scroll To Top

Adding other items to the HelloMe
module

HelloMe is a JomSocial module designed to give quick access to certain menu items.
This module can be used as a shortcut to some menu items when users drift away
from the menu page. We will set it to appear on the Listings & Review page, after a
user logs in. This is a deliberate act of positioning to create an intuitive interface so
that our site users can add listings and check their messages from any page.

Access and enable the HelloMe module from the administrator back-end. We have
enabled it and set the access level to registered. Log in from the front-end and

navigate to the Listings & Review page.

The module has some quick access links to menu items that can be activated or
deactivated through the module settings.
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With a simple hack, we can add more items to the module for easy access. The file
that needs to be edited can be found in the modules folder that is accessed through
an FTP client with this path: modules/mod_hellome/helper.php. Before you make
any hacks, make sure that you back up the file, or make a copy of it.

1. Open the helper.php file in a web editor such as Dreamweaver or Nvu.
There are lots of lines of code —each represents an item that appears on the
HelloMe module, depending on what is activated.

2. We will try to break it down. Scroll through the code to lines 111-116. This
code represents the last item on the hello_me module: My videos.

3. The first part indicates that if the videos' link is enabled (if ($enablevideos)
{ 2>), then it should appear with an icon:
<div style="background: transparent url (<?php echo JURI::
root () ; ?>modules/mod hellome/images/icons-16x16.gif) no-repeat
0 -398px; padding: 0 0 0 22px;">

and poing to this link:

<a style="line-height: 18px;" href="<?php echo CRoute::
('index.php?option=com community&view=videos&task=myvideos&user
id="'.$myId); ?>"><?php echo JText:: ('MOD HELLOME MY VIDEOS') ;
?></a>

</div>

4. Because the features that we want to add are not a part of the original coding,
we will not add the if enabled part. Let's duplicate the code and add it
below the video code. Save and then upload the file, and preview the
hello me module.

& Edit rry status

[E] 0 Mew messages
£y 0 Mew friend requests

& My Friends
o My Groups
BEn My Photos
B My videos
B My videos

8| Log out

Notice that another link to My Videos has appeared after uploading the edited
helper.php.
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Now we know that we can add other items to the menu. Let's add a link for adding
listings (Add Listings). To add such a link, carry out the steps below:

1. Change the address that the link should point to. Look for the code:
href="<?php echo CRoute:_ ?>.Change the address to the new address:
index.php?newaddress to allow users to add new listings.

2. Next, we need to provide the menu title. We need to change it from My
Videos to Add Listings. Locate the text MOD_HELLOME MY VIDEOS and
change it to Add listings. Save and upload document. Refresh the page and
you will notice a new menu item in the module.

o7 Edit my status

] 0 Mew messages
S5 0 Mew friend requests

f';& My Friends
a8 hly Groups
i My Photos
Eg My videos
[ Add Listings

To make things really fancy, we created a new menu that is visible to registered
members for easy access to add new listings. Click on the menu item and it will
take you there. Users can also check their mail and log out from this menu.

Moving installed apps to above the
activity stream

The JomSocial front page displays the user activity stream if this has been activated.
Each user's activity stream also appears in their profile. Unlike the front page, the
administrator or users do not have the option to deactivate the activity stream for
user profiles. However, a simple hack can move the activity stream to below the
installed applications.
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Users profile pages can be edited by accessing the profile.index.php file, which is
located in the JomSocial template folder. In the previous chapter, we duplicated the
default folder and called it kifari. So, we need to look in the same folder to make any
modifications to the profile main page.

1. Locate the file that you need to edit: yourwebsite.com/components/com_
community/templates/kifari/profile.index.php and open the file in
Dreamweaver or Nvu (or other HTML editor).

2. Locate the code between lines 54 and 63.

< div

<?php echo $content; ?>represents the content generated through the
applications.

<?php echo $newsfeed; ?>represents the activity stream.

3. Change to the code above to match the following code, in order to move
things. Save and then upload your changes and then refresh page to see the
changes. Notice that individual streams have moved.

53 Lfdive
54
55
1
57
58
59
&l
&l
62 &
{33
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Joomla! SEF

No Joomla! site is complete without SEF (Search Engine Friendly) web addresses.

1. To enable SEF, go to the Joomla! back-end, click on Site | Global
Configuration, and change the SEO Setting from No to Yes.

2. Next we need to edit the configuration.php file in order for SEO to be
effective. Locate the file with the path rootfolder/configuration.php.
This can be edited by using a web authoring tool like Dreamweaver, Nvu,
or KompoZer.

20 war §live_site = '';
21 war $force_szsl = '0';
22 war foffzet = '0';

Change the 1ive_site value to the site name; in our case, this is http://www.
kifari.com, as shown in the next image. When you make this change, the title alias
in Joomla! becomes very significant, so we will have to pay attention to that as the
alias will be used by Joomla! to create the SEF addresses.

20 var §liwe_site = 'http: /swnr.kifari.com';
21 war $fDrCEfSl = 'a';
Za wvar Faffset-= '0';

JomSocial also supports SEF (Search Engine Friendly) or SEO (Search Engine
Optimization), and this is available under JomSocial configuration. We can choose
between two possible settings: username/features or features/username.

By activating the SEF or SEO on our site, we will change complex URLs such as:
http://kifari.com/index.php?option=com_ communityé&view=profile&userid=
62&Itemid=2 to a simple ones like http://www.kifari.com.

Changing the messages

We can also customize our site's invitation messages that are sent to invitees, by
editing the en-GB.com_community.ini file at the following path in the Joomla! root
folder: rootfolder\language\en-GB\en-GB.com community.ini. Edit the message
around line 209:

Line 209: CC INVITE EMAIL MESSAGE=%1$s invites you to join %2S$s

Other messages can also be changed in this file.
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Video and photo upload sizes

It is essential to have the php. ini file created in order to take care of file uploads and
memory issues. We may have to check the control panel of our hosting company and
create a php. ini file for site optimization. The video and photo file upload size limits
need to be specified in the php. ini file to ensure that our site runs smoothly.

To make these changes, we will have to increase the maximum file size for posting
and uploading, after we have created the php. ini file. Search for the following
values, and change them in the php. ini file to the desired values:

1. post max size =2M

2. upload max filesize =2M

If you are unsure of what you are doing, you may have to contact your hosting
support for some direction on how to address this issue.

Summary

After making the changes and using some of the tips outlined in this chapter, we
now have some insight into how we can customize our site and create a user friendly
interface for an effective user experience that will hopefully make our site a success.

We need to keep good documentation of the changes that we have made, and have

a back-up version so that we can use this to restore changes if necessary. This is
essential because an upgrade of the social networking component of our site may
remove some of the customizations that we have made. Unfortunately, that is the
harsh reality. Hopefully, we may not have to do much when we upgrade our system.

This chapter concludes our work with JomSocial extensions. In the next chapter, we
will briefly discuss other Joomla! extensions that can also be used to develop social
networking sites.
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Networking Extensions

Throughout this book, we have worked on JomSocial, a Joomla! extension that
works right out of the box with minimal customization. However, there are various
other social networking and community-building Joomla! extensions. In this
chapter, we discuss such extensions, which are still being actively developed and
updated: Community Builder, JSocial Suite, Linksutra, CBE, Tuiyo, and Odude.
These community building and social networking extensions are to be considered as
alternatives to the JomSocial Joomla! social networking component. We will discuss
Community Builder and JSocial Suite in some detail.

We can also install these extensions on our local host for testing, and then use the
Akeebabackup Joomla! backup extension to back up the installation and migrate
it to a remote host.

Community Builder

Community Builder is one of the oldest Joomla! social networking extensions. It

has over 150 free or commercial plugins. The plugins provide a lot of flexibility in
the development of a Community Builder-driven social networking platform. They
allow us to integrate a lot of features into a social network developed using the
Joomla! Community Builder extension. Because Community Builder is one of the
oldest Joomla! extensions, it is important to check and review the plugins that can
be installed as add-ons before we install them. The Joomla! core engine has changed
so much that some developers of extensions have not been able to keep up with the
pace of development.

[ PUBLISHING ]

www.EngineeringBooksPdf.com



Other Joomla! Social Networking Extensions

To install Community Builder, we will have to register on its official website at
http://www.joomlapolis.com for a free account. However, not all Community
Builder plugins are free; there are both commercial modules and plugins, listed on
the Joomla! official website. In this chapter, we identify a few free plugins that can be
used to develop a social network similar to the one that we built with JomSocial.

Visit http://www.joomlapolis.com to register, and then download a copy of
the Community Builder component for installation. By now, we are familiar with
the installation of Joomla! Extensions, so we will go ahead and install Community
Builder. The Community Builder installation package comes with four zip files:

e The com_comprofiler component is the core Community
Builder component

e mod_cblogin (a Community Builder-specific login module)
® mod_comprofilerModerator (notifies the moderator of pending actions)

¢ mod_comprofilerOnline (Who's online in Community Builder)

Community Builder (CB) does not work with the default Joomla! login module, so
the first thing that we have to do after the installation of Community Builder is to
disable the existing Joomla! login module and enable the mod_cblogin and
mod_comprofileronline modules for users.

After installation, we will configure CB by accessing its back-end through
Components | Community Builder. It is absolutely essential to publish or
enable the modules (especially the mod_comprofiler module) in order to be
able to get access to our profile when we log in from the front-end. Take a look at
the profile interface after installation. Do so by logging in at the front-end and
clicking on your username. This opens the Profile interface of CB, as shown in
the following screenshot:
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Community Edit

admin Profile Page

Hits: 0

Online Status: QMLIME
Member Since: 4 months ago
Last Online: R

Last Updated:

Contact Info

admin

Unlike JomSocial, CB comes with only three modules. This gives us the flexibility to
add on any features that we want as a part of our social network. However, it will
require some research into Joomla! plugins that are built specifically for integrations
with CB, or any Joomla! plugin that is compatible with CB. Good places to start are
the CB official website and the extensions page on the Joomla! official website.

Also, in contrast with JomSocial, Community Builder has an integral option for
choosing different avatars available within the CB installation; by just clicking
on the edit button; we can also upload an avatar.

CB uses a tab system to display its tool menu when a user logs in. To have various
tools enabled for our users, we need to install extensions (modules, plugins, and
components needed for enabling specific tools or applications). CB-compatible
extensions, when installed and enabled, appear as a part of the tools or applications
that are available to our users; they appear as a part of the tab system.
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If we wanted to have similar features to the app reviews websites with our
Community Builder, we would carry out the activities described in the
following section:

Making connections and integrating with
others

Similar to most social networking systems like Facebook, it is always easy to
determine who is part of the CB network. If the "Who's Online" module is published,
we can see who is online and try to interact with them. We can also see who's on the
site as people participate in activities.

There are some modules, such as cb random users, that allows an administrator to
feature users on the site. This information can be published in a module position to
showcase different users on the site, each time that page is refreshed.

Featured

Directory/Review feature

SOBI2 (available at: http://joomla.sigsiu.net/) also integrates seamlessly into
CB. We can use some of the steps laid out in Chapter 5, Creating Content and Sharing
Activities to integrate SOBI into CB. Although this component is used mainly as a
directory system, it is also fully extensible by using compatible modules and plugins
to add features to its core functions and then integrate with other extensions in a
Joomla! installation.

Messaging feature

UddelM is a messaging extension (component, modules, and plugins) that can be
used to add a messaging tool or application to CB.
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Following are the steps to install UddeIM:

1.

o

Download the package from http://www.slabihoud.de/software/
1d4001.htm (we can also find information at extensions.joomla.org).

The package downloaded comes with the component (com_uddeim); modules
(mode_uddeim, mod_uddeim mailbox, mod uddeim statistics)and
plugins (cb_plug_pms_udde im, cb_plug pms uddeim inbox, plug uddeim
pms_contentlink, cb_plug pms_uddeim blocking). Any plugin, with CB
identification is a plugin that integrates with Community Builder.

Use the default Joomla! extension installation process in order to install
the components and modules. The UddeIM component can be configured
(Components | UddeIM). We can also enable the modules and place
them in preferred module positions.

Community Builder plugins need to be installed through the Community
Builder plugin installation system, Components | Community builder |
Plugin Management and not the Joomla! extension installation:

After we log in, notice the UddeIM Mailbox module. This gives us access to
the messaging component. Click on Inbox to see if we have any mail; there is
none of course. Click on Compose to send an e-mail to someone that you are
connected with. Let's send an e-mail to the admin.

Publish the CB plugins, and let us figure out how it works.

FE@ED

Install New Plugin

Upload Package File

Package File: I Browse Upload File & Install

PMZ uiciclelht o w a9 Puklic uger pms. udddeim

PMS uddelh Inbox o w a9 Public user pms.showinbox
uchdeltd Blocking Plugin o w a9 Public uUSEr blocking uddeim
uchdeltd Profilelink o w a9 Public uUsEr pms uddddeim . profilelink

Display # 20 |+ << Start < Prev 1 Next > End >> Results 1 - 19 of total 19
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7. Once the modules and plugins are enabled, we can view them from
the front-end.

Community Edit CB Login
admin Profile Page Hi, adrmin
Hits: 0
Online Status: QMLIME
Member Since: 3 maonths ago )
CB Online
Last Online: Rl
= admin
Last Updated:

uddelM Mailbox
Contact Info  Blocking | _UE_TABINBOX Mew messages: 1

Inboe: 1

Cutha: 0
Last 10 entries Trazhcan: 0

Archive: 0

Seftings
Status Sender Message

Compose
B4 uddelm Welcome to uddelM! You have succesfully...

The UddeIM Mailbox module allows us to access our mailbox from the module.
When we click on the message, we will be able to access our mailbox and start
sending out messages.

&% Inbox & Outbox [§ Trashcan Archive [E]Compgse

Message from uddelht
11 June 2010, 00:03

delete

archive

Welcome to uddelhd!

fou have succesfully installed uddelid.

Try viewing this message with different ternplates. You can set them in the administration
backend of uddelh.
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Any messages that we send (that we request a copy of) and messages that are sent to
us can be accessed here. UddeIM has some fascinating features. For instance, we can
recall messages and keep deleted files in the trash can, just like the recycling bin of

a computer.

Changing the tab names

Notice that after we installed the messaging system, the tab associated with it had the
name UE_TABINBOX. No one will know what _UE_TABINBOX is. The tabs can
be renamed by going to Components | Community Builder | Tab Management.
Click on the name of a tab and edit it.

uddelihd Blocking s

15 |:| Blocking The Blocking Tab tab Plugin

Eweryhochy tabmain 101 24

PMS ucldeii

16 [ _LE TABIEEO){ tab IRt - Everyhody tabmain 102 25

Adding multimedia

Adding multimedia is at the core of every social network. Users should be able to
show images and videos on their profile, and be able to share such content with
others. Like any other extension, we will have to identify a CB-compatible extension
in order to make such tools available to users.

A gallery tool that can be integrated with CB is JoomGallery, which has a plugin for
CB. Video can also be added by installing the CB Video Player.

Community Builder groups and communities

In order to facilitate group activities in the Community Builder online network
environment, we need to install another component called GroupJive.

Group]ive is one of the earliest social networking tools for creating communities on
a Joomla! site. At the time of its release, most of the Joomla! social networking tools
focused mainly on one-to-one communications and interaction. Group]ive facilitated
the setting up of communities within a Joomla! site. Over time, the project became
dormant, and in May 2009 Joomlapolis, the creators of Community Builder, took
over the project. GroupJive requires Community Builder or Community Builder
Enhanced to work in the Joomla! environment.

The latest stable version of Group]Jive was released as we were writing this book
(April 30, 2010), thus providing us with the opportunity to share and showcase its
latest features. Download Group]ive from the joomlapolis.com website (you will
need to log in first). The file downloaded contains two files: com_groupjive 1.8.zip
(the GJ component package) and plug_cbgroupjive.zip (the GJ CB Plugin package).
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Install the component through the Joomla! extension installer, and the plugin
through the Community Builder Plugin Management installer, and enable it. We
can also create a direct link to GroupJive to enable direct access to it. This is where
users will create groups and interact. Like any other Joomla! component, we need to
configure and check the settings, link it from the main menu, and interact.

Groups

WELCOME TO GROUPS

You can visit groups, join groups or create your owr. Search for a group

Create your OVN Group!

Categories of Community Groups

The admin interface of the group is also very simple.

Group Activities Manager

foursquare ﬁ
m Group type: Open to all
= Founded: 06.05.2010
m Group Members: 1
]

Manager: jlord_test_user100 u MAD

m Grou embers m N

» Group Bulletins m E "

= Return to Group "
New Members Latest bulletin

i There are no messages in group bulletin

Users need to be logged in to create or participate in group activities. If a user creates
or joins a group, that group becomes a part of their profile, and if the group plugin is
activated, users can interact with their groups directly from their profile.
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Contact Tnfo [Additional Tnf{  Mailbox } Groups |

Groupv.a Category»a Creatorv.a Typewa Members Joined v .a

Phones jlord_test_user100 Cpen 1 05/06/2010

© @ =

Integrating Twitter and Facebook

We can integrate existing social networks like Facebook and Twitter into Community
Builder. In May 2010, Joomlapolis released the first stable CB Facebook and CB
Twitter Connect authentication plugins. Those two plugins enable users to connect
to a CB-driven social network by using their Twitter and Facebook accounts, similar
to what we did with JomSocial. One needs to be a CB documentation subscriber in
order to gain access to these tools.

For those who do not want to pay to subscribe, the Twitter for Community Builder
or Twitter tab plugins (available from the Joomla! extensions website) are free
options that enable users to display their tweets on their profile.

Here is an example of how the Twitter tab plugin (http://www.1lst-movers.com/)
appears under the user profile of CB. Users simply need to click on Activate your
twitter account, enter their user information, and then user tweets will appear here.

Contact Info Blocking  mailbox | My Tweets

Twitter is a service to communicate and stay connected thrauagh the exchange of quick, frequent

answers t0 one simple gquestion; What are you doing?
Artivate your twitter account and show yaur timeling inwaur praofile.

Mot using Twitter? Sign up and Join the Conversation!

Another option for displaying social networks is to use the CB social networks
plugin (http://www.juntehispano.com), which enables us to display links to about
10 of our networks at the same time. All we need to do is to add our social network
username, and a link will be shown on our profile.

The same website also has an RSS feeds feature, for adding RSS feeds, called
Multifeed. This allows users to add RSS feeds to their profiles.
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Changing the layout (tips and tricks)

Throughout our brief overview of Community Builder, all of the tools or applications
appeared in tabs. The administrator can change the positions of various features

in order to change the look of the site's user panel. Community Builder has many
CB-specific positions that can be used to change the overall look of the profile

page, similar to the JomSocial profile page positions that we saw in Chapter 8,

Tips and Tricks.

The changes can be made from the back-end by going to Components | Community
Builder (CB) | Tab management. Notice that different features are in different
positions:

# D Title Description Display Plugin Published Access Position Re-Order el Tabid
1 |:| Menu Fitrml CB Menu - Everybody head -10 17
2 |:| Connection Paths Fitrml CB Connections  w Everybody head 4 18
3 |:| User Profile Page Title Fitrml CB Core - Everybody head 8 19
4 |:| Portrait Fitrml CB Core - Everybody michcile: -7 20
5 |:| User Status Fitrml CB Menu - Everybody right £ il
B |:| Guick Message Fitrml ;r;\;la:nmessage b4 Everybody right 5 22
7 |:| Guick Message Fitrml PMS uddel - Everybody right 100 23
8 |:| _UE_PRISLINK Fitrml uddeltd Profilelink Everybody right 103 26
a |:| Contsct Info tak CB Core - Everybody tabmain 4 1
10 |:| Articles tak Content Author b4 Everybody tabmain 3 12
11 [ Forum tab E‘:;’:aﬁon X Everybody tabmain 2 13
12 |:| Blog tak Mambilog Blog X Everyhocly tabmain -1 14
13 |:| Connections tak CB Connections 3 Everyhocy tabmain 28 14

The tab system (tabmain) is the default for adding features. Each feature added
automatically becomes a tab.

But what if we do not want everything in a tab? How do we do that? Community
Builder offers over 90 profile positions to choose from. Let's make a few changes to
the mailbox tab.

1. Go to Components | Community Builder (CB) | Tab management.
2. Click on mailbox (remember, the one that we renamed).
3. Change the position and display time, then save and preview.

Position; Main area [below left/middle/nght) [w] Position on profile and ordering on registration.

In wehich way the cortent of this tab will be

Display type: Rounded div with litle w displaved on the profie.
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4. Notice that the mailbox is no longer in a tab and occupies its own position.
Explore the other positions and display type to determine what best meets
your needs..

malbox

Last 10 entries

Status  Sender Message

= uddelM Welcome to uddelM! You have succesfully...

Contact Info | Blocking My Twests

admin

In order to add applications or tools for interactivity on a CB-driven social network,
it is always good to first check if a component, module, or plugin exists for the
feature that we want to add. We will have to determine whether it is commercial

or free and how users are going to interact with or use the tools. For instance, if we
intend to offer Google advertisements, we can locate an extension that allows for the
integration of Google ads within the CB social network.

Our discussion of the CB Joomla! extension for social networking is not

complete in terms of what can be achieved with setting up a social network

using CB. We have simply demonstrated the potential of this Joomla! extension. A
complete book can be written on this component alone. This discussion is intended
to be an insightful introduction to the subject pointing out the potential of the CB
component as a social networking tool. There are over 150 CB-specific plugins

that can be found at http://extensions.joomla.org/—Categories | Extension
Specific | Community builder extensions.

Note that for a standalone component to be integrated with
Community Builder, we need to have a CB plugin. What we suggest

is that you first determine if plugins are available for a component
that you intend to use. The Joomla! website has nicely categorized
plugins for Community Builder.
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In summary, Community Builder also provides a lot of tools and flexibility

for building social networks. It may take a bit more time to research and find
all of the tools necessary to build an interactive site. While some documentation
is available, one needs to have a paid subscription to the Community Builder
Documentation Membership to get access to some of the CB plugins and more
comprehensive documentation.

JSocialSuite

JSocialSuite (http://www.jsocialsuite.com) is another social networking
component for Joomla!. It is commercial, with a GPL license, and was released in
April 2010 as we were writing this book. It comes with three subscription options
(basic, premier, and developer). We created an account on the JSocialSuite website in
order to access the demo for a better understanding of the features of this component
(click on the Community link after creating and activating your account).

1. This component provides users with the option to choose individualized
templates. As we were completing the registration process, we had the
option to choose a template. Instead of all users having a uniform look,
jSocialSuite allows users to choose a template from a set of templates
made available to users, as shown in the following screenshot:

) 138 Unicornyo

O JSSBlue E m ’ﬂ-l
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2. Users can manage their applications after selecting a template. Users can also
add applications.

Manage applications

You can drag and drop your apps to any position. Some more explanation text. Some more explanation text. Some more explanation text.
Some more explanation text.

Go home

Simple mode

The process for adding applications it quite simple; it even facilitates the
duplication of apps. By clicking on Simple mode, users are able to rearrange
the apps' positions, and customize user profile.

< Menu

ome Y Profievew ] Prfiect | Aplstions] v rionde ] Hembors 1 # templaes L inbox ]y hotor] Forur |

< Agora Forum

Added apps
Posts:
Last Post: Never Application Author ‘Author email Position Order  Actions

: Agora Farum jVitals Team admin@jvitals.com left - 18 @
< 55 Friends

. . - PR YO @
No Friends :( 55 Friends jvitals Team admin@jvitals.com left v o6 @&l
5 Members online .

And 72 Guests Main Menu jVitals Team admin@jvitals.com ER-IN-F

online

The wall jvitals Team admin@jvitals.com i 18 @R i
= Main Menu P—
Twitter jVitals Team admin@jvitals.com i 2O 6 O i
Main Menu -
Home RSS feed reader jvitals Team admin@jvitals.com i 200 @@V
Features jSaocialites Online jvitals Team admin@jvitals.com 100 @R
Blogs

The wall jVitals Team admin@jvitals.com
Support

Community

. jVitals Team admin@jvitals.com
Tutorials

Buy jSocialSuite!
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3. A click on Home sends users to their main profile.

= Menu

e YPrtieview] rrote st L roptcatons v ren ] Hembers ] oy tmioes o ] rooe L For |

=< Agora Forum

Last Post: Never

= jSS Friends

Mo Friends :(
7 Members anling — —
And 76 Guests

online 0/5 stars (0 vote) Gender: Male

Member since: Thursday, 06 May 2010 17:22
1 views Last online: Less than a minute ago
< Main Menu 0 friends

Main Menu

Home

Website: none
Features

Blogs

SEET 2 The Wall

Community

Tutorials ¥ You added the The Wall application to his/her profile
Less than a minute ago

Delete | Make comment

& vou updated his/her prafile
7 minutes ago
A Delete | Make comment

Buy jSocialSuite!

4. The features are easily accessible from the top menu, making it easy for
users to interact. The features available on the demo site are: User Selectable
Templates, Built-in Photo Gallery, Agora Forum, Integration, The Wall
Status Features, Commenting System, Personal Announcements, VitalPM
Advanced Messaging, Full Function Twitter App, User Positionable
Apps, Blog/RSS Feed Reader, Community Visibility/Privacy Settings,
and Configurable Friends App.

This is a Joomla! social networking component to look out for. Just like JomSocial, it
appears to be a ready pre-packaged component. As a new component, there are very
few extensions developed to integrate this component into other extensions.
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Other social networking components

Joomla! has other social networking components that we identified. In this section,
we discuss briefly a few of these components that appear to be updated regularly.
Whereas some components take minimal time for installation and use, others

may require more time, patience, and customization to get them running with

the required user interface. CBE, Linksutra, Odude, and Joomunity are additional
Joomla! social networking extensions that could be considered as possible candidates
for social networking on the Joomla! site.

CBE for Joomla!

CBE is an enhanced version of the Community Builder component
(http://www.joomla-cbe.de/). The demo on the official website indicates
that is has a lot of features in common with Community Builder. It was initially
developed in German, and there may be some progress towards translating it
into English.

Linksutra social networking

Linksutra (http://linksutra.com/index.php) offers a simple Joomla! social
networking component. It has a scrapbook, albums, and demands and offers
features. The demands and offers features can be used for online bidding or
e-commerce. It allows users to bid or make offers on business transactions.

A demo can be found at http://demo.linksutra.com/index.php.

Odude Profile

Odude Profile is a Joomla! social networking component that can be used primarily
for dating sites. A live demo can be seen at http://lovelynepal.com/portal/
member . html. Visit Odude at http://www.odude.com/home/.

Tuiyo (aka Joomunity)

Tuiyo, formerly called Joomunity, has undergone some development to facilitate
smooth integration with Joomla!. It allows users to change their templates,
provides multiple language support, widgets for other social networks, feeds,
and group activities. More information on this extension can be found at
http://apps.tuiyo.co.uk/.
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Summary

Joomla! has encouraged the development of various social networking components
to facilitate diverse social networking platforms for diverse online activities and rich
user experiences. Each extension or component could be the subject of a book.

We hope this book offered you an insightful understanding of the options available
for developing a social networking site with Joomla!. As we have learned, JomSocial
is an excellent candidate for setting up a Joomla! social networking site, but there
exist other formidable candidates for building social networks on the same Joomla!
platform. Even though our discussion was largely based on JomSocial, there is no
doubt that we can explore building a Joomla!-driven social networking site by using
any of the other Joomla! extensions.
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