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Introduction

Im the 19408, a British raveller to Anholt, a small island fifry miles
out in the Kartegae strait berween Denmark and Sweden, noticed
that the island children sang a piece of doggerel that was clearly
nonsense to them. [t went:

Jeck o Jill

Vent op de hill

Og Jeli kom tombling after.

The diery, it tuened our, had been brought to the island by
occupying Britsh soldiers during the Mapoleonic wars, and had
been handed down from generation to generation of children for
130 years, even though the words meant nothing to them.

In London, this small discovery was received with interest by a
couple named Peter and lona Opic. The Opies had dedicared their
lives to the scholarly pursuit of nursery thymes. Mo one had put
more effort into investigating the history and distribution of these
durable burt largely uncelebrated components of childhood life.
Something that had long puzzled the Opies was the curious fate of a
rhrneﬂl.!ed‘]imwl-mdﬂ' Owice as popular as ‘Humpty Dumpey”

and ‘Hickory Dickory Dock’, it was routinely incloded in
children’s nursery books up until the late eighteenth century, but
then it quicdy and mysteriously vanished. I had not been recorded
in print anywhere since 1788. Then one night as the Opies’ nanay
was tucking their children in to bed, they overheard her reciting a
nursery thyme to them. It was, as you will have guessed, ‘Brow
Bender’, exactly as set down in the 1788 version and with five lines
never before recocded.



Made in America
Mow what, you may reasonably ask, does amy of dhas have o
do with a book on the history and development of che English
lanpasge in America? [ bring it up for two reasons. Frst, b0
make the point char it is often the linle, unnoticed things thar are
most revealing about the history and nature of language.
mﬁmhu-mp{amhmﬂmﬂrrﬁmﬂlw
change. Even when they make no sense, as in the case of “Jack
and Jill' with children on an (solaved Danish ishe, they are
generally passed from generarion mw gemeration with solemn
precision, like a treasared incantation. Because of this, they are
cften among the longess-surviving fesmares of any language.
‘Eenie, meenie, minie, mo" s based on a counting system that
predaces the Roman oceupation of Bricain, and that may even be
re-Celtic. 16 50, it is one of ouwr few surviving links with the very
mt past. Ir not only gives ws a fragmentary image of how
childeen were being amused at the tme thar Seonchenge was
baiilt, bt eedls us something abowt kow sheir ebders couned amd
thought and ordered their speech. Lirde things, in shore, are
worth leaking at.
mmmkh:mmmﬂr%&dﬂ-m
feature of language at afl — can survive for bong periods without
anyone particalady noticing, as the Opies discovered with 'Brow
Bender', Thar 8 word or phrase hasn't been pecorded tells us
anly that it hasn't been recorded, not that it hasa't existed. The
imhabitamts of England in the age of Chawvcer commonly used an
ummwhmmﬂﬁw mmmhﬁh{mh@oﬂd
discovery. Bar then it disappears from the written record for foar
hundred years before resurlacing, suddenly and unexpectedly, in
- America im 1857 as meither bide sor bair. It s clearly unlikely
hﬁcﬁ_mmah@mmﬂ:fﬂ:hﬂ:mmh
whio was quictly preserving it for four handred years, and why
dad ie w0 abruptly revarn o prominence in the siuth decade of the
nineteenth cenmary in a coantry two thousand miles away?
Why, come to that, did the Americans save such good old

v

American Engiish Today

This is, it seems o me, a worthwhile and fascinaring
question, and yet until relatively recent dmes it is one that hardly
anyone theught 1o ask. Unnl well meo this century sericus sradies
of American speech were left abmost entirely to amaseurs - people
like the herosc Richard Harwood Thomeon, an English-bom
lawyer who devated years of his spare nme w poring through
books, journals snd manoscripes from dee earfies: coborial period
iﬂp:.u:hufrhrﬁmt:ppumnnﬂnihln&u&d:mimmh
1912 ke produced the owo-volume American Glossary, It was a
work of invalaable scholarship, yet he could mot find & simgle
American publisher prepared o take it on, Evenrually, 10 the

shame of American it was published im London.
Mot uneil the 19208 and * 3o¢,mﬂ'-|b¢nmpuﬂnumunl
H. L. Mencken's i parable The A

George
mwhl:spﬁmﬁwmhdmtdﬂ:wﬂm
Craigie and Jamses B. Hulbert's Dictiomery of American English on
Historical Principles, did America at last get books thar seniously
thﬂn&ﬁlwmhmum
behind many hundreds of Amencan expressions had passed into
the realms of the unknowable, w0 chat now no one can say why
Americams pairt the foun red, talk turkey, take @ poswder or hit
practice fies with a fungo bat.

This boak is a 4 [ ine how amd why
Ammmﬂmmhhwnmhqmlm:
conventional history of the Amenican language. Much of it is
unaschamedly discursive. You could be excused for wondering
what Mrs Stoywesant Fish's runming over her servant choee nimes in
succession with her car has to do with the history and development
of the English language in the United States, or how James Gordon
Benment's lifelong habit of yanking the doths from every table he
passed in & restaurant connects mo the linguistic development of the
American people. [ would argue dhar unless we understand the
social context in which words were formed — unbess we can
appreciase what & bewildering movelry the car was 1o those who
first encountered it, or bow dangerowsly extravagant and owt of
rouch with the masses 2 turn-of-the-centary business person could
be — we camnot begin to appreciace the richness and vtaliey of the
words that make American spocch,

Oh, and 'veincluded them for s thind resson: becsuse | thought




Made in America

they were interesting and hoped you might enjoy them. One of the
small agonies of researching a book like thisis that you come across
stories that have no pressing relevance to the topic and must be let
lie. 1 call them Ray Buduick stories. 1 came across Ray Buduick
when [ was thumbing through a 1941 velume of Time magazines
looking for something else altogether. It happened thar one day in
that year Buduick decided, as he often did, to take his light aircraft
up for an carly Sunday morning spin. Nothing remarkable in that,
excepe that Buduick lived in Honolulu and thar this particular
maorning happened to be 7 December 1941. As he headed our over
Pearl Harbour, Buduick was taken aback, to say the least, to find
the western skies dense with Japanese Zeros, all bearing down on
him. The Japanese raked his plane with fire and Buduick,
presumably issuing witerances along the lines of "Golly Moses!',
banked sharply and cleared off. Miraculously he managed to land
his plane safely in the midst of the greatest airborne attack et seen
in history, and lived to tell the tale, and in so doing became the firse
American to engage the Japanese in combar, however
inadvertently.

Of course, this has nothing at all to do with the American
language. Bur everything else that follows docs. Honestly.

10
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The Mayflower and Before

1

The image of the spiritual founding of America that generations of
Americans have grown up with was created, oddly enough, by a
poet of limited talents (to pit it in the most magnanimous possible
way) who lived two centuries after the event in a country three
thousand miles away. Her name was Felicia Dorocthea Hemans and
she was not American but Welsh. Indeed, she had never been to
America and appears to have known next to nothing about the
country. It just happened that one day in 1826 her local grocer in
north Wales wrapped her purchases in a sheet of two-year-old
newspaper from Massachusetts, and her eye was caught by a small
article about a founders’ day celebration in Plymouth. It was very
ptobably the first she had heard of the Mayflower or the Pilgrims,
but inspired as only a mediocre poet can be, she dashed off a poem,
‘The Landing of the Pilgrim Fathers {in New England)’, which
begins:

The breaking waves dashed high

On a stern and rock-bound coast,

And the woods, against a stormy sky,

Their giant branches ross’d

And the heavy night hung darck

The hills and water o'er,

When a band of exiles moor'd cheir bark
Om the wild New England shore . . .

and continves in a vigorously grandiloquent, indeterminately
3

12



Made iw Amasrica
rhyming vemn for a further eight stanzas. Although the poem was
with errors — the Mayfowser was not s bark, it was sot ahght
Mmrnd,ﬁﬂmﬂiwnm'wbﬂe‘mﬁqnﬂbuh
facr cheir fourth landing wne ~ it became an instane classse, and
formed the essential mmage of the Mayfower kanding that most
Amencans carry wigh them 1o this day.*

The one theng the Filgrims certainly didn’t do was step ashore on
Plymouth Rodk. Quire apart from the consideration thar it may
hn!bondw:"lbqnﬁehj,ﬂtmmrnukiﬂ THED, W prodent
marinee would ory vo bring a ship abongside a boulder on a heaving
December sea when a shelvered inker beckoned from mear by.
ldeed, iv is doubeful that the Pilgrims even notced Plymouth
Raock. Mo mention of the pock is found among any of the surviving
Ju-rur-ul:uﬂhbunn!rh::p,:rﬂitrlwn‘:mhhﬁn
recordied appearance unel £ 714, almose & centary lager.! Mot aneil
ahour the rime Ms Hema s wroie her swooping epic did Plymourh
Rock become indelibly assocated with the landing of the Pulgrims.

Wherever they first trod, we can assume that the 102 Palgrims
srepped fram their soorm-tossed lithe ship with snsready legs and
buge relief. They had just spent nine and a half damp and perilous
weeks at sea, crammeed together on a creaking vessel abouwt the size
of a modern dowble-decker bas. The crew, with the customary
pracousness of sabbors, referred o them as puke siockimge, on
accoant of their dy boundless ability oo spaner the lames
with the farmer, though in fact they had handled the experience
reasonably well.® Only one passemper had died en rovse, and rwo
had been added through births {one of whom revelled ever afrer in
the exubserant name of Oceanus Hopkins).

They called themselves Sainty. Those members al the party who
mﬂhlﬂh{ﬂlld%x%mm these
early vopagers, would not for her two
hamdred years. Mor, siricely speaking, i it correct 1 call them
Pueritans. They were Separafists, so called because they had befr the
Church of England. Puritens were thost who remained in the
Anglican Church but wished oo ponify . They would no arnive in

bt 10 pesenty wid lhe podie
For i oparang: hings: “The boy mond an the

4

The Mayflower and Before

mwm«mmtwwHIWJﬂﬂqmwﬂﬂr
lndnﬂnllrlhlnrb.ﬂtuhﬂrnnpﬂ

I:ﬂmld'bt&lﬁnilmlrm nfpupkmr:ull-mlwd
to @ life in the wilderness. n:lﬂu’[hldrnnmdlr
stood the purposs of the trip, thﬂmmforsmduhmd
candle snuffers, 2 dram, 2 trumper, and a complete history of
Tarkey. Ome William Mullms packed 116 pairs of shoes and 13
jpairs of boots, Yer berween them they faibed vo bring 2 single cow or
hitse or plough or fishing line. Among the professions represented
on the Mayflower's manifest were two tailors, a primter, several
meerchanes, a silk worker, 4 shopk and 3 hamer = ocoapatioes
Irllpuulq)nrt.l.lﬂumhr-mdil evident when one thenks af
surviving m & bostile envicomment,” Their milicary commander,
Miles Seandish, was so diminusive of stague char be was known o
all a5 “Capeain Shrimpe' = hardly a figare to inspire awe in the
savage natives whom they confidently expected to encounter, With
thye umcemain exceprion of the linde caprain, probably nome in the
mhﬂmuudmhm;dmamldmmﬂ Hunting im
seventeenth-century Europe was a sport reserved for the armio-
cracy. Even chose who labelled themselves farmers generally had
scant practical knowledge of hushandry, since farmer in the 16008,
and for some time afterwards, signified an owner of land rather
than one who worked .

They were, in share, dangerously unprepared for the rigours
shead, and they demonstrared their mamitest incompetence i the
muost dramatic possible way: by dyung in drowes. Six expared in the
Birst twen wezks, eight the next manth, seventesn more in Febraary,
a further thirteen in March. By April, when the Mayfower set sail
back 1o England®, just fifry-four people, mearly hali of them
cheldren, were left vo begin the long work of ruming this renuous
toehold tneo a self-sustaming coloay. !

Arehis remove, it is difficult to conceive just how alene this small,

* The Mapfowss, like Plriosth Rock, appeirs b2 have mide do sentemenisl
Wprranion o the colnaipie. Mo cece n O Flenoarh Plsurios, Willam Bradford's
Bamrey o the coliry, Hhm&:ﬁph name. i three pear ahier it

dpochal aoseng, the Mapfaer w up and sald for
ﬂ'*._. -ﬂmi#wh—b'—:lh-“ﬂ
Mz i oljw!-g o .:_ummﬂu‘i:-lnnh;
Coiscidentally, i nhadow Williare Fene, s fomdor
n v dh grave
5
e —— nt ‘,

13



Mlade m America

hapless hand of ad was, Their kimdred meighb
—at Jamesown in Viegnia and st 3 mmall and now all bue forgoemen
colomy at Copers {mow Cupids) Cove in Newfoundland® — were
fiwe handred miles off in opposite directions. Ax cheir back stood a
hostile ocean, and bebore them lay an imconceivably vase and
unkmown continent of ‘wild and savage bue’, in William

il uncasy words, They were about as Bar from the comfors of
| civilization as amyone had ever been [cerainly as far as amyome had
| ‘ ever been without & Bshing line),

For rwo months they mried b0 make contact with the natives, but
every time they sported ay, the Indians ran off. Then one day in
February a young brave of friendly meen approached a parry of

ims om & beach. His name was Samoser and he was a stranger

region himself, but he had a fnend named Tisquantum from
thie local Wampannag oribe, 1o whom be inmreduced them. Samoser
and Tisquantam became the Pilgrims® fast friends. They showed
them how eo plant corn and cacch wildfowl and helped them o
establish friendly relations with the local sechem, or chief. Before
loag, 45 every schoolchild knows, the Pilgrims were cherving, and
Indians and sertlers were sitting down 1o a cordial Thanksgiving

fease, I.lﬁ:mL

maturally arises is how they managed chis.
|m. ﬁr hmqt of the castern tribes, is am exwa-
cumplex and agglomerative tongue (or more acourately
fmﬂwtwmﬁ] hllﬁhmdﬂmmm“ﬂl
st unpromounceable to the unmotored, as we can see from the At
rimer of somne renty years lacer by
ot Wil i Comtanien 1 fos of sholamiop desreinof
Far wider tume, incidentally). Trry saying the following and you may

get some idea of the challenge:

Nguitpasswckaouvashdumaen — Thers s 3 hundred of w1

Chwdmocik wonck cupper-yedsmen’ = When will you reum?

* Fownded in 1610, this mmall m-hli; i was
replaced iy et Ak Bacear ot

hww e il Bt
ithe it purmain. Mo o has iy e whan irpieed i

3

The Mayflower and Before

Tashuickgurne cummuuchenaimis = How long have fuubm];ick?

Mearngtemimim — | will be going.*

Clearly this was not a language you could pick up in a weekend,
and the Pilgrims were hardly gifted linguises. They weren't even
combortable with Tisquannom's name; they called him Squanto.
The answer, surprisingly glossed ower by most history books, is
that the Pilgrims didn't have to leamn Algonquian for the happy and
convenient reason thar Samoser and Squanto spoke English.
Samosectspoke it onlly a linde, bue Squanto spoke English with rozal
assurance {and Spanish info the bargain},

That a stragely band of Englush settlers coudd in 1 820 eross a vass
ocean and find a pair of Indians able to welcome them in their own
rongue seems lintde shore of miraculous. It was cerainly bucky - the
Pilgrims would very probably have perished or besn slaughtered
without them = but not a5 wildly improbable as it at first seems. The
fact i thag in 1620 the New Word wasn't really so new ar all.

Mo one knows who the first Europesn visstors to the New Warld
were. The credit generally goes o the Vikings, who reached the
New World in about AD 1000, but there ane grounds to suppose
thiar others may have been there even eaclier. An ancient Latin texr,
the MNavigatio Samcti Bremdami Abbatis (The Voyage of S¢
Bremdan the Abbot), recounts with persuasive decail 2 seven-year
trip to the Mew World made by this Insh saint and a band of
acolyres some four centuries before the Vikings — and this on the
advice of anodher Irishman who claimed to have been there earlier
stidl.

Even the Vikings didn't think themselves the first. Their sagas
record that when they first arrived in the Mew World they were
chased From the beach by a group of wild white people. They
subsequently heard stories from natives of a sertlement of
Cancasians who ‘wore white gatrents and . . . carnied poles before
them to which rags were amached” — prﬂ.telyhnwulrd\
religious procession would have looked to the unimitiated.
{Intriguingly, five centuries laver Columbus’s men would bear a
similar story in the Caribbean.) Whether by Insh or Vikings ~or

7



Mlads im Armerica
Teslians or Welsh or Bresons of any of the other many groups for
whom credit has been somght — crossing the Ardapric in the Middle
Ages was mot quite as daring a fear as ot would ag firss appear, even
adlowing for e Facy thar i was done in small, open boats. The
Nm&uMmk is comvemicntly scarered with islands that could
SETVE A% ey — the Shetland lslands, Faeroes, [cefand,
Gireenland and Batfin. Ie would be possible to sail from Scandinavia
oo Canadia without once crossing moee tham 250 milies of e,
We kmow beyond dowbe thar Greealand — and thas, technically,
Nmﬁ.lmnﬂ=mhumﬂmﬂthrm£rxﬂrﬂd father
of Leif Ericson far Leif Eirfksson], and chat ke and his followers
bq;-nmlluhmgli ﬁmmuhnmﬂwhﬂnwh!ﬂmu
wastrs of Gooenland could be cxoased for wondering what they
waw in the place. But in fact Greenland's southern fringes are
hartker south tham Oxlo and offer an area of lowlands as bag
as the whale of Britain.® Cerealnly it susted the Vikings, For nearly
ﬁmbmﬁodyﬂnﬁthtaﬂwhiqm|mrduﬂ.vhld1xﬂ:
peak Bossred sixveen charches, rwo monasteries, some oo farms
and a papulation of 4,000, But the one thing Greenland lacked was
wood with which o build new ships and repair old ones = a
samewhat wital consideration for a seagoang people. lecland, the
neearest land mass to the east, was known 1o be barren, The mest
ml]:hln;muldbembﬂ‘mmmﬂu:wuwlﬁm.h
abser 100, sccording to the sagas, Leif Encson ded just thas. His
expediion discowered a new land mass, probably Bathin land, far
up in norcthern Camada, over a thousand mides north of e
present-day Unised Staves, and many other places, moss nosably the
region they called Yinland,
Wumdhmhmuﬂiﬂqmﬂom

= on Newfondland of Mova Scotia, in
Massachusetms o evem 33 far somth 33 Vingania. A Morwegian
scholir named Helge Ingetad daimed in 1964 to have fousd
Wl:nphmnlhdlenMﬂdﬂmeu.ﬂlan&
O&mmm#mlwwmmﬂﬁ'iﬂ;

but merely the detrings of later French colonistes * Mo

Mads i Aweerica

woiild rake the hane to make claborase ca om a ek deep in
ﬁrmmmﬁmﬂn where amyuoe
they knew would be able 1o read it. 54, if a boax, it was execared
Mmﬂmm“uﬂlM.

Mdﬁuhwrﬂ' thee poine that werd of the exsrence
of a land beyond dhe as the Adaneic was chen known,
mﬂhﬂhﬂ:mm“hﬁmmﬂbﬂlmﬂ}ui
epic voyage. The Vikings did nos operute in isclation. They settled
all ever Ewrope and thas exploits were widely known. They even
left & map — the famous Vinland map - which is known to have
been circulating in Ewrope by the fowrteenth cennury. We don't
positively know thar Columbus was aware of this map, bur we do
Tenverwr that ot comene bee et appeaned to be making a beeline for the
mychical island of Antlla, which fearured an it.
Collumbias never found Anilla or snythi #hwl-:::i.:
Tt Hins epeachial woyage of 1492 was almost the lase thimg —
almost the oaly thing = thar went right in kis life. Within eight
years, he would find himself summarily relbeved of his post as
Aﬂnhidhﬂmiu.mmdmiphmdm-:ﬁ-ﬂuﬁd
o sindk i cthat even now we don't know
mmmhumhmw.mmmm
than a decade required an unusual measure of incompetence and
arrogance. Columbus had bot.

He apent most of thoie eight years bouncing around the islands
ol the Caribbean and coasts of South America withowr ever having
any real idea of where he was or whar he was doing. He always
cheughs et c-r] , Wit somewhere Bear by and never
divined that and. To his dymg day he insisted that it
mwni#h-nm;ﬂuﬂtdmﬁhnnmm&m
that be may have had his own dowbts ance he made his men swear
mﬂulﬁhtuwﬂmwh&ﬁﬂ:hﬂmqutmb.l{u
geagraphic impreciseon s meost enduringly preserved m the name
ot e e the nabives: fmdios, which of course has come down to us
as Imdiams. He cost the Spamnish crown a fornane and gave in reurn
ligele but broken promases. And chroughou

kind of impusence — demanding vo be made hereditary Admiral of
ﬁeﬂm&l,u'djn\fimym&wnlmmﬁnh
conquered, and 1o be granted one-tenth of whaterer wealth bis
emterprises penecaved — that all but invited bis eventual downfall,

o

i —

Tl Mayflower and Befors

growing m peofusion there. The problem is that no place within a
thoasand miles of where they must have been could possibly have
sapported grapes, Ome possible explanarion is that Vinland was a
mustranslanion. Vimber, the Viking word for grapes, could be used
o describe many other fraies — eranbermies, goosebernies and red
curramts, among them — that might have been found ar these
moribiern lamrodes. Anogher pwﬂhllm_r is that Vindand was m:u|r:
bit of deft propaganda, t encourage settlement. These
were after all the people who thought up the name Greenkand,

The Vikings made ar besse theee avtempes 1o build permament
settbements in Vinland, the lastin 1013, before Anally giving ap. Or
ymn'bly mor. Whar &5 koown bq'nru‘] doube is chat sometime after
1408 the Vikings abrapty disappeared from Greenland, Where
they went or what became of them s unknown, ' The tempting
pottimption is that they found a more congennal life im Nomh
America,

There is certamly am abundance of inexplicable clues, Consider
the marter of lacrosse, a game long popular with Indians across
wide tracts of Morth America. Interestingly, the rules of lacrodse
are uncannily like those of a game payed by the Vikings, including
ant featwre — the use of paired ream-mates whi may oo be helped
or impeded by other players — so wnosual, in the words of one
anthropologisr, ‘#5 to make the probability of independent origin
wanishingly seall®, Then there were the Haneragmiuts, a tribe of
Inuits fiving high above the Arciic Circle on Vicsoria Island m
northern Canada, a place so that its inhak were not
known o the outside world wneil early this century, et several
members of the ribe not only looked onsettlingly an bux
were found 1o be carrving indubirably Egropean genes.’' Mo one
has ever provided a semoeely satisiacrory explanation of how chis
could ke, Or consider the case of Clof and Edward Obman, father
and son respectively, whio in 1888 were digging up tree stamps on
their farm near Kensingron, Minnesota, when they came upon a
large stone slab covered with runic inscriptions, which appesr
describe how a party of thirty Vikings had retarned o thar spo
after am exploratory sirvey o find the ten men they had left behind
“red with blood and dead'. The imscriptions have been dared m
1363, The one problem is how 1o explain why 3 party of weary
explorers, facing the prospect of renewed arrack by hostile natives,

2

The Mayfloser and Befare
I this b was nar alome, Many ather New World explocers met
im ome way or another. Juan Diaz de Solis and Ghovanmi
da Verrazano wete eaben by natves, Balboa, after discovering the
Facific, was executed on trumped-up charges, berrayed by his
colleaguae Francisco Pizarra, wha in his rurn ended up murdered by
rivals. Hernando de So40 marched an army paointlessly all over the
soth-weitern US for four years until he caughe a fever and died,
Seores of advenmirers, entced by tabes of Exbulous cithes — Quivira,
Bimind, the Ciry of the Cacsars and Eldorado ('the gilded ome’) =
m:holun for wealch, erernal youath, o1 4 shortoar wo the Orient
miisery. Their fruitiess searches live on, some-
nmurle:p!mﬂy in the names on the landscape. California
commemorates a Queen Califia, unspeakably rich bur unfortu-
nately poa-existent. The Amazon s named for a tribe of one-
breasted women, Brazl and the Annlles recall fabulous, bat alse

Retiious, mlands,

Further morth the English Fared linle bereer. Sie Humphirey
Gilberr perished in a storm off the Azores in 1583 afer orying
unsiccessfslly 1o found a colomy on Mewfoumdlamd. His hali-
brother Sir Walter Raleigh anempied o establish a senlement in
Virginia and lost 3 fortune, and evermually his head, in the effor.
Henry Hudson pushed his crew a listle too far while looking for 2
north-west passage and found himself, Bligh-like, being put to sea
mlllﬂkmenﬂthbem:gﬂrLThnﬂnnlﬂyh:‘pdm
Martin Frabisher explored the Arcric region of Canada, found
what he thoaght was gold and carried 1,500 tons of it home on a
dangerously overloaded boat only to be miormed that it was
worthless ron pyriee. Undauaved, Frobisher returmed 1o Canada,
found another source of gald, carted 1,500 tons of it back and was
informed, no daube with a certala weariness on the pan of the royal
aszayer, that it was the same snaff. Afrer thar, we hear no more of
barrin Frobisher.

lris interesting v speculate whar these daring advengarers would
think if they knew how whimsically we commemaorate chem oday.
Would Gigvanmi da Verrazano think being eaten by cannibals a
ntmubkpriu:mpr for having his name amached to a toll bridge
between Brooklyn and Seasen [sland? | suspect mot. De Soto feund
transient fame in the name of an awtomobile, Frobisher m a dastamt
icy hay, Raleigh in a ciry in Marth Carolma, a brand of cgarettes
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and a type of bicycle, Hudson in several waterways and a chain of
department stores. On balance, Columbus, with 3 unversity, rao
state caputalls, a country n South America, a province in Canada
and high schoals almest without sumber, among & great deal else,
carme our of it preery well. But in verms- of linguisas insmortalicy e
one got more mibeage from less activity than a shadowy Italian-born
busimessman named Amerigo Vespacd,

Afhmﬂmhadmtdmf-ml:whmhernlﬁm
upplyh.mlu:ﬂnnenfhu customers was his compatriot

pher Columbis), Vespucs | destimed for obscuricy.
memummbemmedm his homour requared an
undikely measare of comncdence and error. Vespucc ded make
same voyages to the Mew World (authonnes differ on whether it
was three or four), but always as a passenger or lowly officer. He
was not, by any means, an accomplished seaman, Yet in 1504-5,
there began circulatng in Florence letters of unknown authorship,
collected under the title Nuowo Mimdo (New World], which stared
that Vespica had not only been captain of these voyages but had
discovered the Mew World.

Thie mistake would probably have pone no further except that an
instruceor a1 a gmall college in eastern France mamed Martin
Waldseemlller was working on a revised edinon of Prolemy and
decaded vo freshen it up with a new map of the world, In the cowrse
of his resgarch he came upon the Florentne leerers and, impressed
with their spunious account of Vespoaca's exploits, named the
conttnent in has hoaour, (It wasa't quite as seraightforward as thar:
first be ranslated Ameripo inwo the Lann Americus and rthen
rransformed thar into i feminine form, Amrics, on the ground
that Asis and Ewrope were feminine. He also considered dhe name
Amerige.) Even so it wasn't until forty years later thar people began
o refer 1o the Mew World as America, and chen they meant by it
only South America.

Vespuca did have one possible, of slighdy marginal, caim w
mmuwlmhmmubﬂmﬂm

w::‘h for Venus in che famous painting by

Made m America

about all the colony achieved. Because of the with 5pain, no
m%nﬁnmhlhm:mulmtdﬂ

i Englich
mhmh«wﬂmﬂhﬂmyrhnﬂmm

settlements followed, among them the now forgotten
hpiunmm formeed in 1610 i what i now Maine, bat
abandoned afver ravo years, and che rather more durable bat none
the bews ever-precarions coloay of Jamestown, founded in Vieginia
in T&0T.

Mostly, however, what doew dhe English to the New Wodd was
the lishing, especially along the almost unimaginably bounseous
waters off the nontb-east coast of Morth America. For at beast 120
years before the Mayflower set sail Enropean fishing Seets had been

an increasingly common sight along the eastern seaboard. Often
ﬁcimvﬂdnlﬂmndrrﬁk stocks of food and
water, or occasionally wait owt a winter, As miany a5 a
thousard fishermen ar a dme would gacher on dee beaches. Iy was
from such groups that Samoset had beammed his few words of
English.

As a resale, by 1620 there was scarcely a bay m Mew England and
castern Canada thar dida't bear some relic of deear passing. The
Pilgrims soon came upon an -old cast-iron Pots
obvicusly of erigin, and whils |mw|nﬂlﬂ
graves (am act cTass li_rltinau_mm.p mrl-.; their

e Emgland may have boen a new world wh-ll'hrhn.bu:l
mmmmmihumﬂmhd

had eamped for a few months on nearby Cuttyhunk lsland and ket
L4

The MayfTower and Before
1]

Sance oeither Columbus nor Vespuce ever set foot o the land mass
that became the Unnted States, it woald be more apily named for
Giowanni Caboto, an lralian maniner berver known to history by his
Angliciped name of John Cabot, Sailing from Bristol in 1497,
Cabaor ‘discovered” Newfoundiand and possibly Nova Scoris and 2
mumber of smaller islands, and in the process became the first
kmown Eurapean oo visit Normth America, though in fact he more
probably was merely following Sshing fleets thar were rawling the
Grand Banks already. What 12 certain s that in 147%, because of
war E.ump:,mﬁd'rm'rnnluwm to the tradiconal
fishing grounds off loddand. Yet British cod stocks did mot fall, and
in 1490 (two years before Columbus sailed) when loeland offersd
the British hshermen the chance 1o come back, they declined. The
presumption is that they had discovered the cod-rich waters off
Newfoundland and didn't want anyone else to know about them. '

Whether Cabat inspired the fishermen or they him, by the sarly
15008 the Arlantic was thick with English vessels, A few came o
prey on Spanish rrexsare ships, made sluggash and valnerable by
the weight of gold and sillver they were carrying back o the Old
World. Remarkably good money could be made from chis.® On
single voyage Sir Framcis Dvake rerurned 1o England with booty
worth $6¢ million in today's money.™ On the same voyage, Drake
briefly put ashore in what is now Vinginia, cladmed in for the crown
and called it Mew Albion. "

To gve the darm weight, and m provide 3 supply base for
privateers, Cueen Elizabeth | decided & might be an idea o
extablish a colony. She gave the task 1o Sir Waleer Raleigh. The
result was the ill-fared “lost colony' of Roanoke, whose 114
memibers were put ashoce just south of Albemarle Sound i what is
now Marth Carclina in 1587, From that -nri.‘i.nn.l |:|:|||;|uy sprang
seven namses that seill feature on the landscape: Roemoke (which
has the distinerion of being the firsc Indian word bocrowed by

* Spain wih preyed o bist only by sadon. from vl namons, b sbo by Mo
sailors of her own. These lamer were calied buccameers because afier Beeing shes
Spamish masiers they would sustain themselves by smoking de Reth of wnld boge on s
h—;ud-ﬁmu“-bmn.uﬁlhmﬂmulwmipﬂdlu

wn
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Huﬂmqnuﬂ,mn-‘fuhtd’im Cape Cod and rhe

Martha's Vimeyard (mysterious because

mysbErious
we don't know who Manha was),

Seven years before, John Smith, passing by om 2 whaling

expedition, had remapped the region, dikgently taking heed of the
narmves the Indians themselves used. He added just one name of his
own devising: New Englared. (Previously the region had been called
Morumbepa on most maps. Mo one now has any dear idea why.}
But in a consummate display of brown-nosing, upon his retum to
England Smath presented his map w0 Chares Stuart, the sixteen-
year-okl heir apparent, along with a noee hambly inresting” his
Highness ‘1o chamge eheir barbarous names for soch English, a5
poscerity might say Prince Charles was their Godfather.” The young
prince fell oo the task with relish. He struck out moss of the Indian
names that Smith had so carefully transcribed and replaced them
with a whamsical mix that bonoured himseli and his family, or that
simply ook his fancy, Amdng his creations were Cape Elizaberh,
Cape Anme, the Charles River and Plymeouth. In consequence when
thee Pilgrims landed as Flymoush ane of the few rasks chey didn'r
have to manage was thinking up names for the landmarks all
arvand them. They were already named.

Sometimes. the early

ook Indians back oo Europe with

theen. Such had been the fave of the berolc Sqaamo, whose life stary
reads kke an implausible picaresque novel. He had been picked up by
a seafarer named George Weymouth in 1605 and carried off —
whether voduntarily or not is unknown = 1o England. There be had
spent nine years working at vanouws jobs before retarning ro the Mew
Warld as interpreter bor John Smith onhis voyage of 16135, As reward
for his help, Smuth gave Squasia his liberry. But no sooner had
Squanto been reanited with bis eribe than be and nincteen of hes
fellovws were kidnapped by anather Englishman, wh casriod dvem off
o Milaga, snd sold chem as slaves, Squanto worked 5 8 house
servang in Spain before somehow managing ro escape 1o England,
where he worked for o time for 3 merchant in the Ciry of London
before finally, in 1419, returning to the MNew World on yet another
explocatory expedstion of the Mew England coase.'® Aleogether be
had becn away for neatly fifreen years, and he serurned 1o hnd that
only & short while before his tribe bad been wiped out by a plague -
almiosr certaanky smallpoy ineroduced by visiting sailors.

16

15



P PR e

Thus Squanto had certain grounds to be disgrunted. Not only
had Europeans inadvertently exterminated his tribe, but twice had
carried him off and once sold him into slavery. Fortunately for the
Pilgrims, Squanto was of a forgiving nature. Having spent the
greater part of his adult life among the English, he may well have
felt more comfortable among Britons than among his own people.
In any case, he settled with them and for the next year, until he died
of a sudden fever, served as their faithful teacher, interpreter,
ambassador and friend. Thanks to him, the future of English in
the New World was assured.

The question of what kind of English it was, and would become,
lies at the heart of what follows.

17
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We whole names are underwritten, the loyal subjects of our
dread foversigne Loed, King James, by ye grace of God, of
Grear Britaine, France and Ireland, King, defender of ye
faith, ete., haveing undertaken for ve glory of God and
advancement of ye Christian faith, and honour of our King
and countrie, 3 voyage o plant ye fielt Colonie in ye
Mortherne parts of Vieginia, doe by the fe presents folemnly,
and mutualy . . . covenant and combine curfelves rogeather
inte a cvil body politck for our bemer ordering and
prefervaion and burtherance of ye end afocefaid. . . .

S0 begins the Mayflower Comipact, written in 1620 shortly before
the Mayflower Pilgrims stepped ashore. The passage, | need hardly
point out, contains some differences from modern English. We no
longer use [ interchangeably with 5, or ye for the,* A few spellings —
Britaine, togeather, Northerne — clearly vary from modern prac-
tice, but generally only slightly and not enough to confuse us,
whereas only a generation before we would find far grearer
irregularities (for example, gelousie, comseil, audacite, wiche,
lowware for fealowsy, council, andacity, which and fower), We
wiorild not nowadays refer to a “dread sovereign’, and if we did we
wirild not mean by it one 1o be held in awe. But allowing for these
few anachronisms, the passage is clear, recognizable, wholly
accessible English.

* And that, incidentally, is all ye ever was — another way of writing the_ It was a
convenience for scribes and printers, a device that made ir easier oo justify lines. Ir was
nof proacunced “ypee'.

K7

18




Made im America

Were we, howerer, ﬂmthﬁwhhl:iiq)-nrmd wlhtH]rmuur]\
colony of 1620 and alkowed o op on the af
thise who drew up and signed the Minlouer Compact, we would
almost cemmainly be sstonished at how different = how Fregquemly
incomprehensible = much of their spoken language woald he to us.
Thaugh # would be Searly identifable a3 it would be a
variery of English unlile any we had heard . Among the
differences thar would moss smamediarely stmike ws:

® Kn-, which was always sounded i Middle English, was at the

time &l the Pilgrms going through a iransinonal phase in which

ilwummﬂrpmmmwdm.mm:IEW'pﬂMnt
grandparents would have propounced kmee as *kuh-nee,’ they
themsclves would have been moee bkely to say ‘t'nee.”

The interior g in words like mipht and light had been silent for

about a generanion, but an or near the end of words — in laigh,

mcunpht, emough, plough — o wad will sometimes pronounced,
sometimes lef silent and sometimes given an [ sound.

® There was no sound eguivalent to the ab in the modern farber
and calm. Father would have thymed with the presemi-day
pather and crle with ras.

- Wﬂmmmﬂnﬁ'ﬂm’hﬁ“ﬂm‘,ln&mﬂﬂlﬂ,iﬂ
some crcles at beast, long enough for Byron 1o chyme it with
pass. Conversely, ki was often chymed with s,

® War rhymed with cdr or care. It didn't gain s modemn
pmmmmn-nﬂmmn:&umwmufmm
cenmary.!

& MHome was c ".l.rld. | br:t
hﬂ:mmuptﬂmguuquhd.m 4 cbseinct sk- sound.

# The varsows o and u sounds were, to pur i mildly, confused and
unsettled. Many people rhymed ot with put, plough with
scretis, book with srocn, bood with load, Diryden, as bate as the
second balf of the sevenreenth cenrury, made no distincrion
Mwhmﬁdhmybudr'smﬂwrﬁﬁ:ﬂ:d
the wandering oo sound are evident both in its malvipliciey of
modern promunciations (for example, Food, wood, mood] end
the number of such words in which the pronunciation is not
fixed even now, morably roof, soor and kool

i 3
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® O was sounded with a bong i, so that com'd spunded like kind
and voice like mice. The modern od sound was sometimes heard,
but was considered 2 mark of wlgariry until about the time of
the American Revolution.

® Words that now hawe a short ¢ were ofien prosounced and
sametimes spelled with a short i, Shakespeares commonly wirote
‘bin" for been, and as lave 35 the rail-end of the eighoeenth
cenrury Benjaenin Franklin was defending a shor i prosuncia-
ﬂmﬁrgﬂ.yﬂ,mddy,dml, keetle and the second syllable of

tgtead® — though by this tme he was ing a losing barele,

® Speech was in general mach broader, wich stresses and a greaver
rounding of rs. A word like mever would have been prossonced
moee like ‘nev-aree.? [neerior vowels and consonants were moee
&mﬂgmmwmmhmmm, fawlt and
uﬂhu.m:‘hu md st somechal was “summac’. Other
letter combi ced in ways strikingly at
variance m:hmmmhhswiﬁbm
Orthographie or the True-writmg of Exglisk (1643), a popular
book of the day, Richard Hodges listed the following pairs of
words as being ‘so neer alike tm sound . . that they are
smit, room and Rowe, were and wedr, poles and Pauls, fle and
fliry, eat and ate, copies and coppice, person and parson, Easter
and Hester, Pievce and parse, least and dest. The spellings - and
misspeliings — of names in the earbiest records of rowns like
Plymoush and Dedham gre us some wdea of how msch more
fhaid early colonial pronuncianon was. These show a man
named Parson sometimes referred to as Passos and somerimes
a5 Passen; & Barsham as Borswm or Bassues; a Gacheld as
Garfill; a Parkhurst as Parkis; a Holmes a5 Holums; a Pickering
as Pickrami; a 5t John as Semchion; 3 Seymour as Seamer; and
many others.*

& Differences in idiom sbounded, motably wirh the use of definice
and indefinite articles. As Baugh and Cable note,
commonly discarded articles where we would think them
meceisary — ‘creeping lke snail’, ‘with as big heart as thou® and
fir ofy — et at the same time he them where we would
o, w0 that where we say ‘atlength® and “at lass”, he wiroee “at the
bemgeh’ and ‘ac the last’, The preposition of was also much more

]
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hdymﬂmﬁ&hhmuumdlmmphm-lﬂm
would require another: ‘it was well done of [by] you’, '] broaght
him wp of [from] a puppy”, 'l have 8o mind of [for] feasting’,
“Thar did but show chee of [a5] 4 fsol', and so on.® One relic of
this pracrice survives in Amenican English in dhe way we rell
mmﬁmmm;q&uun ‘ten of three' or
“rwenty of four’, the Bratish andy g2y “sen " or “tweney to”.
® Er and ear combmnations were frequendy, if not mvardably,
pronounced ‘ar', 50 that compert became “convart’, beard was
“hard” [though also *heerd’), and serve was ‘sarve’. Merchmt
was pronounced and often spelled ‘marchans’. The British
preserve the practice im several words today — as with clerk and
derby, for instance — but in America the custom was long ago

mhum;mmmmw like by,

*ﬂwur.mdwﬂwwdl' ws amended, a3 with
nto shards ar rd, Connecticut, into

}hrq'i&

. ﬁm:ﬂﬂr.md:mﬂﬁummm-mm:ﬁw
and so o —were proacunced with a loag § sound {and of course
many soll are: prear, break, seesk, for instamce), so chae, for
mmpk.mndmdmiwmmm mmmﬂd.#

FONUSICLACICT WaS JUSt emerging, so that Shakespeare EY
is whim ook him, rhyme please with sither grace or kmees.
Ambng more conservative users the old style persisbed well imta
the cighteenth centary, as in the well-known lines by the poet
William Cowper:
I am monarch of all | o
Fm-ﬁrmm-lmﬂ“?nhm.

Different as this English was from modern English, it was neasly as

different again from the English spoken only a generation or twa

befiore tn the mad-1 goos. In countless ways, the language of the

Pilgrims was @nkingly more advanced, less vmsibly rooted in che

conventions and inflections of Middle Emglish, than tha of their

grandparents or even
mddmﬁmu#ﬁhmmw%

giving way to the pewer convention of adding -z, so that by 1620

bowsen, fleas instead of feaw. The ransition was by no means

EI-

Made i Amssrica
had been promowunced as sibilanes, as many Britons sill sy “ress-
you' and “Es-you" for rssee arwd i

The early colonises were amang the first w0 use the new word
good-brye, contracted from God be with you and still at chat time
afven spelled "Godbwye', and were among the fiest to employ the
mare democratic forms ye and you in nce 1o the radinanal
thee, thy and Hrow, though many drifted ancertainly between the
forms, as Shakespeare himself did, even sometimes in adjoining
sentences, a5 m I Hemry 1V: °1 bove thee infinicely. But hark you,
Eane,"™

They were also among the first ro make use of the newly minted
lemer 3. Proviousdy i had seeved i.‘b.i.'l-purp-uu,:a that Chaucer, for
instance, wrote fennyl and doye for geretle and foy. Ax fiest, | was
employed simply a5 a variant of i, a5 [ was a wariant for 5. Gradually
1 ook on its modern jub sound, a role previowly Blled by g (and
hence the occasional freedom in English 1o choose between the rwo
betzers, as wil:hj.l:brzrhd gfbe}.

In terms of langaage, the Pilgrims could scarcely have chosen a
e X NG, 1Em 10 come. Perhaps no other persod dn history has
heen more linguastically diverse and dynamic, more accommadar-
it verbal imventian, than that inm which they wene bom. It was
afer all the age of Shakespeare, Marlowe, Lyly, Spenser, Donme,
Bem Jomson, Francis Bacon, Sir Waleer Ralegh, Elizabech 1. As
Mary Helen Dwhan has pot it: ‘Had the fArst settders left England
carlier or later, had they bearned theie speechways and their
animades, linguistic and otherwise, in a different rime, our langaage
— like wur pation —would be i different thing.™

Juatin the cenmary or sothan preceded the Filgrims' arrival in the
Mew Waorld, English gained 10,000 additional words, abourt half of
them suffscoemly useful as to be with us snll. Shakespeare alome
created some po00 — reclusioe, o Duarefaced, radiauce,
dusndle, cosntiess, gust, lempfrog, surmmait, oo mame bur a

* Thuy e, i dhould be noaed, i eoymnbogically detinc: from the y vsed oy an
aumﬁnbuh.m-mrunmﬂu_pumaﬂmhxmmm
ane. Gradeaily thiv wisl divnnezcn el o of wee sd you became the invanably
trorea, But wekep the edd practice of ssociatiog it with o plaeal verb, whick s why we
wddrany 2 md'l'pmwvwﬁ‘]lw;r- wehan bogacally we cugha ro ey pows’ In fa,
il bt 160 "vom " and “you wis” were whally mesocptionable.

I
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ete at the time of the Pil grims —~ we can Gnd éyen for epes and
mhrshlhﬂ\m-mdiﬂdmyﬂmiﬁw
words, notably children, brethren and axen, but the process was
well under way.

A similar cransforma non was happening with the rerminal -tk on
verbs like meaketh, leadesh and remmeth, which also were in-
creasingly being given an -¢ ending in the modern way, Shakespeare
used -« ermidnatons almost exclusively except for hath and dogh,®
Omly the most conservative works, such as the King [ames Bible of
161 1, which containg no -5 forms, stayed faithful ro the old patem.
[ntevestingly, it appears that by the early seventeenth cenmary even
when the word was spelled with a -tb cermination it was

as if spelled with an -z, In other words, people wrate
*hash” but said ‘has”, saw “doth” bar thought “does’, read * ' as
‘poes’. The pracgice is well illostrared in Hodges® iaf Help to
Owrtbopraphee, which lsts as bomophones such seemingly odd
bedfellows as weights and waiteth, cox and cocketh, rights and
righteth, rose and rowsth,

At the same tme, endings in -ed were beginning 1o be blarred.
Before the Elizabethan age, an -od ending was accorded s full
plwneﬁ.:vll'u.apmﬁwﬂ prﬁu’ui‘ll&wmdﬂ:ihbnw
and Blessed. Bur by che time of the Filgrims the modern habir of
eliding the ending (excepe after fand 4) was taking over. For neatly
twor hundred years, the truncated pronuncdation was indicaged in
wriging with an apostrophe = drowm'd, frown’d, wear'd and so on.
Mot antl the end of the eighreenth cennary would the elided
pronunciation become so general as to render this spelling

unnecessary.

The median ¢ in Christmas, soften and basten and other such
words was beginning vo disappear (though it has been reintroduced
by many people in often). |ust coming into vogee, oo, wis the i
sound of ocean, creation, passioe and sugar, Previously such wards

|

" Wy the i a of & meysiery. It come
humm-mhm—aumuqmm
Eom hmmﬂm_&,mmdbﬂumhﬂﬁm
influerce an the speech ol Landan and ie ehe inh
England seiddenly bxgan o show a spocsl regard foe iullqlh.hkﬂﬂ&
onery i sk,

iz

—Jh__
Brcowming Amricans
M—hmhwﬂhrmmﬂminﬂiluﬂp:ﬂm
GUCPOUTING.

A bare sampling of words that entered English around the time
of the Filgrims gives some hint (another Shakespears coinage,
imcidentally) of the lexical vitaliry of the age: altermaive {1590k
incapable (1591); moose {1600); momination {r6o1); fairy, serro-
gare and sophisticated {1653 ); option (1804}, creak, n the sense of
a noise, and swscepiihle (1605); coarse, in the sense of being rough
{as opposed to 1), and castigate {1607); ob iy (16a8];
tact [1Eog); o o, shoe, recrimimation and gothle (1611);
contlitiom {1611); freezs, in a metaphonic sense |1614); momeees
(vé1g); calr, bowdder and cragy, i the sense of insanity (1607];
cudlormer (1631); Maxparienced (1616).

Ui the Pilgrims were aware of this linguistie ferment inmo which
they had been born, they gave linde sign of . Mowhere in any
surviving, colonial writings of the seventeenth century is there a
single reference to Shakespeare or even the Puritans’ own reverad
Miron, And in some significant ways their language is cariously
unlike thar of $hakespeare. They did not employ the constracrion
‘methinks’, for instance, MNor dad they show any particular
inclimation o emgage i the new fashion of rurming nouns isto
verbs, a pracrice thar gave the age such perennially usehsl
innovanons as to possip (15e0), to fuel (1391), to attest (1598), b0
irch (1 599k o preside (16T, b0 swrrowsad (16 16), fo burt (1662)

several score others, many of which (o bappy, to property, fo
malice) Hn‘;:‘:qt. e

Though were by no means linguistic innovaors,
peculiar circurnstances in which they found themselves forced the
first colondses to begin tinkering with cheir vocabulary almost irom
the firse day. As early o5 162z, they were using pomd, which in
England designated a small arificial pool, md:amhhrpmd
whaolly matural bodies of water, a5 in Walden Pored, Cregk in
England described an inbet of the sea; mhmnulrcmwwlﬁa
mfwmmﬂ'ﬂthﬂum.wlnsimﬂ been

y mwestigated, the colomiak guickly discarded many
lﬁmudr useful English ropographic words — burst, smeve, mead,
beath, moar, and | in Mew England) brook, and

began coming up with mew ones, like summp ifirst s mﬂeﬁm_ﬁoﬁn
Smith's

Historie of Virgimia in 1628),” ravime, holiaw,
13
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rangé (for an open piece of ground) and biuff, Oken these were
bosrowed from other languages. Biuff, which has the distnction of
being thee frsr word anscked by the Brinish a5 a misguided and
abvistasly uvanecesary Americanism, wai probably borrowed
frnmlh:Dllbchbw meaning a fat board. Saanep appears o come
from the Gernsan sy, and ravee, firse reconded m 1780 in the
diarits of George Washington though almost certaindy wsed mauch
earfier, is frem the French.

Oddly, comsidening the extremities of the American dimate,
weather words were show in arising. Smoavsforms, the firsr
meteorolagical Americantim, is not recorded before 1771 and na
one appears o bave noticed a fomado before 1804 In
between came cold smap in 1776, and that sbout exhauss
America’s comtribution to the world of weather terms in i firse
rwg hundned yesrs, Blizzard, 3 word withowt which any deserip-
tan of a northern Amenican winter would seem incomplere, did
net in Eecy come oo describe a heavy i il as lare as
1870, when a newspaper editor in Estherville, lowa, Ipp]lnd':tbn
a particularly ferce sprng spow, The word, of unknown origi
had been coined in America some Gty years earlier,
previously had denoted & blow of sevies of blows, as from fisis ar

juns,

Where they could, however, the fiess colonists suck doggedty 1o
the words of the Old World, They preserved wards with the
diligence of archivists, Scores, perhaps handreds, of English verms
that would later perish from neghect in their homeland Fve on in
America thanks o the essenrially conservative nature of the early
colontses. Fall for dwtumin is perhaps the best known, It was a
relasively mew woed ar che time of the Pilgrims ~ s firm use in
Emgland was recorded in 1 145 — but it remained in commen use
in England umtil as lase as the second half of the nmereemth
penpury. Why it deed out there when it did 1 unknewn. The bist of
words preserved in hrlﬂiﬂkpﬂ-:ﬁﬂllrmd]mhmhrm
calrin in the semse of 3 bumble dwelling, bug for any of
imsex, bog bor a jpig, deck as in a pack of cards and jack for =
knave within che deck, rars for rear, fwak for nobbish, sad in the
sense of angry rather than umhinged, bushel as & common anit of

ra— )
(princpally in Mew England) notck for a pass chrowgh hilks, gally
fior a ravine, roodter for the make fowl, elick as a variant of slesk,
zevor for mought, back amd forth (instead of backwards and
fumdshphn&mmtmdwrmcmp1m.m im favoar

of miidday, molasses tor reacle, cesspool, bomme-spun, dir, frash,
talemted, chare, mayhem, maybe, copions, and s0 on. And char s
just a bare sampling.

The first colonists alio brought with them many regronal terms,
lictle known ourside their privave comers of Britaan, whech
prospered on American $oil and have often since spread to the
wider English-speaking world: drool, tester, bub, swamip, squirt
{as & verm deseriptive of a persan), spool (for thread), o widl,
cater-cormened, thedaddle (a north Brinish dialect word meandng o
spill sumething soisy, such as a bag of coal), gumphios, chump (an
P e Y el et (s e

wom ‘off your 3 A [as in to gl ame's
dander up), chitterlings, chipper, chisel in the semse of to cheat, and
skuiduggery. The last named has nothing o do with skalls which i
why it is spelbed wich one L. It comes from the Scortish souldudre, a
word denoting fomication. Chitteriings, or chitling, for the small
intestines of the pig, was unknown oorside Hampshire unul
nourished to wider glory in the New World ® That it evolved in
some quarters of America into kettlings suggests that the ch- may
hawe been pronounced by at least some people with the hard k of
chaos or chors.

And of courss mhqut many words with them that have
nat sarvived in evther America ar Britain, i the lexical impovenish-
mens of both: fight for a dussing of snow, fribble for a frivolous

. basslaper for a hermit, spong for a parcel of lind,

for an infami, sooterkin for a sweﬂhurt,glmlm'l:uri

progective sandbar, and the muche-missed slobberchops for a
eSSy edrer.

Everywhere they mamed in their new-found land, the early
cobonists were confronted with objects thar they had never seen

* dipon s @ small nddiny, It somes from the Old Englich wond sen, meating the
nitth bour of dayligat, ar § pm., when prayen wem comrenly sard b chinged 10 12
P i the Middle ﬁpmmmlm o medday. But @ Boean
for 3 time i popresemed cither of the|

measurement, closel for capboard, adsr, attic, feer amed hatchet, " explasns pefrresces im older
MHhmnﬂmmmmrwlnﬂ ety v "t o of madnighe” and dhe like,
14 H
o
i Lt
absurdly easy w bunt. Ome accouns from 1770 repomed thas a
PTTER MHhWMlﬁM:wﬁeﬁut[m:H@ﬂum
i Amesrica Some people ate thern, but mast were fad B0 pags. Millions sare
beture, from the mosquito {as frst spelled moskeroe of muckeio) were dawghvered for the sport of it By 18oo their numbers had
o the 1o poison ivy, of ‘poysoned weed” as they called been roughly balved and by 1900 they were all bur gone. On 1
it At o dombe overwhelmed by the wealth of wnfamibar lite Seprember 1914 the last one died ar Cinannati Zoo.
im cheir new Eden, they made no distinction berween pumpling asd The first cobonists were noe, however, troubled by several other
squashes or beraeen the walmat and pecan wrees. They mianamed crearures that would one day plagoe the Mew World, One was the
ﬂ“ﬂlﬂmllfm::im"ﬁ‘ Mﬁm common bouse rar. It wouldn't reach Burope for another connury
{acrually  dhnesh hedgpebog, Lk, swatlow snd margh
it . e Mdm:n!ﬁn.hnd-"" tﬂmhﬁuﬂﬂrmdmhﬁmbﬁkﬁn&hﬂ{u
The wignify “m‘““hw“ ""“:‘“ the reasons that have never been explamed) and did nor make its fire
Imm’hp. N . M“':ﬂ:"' (That wdm:m Ermw:n America until 1775, in Bosson. (Such was
perace i the wild.) Dfmﬁquﬁrmm“kﬂm ity thet, by the time of the 1849 gold rush, carly
new creabures names imitacive of the sounds they made - bob m'ﬂmﬁhm‘mhwm"'mhmﬁrh
wihit, sobippooruill, katydid - and when that proved impracscal 1ptos there were an estimaed one handred million bouse rats in
thiy bell back on the useful, an t jcam, America} Many other now common animals, among them the
ﬂpuﬂﬂtufhmu:nmmmuﬂhmmd\hw# heouse mouse and the commaon pigeon, were akio yet fo make ther
Colonial American English posstively toems with such construc- first trip across dhe ocean.
Bons: faimieorm, glounorm, apeplind, cameasback, copperhesd, Far certain specles we know with some precison when they
rattlesnake, buegrass, backirack, bobear, aﬁiﬁ.&hﬂﬂ;lﬂ- arrived, most notoriously with thar airborne irritant che starling,
MWMMM = m which wias brought w America by one Eugene Scheclielin, a
Fullaide {a somtinets called a sidebilll, plis Er wealthy German emigrant whe had the odd, and in the case of
sedditioms as. Nghrwad, sidescall ":*"f‘*“:w-;“f searlings regrerable, idea thar be should introduce 1o the American
gorapht, landscape all the birds mentioned in the writings of Shakespeare,
r”"“ﬁﬁmm‘:d'“m“r ““'"?'.”"“"""’“ Moss of the species he intraduced failed m prosper, but the forty
qualiticy i = lamd whase inclisded increasingly lusge pairs of srarlngs he released in Mew York's Ceniral Park im the
nwbﬂnfm-mm ~which their Brirish cosnterpares spring of 1890, augmented by rwenry more pairs the following
wften backed, Frostbite it clearly mate descriptive than chillsims, spring, o thrived that within less than a conrary they had become
Mﬂmm.m&md«ﬁ?tqmm- ﬂ!mu‘;{:hmdnrhirdwEdﬂihTHiul.';ndmufinrﬂtj
kemnel, bedipread than counterpane, whatever che English might s, commuon bouse sparrow [actwally not a sparrow at
say. bt an African weaverberd ) was in similar fashion infroduced o the
One erearure thas very misch learured in the lives of the carliest Mew Warld in :35: or 1B52 by the president of the Matural
s was the passenger pigoon. The name comes from dn l-hunqs.:ueq- Brooklyn, and the carp by the secretary of the
mhummfpmu nue!hﬂlpll-lnlg}ldw ithsonian lnseinution m the 18764."" That there were not greater
pigeons cemainky im almost inconcei wasr numbers. opical disasners often musguided
Oine early chaerver estimated 4 passing flock as being o male wide :rﬂ:ﬁmjlam:r&wﬁﬁ:ﬁ:hpw
N o S sy Roncally chnkicen Rt oryciac the v of Partly from kack of daily contact with the British, pardy from
the Mayflousr lindkng there weve perhaps nlee billion pa v ¥
mNﬁmm&“mhmmd’m;: comditions peculiar 1o American life, and parly 'ﬂ'l'lilpifl’ﬂ'l
mmﬂmmudq With such numbers they were whim, American English soon began wandering off in new
£ i
o —
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direceions. Ay early an 1682, Amerscans wer calling faldmg money
boils rwther than moter. By 1751, burdew had lost in English
meining of & writing desk and come 1o mean @ chest of drawers.
Bari in Britain was and generally soll is a sorehouse for grain, but
in America it ook on the wider senee of being 2 general-parpose
farm building. By 1780 avemur was being used to designare smy
wide srpeet im America; in Bricwin ic smpleed a line of ceees = indesd,
irsill does mo che exvent thas many British towns have sireess called
Avenue Road, whach scends comically redundant po American
gars. Other words bor which Americans graduslly enbarged the
mesnings inchide apariment, pie, store, closed, pavemens and
hiock. Block in late esghreenth-cennary America described a group
af buildings having & similar appesranoe = what the Bonsh cafl 2
terrace — then ﬁmmmaﬁﬂmnuhcﬁnmlmmd
ﬁnllh'hxily,wubnn;-d-* derm sense b dew
urban rectangle bounded by strees.'?

Bur rhe hamdiest, if mor abways tee simplest, way of filling voids in
thee: Ammenican lexicon was 1o ask the bocal Indians whart wards they
used, Ar the tene of the first colonises there were pechaps fifry
milkion Indiare in the Mew World (thongh other estimates have put
the figure as high a5 one bundred million and as low as eight
million}. bost bved ip Mexico and che Andes. The whole of Morth
America bid perhags no more than reo million inkabiomes, The
lodians #Nwlhﬁmﬂn’nlrr geaerally broken down ineo six

rather chan lingwistic or cubruzal, families: those fram
Cheyemne and Fawnee],

eth. {Kurchin, b . Wighim these groups o
Immwnnhmmm;#phlnm #Ol-hﬂld
Pawnee were sertbed  farmers, while the Cheyenne and
Cosmmanches were nomadic humters. There was dlso consaderabde
movement: the Blackfoot and Cheyense, for example, began as
eastern seaboard [ndiass, members of the Algonquias family,
hedore pashing wese inte dee plains.

Dhespine, or perbaps becawse of, the relative pauciey of inhabi-
wmnis in Morth America, the variery of languages spoken on the
contigent wis perncularly rick, with a5 many as yoo alogether.

1l

Muads i America

Most Indian terms, however, were not so amenable o simple
mansliteranion. Many had o be brusquely and repeatedly pum-
melled imto shape, like a recallcitrane pilflow, before any English
wmmmm&mmmmmim
mpntmnn{bmdnw:nwﬁﬁr:m1hh
it biit 48 that this was st
mﬂrmfumrkmn&ﬁndnm.ﬂmﬁuhnpdd
mknﬂlhﬂpﬂmwmﬂﬂru&uﬂ:ﬂ'mdﬂ
farm we kenow noday; mﬁ.ﬂdhcmnwﬂnhnddm

hﬂmswmlﬂlndﬁmﬂrmﬁ.Pmbﬁluﬁ
and then hickory.

TMmmnwdrrf:ﬂium W{wrﬂﬂr

[ﬂ:bd!mqm Choctaw was variously red as Chaqueta,

Shackiau and Chodiah before sepring ism it modern form. Even

the scemingly serasghtforward Mebawd had o many as 142

recorded spellings.”
the colonises gave up. For a time they referred to an

abandoned the fght snd called it & prickly peer.'t. Success
*rmddllrplrunhpbnurmabu]up ul!lhunmt
contacy iribe. Those who encountered the Ojibwa Indians found
MM&:»M{MHHMMMHn’thW
on ihe tnibe's name, Some said Ojibasa, others By
‘winatever name, the crite employed consonamt clussers of such a
confoanding dessity ~ mrtik, pidikye, kolriomkaa, 1o name bus

* W lewst thet Esghith coliminis mnde sz wimingd 66 bonoer & ladan naes.
Th'f-'ad-l“ scarcely tonosics whet nes the iribey wsd. The
J—# mﬁm—#h!-&dﬂ-hﬂﬁ-ﬂ
iullllulll‘l-pﬂhﬂ Mar Parcd, " plerced nose”, Fov dhair babein of
mmuu-ﬂm & swnlaf dervie with Siwaak,
rhich i scnuially st o modilird Jormof dhe Frond st oo sl with Gra

Vimsre u‘:::hum.n-zm*-—-u-.‘r-d iy, By

w

3 e
Pat another way, the Indians of Morth America sccounted for oaly
§ per cent of H'Epup'ﬂ:l:innnl:lheNﬂ.l Woﬂd, butperhlpf ag
much as a quarter of its tongues. Many of these languages -
Puayallup, Tapi, Assnboin, Hidatsa, Bella Coola = were spoaken by
only & relative handiul of peaple. Even among relared mibes the
linguiszic chasm could be considerable. As the historian Charluon
Laird has pus it “The known mative b of California alone
show greacer linguistic wariery than all the known languages of the
continent of Earope.”

Almost all of the Indian terms taken directly o Englesh by the
first colonests come from the two castern famalies: the Iroquois
confederacy, whose members included the Mohawk, Cherokee,
Omneida, Seneca, Delaware and Huron tribes, and the even larger
Algonquian group, which included Algonguain, Arapaho, Cree,
Delaware, Mlinois, Kickapoo, Marcaganser, Ojibwa, Penobscot,
Pequot and 5ac and Fox, among mamy others. Bat bere, too, there
was huge variabiliry, so thar ro the Delaware Indians the river was
the Susquehanna, while ro the peighbouring Hurons it was the
Kanastoge (or Conestogal.

The early colonists began borrowing words from the Indians
almast from the mament of firss contace, Moose and papooss were
taken into English as early as 160y, Raccoon is firss recorded in
récd, caribou and apassem in 1610, moccasm and fomabaed in
1612, hickory in 1618, porwow in 1624, wigwam in 1628."

, the Indians provided some 150 terms 1o she early
colomiss. ﬂ:mthu' 150 came lacer, often afer being filcered
through intermediare sources. Toboggm, for imstance, encered
Ensl'l:l: I:gr way of Canadian Fremch. Hammock, marze and
barbecwe reached the continent via Spanish from the Caribbean,

'Dncaﬁ.lm'ullr Indian terms could be adapted fairly simply. The

seganku became withowt too much difficalry skurk.
Wichak settled into English almost inevitably as woodchuck
(despite the tongue-twister, no woodchuck ever chucked wood),
Wampumpeay became sampuor, The use of meck in the narthern
colonies was clearly influenced by the Algonquian maidck, meaning
a point or corner, and from which comes the expression thar meck
of the woods., Similarly the preponderamce of capes n Bew
England is at least partly dwe to the existenoe of am Algonguian
word, kepas, meaning *a closed-up passage”.'*

]

Becommyg Americans
thres'™ = m5 b0 comvinge the new colonises o leave their Tongue in

peace.

(diren, 2s might be expected, the colonists misunderstond the
Indsan terms and misapplicd them. To the natives, panwobiccora
signified not the mee but the food made from its outs, Pakan or
Ppacean was an Algonquian word for any hard-shelled nur. The
colonises made it pecan (afver coying wich such varisncs &5 pekaur
and pecawn) and with umcharactaristic specificity reserved it for the
produce of the mee known to science as the Carya illimoensis.

ite the difficulries, the first colonists were perennially
fascinated by the Indian wongues, partly no doubt because they
were ewonic, but also because they had a beaory thar was
irresistible. As William Penn wroee: “[ know noe a |I.|1pug= lpu&::n
in Europe, that hath words of more sweetness or greamess, in
accent or emphasis, than theirs.® And be was right. You have only
to list a handful of Indian place names — Mississippi, Susquehanma,
Rappabannack — to see that the lndians found a poetry in the
American landscape thar has all voo often eloded those whe
displaced them.

If the early American colonists treated the Indians® languages
with respect, they did not always show swuch scruples with the
Indians themselves. From the outset they often treated the narives
badly, albeit sometimes unwictingly. One of the firie acts of the
Mayfloueer Pilgrions, as we have seen, was to plunder Induan graves.
[One wonders bow the Pilgrims would have felt had they foand
Indians pucking dthrough the graves in an Enghish charchyard.}
Confursed and casily fraghtened, the carly colonists often amacked
friendly tribes, mistaking them for hostle ones, Even when they
knew the tribes 1o be nendly, they somerimes ok hostages in the
decidedly perverted belief thar this would keep them respectiul.

When circumstances were deemed o warrant it, they did nor
Besinane ro impose & quite shocking seversty, as a note from soldsers
w the governor of the Massachuserts Bay Colony during King
Philsp®s War reminds us: “This aforesaid Indiam was ordered 1o be
tourne 1o peeces by dogs, and she was so dealt with. " Indeed, early
accoumts of American encounters with Indians el us a5 much
abour colonial violence a5 about seventeenth-century orthography.
Here, for instance, ts William Bradtord describing a surprise amack
mtpcmﬁlmilhisHhmrynfﬂhwgw.m

Jt
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wictim, it e mwotnd, were mostly women and children: Those
umpdm:;:cﬁnmd:iummm:mmMn
with rapiers, so as they were gubckly
dimparchire . . - Tt was & bearful sight o see them thas frying in the
fyre . ., and hoerible was the sryncke and sentce there of, bat che
victory seemved a swens gacrifice. ™ In 1675 in Vi Joba
Washingron, an ancesior of Geonge, was mvol im & nog
uneypical incident in which the Indians were invited o senle a
dispube by perding their lzaders ro 2 powwow, They sent fve chiefs
o parbey and whes things did net go we the Europesn sstiles”
mﬁmﬂ.ﬂiﬂdﬁ!ﬁmukm:mrudkilldﬁuﬂ?ew
faithibal Indians were ioand a5 expendable. When John Smith was
comiromed by hosthe svages in Vieginia in 1608 has firse acrion
was tis shaedd himeself behind his native guide.

In the circg ek, i i [arele der chat the Isdians began o
view their new riﬂhbfhhrduhh;mnilnlpimﬂiiﬂdm
withdraw their goodwill This was a particular blow to the Vingmia
colonists — or “pl "2 they were hopebally called =
whi were as helples ar fending for themselves as the Mayflouwsr
Pilgrims would prove 52 be 3 decade later. In the winter of réoy—
1, they underwent wha camme v be known as the “starving cine’,
dusing which briet pericd the number of Vieginia colomises fell
from five huredred e abour sixry, Whea Sir Thomas Gates arrved
1o eake aver % the Bew grvernos the following spring. he foand 'the
PartEs Gpen, the mhmmmmmmmmdmd
unfrequenced, empty Bowses (whose owners untimely deash had
taken mewdy from hem) reat up snd bumt, the kiving not able, as
hpmmﬁmﬁ!mmmhﬂmﬁﬂﬁmjm;
nnd_itinnm'lliﬁ}g-iﬂnn[m]:ilingnﬂ-utummm

Fresh colonists were conssanaly dispatcled from England, bat
berween tlse perids of the [ndians wishout and the famime and
pewilence within, they perished almost a5 fass as they could be
replaced, Berween Decembier 1606 and Febraary 162y, Virginia
received 7,289 IM#ETane and buned & 040 of them. Most barely
had ume ro seetle in. Of the 3,500 mmigeans who arrived in the
&mgﬂ::ilp-ﬂrjmmr:dndmﬂwtrﬂﬁ:puinitn

e Virgisi 'leWMwid y
“Fnr thase who survived, life was a sucsession of cerrory and

L+
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discomborrs, from |1-n|u' and homeesickness to the dread P
bality of being tomabawked in ome’s bed. As the colonist Richard
Frekvorne wrote wish a vowch of forgivable hiscrionics: 'l thoaght
no heead had been able to hald 20 moch water as hath and doth
dailve Mhow from mane eves.’ He was desd within the year.™

Anleasy he was spared the messy end thag awaired many of those
who survived him. On Good Friday, 1622, during a pericd of amiry
between the colonists and natve Americans, the Indian chief
Opechancaroagh sent delegarions of has ievbes vo the newly planted
Virginia sertlements of Keconghtan, Henricus (also called Hengico
or Henricopalis) and Charles Cicy and their neighbouring farms. bt
wrs presented as a goodwill visit — some of the lndians even “sace
dovern at Breakiast', as one appalled colomal wrose afrerwards —bat
upon a given signal, the Indians seized whatever implements
happened to come to hand and murdered every man, woman and
child they could carch, 352 in all, or about a third of Vieginia's roral
population.™

Twenty-rwe years later, im 1644, the same chie! did the same
thing, killing absour rhe same nomber oof peenpde, Bon by ehis time the
352 deaths represented less than a cwentieth of Virginia's English
inhabatants, and Opechancanoagh’s intarsion was mare a brunal
anpoyance than & catastrophe. Something cdarly had changed in
the imterim. "What it was can be summed up in 3 single word:
tobaceo. Te the Indians of Virginia this agreeable plan was not
tobaces, bus wprprdnaoe. Tohecco was a spani.lh Wd., taken from
the Arabsc rabdg, signifying any euphoria-inducing herb. The frst
mentron of whacce in Englsh was in 1565 afer a visit by John
Hawkens v a shorr-lived French outpost in Flonida, With a trace of
bemasement, and an wncerrain mastery of the expositony sentence,
h-r:q)nrtnd that the Fremch had *a kind of herh dried, who with 2
cane and an earthen cup on the end, with fire, — doe suck through
the cane the smoke thereof” ™ Despite Hawkins's apparent
dubiousmess abowt just how much plessure this sort of thing coald
bering, bee carried some robacco back fo England with him, where o
quickly caught on in a big way. At frst the practice was called
‘drinking’ it, before it cecurred to anyone that seokimg might be o
mure dpl berm. Wonderful powers were ascribed o it Tobacoo was
believed 10 be both a poremt aphrodisisc and a marvelbously
versanle medicine, which 'purgerh superfluous phlegm and other

33
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quadrupled. Ir achieved this apparent paradox by drawing large
numbers of people from other Mew World colonies — Carolina, for
imstance, was founded in 1669 by only about a hundred people
from Enghands the rest were plansers from Barbados™ — and from
an influx of mon-English peoples: Germans, French and most
especially Scots-lrish Ulster, of whom possibly as many as
150,000 arrived just in the middle fifry years of the e

Murde fn Amrics
gross bumoars, and openeth all tee pores amd passages of the
oy’ *" Before lang, it was all the rage and people simply couldn'e
et enough of ot
e et i i A e e ey
seventeenth cengury 4 0 i it

nﬁtamiq.hmmfmmmg cenrury.™* All of this contribated significandy o America’s long,
Virgimia. People began o Sock o the colony in sumbers the dﬂ*dﬂhwﬂrfmlﬁtmrd.wlmhmvf
todéans coubdn’t cope with, Vinginia's future was secure, and English.
almiosr entirely becawse of an addictive plamt Sprinkled among this motley assem of new asrivals were

i ther meesrn time, eher persecanon of Puritans in Britsin made Mew increasing numbers of black Africans. had begun arnving in
England a much less lonely spot. During the years 1 é2g=4a, §0,000 Virginia as carly as 1619 = thus casily predating the oldest New
Praritasns fled the Cld Waorld for dhe Mew. Only some 2,000 went England families = bur not wntil late in the cenpary did their
Mew England. A similar mumber sertied in the Caribbean, in places usefulmess as field workers and household servants become over-
Wk Raskidetcn o) S8 K, Sk Rt € s ki ot it whelmingly evident. Though their removal o America was in-
whally forgoiten, calony an Old Provsdence biland along Micaragua's tary, they were at first regarded a5 servants, with the same
Mosquise Coase, The Wese Indies. were for 4 long dme the mos rights of eventual eamed freedom a5 indenmared whites. The irony
st e o e Mlem: Tl By 3 7ce2 Machundtn I st 2 is that all these early menials, white and black alike, were called
third mere Emglish-speaking ihabitanes than Virginga and more chan slaves, the term having, temporarily lose its sense D" "
twice as many a5 Mew York. Mane the bess, enough Brisons serded m - :il:‘n'ian'BE weere called i incidenic
M assachuserts m secure its future beyond doubse. By rhe beginning of "n'":'l"" WALy thei : fllldﬁl.. Jon
thie eighteenth century it had 2 population of So,000. It wealth, o, ally, because their contract was indenced, or akng an
fad sm wnseemiy side. As early a5 1643, just rventy-rwo years after n?::lwlmundmmm.mmandmmﬂ:hkmw
the Pilgrim Fathers first planerd their feet on American soil with a beal -

view to making the world a bemer, mare godly place, Mew England Gradually, out of this inchoate mass a coantry began o emerge —

p w wiere basily engaged in am enterprise thar would make loosely strucnared, poverned from abroad, populated by an
them wery rich indeed: the slave made. unlikely mix of refugees, ideabises, dlaves and comvices, but a
Such was the outflow of immagrants in the s th century country nont the bess. By the fourth decade of the eighveenth

thar by 1700 the British government had grown alarmed by the
exodirs of stardy, industrious people and elfectively cut off the
supply, apart from regulas boatloads of manspored felons (smong
them the Gictional Moll Flanders),* Cosvicts apart, very few tnese
Englishmen or women emigraced 1o America afer 1700, None the
less, im the first half of the century the population of the colonses

century the Brtsh were feeling sufficiently confident of thelr
standing in dhe Mew World to begin booking for am excuse to throw
their weight around a brtle. In 1739, the Spanish gave it to them
when they mady, masifet thelr long and wholly understanda ble
English smuggler named Edward Jenkins. Mever mind that Jenkins
wis listle mare than a common criminal. The British responded by
launching pomsibly the only interesting-sounding conflict in
higtory, the War of Jenkins” Ear.

The war was in face precry dull, but it did have 2 couple of
interesting kinguistic spin-offs. One came with the introduction of 3

34 EH]

nocth Devon couit. Whea he wan ai bt
ppmrasT becausn be had vajoen them "reermeas' FRSHITRIEE epe R fetrissded
ind Bned b L3855 Thi bite of the #rindod conwict b usiksiuss,
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Made in America
daily ration of rum 2nd water for the sailors on the instructions of
the commander of the fleet, Edward Vernon, Vernon's nickname
was Old Grog — no one seems to know why — and the drink, a5 you
will doubtless have guessed, was soon called grog. (And those who
drank too much of it would perforce become groggy.) Vernon was
by all accounts an inspiring figure, and was greatly loved by his
men. One of his colonial officers, Lawrence Washington, haif-
brother of George, was so taken with the admiral that he named his
Virginia plantaton Mount Vernon in his honour.
However — and here we come to the point of all this — the
euphonious if largely forgotten War of Jenkins' Ear marked a
telling semantic transition. It was then for the first time that the
British began to refer to their colonial cousins as Americans, rather
than as provincials or colonials, American had been recorded as
early as 1578, but previously had been applied only to the native
Indians. No one realized it yet, but a new pation had begun.
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A ‘Democratical Phrenzy’:
America in the Age of Revolution

When dawn broke on that epochal year 1776 — 3 year that would
also see the publication of Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations and the
first volume of Edward Gibbon's Decline amd Fall of the Rowman
Emprire — America’s war wirh its British masrers was already, in a
sense, several years old. The much despised Stamp Acr was eleven
years i the past. It was nearly three years since the Boston Tea
Party (which wouldn't in fact generally be called that for another
half-century) and six since the infamous, if widely misreporred,
Boston Massacre. It had been nine months since some unknown
soul had stood ar Concord green and fired, in Emerson's
memorable phrase, ‘the shoc heard round the world®, and not much
less since the bloody, curiously misnamed Bartle of Bunker Hill,
which did not take place on Bunker Hill at all {or Bunker's Hill as it
was then more commonly called). Though the barle was intended
to take place on Bunker Hill (these matters being rather more
formally arranged in the eighteenth century), for reasons unknown
colonial eroops under Col. William Prescott fortified the wrong
hill, the netghbouring Breed's Hill, and it was there thar the first
pitched bartle of America’s war for independence was fought. To
complicate matters, Breed®s Hill was often thereafver referred to as
Bunker Hill. At any rate, and by any measure, in Jangary 1776 Britain
and a sigmaficant portion of its American colonies were at war,

We might reasonably ask why. In 1776 Americans already were
‘the freest people in the world', as Samuel Eliot Monson has
nated,! Most Americans enjoyed economic mobility, the tight to

57
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ware far their own local represemtacives, @ free pres and the benefins
of what ome comemporary rellingly called a “most disguss-
ing equality’. They ate better, were more comfortably housed and
on the whols were probably bester educated than dhesr Beinish
cousens. (o Mussschusens, for inseance, the lreracy rave was at
least douhle that of Bricsin}® The Revolation when it came would
not be o secure Amenica’s freedom, but to preserve it.

Whae the colonists did lack were sears in Parliament, They
resented — not umpeasonably, 8 soem mo us today — being redquaired
o pay tanes oo the mother counitry when they were denied a voicein
the House of Coenmons. To the Briosh such 2 pogicn was
overambitious, if no scually preposterous, smce most Brivons dd
not themselves emjoy such & lavish franchise. Omly abowt one Britan
im rwgny b che right m vooe and even some large thriving cines
such as Liverpool and Manchester had no directly elected Member
of Parliament. Why should mere colonises, the semi-Bricish, be
mtdd;wchﬂwﬂpnwlqtmﬂdwn reared on Brivsh

Nnr,l!hwldbclomd,mﬂwnmhwdudlrmlomuhr
amy streech enerous of wnmeasonshle, The principal aim of the
stamp dubies and ocher revenwe-raisimg, measures was 1o fund the
pratecton of the colomes. it was hardly beyond the boands of
reasonableneis o expect the colonisss 1o make a comrbition
rowards the cost of their own defence. In the 1750, it was
catimared, the sverage American paid abour sx & YE&F B 1A,
The average Briton pasd tweenty-fee shillings — fifry times as mudh,
Mlnm:ﬂgﬁmnﬂummﬂl}pﬂdd‘uumm
hated Townshend dutes raised just £294 in revesue in cheir firss
wear and cost £170,000 to implement. The aqually reviled Samp
Aucr duries were never colleced ar all

Peane the bess, a5 every schoolichild kiows, theoughout the 17708
hmrmgwnh:ben’r'ﬁxahmm:mprﬂmnmns
m-l.m Acoaally, moe. James O, 1o whom the phrase

appears never to hive said any such thing =
urn.rluluihuh:l no one ot the nme nociced, The famous words
Mwmnj'tmrbtdmimuu‘l 1R, meardy forty wears after he

The American Revolznon was in facrsn age m
Many of the expresssons that are prowdly
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opposition tomy opmion, kad produced a grear effecr, and | eyseif
been highly delighted and moved, | have ssked myself when n
mg?mmmuhnmm:mmum AaTwer the

Even those evenes that did unquestionably rake place have ofren
been ditorred by hastory wo show the coloniak im 3 mare
tavourable lnght. The classic example is the Baston Massacre, or the
'H-lnndy Massacre Perpeerated in King 5treer, Bosron’, as it was
provocatively called i Paul Revese's fanvous engraving, Revers's
renditron shows the British Redooats, or lohsterbacks as they were
mdﬂmmﬂrhwnuhr‘mt{'uhmmhmtddﬂhﬂuui
senall, seseded garhering of colomaals, as if blichely execuring
midday shoppers. It wasn't quite like that. Five colonials dad bose
their lives in the incident, bus it happened ar night, améd grear

aned oither missiles and generslly menaced by a drunken, ugly and
very much larger mob. By the standards of the day, the Brieish
roaps were eminently justified in replying with Bre_ John Adams,
a any rave, had no besstation in defending the soldiers o cowrr (and
securing the acquirtal of all but twoy the convicted pair had dheir
thumbs branded, a light panishment indeed in a marder mal). I
was his mare hothraded cousan, Sam Adams, who with the belp of
Pam| Eevere's amwork momed the incident into effective propa-
s amd popidarioed the expeession Boston Massacre,
l.rm: abmost a cennary afterwards, Paul Revere was known in
Aumerice, in po fr a5 he woas known ar all, nog for hes midnight ride
b-tuﬂtmhru!&uwltm:uudlﬁm
‘Wadsworth Longfellow wroce his romanticized and hogely in-
poem ‘Paul Revere's Ride” (fram Taler of o Wayadde
Ima) in 18473 that Revere becarne known as anything other than an
engraver and silversmith,

* Amchg e niccetscrs, Reeoe didn's hing & laniorms m the old Horik
Chrarch, becaor i wesin’e calbed shar sovll losee; w0 che o off the Ravalanion it was
Chorircherch) b made ren nades, noL ones aned e B msde oo Comoord,
Losglellow kis it, bar in (et was arsciied aleng the way. As o hionian Longiklow

wni dhoodadly bt s m crveaver of caach phrssss he wan i the Grar rank,

Armong those thar Lve wthi o e Footpriars on thet savds of wee™, "Thes b vhe fosen:

s i eich like somae camn rvest T, “slrips fhai psis i the sight”, ind Tubot
-m.ﬂuh;ﬂkﬂq—_ﬁ.llp—mh

e

A "Democratical Phremzy': America in the Age of Revolution
for were in fact mewer uttered, Farrick Henry
almost certainly didn’t issue the defiant cry *If this be treason, make
the most of n° ar any of the other deathless remarks confidemtly
attributed o him in the Virginia House of Burgesses in May 1765
The clerk af rhe convenion made no notes of Henry's speech, and
niane of thote present gave any hint n their correspondence that
Henry's remarks had been parriculasrly decerifying char day.
b0 the ome surviving eyewitmess account — written by a
French hydrologist who just happened oo be present, amd foend
quite by chance in the archives of the Manonal Hydralogical
Inseituee of Framce in 12T = Henry did make some intemperate
remnarks, but, far from being defiant, he immediasely apologized w
the House of Burgesses if ‘the hear of passion might have lesd [sic]
him to have sand something moce than be moended’ and omadly
pmfuﬂmﬂ}’inihf#rmﬂntiu—mwwm&wnf

thirust-jawed challenge portrayed in counthess school books.*

1§ Henery did engage in a liethe nervous back-pedalling, we showld
not be alogether surpresed. He was the jumior member of the
bowase; he had taken has seae only nine days cardier. His brave and
eloquent challenge ro manarchy appears o have been invenmed
Fromm whode coch Borty-one years larer, seventeen years after
died, by a prggish biographer nansed Welliam Wi, wha had never
met, seen or heard him. u}d‘m.ﬂumhrc.m:denn
comment abour the scouracy or otherwise of Wirr's account of
events on that day, but he did breely offer the opinion that Wirt's
elfort was ‘a poor book, written in bad easee, and gives an imperiec
idﬂa'"‘a.rrii:l:l-lmrf.Nﬂr,uhik“lunri,kdue:myﬂm
that Henry #ver uttered the other famous remark attributed to him:
I keneowr et wihar cowrse athers may vake; but as for me, pive me
liberty or give me death.” indeed, there is no evidence that Henry
ever said anything of subseance ar found space in his head for &
umkunm&wﬂtmwuawwhmmumm

imadal H.u:h.l.rllol:phrmﬂmmn.r
mumnll amd I'mqumllr uwnmmF He did, i is orue, have
certain orarorical powers, but these appeared to owe more o a gift

far hypnonc sonorosity than 1o any command of thought or
lamguage. His style of speech w:lh'rld af verbal sleight of hand

that, in the words of one contemporary, ‘haffled all descriprion”.
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A 'Democratical Phremsy’: America in the Age of Revolution

Perhaps the mast singular mstance of histarbcal mandpulation is
that concerning Betsy Ross and the crearion of the first American
flag. The traditional story — recorded with solemnity in this
author's school books m the 19598 — is thar Washingron
enered Mrs Rowm's upholsery shop in Philadelphia in 1776,
showed her a rough sketch of a flag and asked her w0 whip up
something suitable for & new natbon. The story was st first voiced
until minety-six years after the sopposed event when one of her
grandchildren ted the wale o0 a historscal sockery in
Pennsyhvania. It has never been substantiated.® Howerer, a5 a hiede
thought should el us. in 1776 George Washingron had rather
maore pressing marmers o engage his amenrion than husring down a
seamgress for & national Aag. In any case, ar the time of the sory,
America was still flying the Grand Union fag, a banner that had
alternating red and white stripes in the manner of the modern
American llag, but contained a Union Jack where the stars now go.
Mot wnail June 1777 did Congress replace the Unéon Jack wich
saars, Bur even then, such were the emogional ties vo Britain, many
flag makers arranged the stars in a Union Jack partern.

‘Thee upshist is chait i early January 1776 - despite the Boston Tea
Party, the bartles of Concord and Bunker Hill, the revolt over the
Townshend Acts and al the other manifestations of popualar
discongent — Americans were not merely relustant o part with
Bricain, bur most had never even dreamed of such a thing. Uniil
well afrer the Revolution had d Washington and his officers
were continuing the nightly tradition of toasting the mother
coantry (of pot the monarch himsclf] and the Continental
was professing an carnest — we might almost say slavish — loyalry,
imsisting, even a5 it was raking up arme, thar ‘we mean Dot
&unlr:ﬂlemmwﬁﬂhumbn*mdhlp ily 5 u'bﬂiwdbetwm
s, ana pr ﬂ.r
S-m-tmgu ina nﬂnmt camse’. Their argument, :h.qr repeatedly
assured themselves, was not with Brigamn but with Geoege [IL (The
Declarstion of Independence, it is worth noting, sndiceed only ‘the
present King of Grear Bricain',) As the historian Bernard Bailyn has
jput it: “It is mot much of an ex rosay that one had to be a
foal ar a l.'l.rutu: in early January 1776 fo advocare American
independence.

Fonhumir:bﬁeuuudamulmw:uhmn[m He had
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I A "Democratical Phrensy’: America in the Age of Reolution
' amd familiary of style’ he thought unrivalled, Others were less

convinced. Benpamin Framklin believed Paine's wrigng lacked
_Mhm igniry. Gouvernear Morris dismissed him as “a mere sdvenmurer',
been bomm Thomas Pain, though upes arrival in Americs he Adams, never shore of an acid comment, called Common
whimsically changed the spelling 1o Paine, and he was about & Semse “a poar, ignotant, maliciows, short-sighted, crapubous mass’,
unlikely a figure to the coune of hisory as you could and likened Faine to a common criminal. But the book had the
{ gime. A mambiedown coars of mannes, bloochy-faosd desirad eifect.
| arsd almsose whol by lacking in acquaimeance with the virtues of soap
and MN_.M 4 ”mhlhmhu _*hmn:‘_ Mﬁ?ﬂmm}::ﬂ“ﬁlmﬂmwl‘tl:
I e & e e Common Seuse 30d 8 flurry of following works, he showered the
arveonpeed, and he had arenpoed many, from corser- makisg w tax ““‘"""ﬂ”:i'ﬁ:ir ases that live on yet: ‘the Age of Resson';
1 bscfore fimally, at i age of thirry-sight, abandoming bis ‘the Rights ; "That government is best which governs
native shores ansd and coming to America lnn’;ﬂwmhunniu.tmmmkmk,mm
Hﬂuﬂhumﬁmﬂmmdlwrﬁﬂnﬂ ﬂﬁﬂlﬂhmmﬂ'-lﬂpﬂﬂﬁﬂufhlwh
. aned a1 2 rime of immense emotional confission in America, mwiﬂr.hﬂﬁehhrcﬁrm‘dneWMJShnu’
ﬂ posseseed of an wnusally clear amd burning sense of America”. Previ even the boldest parrior bad spoken of rhe
America’s dessing. In Jamuary 1776, kess than rwo years after be “United Calomes”. Under Paime's mfuence Americans became
had anrived im the colonies, he ananymously published a slender seized with what one British oolooker uneasily termed ‘a
p-rq:lﬂeriﬁ:hh-uhdhnheuw&hﬁﬁimd znd mentar Democratical pheenzy’.”
Benpamin | Common Semze. To say that it was 3 sensation [t i easy vo forget that those who started the Revolution did nor
“““b'b'““‘;:' mﬁﬁ“mmmmmﬁ ahink of shemselves a8 Americans in anything like the way they do
seen befare in the Mew Workd: 100,000 copies were sold in the roday, They were Bestish and proud of it, To them, American was
rwe mothy, 4o, copies overal] - thia in & country wich jun more & descriptive term than an emotional one. Their primary
Mﬂhlwml:mhmmm actachment was 1o their colony, When Jefferson wirote w0 a friend
M o “cmm-:“mm i pomny e tec that he lomged ‘w0 return to my own cowntry', he meant
KA An o, £ ORI o Virginia."® in Chri Gadsden of South Caroli
galvanized America into revobatson but materially helped to fusd irginia, 1765 Christopher a
it lamenced: “There ought wo be mo New England men, no Mew
Commare Sensr was a breathaakingly pugnacious tract. Weiters Yok, etc., known on the Conrinent, bur all of us Americans."""
did mot normally refer to the king as "a soeish, srupid, stubbom, W&Mtnmqw.nﬂmﬁcwl_hmﬂ[m
waorthbess, brutish man® and e rogal bruse of England' or accuse Their expasure 10 other colonies was ofven sirikingly limited,
hisn o sheepung wich * Mumhhu-]".ﬂ.huwﬂlh-rw John Adams, for one, had never lefr his home colony. In 1756
torcebally and unequivocally for ind ‘Everyihing that Philadelphia was the second largess ciry in the English-speaking
mtrmﬂﬂlfﬂmﬂmmwﬂﬁm workd, bur more of the delegates m the second Continental
Mmmﬂmm!m“Tu::um " e was ooe ﬂummhadt;wnwm than o Penmsylvania. Despite the
writers 1 employ repubiic § ponitive conmaLation interposition of nwo miless of ocean, London remained
and helped 1o give revolution e modemn sense, rather than o the effective centre of American culture and politics. As Garry
describe the movements of celestial spheres. And he did it all in Wills has noved: Till almast the eve of the Eevolution, resistance
W*IFW'“““M?:?WW e to imperial policy was berter schemed at im London than in ke
%ﬁhm H :m'prﬂeqkm colonies . . . London [was] where policy was made and colonial
= 43
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. Fo cons and rowy, for saying ‘mancy” for mercy, ‘crap” fos crop and
Mads im Amarica *drap’ for drop. (This last variation, incidentally, accounts bor our
protests directed, where colonial agess were Jocated and a pair of words srap and strop.] Northerners would have regarded
community of Americans from the whaole condinent resided 12 as curious the soachern hakit of saying ‘holp’ for belp, for thynving
In Philadelphia, they convened in & spirie of excitement mixed wound in the semse of an injury with swooned = Mew Englanders
with high caution, Thowgh they came from amilar backgrounds — rhymed it with crawsad — and for using ¥l for a collective sense
] nane of ‘U'-rnu's rwelve delegares were relased by blood oc of you (a pracrice char had been 3 distinguishing fearure of southern
l marriage’ —ﬂwrquufud‘mﬂwr and moc withaowt reasom. speech since the 1600s).
Thfm H'm mmm& ﬂ%&ﬂwﬂ In his much-praised book Alvon's Seed, David Hackert Fracher
would W 1o '“P Wt IRKIng WS 18 carcfully argues that regional sccents — indesd discrese pegional
"ﬂmmmﬂgm e terrifying. The penaley for cultupes = were well in place in America by the time of the
m“mhhwmtm'ﬂ’ﬂ'h“*djm Revolution. He points out that American colonists came in four
and h'ﬂd*:"ﬂ !ﬂﬂ{.ﬂfﬁﬂz wm‘ﬁﬂmrﬂ: distinet waves: Paritans From eastern Enghand to New England is
be "“M“d&u':im"""“"d' m:‘u:ﬁ : Benaarls 1625-40, & mix of ite royaliss and indentared servants 1@

Virginia in 1642=75, groops from che norch Midlands snd Wales

Franklin was no than halt jeting he quipped 1 his m the Delaware Valley beginning in about 1675, and a great mass

fedlow delegares — amed bere a0 lasy we have a remark char g 1 o
acoally 1o have besn urbersd — "WEMIII\I'I,;I";E ﬁnmthrs?mduhedenandmmhmlrd-mlmnmhdmm
assaredly we shali all hang separately.” { Yet Franklin, thanks to his 171874, B"" 'h" year 177§ these four “'I"'m were faliy
clise vies wirh England and his iminis] sspport for the Saamp Acr, :;tgm? lmsh America, Thcyapnhdm{:&a;ilm of
heelid F his Fellows to be cne of the suspect of the Lt bouses in diverse ways, o fBerent
e i by il “ phethods of doing unch of the aedinary butiness of [is."15
By ssembling in Amenca in enclaves that reflected their
So what dad they sound like, these new Americans? Had they by geographic origing, the four main waves of immigrants thus
1776 adopeed a distinctive American accent? Did Jefferson speak managed oo preserve distincrive regional idensiries, That is why, for
with a sourhern drawl and Adanes with the penched nasal ranes of 3 instance, borses in Mew England [as m East Anglia) neigh, while
NmEdmhroermrmudluthmiHﬁml}m-ull thase in the middle states of America [and the Midlands of
locsely felt themselves to be? The evidence is tantalizingly England} whinay.'* NMoting that many words became assoctared
ambigucas. Certamby regional differences were evident in America early on with the speech of Vigginia = afeared, bowdy, cateroormer,
in 6776 and had been for some time As eacly 28 1720, visitons w0 inmards, fraipse, woebegone, bide and tarry for stay awhile, fode for
Mew England were speaking of 2 “"Mew England owang, which carry, disrémember for forget, pebid for being pale or unwell -
b & nonceshle pesembiance vo che m‘“‘-‘“ “fw"""- Fascher says: “Viemally all peculiarities of grammar, symtax,
T musch the same way, visitors to the Scath wemetimes remarked vocabulary and prosunciation which kave been moted as rypical of
o the resemblance of speech there oo the Sussex accent. Some Virginia were recorded in the [southern England] coumtics of
desecred quice specific differences, One observer in 1782 claimed Sussexx, Survey, Hampshire, Dorset, Wiltshire, Somerset, Oxinrd,
that nattves of the nei ing towns of Easthampron and Cloncester, Warwick ar W "7 They mray indeed have been
Southampeon on Long Isand could be distinguished in an instant P wh"“‘“”“.: i 7 B tnEait
by their pocelinriics of - Iach thic smer. el recorded there — it wo surprising if they were not — butin
'mumufe-rﬁpmmm siries in Vieginks. arhm:mﬁﬁ:m&ih;mwm rt biis vhesis |for instance,
The evidence suggests thar in 1776 southerners would have been poorly for being un and right for something meriogicns
strach by dhe New England hakit of saying lee-yow” and 'nec-yow’ or agreeable] were primarily northern expressions.
Fri 4%
o L—
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Mest though it is, Fischer's argoment presents rwo problems.
First, with the exception of the final wave of immagrants from the
Scottish borders and Ulsier, hwﬂ:hdpmddmhnd
immigrants was nothing kike as uaitorm as Fischer implies. The
Puritsn movement may have had its base in Bast Anglia = snd this
mmmhmwﬁmwmm
nammes ko chusetrs snd C cut — but s followers came
from every cormer of England, The Muyfower manifest abone
shows pessemgers hailing from Yiorkshire, Devon, Lincolnshire,
Mlﬁmrnﬂuwmﬂmmm

fram

Wacshi s forehears emigrazed o America from Nordwmheia

and im Virginia, Berjamin Franklin's came from a oown juita

dozen miles away, but settled in Boston. Throughoat the colosdal
came from all over and sereled all over, And omce

Abeander Hasnilvon from the Wesr Indies 1o Mew Yok,
The second problem with Fischer's thesis is that many <om-
remporany accounts do not bear it out. Sarprise at che nniformity of
Amenican speech is found again and again in beners and joarnals
throiaghout the exghteenth cemmary asd into the nimeteeth. In 1770
owe William Eddis found it a canse of der thar ‘the language of
the mmediare descendant of such & promiscosas anceRry s
perfectly uniform and unsdulberased; nor has it borrnowed any
provincial, or national accent, from s Brivish or foreign
parentage.”" Another ohserver seaved flaty: “There s mo dialeot in
all Maorth America.”™ John Pickering, president of the American
Academy of A and Soenors and arguably the leading auchaority
on Amencan speech of his day, teought Amenica was marked por
by thee variety of it speech but by it contistency. Ome could find a
greater differemce in dialeor berween one county and anogher in
Beritamn than there is beraccen one stste and anather in Americs’, bhe
comtended, and attributed this to “the frequent removal of people
from one pert of our counory oo another”. He cired his own New
Jeriey a1 a particular example: ‘People from ll the ather saes are
constantly maving imto and out of this stace so thar deere is lirtle
peculiaricy of manner."™
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This isn"t to say that there weren 't distinctive reghonal vanetes of
speech in Amenica by e time of the Revolution, merely thar they
mmmh:ﬁ-nﬁmuﬂ,ﬂidquqrﬂmﬁﬂew
generalization 43 we mighs somenmes be led oo believe,

Even bess certain is the question of the degree to which American
speech had by 1776 become noticeably different from that of
Beritain. Flexmer stabes that at least as early as 1720 Amenicans wert
aware chat their lenguage “differed sericusly’ from thar of
Engiand.?” In 1756, Samuel Johnson referred withaut hesitation to
an *American dialect’, and a popular American play of the day, Tie
Politician Ohe-Wirted, nstructed the actors 10 render Brivish
spoech 41 effeminate oo, siggesting char differences in
cadence and resonance, if not necessarily of pronunciation, were
already evident. On the other hand, Krapp noves thar visitors m
Boston at the time of the Revolution commanly remarked that the
accent of the people thece was almost indistinguishable from the
English of England. ™

Wheat i certain is that Brivoms and Americans alike soundsd
quite different from Britons and Americans of today, and in a
multitude of ways. Both would have dropped the w soand in
bachward, Edward and somewbar, bt preserved it in sord, They
would net have promounced the ¢ in verdics or predict or the | in
pearlt, finalt and soldier. Words like awehor and satbes would have
been pronounced with a hard £, as in orator, or even somenmes a d.
Fﬂhmfn.rnmwunhm spelled ‘fadams.” Banguet would
have been . Balcomy oh d with Belomey
(Byron would soon rhyme it with Grr:rrw:l Barrape was

‘hair-idge’ and apparently remained so propounced
up tia the mme of Workd War | Wards that we pow pronoance wich
an interior ~ew sound frequently lacked it then, so thar mute, and
woliere would have been *moot’ and *voloom’. Vowel sounds m
general were misch less sevtbed and specific. Combinations thar ane
now enuncisted were then glossed over, so that many speakers said
‘partickly” (or *pubsickly’} for particalarly, ‘actilly” tor actuslly,
‘poplar’ for populer and 5o on.

Eighteenth-century users had a greater choice of contractions
than mow: as well as can't, don's, isn't and so on, there was 't
(pometimes hai'r) for *have not’ and @ 'r foc *are voe” and "am not,
Aw's, first recorded in 1723 n print in America though probably
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clder, evolved in rwo directions, Rhymed with ‘taumt,’ it ook on
the spelling aren't (the r being silent, as it still is in British Englsh).
Rhynsed with ‘taine,’ it took on the spelling am™, There was
naching imcrinsically saperior in one form or the other, buc crincs
gradually developed a dissaste for aim e, By the nineteenth century it
was widely, if umressonably, mwﬂvmhammmlm
which it shows no sign of advandng.

Contermporary  writings, pamnﬁrlr by the indifferently

educated, offer pood cloes as o prenuncanon, Paul Revere wrote
‘wr’ [hr,yﬂ, ‘imeaditly’ and ‘pricie’ and referred 5o blankes as
being ‘woren out”. Elsewhere we can find ‘libity’ for diferdy,
‘patchis’ for prrchasy, ‘ort’ for omghr,™ “weamin® for womes,
“thirough' for thros, * rnuf fior sarare,** “keer* bor cove, ‘par’ for
fust; ‘ole’ for ald, *pizen’ for podsom, ‘darter’ (or even *dafier’) for
M‘kr. “Chaw' for chew, ‘varmint’ for vermr, *stomp” for
stamip, “heist’ for bodst, ‘rile’ for roidl, hoss” for borse, and “tetchy”
for powchy were commondy, if not imvariably, heard among
educared speakers on borh sides of the Arlanric. All of this suggest
thas if we wished to find 3 modern-day model for British and
American speech of the late sighteenth cennary, we could probably
o no betver than Yosemite Sam,

T chis day it cemains a comameomplace in Eagland char American
English is & corrupred torm of Eritish speech, thar the inhabicans of
the Mew Warld lﬁpaifl kend dlﬂplm.&.mni: “want of
refinement’ {in the words of Frances Trollope) every time they open
their mouths and amempr w isue sownds. b face, in several
significans ways it is Brinish speech thar has become corrapred = or,
mpm:.lrﬂ:u reactionary terms, has quistly evolved. 'ﬂuiﬂulmq'
o pronounce fertife, mabile and other such words as if spelled
‘fertle’ and 'mobde’, to give a d sound 1o bower, grovel and Corentry
rather than the ded o of bot, 1w pr ce schedile with an
imitial sk- ratber than a gk, all uﬂﬂ:r!mlhrprechpuvem up o
the close of the :lduucnlh cemfury.® Even the feature that
mmdﬂpmuwhm&mh&:&w&d’uﬁe
practice of saying “baheh', “caha't’ and ‘banahna® for bark, can'r

* oy o soures, no mone thas g smdescy. Many Amencans vhpme grovel wel
monyef, ancd o uf thers nay mencantily, infantile ard sele in sntradiction of she umal
I
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and bawang, appears w0 have been unknown among educared
British speakers at the time of the American Revolunon. Pronun-
ciation guides until as late 35 1800 give no hint of the exisrence of
such a pronunciation in British speech, although there is some
evidence o that it was used by London's cockneys (which
would make it one of the few instances in modern linguistics in
which 2 manner of umerance wavelled upward from the lower
classes). Mot only did English speakers of the day, Britons and
Americans alike, say bath and path with a Aat & but even
apparently such words as pasert, bardly, palm and father. Two
incidental relics of this old pattern of pronunciation are the general
American pronunciation of awrt (i, "ancy and sasey, which is
simply how people onee said sawey.

s the surmmer of § 776, when it eccurred to the delegates assembled
in Philadeiphea thar they needed a docoment oo spell our the
grounds of their dissatisfaction with Britain, the task was handed
o Thomas Jefferson. To us, be scems the obvious choice. He was

naL

In 1776 Thomas Jefferson was a fairly obscure figure, even in his
own Virginia., Aged just thircy-three, he was the second youngest of
the delegates and one of the least expenienced, The secomd
Continental Congress was in fact his first exposure to a wider
world of affairs beyond those of his native colony. He had not been
dclected to amtend the first Continental Congress and should not
have been at the second. He was called only as a Lave replacement
for Peyton Randolph, who had been summoned home to Virginia.
Jetferson's reputation rested almose entirely on his Summary Vien
of the Rights of British America written rwo years earlier, A rather
aggressive and youthfully impudent essay adwising the British on
how they cughe 1o conducr themselves in their principal overseas
possession, it had gained him some amention 85 3 writer. To his
fellow Virginia delegates he was known as 2 dilerramte (3 word that
did mot yet have any peporative overtones; taken from the ltalian
dileptare, it mmply deseribed one who found pheasure in dee
richness of human possibility) and admired for the breadth of his
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reading in an age when thar traly meant something. (He was adepe
at seven languages.}

By mo mesns, however, did he have what we might cail 2 national
standing. Mor did he display any evidemce of desining one. He
showed a dissinet lack of keenness to ger ro Philadelphia, dawdling
en route o shop for books and to buy a horse, and once there he
said almost noching. ‘Dhering the whole rime | sag witk him § never
heard ham weer three sentemces mogether,’ John Adams laser
masrvelled. Moreover, he went home to Wirginia in December 1775,
in the midst of debates, and did not reriern for nearly fve months,
Had he beotn able, he would gladly have abamdoned the Congress
alogether, hm-mgt:#ahm;o[ht)ndummufmm
w someons el in onder to take pan in drawing up 3 new
comsTination FurVrnlmnﬁmﬂurmmdnwtohhun”

Nnne'll'nehn bﬂﬂuuhr:hwdl'plnﬂmlﬂﬂyfnc

150, :|r|]lu|'||'rL"J w"s wiords, e was one of Bve men chosen
mhﬁlhb{:tﬁanmﬂllm — John Adams, Benjamin
Frankdin, Roger Sherman and Roben B, Livingston were the others
—and!hhlﬁu-m.mim-ufFh:mnunidﬁmdhimmmupwithl
mﬁg&;h.m“qqulkﬁmnuwin,wu*ln:mhdm
new principles, or new arguments, never before thoughe of, mot
merely to say things which had never been said before; but 6o place
before mankend the comemon sense of the subject, in nerms so plam
and firm 33 to command their assent” ™

But of course the Declaranon of In is much moge
tham that. As Garry Wills has writeen, irstands as ‘perhaps the only
piece of practical politics that is abso theorenical politics and also
great literanere’. ¥ Consider the opening santence:

When in the Course of human everas, i beoomes necessary
M#Mmﬂdﬂhnﬂulmmm
commected them with another, and o sssume, smong, the
promers of the earth, the and equal satos to which
ﬂwhwdﬂmﬂ: and of l’;"mw'l_ﬁd nﬂm
decent pespeat 1o the opinions of mankind requires
should declare the causes which impel them 1o the
sEpEraion,
In-a single sentence, m clear, smple language that anyone can
Iﬁuﬂnd.jtfﬁmnhumn]rmpujiuddupiﬂmmﬁ
b 1:]
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what is to follow, bur ser in motion a cadence thar gradually
becomes hypnotic. You can read the preamble to the Declarasion of
Independence for its hythms abone. As Stephen E. Lucas notes, it
capoures in just zoz words “what it rook John Locke thousands of
words oo explam in his Second Treatse of Government. In its
ability to compress complex ideas into a briel, clear statement, the
preamble is a paradigm of eighreenth century prose sevle, ™

What a5 bess well known is that the words are nor entrely
Jefferson’s. George Mason's recenddy published draft of the
Virginia Deeclaration of Rights provided what might mose
charitably be called liberal inspiration. Consider perhaps the maost
famous line in the Declaration:

We hold these wruths o be seli-evident, that all men are
creared equal, dhar they are emdowed by therr Creator wich
certain unalienable Righes, thar among chese ane Life,
Liberry and the pursmis of happiness.”

Compare that with Mason's Virgimie Declaration:

All men are born equally free and independent, and bave
certain inboremt natural righte, of which . . | they canmot, by
any compact, deprive or divest their poserity; among which
ml}tmmh:mufﬁ‘cndhbﬂr_r H:!rhl:mn::
scquiring and possessing  properry, and puniuing a
ohtaineng happines and salory

*Pursuit of happiness’ may be argued 1o be 2 succiner improvement
over "pursuing and obraining happiness and safery”, bur even that
compelling phrase wasn't onginal with Jefferson. ‘Porsuir of
happiness” had been coined by John Locke almost a cenmury before
and had appeared frequently in p-:lHri:aJ wrir'nﬁ EVEr SinCE.,

Mor are the words in that famous, inspiring semtence the ones
that Jefferson penned. His oniginal version shows considerably less
grace and rather more verbosity:

Wehold these trushs eo be sacred & undeniabie; char all men
mm-m-d :t:i‘:nd independsnt, thar from thar equal

rughts isherest and malsemable, among
whﬁmhpﬂv:mﬂﬁh&lﬁﬂi}.&ﬁepﬂ:ﬁtd
happiness.*!
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The sentene ook on i3 final resomance only after it had been
through the hands of the Commitree of Five and rhen subjected o
active debate i Congress irself. Congress ded nor hesitare o abrer
Jefierson's painstakingly crafied words. A it ordered
du:qnnmrnr@r:“mll hhds;:nﬂumdgm.mhﬂ
of the tomal, and added 146, Az with most weisers who have been

sushjected oo the editing process, Jeffersan chought the final vex
imberiar to his original, and, like mest writers, he was

unimprovable - motably the opening paragraph - and excised
mnuch that way irnclevam or omose,

Though now one of the most famous passages in English
rolnnipm , the preamble anracred far bess artention then than
ater. At the time the listing of grievances against the king, which
rekes up some S0 per cent of the entire e of the Declararion, was
far maore dartng and arvesting,

The pwenty-seven charges agaimst the king were mosdy —
sometimes tecklessly — overstated, Charge four, for instance,
accused him of compelling colonial assemblies to meer in hocales
that were “anisual, sncomicmable and destant . .. for the sobe
purpase of them into compli wl'rbhu. " In
[t im ondy dhree of the chimesn caloai hlies ever

wmnrdmmufﬁnnnhappmdmodym
occagion each, Omly Massachuserts saffered o for an exeended
period and there the assembly was maved jast bour miles 1o
Cambridge = hardly an odious imposition,

Ch'mrmdﬂ'du.lpml “He bas erected a3 mulotode of Mew
{Hifices, and sent hicher swanms of Officers to harasss our people,
amd eat out their substance.” In fagt, the swarms numbered no more
than about fifry, and much of their activity, sich as mrying w sop
smaggling (an activity which, incidentally, had helped to make
Jobin Hancock one of rhe mdvesr men in Mew Emgland), was
Iegatimase by amy standards, ™

I Britzin, the Declaration was recerved by many a5 arranr
hogwash. The Gentleman's Magasine mocked the assertion that all
men are created equal. ‘I what are chey created equal?' it asked. *Is
i in siee, serempth, understanding, fgure, moral ar civil accomp-
lishments, or siruation of life? Every plough-man knows thart they

L
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Engplish: 'Excepr for Samuel Jolnson, no ome i 1776, oa sither side
of the #:t.mmsln-'m&ubnmhumdudm

This is almost certainly overstating mamers, Alibough Thomas
Jeffersom did have sonse spelling guirks — among many others, he
persistenely sddressed his leteers o *Doctr. Frankdyn® when he muse
wdyhv:mﬂnd&uhpﬁdbﬂw:pdbdlism
onherwise”” = 10 suggest that he or sny caher accomplished wriser
U'fi'lll-l#“‘l'lﬁl'-lhﬂ'wﬂhhﬂ splellmgduuhm:nmm Ta
begin with, such a li=d comceir thac
n'ﬂunﬂdllhl;mﬁjmrndwmhnlmnwlmﬂlﬁu
flr.ﬁurlllm rnlw:lldmllrmuﬂlnc Diighton sndertook

task of comparing the speflings of every word in
h:hﬁ;nmﬂmmwimdtalmwtmm
fewer than 1,770 common wards in modern English im which there
i o general sgresment on the preferved spelling. The Ruwdoos
Houze Dictiomary, to take one example, grves mmuendas as the
pp*rped plaral of inmuends, the American Hesitage oprs for
ramuemdors, Webster's Naw World prefers inmusdoes bat ecog-
nizes inmuendos, and Webster's Seventh gives equal merit 1o both,
The dicionaries are equally — we might fairly say hopelesshy - splic
on whether to wilte discuinble or discussable, epeapener, oy
apener ar eye-apener, dumfound or dumbfoured, gladindus (Tor the

champsne of orhographic uscertaincy appears 1o be pamatels,
which can also pass muster as panaeils, pamétrla or panetella.)
The principal difference berween inegular spellings sow and in
Jefferson's day is thar m Jeffersan’s day the number was very much
Iu#r--ml.eumln?au would expect in am age that was owdy just
d with dicriomaries. Just a5 we seldom moos
ﬁm:mﬂlrwhmwﬁuﬂrdurm
wﬁtﬂuwﬁm ﬂifu-rohg m:imjﬂmﬁr‘;i’:

wa ink it singular that we tven maoticed
That is nofwm- ﬁl::p-lll'-rgﬁanru-dmmn!uupmdm
id In face, the opposice & true.

peeriod was:
Thtatm-dﬂmhﬂwl:wmmndhﬂlutmmrm—
Jetterson, Adams, John [ay, Bengamin Franklin, fohs Watherspoon
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are no creared equal in any of these. All men, it is true, are equally
aﬂmihlﬂuthﬂilmlh:wpnu?hmtﬁulrkmm
ulifﬂwﬂ.mzriﬂm!}muh!mnmbeh.'”'l'!:mjnﬂ:ewnurol'ﬂiﬂ
passage appears to have had pechaps one glas of Madeira wo
many at lunch, there was something in his argument. Mo one in
America truly believed thar all men were creared equal. Samuel
Jobnson touched on the incontestable hypocrisy of the American
position when he asked, “How is i thas we hear the loudest yelps
for liberty amang the dervers of Megroes?**

Jefferion's draft of the Declaration contains several spellings and
usages that dirike us today — and indeed appear o have struck at
leas some of his comemporaries - as irregular. For ome thing,
Jefierson always wrote a's for the possessive form of 1, & practice
that looks decidedly illiverare coday. In fact, there was some bogee to
it. As a possessive form, the angument wént, d required an
apostrophe in precisely the same way as did words Hioe children’s or
mer's, Oibvers contended, however, that in certain common words
like owrs and yours it was castomary 10 dispense with che
apostrophe, and thac its belonged in this camp, By abowr 1815, the
non-aposrophises had their way almost everywhere, burin 1776 iv
was a:_rpoin:.mdwwwm Jefterson clearly did mor

Jefterson also favoured some umusual spellings, nocably mdepen-
Aot |:lﬂ'|.||:|: Thomas Paire likewise pufmcﬁ'l rarmert and
wnacknoleged, all of which were subsequently changed in the
published version 1o their more convennonal forms. He veered
with apparent indecisiveness berween the two forms for the
singular third person present indicative of have, sometimes using
&Hmmf':m}n&s}mn'}mdmﬁmﬂumm
maodern bas "He has kept among us .. ). Two forther ortho-
graphic uncertainties of the age are reflected in Jefferson’s text -
wleﬁumwmwmmnm&lﬂgbmrludw&!rm
ase -iae of -rge in words like ".._ Jet; Was i
on both counes.

Much is sometimes made of the irregularity of spelling amang

weiters of English on the esghbeenth century. Moning that Adam
m:wmqumjnumwmmm

&

commplere
mdmndm ﬂaﬂdml}mgnmm nfﬂmﬁm
bE

A "Democratical Phrenzy': America in the Age of Revoltion
{Brst president of Prnoston University and the first authority on
American English} —who constantly displayed a passionane imeresy
in language and its consistent, careful application. They argued at
h‘?l:h i wheether ﬂw Dedlraqun lhwld uie mdependent or

I 1! whrﬂ'l:r the pnnap:|
nouns were 10 be nwmmd a5 Franklin wished or presemied
boweer case as Jefferson desired (and as was the rather racy new
fashion among the younger set].* Anything o do with language
exercised themr interest greatly — we might almost say dispropar-
L'innn.rd‘y. ]m a month atter the mrup|n'io|1 of the Dedaration of
Independencs, ar a fime when the deleganes maight have been
expected 1o occupy themselves with more pressing comcerns = like
how they were goang to win the war and escape hanging — Congress
quite extraordinarily found time to debate the business of 2 mono
for the new nation. [Their choice, E Pluribus Unrr, “One From
Blamy’, was raken from, of all places, a recipe for salad in an early
poem by Virgil.] Four years later, while the war sill raged, John
Adams was wrging Congress to esrablish an American Academy
along the lines of the Académie frangaise with the express purpose
of establishing national standards of usage. To suggest thar these
men showed 'not much concern’ I:\ormzbber;qfus.ist amd !]Hlll.l'l.!l.!
o misread them umerly,

Whete there was evident uncertainey was in what to call the new
naton. The Declaration referred im a single sentence 1o “the united
States of America’ and ‘these United Colonies’. The first adopted
form of the Declaration was given the ride *A Declaration by the
Represendatives of the United Svares of America, in General
Congress Assembled”, though this was improved in the final
published version to the rather more robust and assertive “The
Unanimous Declaration of the Thirreen United States of America’.
{lt wasn’t in Eact unanimous a all. Ag least & quarter of the
delep'hqwmzpin:tit,bnrrnﬁngw“mbrdﬂe‘;ﬁonndm
than by ndividuals, and cach delegation carried a majoricy in
Eawour.) It was che fiest time the country had been officially
designated the Undeed States of Amenica, though in fact untl 1778
the formal title was the United States of Momh America.™ Even

s b '-““-* d d Gind Mo were
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lmmm'uﬂwumhﬁm;ﬂ:,qlfm
emphaszs that it was merely descriptive, and the country was
variously referred o throughout the war as ‘the colonies’, “the
unired Colomies', the ‘United Colomies of America’ or “the United
Colorin of Morth Ammerbea”. [The last two are the forms under
"which officers were commassioned inmo the army.)

Thar the signing of the Declaration of Independemer is cebebrated
on 4 July is one of American hissory's more singular mistakoes,
America did net declare independence on 4 July 1776, Thar had
hppqad'm days earlier, wiven the proposal was adopred. The
priceedings an 4 July were a mene farmaliey endorssng the form of
words rhar were to be used oo announce rhis breach. Most people
bl rvo divubet theat 2 Jualy weas the day thar would ring through the
ages. 'The secoad day of July, 1776 will be cthe most memorahle
Epocha in the Histary of Amenca,” John Adams wrote to his wile
Abigail on g July. Sul]lusl-uritnadmmu,udmdtﬂr
except by the presid D‘d’l!puﬂ John Hamcodk, and the
secrerary, Charles Thomson, * [rwas nat signed on 4 July becawse it
had first to be transcribed on to parchment. The official sgning
didn’s bepgin uanl & Augase and wasn'e concluded unnil 1781 when
Thomas McKean of Delaware, the last of the fby-six signasories,
Fnally put has name 1o i Soch was the lear of reprisal that the
names of the signers mwuhmd umml Januwary 77y, s
muonths after the Declaration’s

Equﬂh' mastaken is the idea that che adnpmnollhe Dreclaration

of Independence was announced to a breathdess Fhiladelphia on 4
,h.llyl:f:henﬂjluaflhlﬂ:mrlﬂ!. For one thing, the
Dieclaration was noc read out im Philadelphia until 8 July, and there
8 mix record of any bells being rong, Indeed, though che Liberry Bell
was there, it was not so called until 1847 when the whale inspiring
episode wias cecounted in a book rided Washwagion end His
Cgmermls, wromen by ome George Lippard, wbwprrrinm]i.rulrr
effores had been confined almost exclusively to producing mildly
pomagraphic novels,* He made the whole thing up.

John Dunlap, a FPhiladelphia printer, hastily ran off an

* Theugh John Hanmch became immedasly Bmeou for bis cockily oariar
sigrastare on. fhe Daeclarition, the exprosen. Pot yout Hasoonh bere’ Iurl
wigrastwer didn’s appasendy occur to anpane ustl §pg

i
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apparently unknown number of copies. [Unsil recendly only
twenty-four were thought to have survived — two in private hands
and the rest lodged with instirutions. But in 1992 a shopper at a flea
macker in Philadelphia found a copy folded into the back of &
picrare frame, apparently as padding. It was estimared w be worth
up o3 million.} Dunlap’s version was dazed 4 July and ic was this,
evidently, that persuaded the nation to make thar the day of
reveley. The mext year, at any rate, the great event was being
celebrazed on the foarth, and 80 it has seayed ever since. It was
celebrated *with Pomp and Parsde, with Shews, Games, Sports,
Guns, Bells, Bonfires, and Hlaminations from one End of thas
Continent 10 the gaher’, in John Adams's words, The firss
anaiversary saw the entrance of a new word into the Llanguage:
firaworks, Fireworks themselves weren't new, bar previously they
had been called rockers.

America wasn't yet a nation, but more a beose confederarion of
thirteen independens sovereignaies = what the Arides of Con-
federation would later call *a frm keague of friendship’. True
nationhaod would have o wait a further tw:lmpeﬁ.lmu.un!hlﬂ:
years for the adopsion of the Constitution. Before we rum to that
umeaty period, however, let us pause for a moment to consider the
fate of poar Tom Paeme, the man who set the whole process of
revalution in motion,

Despite the buge success of Cosroron Sense, the publicarion
broughe him no official position. By the end of r7ed, he was 2
common foor soldier, Afrer the war, Paine travelled wo France,
where he performed a similar carzlytic role in the pevolution there
with his pamphler The Rights of Man before falling foul of the
erraric Robespicrre, wha had him clapped into prison for dasing 1o
suggess a merciful exide for King Louls XY {oa the grounds that
Louis had supported the American rebels). Unappreciated in
.Fr.:'n-t‘.:m.dapir.i:hi.n hiltmumu.n:ry.hemh:rrhpdm_ﬁ,nw‘iuuﬂ
sank almost at once indo derelicion andnbﬂnriq-.

Mot long before he died, an odd friend found Paine in a tavern in
New Rochelle, Mew Yoark, unconscions, dressed in acrers, and
bearing “the most desagreeable smell possable’. The fnend haaled
hem o a tub of hoe, soapy water and serubbed him from head o
foat three times before the odowr was pacified. His nails had not
been cut for years. Soon afterwards, this great man, who bad once

L
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dined with the likes of Washington, Jay and Jefferson, who had
been a central figure in the two great revolutions of the modem age,
dicd broken and forgotten. William Cobbetr, the essayist, stole his
bones and took them back to Eagland with him, but likewise died
before he could find a suitable resting-place for them. And so the
remains of one of the great polemicists of his or any other age were
unceremoniously carted off by a rag-and-bone merchant and
vanished for ever. |
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It began with a dispute between oyster fishermen.

In 1632 Charles I placed the border berween Virginia and
Maryland not in the middle of the Potomac River, as was normal
practice, but instead gave his chum Lord Baltimore the whole of the
river up to the Virginia bank, to the dismay and frustration of
Virginia fishermen who were thus deprived of cheir right to gather
the river's delicious and lucrative bivalves. Over time, the dispute
spread to Peansylvania and Delaware, led 1o occasional skirmishes
known collectively and somewhat grandly as the Oyster War, and
eventually resulted in the calling of a gathering to try to sort out this
and other marters involving trade and intrastate affairs.

Thus in May 1787 representatives from all over America began 1o
assemble at the old State House in Philadelphia in what would come
o be known as the Constirutional Convention. Though America had
declared its independence eleven years earlier, it was not yet in any
real sense a nation, but rather an uneasy alliance of stares bound by a
docoment known formally as the Artcles of Confederarion and
Perperual Union. Enacted in 1781, the Amicles had established a
cenitral government of sorts, but had left it subordinate to the states
and embarrassingly lacking in clout. In consequence, as the historian
Charles L. Mee, jun., has putit, in 1787 the government of the United
Seates “could not reliably levy taxes, could not ensure thar its laws
would be obeyed, could not repay its debrs, could not ensure that it
would honour its treary obligations. It was not clear, in fact, that it
could be called a government at all.”'
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Made in America

ﬁm“mﬂnuﬁﬁrwﬂmhfmrmm
*mmmﬂumqmwmr
#Mdm;mlﬂﬁmmdwmdurmn,
ﬁmﬂu&luu&dm.wlluuhmm\'uﬁnin
wdﬂimbnrdﬂlrdmmmofﬂlﬁ?m
Wuﬁfﬁonﬂ crures thar it insisted on having s
m‘.mmmdm Gereat Lakes, [Ii'mhlreﬂ:fwu-d:mdwhy
w,ﬁmnbﬂﬁuuknmdmptwugamm~
westtrn end oo give it an odd wmbilicus v Lake Exie, that is why.}
New York bickered over parches of land with linke Rbods lsland,
.'dvmtwuldrﬂtmmdmhmﬁewmm
M&dngmﬂdmhmmmsnhinﬂwﬂhlm
me&hﬁ:ﬁ:dc«&&ndmﬂwdm;
vt powertul central governmens: in 8 word, a constitation.
ithout i, Americacould never hope to be & nation. As Page Smith
H”ﬁ:“mm-nllﬁmhduutuddkpu-ibﬂhrp,mm
reality, of & mew nation. [7 is the Conestizution that for all pracrical
s synonymous with our aatrenbood. ™

, there were problems. To begin with, the debegates hasd

iy aushoriny to form a comstitation. AFEENMENT WS 00
M*Mﬂnfmnumm.mh
why it wasn'r called the Constinwional Convention until after-

|} Then, too, the scale of the American comtnent and the
&M#hmmﬁdm:nﬁmmrhﬁdmﬂm@
upification. With 1,500 miles of coastline and a vast inlasd
mmwudﬂrwﬂﬁewmi&r
otk = 1en rimes langer than any previcns federagion in hissory -
’d#ﬁwmhm“lﬁlnﬂpﬁﬁdm
perween e states presented soemingly insurmountable obstacles
mﬁhammﬂ.pﬂrpm]lmmdmmm
Mww.wmlummmmm

#Mﬂfﬂudnn'tpﬂiﬁdm.ﬁh}em{rwutwwﬂh :

entitled 00 8 meze ane-nmesisth, Listle staes chiss feared big ones.
Shw'ﬂmmh"d ingg etanes, Exspern saces
_ﬁﬁudbﬁdmmm»#r;mﬁ;:#mwd

i on their doorsteps, suspecting that ome WESTETH
ﬂm}dwﬂhhiﬂpﬂpﬂlﬁulﬂ&ﬂﬂ:ﬂm
find their destimy in the hands of rude fromtienmen in rassled
pckskins — an unchinkable prospect. All the states, lange and
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colonbes, His experiments with electricity, enfairly diminished in
the popular mind to inventing the lghtming rod and nearky killing
himseld by feolishly fying a kite in a thendersiogm, were among the
st exertimg, scentific achievements of the cighteenth centary and
mizde him ane of the celebrated scientsts of the day thowgh he was
never called a sciencist in his liferime, the word mot beng coimed
unbil 1R4a; in the 1700 schentian were natural philosaphers). The
erms he in the coarse of his experiments = battery,
AFvdtuTe, pasitive, nepative asd condenser, amang others” — show
thar he was a good deal more than a mildly gueizzical fellow wha
just wanced nﬂwhxwmldhpp:nlihmudﬁaﬁwimm
seorm chowds,

Franklin's life was one of relemiless indusry. He invented
countless useful abjects (which we shall descuss in a Later chapaer),
helped to fownd America’s first volunteer fire deparrment, its finst
fire insaramce company (the Hamd-in-Hand], one of Philadelphia®s
ferse libranies, Indﬁempﬁbdlfmwhltmuﬂﬁmﬂiﬂu
Philosophical Sociery for the Promation of Useful Kpowledge o be

_ Held at Philadelphia.* He created an ecermal licerary character, the

Richard of Foor Rickard's Almamack., illed che world with maxines
and bowi wiodi, correspanded endlesly with the leading minds of
Europe and Amenica, wirote essays on everything from how mo
select a mistress [rake an older woman) so bow o avold Banbence
(drink perfume], and in 1737 drew wp the first list of Amenican
shang perms for druskenmess. (He camse up wath $20.) He represen-
red America overseas with mtelligence snd skill and, of coarse, was
e dif the ghapers of both the Dedaration of Isdependence and the
Constitution. He dabbled in property speculation and ran a
printing business with holdings as tar afeld a5 Jamaica and
Antigua. He became the langest dealer in paper in the colonies and
made Poor Richard's Admanack such an indispensahle parr of
abmuost every American household that bt was for renty-fee years
the country's second best-selling publication (ke Bible was firsc).
Such was his commercial scamen that he was able 1o retice from
active busimess in 1748 aged just forty-two and devote himself to
gemtlemanly pursuits Nke polinics, scence and wrin

And im between all this he somebow masaged oo fnd timse — quite
a lon of time — 1o pursiee whar was his greatese, if beasy celehrated,
passion: nameky, trying fo roger pust aboiut any woman who passed
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small, had prowd, distmc histories, often going back nearly pwo
centuries, and were reloctant to relinquish even the smallest
measure of sutonomy o an umproven cencral authoeity. The
challenge of the Constitutional Comvention was nort ro give powers
1o the stares, but eo take powers away from them, and o do jtin a
way that they would find palamable.

Some states refused even to emtertain the noton. Rhode [sland,
wihsich bl declared independence from Britsin rwo momths befone the
rest of Amenica had, now refused 1o send delegares fo Philadelphia
Il.dr.lﬂ:ﬂ'ﬂkl'rd:cﬁnﬁdm'phi’ﬂeum'm u.ru'i]r.rpuli. Vermaont
likewise snabbed the convemtion and made it clear from the catser
thar it was disinclined vo abide by ies decisions. Onhers, like Maryland,
could barely find people willing o go. The first five men selecred 2
represenvtatives all declined 1o attend, and at the opening of the
convention the legislimare was solll wwying w0 find willing delegaces,
Mew Hampshire was prepared o send twn deleganes, bur refused m
underwrie their expenses and as a resalt had no represencanves arthe
convention for the first crucial weeks. Many delogates anended anlly
fichally, and px never came s all. Alvegether oaly abowr thirry of the
sixgy-one elecred delegates antended from srasy o Rnish,*

Fortunaeely, those who attended inchaded some of the most
wteady, reflective and ballkian meellects any young naton has ever
produced: Benjamin Frankln, Alexander Hamilon, James
Madeson, Roger Sherman, Gouverneur Mourris, John Dickinson,
Edmumd Randalph, and of course the regal, rocklike George
Washingron whose benign presence as president of the convention
bent the proceedings an auehority and respectability they could not
otherwise have expecred. Of the leading polirical figures of the day
only Thomas Jefferson and John Adams, boch abroad on seace
business, were aot there,

I mamy ways the most interssang of the delegares was Benjamin
Franklin. Aged eighry-one, he was coming to the end of his long life
— and m the view af many of his fellow delegares had long since
passed the useful pare of i Bur whart a ie o had been, One of
sevenieen children of 2 Boston soap and candle maker, be had lef
hame as a boy after receiving barely two years of schooling, and
established himself az a printer in Philadelphea. By dint of hard
work and seeady spplication ke hid made himsell into ane of the
maost respecred  think and Iehiest husin in the

&i

ikireg Nt
Irefere: biimn. This curious expression, pou may be surprised w leam,
appears o e an Americamism. The earliest reférence to it is From

i ~cemtury Vinginda, thoagh we have no idea mow which
hyperastive Roger inspired the serm or wivy ic faded from use in the
Mew World. We may as well have called i mo henjamirn, such was
the portly Franklins commitment 1o the pastme. From earliest
adubthood, Frankhn showed an unwavering inclmanon o engage
in “foalish Intrigses with low Women', as he himsel f sheepishly put
it.” Ome pach encowner resulted in an ilbegitimare son, William,
borm in 1730 or 1731 and raised in Franklin's house by his long-
suffering common-law wife, Deborah. Throaghout his long life
Franklin's dymamic libido was a mamer of wonder for his
contemporarics. The antist Charles Willson Peale, calling on the
great man in London, found him with 2 young woman om his knee"
-mxhﬂthﬂwndilueettm@mnri:mhhtma-lnd
ochers ¢ ly arrived for appoi 1o find him in fagrante
with a parlourmaid or other yielding creanare,

Dwaring his years n England he became close friends wath Sar
Francis Dashwood, who presided over a notorious den called the
Cwder of 5t Framcis, but mose popularly known 35 the Hellfire
Cluby, ar his coantry house at West Wycombe in Buckinghamshire,
Members rook part in black masses and other wildly blasphemous
ceremonies that nvariably colmimated in drunken orgies involving
pliant women garbed as nuns, In his quieter moments, Dashwood
wad joint postmadter general of Eagland and co-author with
Framklim of a revised version of the Book of Commges Prayer. Theee
is mo cemain evidence that Franklin wok par in these debauches,
b it would have beem a wrenching break with his characser had bhe
mt. Ir i cerrainly kmown chat he was a fratp!nL e 0 SAY EAgEr,
visitor to Dashwood's house and it wookd take o EETMETOUS STt
indeed to sappase that he vemured there repeatedly pust 1o discass
postal regulations and the semantic nuances of the Book of
Coomenron Prayer,

The eighteenth centary, it must be remembered, was a decidedly
carthy and frec-spirited age. Tt was & period dhar reemed
with indelicate bocutions = pisspor for a doctos, shifack for a
Maonconformise, groper for a blind person, fartcatcher for a
footman (becawse he followed behmd), mo name just four. Waords
and metaphors that would bring blushes 0 3 later age were wsed

L]
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without hesitation or embarrassment. Ax the Constinanonal Con-
vertion Elbridge Gerry would make a famous remark {curiously
absent from modern high school teobooks) in which be compared
a sanding army 9 an ereot pemis ~ ‘an excellent asurance of
domestic mn-ql.u]hl:r. bur a dangeeous mwudm [} forrl;n
adventare'® = and mo ome thought it Enape
kﬁmhwwﬁmhmklmh.udipeppudhu
almanacs with maxims that were, 00 modern cars, coarse wo the
paint of witlessness: "The greatest mosarch om the proudest throne
15 abliged 5o sit upon his own are'; ‘He thar lives upon bope, dies
farting’; ‘Relation without friendship, friendship withowr power,
power without will | _ . are not worth a fare.’

Ivis worth potieg thae few of his aphorisms, cokrse of otherwise,
were of his awn devising. Though a few cannos be rraced o earfier
somrces - for example, “An empty bag cannot stand upright’ and
‘Experience keeps 3 dear schood, yer foods will lesrm im no odher’ —
OS] Were withour hesimation or scruple from other
similar i of the day, such as James Howell's Lexicon

George Herbert's Outtandish Proverbs, and, especially,
Swift's Bickerstaff Papers. It was brom Swift that Franklin took the
drollrdnnf mh:hﬂmlmﬂfﬂmﬁﬁt
hiis leading competitor. ™ "Wy shoald [ give my

R.!m‘lﬂ'!bﬂdllﬂﬂ&fmrm when good ones of ather People's are
tn;phm'i he quaipped. ! (Mor did he hesioeee 1o make ap o for

his newspapers when the real news was thin and unarresting |

He did, st must be said, ofeen i on others’ maxims. He
ook the proverh ‘God reseoreth health and the physician hach the
thanks’, and made it into the pishier *God beals and the doctor
takes the fee’'t More often than not, however, he merely
embellished them with a reference to fandlence, inconsinence,
sexual mtercourse or some other fraily, His remark above abour
Eriendship withawt power being ‘not worth a fare” onginsced with
Thamas Fuller as the rather more prim ‘A good friend is my nearest
rchm.’hmﬁnluﬂ‘:‘hhﬂlhiehbqimn parley is half
gotten’ he made into “Weither a Fortress nor 2 Maidenbead will
 bold out long after they begin to parly."*?

Mo discussion of Franklin and bapasge would be complete
without a mention of his Proposal for @ Reformed Alphabet of

iy

L
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1768, Though much is somenimes made of Franklin's vnkering
with English spelling, and though he did offer occasional seate-
ments sympathetic to the cause of reform [namely, ‘if Amendments
are mever aoempred and things cominoe to grow worse and warse
they mustcome 1o be in s wrerched Condigion aglast"), i is norcleag
whether he regarded it as a serious artempe at orthographic reform
or merely as an amuosng way of witing mildly fliratioas letrers o a
[pretty Foang

Ccfumh there is no persuasive evidence thar he worked very
hard at the marer, The alphaber he came wp with i a clumsy,
ilbogical affair. It contained six additional levters, so it offered na
improvements in kerms of simplicity. Moreover, it was arbicrary,
whimsical, hopelessly bewildenng 1o the untutored, and routinely
resulved im spellings that were far longer and more complex than
thiase they were intended o replace, Under Frankbin's reforms, for
example, ‘changes” becsme ‘meendser” and ‘Chinese’ became
'Tmmﬁ first Imd::ﬂ‘: wﬂph:i:;e. -!lwd{‘u!j 20, |;r|£$,
is replece with spellings suggest Franklin either had a iar
sﬂl';.zlof pronunciation or, more likely, carelessly appleed 'mmm
pronunciation gpaide. According o his lesrer, bas would be
pronounded haze', mlpk would be “pee-peel’, and Richmiond
would be “Reechmund’.

Sovased are we o reganding Franklin as 2 eage and mentor than ic
can come as @ small shock to realize that he was not much
venerated in his awn day. John Adams, for one, detested him,'*
.ﬁ.ﬁ:rfml’]h'sdﬂd\h1?5m.m|iﬂhwuhi:lbqﬁ.lrﬂnl:d\:ﬁnt
edition of his collected writings did not appear untl rwenty-eight
years later. His Astobiograpby aroused less mterest still and did
Bot appear in an Amercan edition until 1H:—mry~ciy:t!em
afeer be died and long afer 5t had been published elsewbere."* At
the tiree of dhe Constirsnonal Convention Franklin was generally
teeld o be st best of no real acoount, st worse limle more thas 2
dodidering ald fool. His infrequenc praposals to the comvenrion —
that the President of the Unived States moc be paid a salary, thar each
session be staried with 2 prayer — were always roundly defeated.
{His prayer motion failed to carry not because the delegares were
ungodly but, as they patiently explamed to him, because they had
oty Fureds b0 pay a chaplain.)

Framklin was merely a visble, wheering reminder thar the
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business of America had passed in karge part to a new generation.
With the principal exception of the Eﬁrﬁvl:-m.r-old General
Washingron (who in any case didn't rake part in the debates), the
deleganes were srikingly youthful. Five were in their twenrits, and
maost of the rest were in their thirties or forties. James Madison
was  thirty<five, Alexander Hamiloon thirryawo.  South
Carchina's baby-faced Charles Pinckney was pust twenty-nine, bui
1o enhance his air of extreme yowthfulness he vociferously insisted
he was bultwuuyfmr”'l‘lnnddma:d least prepossessing
figure of all was perhaps the most importane: James Madison,
HModhing about the young Vieginian bespoke greamess. He was
almost ndiculously short — no more than *half a bar of soap” in the
waords of one contemposary - squeaky-voiced, and
mcaﬂyabsﬂadwdihsh?:ldhluthhszka:rmng
insellect and he tirelessly shunted between rival factions squeezing
and cajoling compromise out of often obdurare delegates. No one
else did more in that long, bot summer to make the Conssiration a
reality.

In mor quite four months these thirty or so men created 8
framework for government that has lasted ug o this day and was
like nothing seen before. From 15 May w 17 Seprember they
worked in session five hours # day, six days a week, and often for
long hours outside of that. It was, as Page Smith has pur it with
perhaps oo more than a blush of hyperbole, ‘the most remarkable
example of sustained Imllnuu:]d.mrsemhmu}'"'ltls
certainly no exaggeration to say that never before nor since has any

of Americans shown a more dazzling array of talent and
of preparedness. Madison's background reading included the
histories of Polybius, the oratons of Demosthenes, Plutarch’s
Lives, Forune Barthélemy de Felice's thirteen-volume Code dr
I"Humawité in the original French, and much, much elee. Alexander
Hamileon in a single speech bandied about references o the
Amphictyonic Councils of ancient Greece and the Delian Con-
federacy. These were men who keew their stuff.

And they were great enough to put aside their differences. ln the
space of a single uncomforzable summer they created the founda-
tions of American government: the legislanre, the presidency, the
courts, the system of checks and balances, the whole mincat:
framework of democracy — a legacy that i all the mooe arresting

&6
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when you consider that almost to a man they were against
democracy in anything like the modern sense.

For a time they actually comssdered creating a monarchy, albeit
ont dlected by the legislarare. 5o real did this prospect seem that a
rumour — quite without foundation — swept the colomies that the
posigion was to be offered to the Duke of York, George II's second
son. In facr, the whea of a monarch was quickly deemed incom-
paribie with a republic. Alexander Hamsloon suggeseed as an
alvernative a presidemt and senate elected for life from men of
properry, with absolute power over the stares.'” Edmund
Randalph preferred that the presadency be shared among theree
men, to give the executive office greater colbective wisdom and less
scope for despotism, sectionalum and corruption.™ (The prospect
of corruption worned them tily.) Almose all envisioned an
Amevica robed by 2 kind of informal arstocracy of propertied
gentlemen = men much like themselves, in facy. So distant from
cheir thinking was the idea of an open democracy that when James
Wilson of Pennsytvania moved thar the executive be chosem by
populsr vote, the delegates ‘were entirely dumblfounded’. In the
el they threw the marter of electing a President vo dhe staves,
creating an electoral college and leaving each state to deade
whether its collegial delegates would be chosen by the people or by
it

In a spirit of compromise, they decreed thar the House of
Representatives would be chosen by the prople, and the Senarne by
the staves, an arrangement that remaimed in force until 1912 when
semanors af last were popalary elected, In che mamer of the Vice-
Pressdency chey decided — unwisely with the benefit of hindsighs —
that the job should fall o whoever came second in the Presiden-
nial poll. It seemed the fair thing to do, but it failed 10 take into
account the distingr possibilicy chat the Vice-President might
represent & rival facrion o that of the President. In 180y the
practice was abandoned and the costom of electing 8 two-man
slate adopted.

When most of the rudiments were agreed, the delegates

appointed a Committee of Dhetail bo put their proposals oo paper.

Une of the committee members, John Rtledge, was an admirer of

the broguois, and recommended that the committes familiarize

iself with the meary of 1520 that had crested the lroguois
&7
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confederacy. It begins: “We, the people, o form a wnion. . . %!
These were of course essentially the very words they chose:

We.lh-lpm-phn-ﬁk Umined States, im Owder to Sorm a mare
perbect Unson, establish Jastsce, wsure domestic Tram-
quality, provide for the defence, prosmose the
gemeral Welfare, and secure the Blessangs of Liberry o
oursthves and our Possenity, do ordaia and eseablah this
Conscicurson for e Undred Soenes of Amenca.

After this ssmple statement of intent, there follow seven Articles, six
of which st out — sometimes skerchily, sometimes with fastidious
detail ~the mechanisms of government, with a seventh announcing
thar the docoment would take effect onoe in had been ratified by
mine siates. (A mumber not chosen lightly; the delegates thought it
doubtiul that more dhan nine staves would ranfy.)

Ar just twenty-five pages, the Constitution is o mode of
concision. (The state constitution of Oklaboma, by contrast, is
148 pages bong.}** On some mamers it was explicit and Forhright
= om the age and atizenship requirements for senators, representa-
tives and the Pressdent, and mose especially on the mater of
impeachment, The framers seemed cautious almoss ro the point of
paranoia about providing instructions for how o depose those
found o be disloyal or corrupt. However, on other mamers is was
curiously vague. There was Ao mention of a cabinet, for instance.
Ti mandated the serting up of a Supreme Coart, independent from
the other branches, but then rather ainly decreed that the rest of
the judiciary should consisr of *such imferior cowrts a3 the
Congress may from nime to fime ordain and establish’. Sometimes
this vagoeness was a consequence of owersight and sometimes of
an inability to armive gt 8 more specific compromise. Where it was
specthe, it almost always beft room for later change. ARer
decreeing that Congress shoubd assemble ar lease onoe a year,
beginning an the first Monday in December, it thoughtfully added
‘wnidess they shall by law appoine 3 different day’. The upshot is
thar the Constitution is an extraordinanly adaptable set of ground
rales.

In terms of its composition, surprisingly few oddicies of spelling
and syntax stand out. Theee words are spelled in the Brinsh seyle,

1
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bebariour, Libour and defence, but not tranguillity, which even in
w7y wubﬁngp.m a single [ in America. Only once is there an
inconsistency of spelling — empeachments in one patagraph and
mm#mgnrm &:e nut—andonl}'mmzrwmdsmq:e{hd
contains & doubl: superlative ('mone pﬂbm‘h which might mot
survive the editing process today, though it was unexceptionable
enpagh at the rime, The occasional sppearance of a discordane
amicle and moun combinavion [‘an wniform'), & rather moee
fastidious use of the subjunctive (‘before it become a Llaw’, 'if he
apprave e shall sign it'), the occasional capiralization of mouns
that would now be lower-cased (‘our Posterity], and the treating of
‘hie United States” a5 a plural {ir would remain so meated unal
about the time of the Civil War),* more or less exhaust the list of
dismncrions.

The Constitution ks more notable for what it does not inchude,
The words mation and matiora! appear nowhere in the document,
and ot by aceidemt or oversight. The delegates carefully replaced
the words wherever they appeared. They feared that matinemal
amacked of 4 system in which power was dangerously centralized,
They instead used the more neutral and less emotive fedieral,
derived from the Latin faes, ‘fainh’, and in che cightesmth cenrury
still carrying the sense of a relationship resting on truse, ™

The other pam of the Constirwtion with which we are most
Famillar, the ten amendments known as the Bill of Rights, came
later. They were not adopred until s7e1 (and in cthe case of
Massachusetts not until 150 years later, when it was discovered
thar sheir ratification had been accidentally overlooked), These
guarantess of basic freedoms were as radical and novel 35 anything
that preceded them —even mow Brivain has no bill of righes, but then
it has no written constitation either — but it is worth bearing in
mind that the framers often meant something quite different by
them. Consider the wording of the First Amendment: ‘Congress
shall make no law rupect.l.n; an establishment of religion, or
prahibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of

wc.h.wm‘dtrprm,urnllh:ﬁwmfrb:pmp{: ly
asgemble . . "* Mot in parvicular those first five words: "Congress
shall make no law ..." The founders were not crying mo free
L]
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House of Representatives could muster a quorum Inﬂmw
before the Senare could find enoagh willing participants to begin
productive wark, "

O of the first orders of business was whet to call the new Chief
Execative, The Cosstination bad referred o ‘vie President of the
Uﬂﬂhm‘,hlsﬂhﬁbﬂiﬁ:mlﬂdmﬂymﬁ
Washington's inauguraton and so stately the demeanour of the
mew office-holder as 1o encourage Congress oo consider a title with
a grander ring mo it. Among the suggestons were His Highness, His
Mightimess, His Magistracy, His Supremacy, and His Highmess the
President of the Untted States and Protsctor of their Lilertres, This
bast was the vitde very nearly chosen before the
renurned to shveir senses, and che onginal wording of the Consine-
tion, and settled for the respectful but republscan Presidest of the
Ulsdred Seates. Even so, Martha was often referred to as “Lady
Washingron”,

The Vice-Presidency seems m have caused no such difficalry,
thaugh some among the droller elements of Congress joked that the
frst incambent, the portly [obhn Adams, should be referred to a5
1_'&8 A

Rcrtui ety

Washingron was a firm believer in the digniry of his office. Visivars
were expected 1o remain standing im his presence and even his closess
(leadimg one to wonder of America had exchanged George 1 for
George [1. To be falr to Washingion, be had o eseablish from the
outser that a President should be rreated with ntmost respecr. In the
early days of his presidency people would actually wander in off the
street, b wish him ludk or ask how things were going. (Eventually, he
hat o a system wheneby twice 3 week he ser aside nme during which
any ‘respectably dressed person’ could come and see bim.) He was
acueely aweare char he ws semting parmerms of exeanive behaviour chac
would live beyond him. “There is scarcely any part of my conduwct
which may not hereafter be drawn ineo precedent,’ be wrote a tafle
gloomily. Afeer sitting through hours of Inconchasive debutes im the
Semane, he fed, musmering that he “would be damned" if he ever
subjected himself o such unprodscrive tedium again, and since that
| time no Amenican President has taken part i legislasive debares, a
striking departure from Brtish practce, thowgh there is noching inthe
Corstinston to forbid i

T
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America from soch resmmoions, but merely endesvouring o
ensure that marters n{cﬂmﬂﬁ)nﬂdpﬂwu]ibﬂquﬁm
the seares, ™ And ar the risk of exciting correspondence from the
Marional Rifle Association, che muwch v d right of the people
e keep and bear arma was never intended as a caree blanche,
semi- divine injunceion go invest in a privace arsenal for purposes
of sport and personal defemce, as the full sentence makes clear: “A
well regulared militia being necessary w the security of a fnee
Seare, the right of the people o keep and bear Arms shall noc be
infringed.” The framers had in mind orly the necessity of raising a
defence force ar short notice, 1f they did favour the idea of keeping
gans for shootng anemals and howschald mtruders, they never
said so.

Astonishingly, at the time of its adoption almost no one saw the
Constirution a8 8 grear documenar, Most of the deegases left
Fhiladelphia feeling thar they had created an agreement so riddled
with compromise a3 1o be valaeless — "3 weak and worthless fabne',
a8 Abexamder Hamilvon dispirinedly described . Samuel Adams,
]mmnm'#m:tﬂnwwmnllnppmﬂﬁhmnoih
comvention delegares o SR it among them George
Mazon, Elbridge Gerry and even two of the five men who had
wrirten it, Edmand Randolph and Oliver Elsworth. (Randolph
sonn showed mmmbmﬂuhqmﬂhmh]
accepting the post 25 the nation's firse thus
becoming the man most directly im charge of upholding the
document he had laely disawned,) Even its heartiest proponents
hoped for nomore than char the Constiruion might somehow hold
m:ﬁuﬁrnm wgether for 4 few years until someching beteer
could be devised, *

Mane che less, thie documsent was duly ravified, Washingron was
selecsed as the first President, and 4 March 1785 was chosen as the
day m begin the new government. Unformanately, only eight
senanars and thirteen representatives troubled o show up on the
first day. Amother rwenty-six days would have to pass before the

ble’ i wm udlulreﬂ.u'h
mﬂ.*mmmmnm h
split had ool recensly come mie labion.
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Omie of the more inaractable myths of chis period is char Congress
[o¢ the Constimwtional Convention itsell) considered adopting
German as the national langoage. The story has been repeated so
often, by so many respectable writers, that it has nearly attained the
stanus of received wisdom.® 5o let me say this clearly: it is whally
withowt foundation. In 1789, go per cent of America’s foar million
inhabitants were of English descent. The idea that they would in an
act of perulance impose on themselves 2 foreign rongue is clearly
risibile. The only known occasion on which German was ever an
ismuwe was in 1795 when the House of Representarives briefly
mﬂawlmpthhﬁderllhwsmﬁam as well as
in Emglish as a convenience to recent |l1l:||':rlnrs and the pmpnn]
s defeaed. ™ Indeed, a5 early as 1778, the Continentsl Congress
decreed that messages to foreign emissasies be issued ‘in the
language of the Linited Scares’ !

However, considerable chought was given in early Congresses 1o
the possibility of renaming the country. From rhe start, many
people recognized thar Umited States of Amrerica was unsatisfac.
tory. For one thing, it allowed of no convenient adjecrival form. &
ctizen would hawe to be either a Umited Statesian or some other
such clumsy locution, of an Aseerican, thereby arrogating w US
citizens & rile thar belonged equally ro rhe inhabitamts of some
three dozen other nations on mwo continents, Several alternarive
possibilities were considered = the United States of Columbia,
Appalackia, Alleghamis, and Freedomia or Fredowia (whose
denizens would be called Fredes) = bur mone found subficient
support to displace H'Epiﬂldlnghﬂl]

Umited States of Columiiia was a har unexpected choice,
since for most of the previows 150 yeans Christopher Columbus
had been virtually forgotten in Amenica, His Spanish asoaarions
had made him suspect vo the British, who preferred to see the plory

*;Hunhrm-hr'krﬁm “An early Coegress of the Unired Ssaies
vangpsished poboni oppreis, ﬂsﬂtmdbﬂ‘lhﬂ:hm-du As o iy
ﬂ-hw.rmhmwﬂhnﬂnmﬂuemmm il
manF = for Ancint Girerk, 2 the | v, and for & Rird Indzan

perhiaps M hhbﬂﬂinﬁm {Thy Aoy
Collrcgion, p. 17.]
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Mirkieg a Naitan
af Morth American discovery o te John Cabos. Mot antil afer che
Revolutionary War, when Americans began casting around far
heross unconnecred with the Brcish monarchy, was the name
Columbus resurrected, generally in the more elegant Larimized
form Colwmba, and his memory generously imbuwed with o spirirof
grit and independent forfirude thas wasn't alrogerher merited.

The semi-deification of Columbus began with a few references in
epic poems, bur soon communities and instingtions were falling
awer themselves o create mew namses in his honour., In 1784 King's
College in New York became Columbia College and rwo years
larer South Carolina chose Columbia 25 the name for its capital. In
1740 an American caprain on 8 ship named Colembia clamed a
wast tract of the north-west for the young country and dubbed in
Codibmibaa. (It later became the staves of Washingron, Osogon and
Idaha, though the original name kves on north of the barder in
British Columbia.) Jourials, dubs and instrutes (among them the
Columbian Institute for the Promotion of the Arts and Sciences,
berter known today as the Smithsonian Insritution® | were named
I‘ord'l:pﬂtﬂplw The song ‘Hail Columbia® dates from
1798

After this encouraging start, Colambus’s life was grven a kack
into the higher realms of myth by Washingron leving's ambirioaas, if
resplemdently inaccwrate, History of e Life and Vowages of
Chriglophber Columibag, which came owt in 1828 and was a
phenomenal best-scller o America, Europe and Lann América
!hmu,;h:u.tﬂ'l.r nincteenth cemfury.

Irwingg later wrote a life of Gearge Washingron that was juse as
successhyl and no less indebeed fo hes fictive powers. Bur it is Mason
Locks Weems = or Parson Weems as history knows ham = to whom
we mugt rurn for many of the most treasiered misconceptions aboat
the Father of the Country. His hugely sucoessful Life of George
Washegion: With Cauriows Anecdotes, Equally Horourable to
Himself and Exewplary to His Yossg Countrysmen, frst printed in

* B wa rridmiod the Smithwsir in o of o shadowy Eaghashman samed
James Smithson. The buiard son of o Duke of Beethumbecland, Smadhscn had
never been oo Amenca and had na known Smerican iriends or conneotioss, bur he
agresd o beave bin consideraible Fomme of L1000 o dhe ol e Uniied
Seaves il i would seme an mstinnon of leaming afer him.
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amd naively signed a document in which he apologized for dhe
‘assassinanon’ of the Frenchmen, thereby ourraging his own
masters. ™

Bux chere was abour him an unquestionable greamess. He was
brave, resolute and absolwrely mHup;iI:I:, Mo one gave more
wime or endured grester risks or hard;hips o secare Amenca's
independence and democracy, For eighr years he doggedly
prosecuted a war in which neither the Conginental Congress nor
the peaple gave him anything like the supporr his valour deserved.
Druring ome bong march across Mew Jersey, he watched in dismay as
his army evaporated from 30,000 men o barely 3,400, To add o
his problems, he aften discovered he was being served by trabors.
Benedice Amald is the best-known example, bur there were others,
such as Major General Charles Lee, whao while serving as one of
Tad'ii.rlgmn': :.l'rlﬂ-rl-r-u:n.mp was smhmg tupplying the
Eratish with advice on how o beat che Americans.™ It & no wonder
that Washington sometimes wept,

He genuinely and nobly wanted only what was best for his
couniry, Sich was the hysteria thar greeved his triumph over the
British that he could have had any tribute he cared o ask for = a
kingship, a lavish life » his own Blenheim Palace aon the
Potomac. He asked only 1o be allowed to renarm to a quier Jife ar
Bount Vernon. When elected President he requested Congress mot
o pay him a u.l.lry, bar anly e mesr his expenses = a pmiri:nn all
the mare honourable when youn ongider thar be was chromically
hard up., My estare for che lasr 11 venrs has not been able o make
bt ends meet,” he wrote in despair to his cousin shortly before
becoming President, and when he made the crip from Mount
Vernon o New York o be sworn in, he had vo barmow £ros o pay
his cosms”” (Financial hardship was a common problem for
Vitginia planters. Jefferson was so chromlcally pressed for money
thar in 1815 he sold his befoved privace library 0o Congress for a
miach needed 523,950, though he rather undid this achievement by
almost immediarely beginning to acquire another st &5 splendid,
By the time of his death, be was over $ 100,000 in debr, and mast of
the comtents of Momticelle had to be auctioned off.)

Congress refused 1o heed Washington's request and insisted he
take a salary of $24.000 a year. It abo did him the honowr of
albowmng him 1o choose the site of the nanon’s permanent capital —
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boak form in 1 80d, proved Weems o be not just a Beoonaleer of
rare gifts bur a consammare Rar.

Even for ihe time, the style of the book was more chan & linke
saccharine, Consider the well-known story of Washingron curting
down the cherry tree. We join the action ar the point where
&umihﬂmhsahdhm:fhm:hmh:m how

fruit tree has come o be horizontal, and the
h‘bd::tmhuhludnu;hthrrm‘nﬂﬂ:qmduwﬂmm

A can’s vell & lie, Pa; you know | cam’y vell 2 b, | did ot is
with my hazcher.
'H_»mymrwdn::dhr:'.#h{;:ﬂm

“nem B0 Arma; am [, Geoage, o
H‘rﬁ my trex; Bor o have pasd eee for it 3 thoussnd fold,
M:nﬂﬁhﬂmmnummﬁnt
thousand trees .

Weems of course made the whole thing up. Almost everything in
the baok beyond the bero®s namie and place of residence was made
up or lavishly embellished. Even the wde-page meluded a brazen
falschood. Weems advertised himself as the former “Rector of
Mount-Vernon Parish”. There was no such parish and never had
been. Mone the less, the work went through some twenty ediions
apd was the greatest seller of its age.

Washingron was in fact more flawed and human than Weems ar
many sabseguent chironiclers would have os believe. He was
mieady, remate and vain (he encouraged has fellow officers in the
Revolutionary War w address him as “Your Excellency’), he
proclivity o weep like a babe in public = for instance, when things
weren't going well during the Revolution or when parting from his
officers at the war’s concusion, He was mor a gifted malivary
commander, Far from being a hero of dhee French and Indian War,
a5 Weems and others have suggested, he scraally to provoke
it. In 1754, while an inexperienced lizutenan with the
Virginda Regrment, boee ded arw UNMECERRArY and mmﬂr irracional
attack on a party of Frenchman encamped in the Ohio valley,
killing ten of them. This and other such incidenrs 5o outraged the
French that they wenr to war with the British. To compound his
haplessness, Washingron shomby afeer was routed in bamle
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not so much out of altruism but more because it couldn’r decide on
a location ivself. At least forty sites had been considered and argued
over, from Germantown, Pennsylvania, to Kingston, New York,
before Washington was authorized to make his choice. He selected
a ten-mile square alongside the Potomac River’s head of naviga-
tion. (In 1846 Virginia reclaimed the portion on its side of the river,
which explains why the modern Washington has ruler-straight
boundaries an three sides but an irregular wriggle on the fourth.) In
1791 the city-to-be was named Washington; the 6,100-acre tract
within which it was situated was called the Ternitory of Columbia
{eventually of course changed to District of Columbia), thus neatly
enshrining in one place the two great mythic names of the age.

Two years later, Washington laid the cornerstone for the
Capitol, and in 1800 the city of Washington opened for business.
America was on its way.

41



By the Dawn’s Early Light:
Forging a National Identity

Bombardments in the early ninetzenth cenpury provided a spectacle
that must have been quite thrilling to anyone not on the receiving
end. The art of the matter was vo cut fuses to just the night length so
thar they would detonate ar or near the momenr of impace. In
practice, they went off all over the place. Hence the ‘bombs
bursting in air" of the American national anthem. As most people
know, the words to the anthem were inspired by the bombardment
of Fort McHenry in Baltimore Harbour during the War of 1812,
Francis Scotr Key, a young lawyer, had been sent to try to negodate
the releass of an American prisonet, and found himself detained
aboard a British man-of-war.

Through the night Eey watched as the British fleet ranged round
the harbour threw a colourful fusillade of explosives at the embarded
fort. When dawn broke and Key saw the Amernican flag soll flying,
tattered but defiant, he was sufficiently moved to dash off a poem. The
poem was frankly rerrible, but it bore an emotional impact casily
forgotten at this remove, Published under the tite ‘Defence of Fort
M Henry', and set 1o the decidedly funereal nune of an English song
called “To Anacreon in Heaven' (the beat has since been considerably
enlivened), it became a sensation. Soon almost everyone had
forgotten irs original tide and was calling it “The Star-Spangled
Banner', by which name it has beens known ever since.

The flag that Key saw flying over Fort McHenry had fifeeen stars
and fifteen siripes. In the carly years of independence, the custom
was to add a star and a stripe to the flag each time a state joined the
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Union. By 1818 Comgress was flying a flag with no fewer than
eighteen stripes and it was becoming evident thar the practice
would soon become unsiurstainable, decided that enough
was encugh and officially decresd that henceborrs Rags shoald kuve
thirteen stripes [one for each of the original colonies) and as mamy
stars as there were siares.

The War of 1812 abso saw the rise of another Amenican icon:
Uncle 5am. He appears to have arisen in 1813 in Troy, Mew York,
bt litthe more than that i known.” Previously America had boen
persanifisd by a charscrer of obscure origing called Beother
Jonathan, who usnally appeared in apposition ta the English Joha
Eull. The inspiration for Uncle Sam is sometimes mraced 10 one
Samuel Wilson, an arny inspector of Troy, but it seems more
prabable thar the name was merely inspined by the mitials I75. The
top-harted, striped-trousered figuse that we associate with the
name camme much laser. It was popularized i the 1Bé&cs in the
ﬂrmuolewrmN'm amd [farer reimforced by che fanmows @
WANT oL posters of the artist James Montgomery Flagg,
in which Uncle Sam lost his gendal and ook on & severe,
abmost demonic look, which he has generally kept to chis day.

Thus bey tihe end of the second decade of the ninetesnth cenmary
Amuhﬂ:mhmquwnmldmhoﬁdlr
as such undl 1551}, & more or less fixed fag and &
maticnal symbal in the form of Unde Sam. It was, in short,
beginning o sccumulate the rudiments of 4 national identity.
Bar in other ways America remained 2 collection of disparare
parts, mach following its own cowrse. This was most arrestdngly
seen im the absence of uniform dnses, Unail as lare a8 1883, there
were o fixed tmes m America. When it was midnight in New
York, # was 1147 in Washington, and 1155 in Philadelphia. In
18éq, when Leland Stanford struck che golden spile that marked
the completion of America's firss tramscontinental railway (in face
ke couldn't manage o drive the spile in; the work had w be
crmpleted by someoae more sdepe with 3 manweal implement), the
BEws was tebegraphed to 4 breathlessly waiting nation, In
Promontory, Utah, the grear event happened ar 1245, bur in
mearby Virgmia City it was deemed so be 12. 30 In San Francisco it
Wb 1148 OF 1144, depending on which sushority you believed im,
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Railway Time Convennion, it was agreed o introduce tme zanes
and synchrosize chocks. The date 1 8 Movember, dubbed ‘the day of
twir nooms,” was ser for its inception. For two weeks, people
everywhere frermed and fussed as if the coumtry were about o be
strisck by an outsize mereor. Farmers worried thag their hens would
stop laying of that thew cows would go dry. Workers in Chicago,
suspecting were 1o be compelled to work an exira nine minutes
o the big day, threatened vo strike. By the dawn of the appointed
day, v marion was in & fever of uncerainey, Jus before noon
propie everywhere began silently gathering by town halls and

comre-houses 1o wanch the clicks change,

Althongh the time change had mo legal authoriry < it was done
salely ar the behest of the railways — it was introduced almase
everywhere, and almose everywhere the event proved w be
disappointingly anticlimacnc. Millions watched as the hands on
their court-house clocks were summarily advanced or moved back
a bew nocches, then pursed their lips and recurned o basiness as it
dawned on them that that was as exciting 45 it was gomg to get
Here and there local difficuliies cropped up. In Washingrons, 2
disagreement berween the LS Amomey General and dhe head of the
Maval Observatory meant that for several years government docks
in rhe ciry showed 2 different fime eo all orhers,” For the moss parr,
however, America ok 1o uniform omekeeping with barely a
Butter and life grew easier because of i,

The fuss over introducing time 2ones was a5 nothing comparsd
with the push, half a cenrury later, for swemmer fime, or dayliphts
saving timae a8 it quickly came to be called. The dnurglmnhd-nmd
this pdea was @ buasimessman nanmed William Willeer, who wanved it
primarily so that he would have more daylight vo play golf in the
evenings. Again the vatcries wete vociferoas. The Mew York Times
called it “an acvof madness” and others seriowsly suggested char they
might equally change thermometers to make summers appear
cooler and winders warmer, As ml!.i.ﬂlh'riil‘.ll'll:pul it, "the 1ded af
alverimg clocks o sudr somse human whim made daylighe saving
seem both uwnnatural and almost monstrous o s many
opponents’.” Although Amenica briefly mstituted dayhght saving
#5 & way of conserving energy supplies during World War I, such
was the antagonism ro the idea in some quarters that it wasn’t wngil
1966 that America got unaversal summer time,
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By the Dasw's Early Light: Forging @ Natsonal Identity
and in I'imbuul'l the infi wias semal
:.Ltplll:ﬂ lnmﬂmﬂnuﬁhm!u&iuﬂm

In an age when most mformation arrived by harseback, 3 few
minupes here and there hardly macrered. But as the world became
mare eechnologieally sophésticaved, che problem of variable nme-
keeping did begin to matrer. [t was a parmicular headache for the
tailways and those who travelled on them, In an effort to armve at
some measure of conforminy, most railway compandes symchro-
nazed the dnch.al:mg their own lines, but often these bore o
relanionship o the mmes used cither bocally or by competng
raitways. Stations would often have s multplicity of chocks — ome
showing the station time, amother the local nime and che rest
showing the nmes on cach of the lines serving that stabos.
Passengers unfamiliar with bocal discrepancies woald ohen arrive
to catch a frain only to find chat it had recently departed. Making
connections in 4 place Hke Chicago, where hfteen hines met,
required the careful sody of far boaks of algorthms showing all

Clearly sumething needed to be done. The firse persan to push for
umiferm tme throughowt the coumtry was the rather anbikely figure
of Charles F. Dowd, head of the Temple Grove Ladies' Seminary in
Saratoga Springs, Mew York. In 1 &g, the year of Leland Stanbord
and the golden spike, Dioad began agivanng for the adoptoon of
four rime zomes very much along che limes of those wsed coday, The
idea met with surprisingly heated obsections. Many thoughe it
somehow ungodly to tinker with something a5 clemental 35 tme,
ignaring the conssderation that clocks are ot a divine concepr.
Some communities saw it a5 an impudence o expect them
change their docks for the benefie of commercial interests like the
raibways and telegraph companies. Almost everyone found the
entire pation strange and pozzling, particularly those whao lived on
or near the prospective time zone borders. People in a place like
Morth Flate, Mebraska, coubdn’r for che lefe of them wnderstand
why their neighbours down rhe road in Ogallala showld get ro rise
an hour laser tham they each day. The objections extended even
groups of the greatest eminence. The British Association for the
.Huﬂcu{lw of Science for one dismissed the ides as oo

Finally in Movember 1843, after 2 meeting calied the Macional
T
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By the Dinewe's Eavly Light: Forging o Nabional [deanry
Momey, tow, was a Tearure of American libe that did not become
dardized el pel: ‘;J:uinrlunhy.l.]rrﬁhlti.ﬂu‘n!rbe
first “greembacks” during the Civil War, dhe federal government in
Washington produced mo paper money, but only coims. Paper
money was keft to banks. As recently as che first half of the
nineteenth century banks — and the word i used boosely to deseribe
some of these institurions = were in the happy posios of being able
o print their own money. Types of bills proliferatred wildly. In
Fanesville, Ohao, to take one example, no fewer than thirty bamks
chumed our money ander such colourfisl appellatons & the
Virginia Saline Bank and the Owi Creek Bank. The bills were often
af such dubious value that they were referced b0 as shinplaseers,’
Same banks’ money was more respeceed than others”, The Cirizens”
Bank of Mew QOrleans issued a particularly sought-afeer $10 hill.
Because the Fremch word for tem, dix, was inscribed on the back
they became known as Dixdes, As a descriptive term for the whole
ol the Sauth, the word didn'y really carch an unil Damiel Decarur
Emmetr, a monmthermer, wrore the immensely sweoessful song
‘Dixic’s Land” ['lr|'|u'|:1'| almost everyone thinks, wrongly, is called
Drixie’) i 1859.°
With so many rypes of money floaring ibwt , the sivuation would
appear to have been hopelessly confused, but in fact it was a huge
improvement on what had gone before. ﬁm@-m-r the lomg
cobpmial pericd, the British had allowed very lanbe Brivish specie o
circulace in the colonies, Though businesses i:cp'l: whesir aconangs in
pounds, shillimgs and pence, chey had to rely on whatever tender
came 0o hand. A bewildermg mixiure of home-minted coms and
foreign currency — Pormaguese jobgrnges (Familiarly known as
Jjows), Spanish doubloons and pistodes, Fremch sous amd picapees,
Italian and Flemish ducatoons, American fugios [s0 called because
the Latwn fugio, ‘1 fly", was inscribed on one side) amd other coins
almaorst without number — circulated throughour the colonies, and
buginess people had o know thar 1s. 4d. was equal im value o one-
sixth of a milled peso (the original *piece of eight’), that a Spanish or
Mexican réal was worth twelwe and a balil cents, that a Portugeese
jobanres raded for $3.871, thar s 3d, was equivalent to kalf 2
Drarch dablar. Alpng the sastem seaboard, a real was Fntnﬂy
called a shilling, but elsewhere it was morne racily known as a bit,
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First found in English in 1688, bir may be a transbation of dhe
Spamish pueza, ‘piece” [which meramorphosed imte pesol, o it may
be tha the carly cotns were Isterally bits broken from larger sibeer
coing, Becaisse a bit was worth ravelve and a half cents, 3 quarner
dodlar naturally became known as two birs, 2 half dollar as four
b, plmhﬂi‘m af Mhmﬁq)pu Ten cents was & shoer bug;
a bong bit was fifreen cemes, Even afer America began minting i
' own coing, boreign coins remained such am integral pam of
American commerce that they weren't withdrawn from cicculation
untl 1847,

To add to the conhsion, valses varied from pl:.c: 1o place. In
Pﬂ'l.ﬂlfh'llﬁlﬂ'ld "l'l.rp:ll..l half-real went by che alternatve name
fipesirey baf of fip becawse it was equivalent in worth oo an Enghish
five-penny picce, But in Mew York it was worth sixpence and in
Mew England fourpence halfpenny, It is something of 2 wonder
that any business gist done ae all - and even more wondrous when
youa consider thar usnil afeer the Revolution there wasn't a single
bank in Amenica. Philadelphia gor the firss, in 1781; Boston and
Mew Tork fallowed three years lager.”

Mot surprisingly, perhaps, many people duspensed with money
and rebied instead on barver, or commiry pay 3 it was often called.
The s used in barter were known a5 fsck (irom the Old
Fremch troquer, meaning éo peddle or trade), a sense preserved in
the expressian o bave mo track with and in frcck farm, neither of
which has anything ro do with large wheeled vehicles. (Tan the
vehicular sense, truck comes from the Latin trochis, “wiheel".)

The decimalized monetary system-based on dollars and cents
was devised by Gouvernear Morris as assistant to the super-
imendent of inamces, in consaltation with Thomas Jefferson, and
adapred in 1784 against the provests of hankers and basinessmen,
meast of whom wum&mm&gfuhlnhludurmsm:ha
pounds and shallmgs. The names given to the earliest coins were
sométhing of an etymologecal rag-bag. In ascending order they
were: mill, conr, dime, dodlay and eagle, Dodlar comes wlrimarely
frm;nmﬁmﬂrr a coin thar was first made in the Bohemian
town of Joachimstal in 1519 and then spread through Earope as
daler, thaler and ralee, In an Americsn context dollar i firs
recorded im 1689." Dumie, oo diamr 3¢ it wag spelled on che frse
coins, is a cornaprion of the French dixiéme, and was intended ro be
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most likely explanation is that it s a modified form of the pillars of
Hm'ﬂ.wnppedlmﬂ.lmlmilhnsunll..mbehﬂndmnldjpﬂiﬂl
pieces of sigha,

Many slang terms amd ocher like expressons associared
with momey date from the nimeteenth cennury, Amsericans have
bﬂhliﬁrgml‘quhmu[ﬂin‘[hlm‘rw:bﬂn']ﬂm
vire and as dowgh sance a least 1B 1, when it was first recorded i
thee Varle Tommahanek. Samall change has been around since 1815, no¢
wrorth @ epmt simoe the carly 1 8zos, and mod worth @ red conf since
1839, Upper crust dates from 1832, eaxy momey from 1836, Cemote
lshort for centwry moke) for 2 Suoa bill from 1839, e broke and
dead broke from the 18405, Amernicans have been referring to a
dolllar as a duck since 0856 (5 comes from duckekim, an cacly unie
of exchange), Sownd a3 a dolies, ber yower bottoms doller, sirike it
rich, pemmy-amte and spondudicks or spondulix (2 term of wholly
mystechows origing all date from the 18405, A $10 bill has been a
wmd}cuﬂf|mlrmmcdhdbmnﬁeuﬁgiul
bills had a raman nameral X on them, which brought to mend a
aaw-hore, or sswbuck, Magwems, from a Yiddish slang vevm o
maney, dates fromn 1880, and simoleom, another word of uncertain
provenance, meaning 31, dates from 1881,

!u|rmr]uﬂmﬂ¢fmlhﬂﬁmdzﬂlnpaduﬂu
nneuﬂllhmmn'p ﬁﬂund,apmhv:mmmu&wﬂshﬂ

of all rypes came oun of the country in the period, The
fallowing is no more than a bare sampling: fo make the fior fiy
|1 Bioagk; guick om phe trigper and ro swhiteianh (1 80R); having anax
1o grimd (1801); keep @ stiff wpper lip (yes, it’s an Americanism,
181§} mo tivo wrys abowt it (1808 fy off the bamdle (1815); to
e fike (eBedl; to bave @ keockdows aead
dragout fight (1827); to sit om the fence and io go the whole bog
[eBaBl; firecracker, rormswogple, mon-commiital and o be m
caboots with (1829); ormery and taik feckey (28yo); borse seese
and wip and tuck (oftem onginally rip and tuck; no one knows why;
1Byl commipion f, baekimg wp ehe swrong tree and io kegr one's
ever peeled {18 13); dose shave and rip-roarimg (183401 Tt bt
{185k sool pigeom (1836, fo have o chip o ome's shoulder and
tov st Canive (140, Fo soo0d (1H45); b0 pull dhe sood ower ane's
eyes and fa pef bitched, in the sense of being married {z842); bold
your horses (1844 beelme (1845} ro shub ome's toe [ 1B46); 10 bea
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pramoanced "deem” wu-wmumanmum
word i3 not stricily an Amencanism, had been osed
occasionally in Britin as Earbid:zn;??,ﬂmu;hlthndhlhﬂw:
of wse there long before, no doubt because in 2 non-decimal
curremcy there was no use for 2 term meaning one-tenth. Centt of
course comes [rom the Latn cemium, ‘ome hundred’, and was
rather an odd choice of werm because manally there were two
humsdred cenes 1o & dollar,” The castom of refercang 1o a single cent
a5 & peny is a linguistic hold-cver from the days of Brizksh control.
Mo American coin has ever acrually been called a penny. {The terms
WummhmﬂmLﬁlm'amdm‘,m&hm
from a time when coth was sometimes used as a medium of

.1

A notable absemtee from the list of early American coins is
mickel. There was a com worth frve cents but it was called a balf’
divme or jitney, from the French jeton, signifying a small coinor a
token. When early in this cenbury Amencan cities began w Gl
with buses thar charged a five-cent Fare, jitney fell out of use for
the coin and attached ieself instead to the vehiches. Micka! didn'e
become symonymous with the Bve-cemt piece unell 1875; before
that mickel signafied either a one-cent or three-cent plece. The
phrase “don’t rake any wooden naickels’ daces only from 1915 —
and, tis, there never was a time when wooden abckels creulaned.
Such a coin woold have been immediavely recognizable as
cownterfeit and in any case would have cost more 10 manufacure
tham it was worth,

One of the more durable controversies in the workd of
mwmismatics is where the dollar sign comes from. The first use of
% im an American context is in 1784 in a memorandum from
Thomas Jefferson suggestimg the dollar as the primary unir of
currency, and some have deduced from this thar ke made it u
there and then, eicher a5 a momogram based on his own inita
{improbable; he was not that vain) or as a kind of doodie [equally
improbable; he was not char unsystemanich. A more widely held
moanon ks that iv oniginared as the besvers U and 5 superimposed on
each other and thar the U evenrually disintegrared into uncon-
necred parallel lines. The problem with chis theory is chat § as a
symbal for peso far owrdsres its application to US dodlars. (ke is
still widely used as a peso sign throughoar Latin America.) The
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gomer (t8y47); to back doiom, to dicker, by the great borm spoon and
Briphffaturin (18481 fo face the music {1850); to paddle ome’s opw
ciamoe and fo keep ome's ihirt om (18 8.4); cae-horse dosm (1855); 00
knock the spots off and stag party (18 56); mevther hide mor hair
{1857k deadbert (1863]; to buiwckle dowm (1864); o go hayumire
{1865); con miaw and to slacher (1BE6); fo go back ow, as with a
promise | 1BER]; bo pet i om the grovmd foor (1873l 00 el crow
(1%77}: waderdog (1887]; cagey in the sense of shrewd (1833); and
pmbandier and o be our on o imb (1897).

In additson, there were soones more thar have since fallen our of
use: growad and lafty (once a very common synonym for fime and
davidyl, Bappify, 80 sristonale, fo cosiociate (thar is, 00 come
together in an nnu'nl:lﬂ. diwsderment [bewilderment], pruacker-
stappled (o be embarragsed), from Duaw 1o Beerababa, Thas lase,
alladang o the morth st and south ouposts of the
Holy Lamd, was in daily ase for at beast rwo handred years as a
synanym for wide- reaging, frome A to Z, bt deopped fram view in
ﬁemmhuﬂmqn-dhmtbtﬂmmchﬂm

5 the ] th-cemtury neobogisms s
self-evident, a3 with to s fike greased bigheamg or fo baee o
close shave, To po baywire evidently alludes fo the lacerating effect
of that marenial once & nghtly wound bale fs loosed, snd fo ik
Mhyuujmmmeﬁmgtnnmnepu‘pulumabnutulld;m
and Eromtiersman who often went b together, A
this tale, each time chey urltrnﬁnﬁ:rheln]l duﬁuu'bﬂm
woithd say, Ywmrnhﬂuhmdandlwﬂlmt’umlﬂm
if you prefer | will rake the urkey and youo may mke the bugzard.”
Atter several such episodes, the Indian interrupes the fromtiereman
and gays, “But when do 1 get wo talk rurkey ? or words 1o that effiect,
The story is of course apocryphal, bur it was widely mold as 2 joke
and thus perhaps is respomible for the popalanity of the phrase.

Mlore often, however, we are left with words and phrases that
seem oo have sprung from nowhere and that do not mean asything
im particular — evem steven, B8 25 2 fiddle, easy s 2 lead pipe cinch,
to take a posder, to peter ouf, fo paimt the fown red, fo ik
thromph one’s bat, 10 josk, to root bog or die. Explanations are
hwﬂﬂwﬂ but all oo ofien om wnpersuasively fimsy

mﬁmmﬁnmﬂhmybﬂ

Mwﬂw bumorse Josh Billimgs, but in fscy the term was
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cuarrent at least as t-lr|!|' #5 1843 and Josh Billings. was unknown

ide his neighl i wnal 1860, To face the mmsic, frst
secorded in & publicanion called che Worcester Spy, may allude ma
soddier being dremmed our of service or pessibly it may have some
theatrical comnection, perbaps mo & nervpus performer having s
tace the audience across the unchestra pit. Mo onc knows. The mild
ﬂﬁnmm: and doggone if boch dare from he early
nineteenth cenitary, thoagh no one has any idea what they meant.
The mysvery docpens when you realize thar the fir recorded
mhuiu‘dn'w'f,md&uzuﬁu‘apmnq?
and ocher like formashans,

Phomey has been linked ro any number of possibilities, from e
Gaelic for rimg (faumey oc fusmer; the explanation beimg that a
street vendior known as a fawaey dropper would show the gullible
pqp:huu; rimgg of genuine qualicy, :h:n:d"lhl'mlshﬂ.p
to an unscrupulous businessman mamed Formey. Ballwboo,
blizzard, hwaky dory, sharfy, coraiption fit (at fir abso spelled
caniption or Eription), begus, bamboogle and many other darable
Americanismé are of wnknown, or at lease decidedly uncertain,
derivation, Te rood bog or div, first found in A Marrative Life of
Darid Crockent in 1l34, issim.ihH:f bewiH-n'm;ﬂr:expm,iun,
meanung 1o fend for onesell or perish, evidently refers 1o the rooting
pracrices of hogs, bur precisely what Mr Crockert (or has ghost-
writer] meant by it is uncertain, His contemporarnics, it seems, were
wo wiser, They variously rendered rhe expression as “root, hog, or
di:‘Ia.iifimzwmﬂumﬁumzpiﬂwnmhu;arﬂk‘{x
if presenting a kst of thoee options). Clearly they hadnt the fansest
ides whay they wanted the poor bog 1o do, bar e expression filled
a gap in the American |exicon, and that is whar martered. As
Gertrudg Stein muight have put it, in expression Msnrlmrtm
mean anything as long as it means something.

For a long time the most American of Americanisms, O, f=||
resoundingly ingo this caregory, The explanations for ies etymology
have been as inspired a5 they have been various. Among the
theories: chat it i short for only kissimg, that che semi-literare
Andeew Jackson wrare i on papers as an abbreviaton for ol
korrect (i fact ke was not that ignorant), that it came from Crrin
Kendall crackers, chat t was an abbreviation for the Greek ol
halla [all good’), dhar it was frem & prized bramd of Haitian rum
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io progeess, to cormer, lnmdnrm,hmgumr.]‘apm-ﬁrm.m
reiurTect, by morce, fo advocste, fo iplerge, b0 booal, to coase, ro
appose, to demoralize, to placate, to doaste, to peeve [back-
furreed froen peseveh), o locate, to feoke, o ratdle, po deed, o
hoom, to park, to sidestep, to bustle, fo bank, to lyach, to ready, fo
pervice, to éntbse — all of these, and many mare, are Amercanesms
withous which the language would be mach ||:be g

Thee mimeteemth century was in short the Americans” F_luuhtthm
age, and the British haved them for i, Among the many neclogrms
that stirred their bile were backwoodsman, balarce for remainder,
#pell in the context of time of weather, rosad-ap, ouce in 3 while,
reo great shiekes, fo moke one’s mored wp, there's no fuo eays aboud
if, i tial, cemsus, prem‘mmd stamdponi, onthouse, cross

P foan for lend (ot acrually
g e .I.l'l"] portage, immigraiian, fork, as in a road,
milage, raﬂ-Hr and almast any new verb.

The Birst recosded artack om an Amenican usage came in 1737
when an wl.ih visotor named Francis Moore referred oo the
young city of Savannah as standing wpan a hill overlooking a river
“which they m barharcus English call a bludf” and rivereby, in the
words of H. L. Mencken, “set the tone thar English crmcism has
manneained ever sinee”. "

Samuel Johnson, who seldom passed up a chance m insaly his
colonial cowsing (they were, in his much quoted phrase, ‘a race of
convicts, and ouwght 1o be grateful for anyehing we allow them sho
of hanging’), vilified an American book on geography for havieg
the misgmided sudacrty to use such terms as creek, pap. branch and
#pwir whien they had net been gnoen a Brunsh benediction. Another
crivic amacked Mosh Webster for including the Americanism
lemgtbryin his dictionary. "What are we coming 1o?” he despaired. ‘1§
the word m permicted o stand, the nexe edvon will auchorize the
ward “wrengthy”."* Ome Capesin Basil Hall, 3 professional
traveller, writer and, it would appear, halfwit, spoke for many
when he remarked that America’s penchant foe wak
unmecessary because ‘there are enoagh words already”,'

By the 18008, the American contineni Fairly crawled with British
observers who reported with patromining glee om America’s
eccentric and in r habizs ain Fredenick Mareyan,
bﬂhﬂwnl’mm. mﬂr Hmﬂm Easy {r836) and
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called Auz Cayes, that iv was an early vebegraphic abbreviation for
opem key, chat it was from the Choctaw atfiemative okeb, thar it
came from the Indian chiel Old Keoksk or from the nickname for
Martin Van Buren, Old Kindertrook [be was from Kinderhoak;
Mew York).

Learned papers were written in defence of various contentions.
The marner was discussed ar conferences, By 1941, when Allen
Walker Read, a professor at Columbia University, began looking
o the marter, (K was already the most widely underssood
Americanism i the world and the search for i origing was the
erymiodogical aq_uil'zlﬂ'lt of the search for DBIA. It took Resd some
pwenty years of searching oo nail the mateer down, bat thanks ra his
efforts we now know that OK first appeared in print io the Boston
Muorring Post on 13 March 1839, a5 a jocular abbreviation for OH
Karrecr', At the time therswas a fashion for such concoctions — KY
h%wﬂu',lﬁfﬂr‘ﬂmﬁmnkkﬂm‘ﬁﬁh‘hﬂwﬁq{
WOOOFC for *With One of Our First Citizens." In 1840 Martin
Yan Buren ran for Presidens, the Democratc OK Club was formed
o promode his election, lﬂdﬂﬁrmdlmpml usape, where it
heas remained ever since, "

.ﬁswqﬂuaﬂn“ﬂewwunﬁh}'dﬂhmdmdﬁmlhrmmd?
century, Americans also gave new meanings to old ones. Fix and its
offshooes accumulated 50 many wses thar the Dictronary of
American Emglish needs nearly seven colamns of wwer and some
5,000 words m discuss their specifically American applicanons.
They added prepositions to common verbs 1o give them new ar
heightened dgnificance: fo pas out, fo check im, ro showr off, fo
bt iep, to collide, to flare up, to sbart off, to stave off, bo cave i, to
fork ower, to hold om, to bold out, fo stey put, to bresh off, to get
away with, They cur long words down — marning pesitemtiary inno
rem, fanatic into fan, reformation into reform — and simplified
comstructions, preferring bo gradudle over to be graduated. They
coeated nouns from verhs — dumep and bear, for example. Above all
they narmed nouns ino verbs. The practice began s early as the ke
sevenveenth century (fo scalp, first noted in 1651, is one of the
earliest) and continued throughout the eighteenth, but reached a
kind of fever pitch in the alseteenth. The list of Amencan verh
Tocmarions is all bur endless: fo dnterviens, fo bankrodl, o
to package, b0 pawic, to sudition, to curb, 1o belivache, to

&
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Masterman Ready (1841}, recounted how one Amsrican had
boasted to him that he had not just frebled an investment bat
“fpurbled and fvebled” . Ir was Marryst who alio reported the
o&nﬂwmﬂ—uﬂmrﬂfﬁmd} thable = smory of the
family that clad irs piano legs in listhe skirts 00 as not bo excite amy
unteward sexual bankerings smong the more impressioaable of
their visitors.

The classlessness of US English — the habit of calling every
wommsn & kady, every man a gestleman — amracted parnicubss
vinuperation. Charles Janson, a Brisish writer, recorded how he
made the mistake of referring to a young masd as a servane. "1'd
have you to know, man, that | am no sarvant,’ she briseled. ‘MNone
bt regers are sarvants.” She was, she informed him solemnly, her
mlmraﬁa& "Thomta.l} enough o mock, such semantic
distincrians condribured mld'l.hl‘_r owards m.'l&l.qg America a less
stratified soceety. Moreover, they underscored the essential open-
ness of the American characrer, As Heary SJecle Comenager pus it
‘The American was good narured, genercus, hospirable and
sociahle, and he reversed the whole biscory of langusge to make the
term “stranger” one of welcome."

Before long, it seemed, Americams could scarcely open ther
mauths wichout running the risk of ending up mocked bersetn
hard covers. Abuse was heaped upon the conrempeible American
habit of shartening or simplifring words — wsing pots for trousers,
rhareks in favour of thavk you, perts instead of gemtlemen. "I L were
naked and starving | would refisse to be clothed gracis m a “Gent's

Seone™," sniffed one especially fastidious social com-
mentator. ’P-an, a shareening of pamtaloons, i am Americanism
first recorded in 1840 and attacked as a needbess lewical affectasion
within the year. Incidentally, but not without mserest, pamties came
inte American English in 1841 and for 2 lomg time sigmified
undershorrs for males. They weren's regarded as 3 woman's erticle
anntiiu‘ uniil 1gof.

The British appeared unaware that their mockery had dhe capacity
o make them look priggsh and obpase, Dickens, in his American
Motes, professed to have been urserly baffled when a waiter askedhim
if e wanted his food served *right away”. As Dillard poines ous, evenif
he had whﬂdhmmhmﬂhm;m&n
traveller indeed eo fail eo grasp is meaning.'?
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Always there waga that Americans should speak as
Britoms. kn 1827 Frances T . mother of the npwelist Anchony
Trollope, came s America ar the racher advanced age of fory-
seven to found a department store in Cincinnari, The encerprise
failed amd she logr everything, down 1o her howsehold efieces, but
the experience gave ber ample fodder For her enarmoasly successiul
Dromestic Manners of the Amevicans, pablished in 1332, ﬂmn'
her eriticisms of Amencan belaviour, she was smack again and
i‘lnhﬁwuﬂlrd&qh&mmhmmﬁ:hﬂhuﬂn
sentemce ' proncunced”, It appears never mo have ocourred
i her thar Americsng hod & perfecy right, and sometimes possibly
even a sound reason, o M*ﬂﬁ{nﬁﬂrmm

All this would bave fracricnally moee hesrable had rhe
COMMEMEntatons oot so often been given to blithe generalizations and
careless reporting. Emerson noted with more than & hist of
exasperagion thar most Americans didn't speak in anyrhing like the
mamner char Dhcloena suggested. ‘He has picked up and noted wich
eagerness each odd bocal phrase thar he met with, snd whes he had
bm:adnr , has poimed them together, so thae the result is the

"1* And all the while they were making capital
out of America's foibles, the Britsh observers were unwattingly
picking ap American habims, br was, ironically, Dickens's uie of
many Americanssms, notably alemied, lengiby, reliable and
enfluenteal, whach he had absorbed on his travels and unthinkingly
employed in American Wotes, that at last beaughe them a measure
of respectabiliy in his homeland,*

For their part, Americans showed a streak of masochism as wide
as the Missssippt. When American Notes was published it was
wdumnwrhupwpletindupﬁd!rhpwqu|W In

Philadelphia it sold owt in thirry-five minates. Mrs Trollope's
Diowestic M, 3 af the Amiericans was even mode successhal,
pﬁqwﬁmﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂiiﬂl]ﬂ'lﬁdnﬂmﬁlﬂiu'l
amention that 3 Betish visnor was assondshed to discover that her
barbed observarions on American social habies had almost encirely
displaced a ragang cholera epidennic as the principal tapic of news
in the papers and canversanon in the tavemns.

The actacks came from within as well a5 from without. In 1781
the emiment of Princeton, John Wi # 5o
h:ﬂmhdm%mupu:u!ﬂu&dmh:m‘w.hmﬂmw

0
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imdeed a fierce proponent of American independence from Beitsin
im all vhings Bur Linguage — wrote a semes of amicles for the
Pemmsylvdnia Jowrmal Weskhy Advertiser in which he attacked
the bax Im;mﬂl:hnbmdul predominated in hllmpdmm
even amoag educated speakers: using rodify tor fmform, mad for

y clever for pood, and other such C‘impropricties and

'mwhchhuﬂruypemjn:hgumedmingoinrn!
rank aisd liseraruse would have fallen ingo in Great Beitadn®* ' In the
course of tuese writings he became the first to wse Americamism in 2
lmpmmibulhmmﬂulmmwnpqmurd

There was, it must be wid, more than a dellop of roadying wo be
found among many Americans. When the Scotrish
Dravid Hame eraticized Franklin for employing colomize and other
Merled mihmmhlmtpmd:fm,l’uﬂklmm
imibely ap |I1.d il oo abandon the practice ar once.
j‘ﬂmﬁ.mﬂﬂhﬂhﬂwhdimmrnfﬂmwmmmbm
far from being a celebranion of the inventive nanare of American
speech, the book dsmissed Americanisms as ‘perversions’. James
Fenimose Cooper, in The American Democrat, opined: “The
comman faules of American language are an ambition of effect, a
want of simplicity and a targid abuse of rerms."™ Henry James,
meanwhile, complained about the "helpless slobber of discon-
nected vowel poises’ thar characterized American speech.

Many ancerely believed that America would cur irself off from s
Mmﬂwhm]@huiuwww]hrhﬂmmw
separate dialect. Linguistic isolation was not a sensible or desirable
goal far a small, young nation if it wished to be heard in the wider
world of commerce, biw and science, The Knickerbocker Mapazme
saw the ‘greatesy " in America’s remdency rowards Bnguisne
mmovation, and il:rndu:m:ﬂ:ﬂtmlri.lilhm

A b povinted st that the American comtinent required a more
expansive vocabulary, like the anonymows essayist in rhe Noreh
Americon Reviewe who plaintively mored: “How came will his
Language sound, who would describe Miagara in langusge Greed for
chee: falls ar London bridge, e amempr the majesty of dhe Mississippi
in that which was made for the Thames?** O as Jefferson pat it
with somewhat grester simpliciey: “The new circumstances under
which we are placed, call for mew words, new phirases, and for che
transfer of old words to new objecs.”
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Oveheers saw Britain's lngusstic hegemony a5 presumpioous and
imperious. *Our bonour requires ws o have a system of car own, in
lamguage a5 well a5 government,” argued Noah Webster in 1789,
Echoing his sentiment, Rupert Hughes asked: "Why should we
Eﬂmdﬁrmvﬂohbrwmmmﬂmwrlluﬂpuumm

from England, like a ‘fperbdﬂtdut“mhupmred
and return withowt 2 dene?™=*

Seill oabers oried the defence — acourase if somewhan fethle - cha
many of the nhjecionable wosds were no1 Amencanisms at all
Chaucer, it was pointed our, had used gub; Johnson had included
imffuential in has dictionary; afeered had existed in English since
Saxon tmes. Sow of @ g, bite the dust, beat ir, | guess and scores
of ather detestable *Americanisms’ all existed in England, it was
explained, long befare there wene any American colonies. As the

et James Raussell Lowel drily putrr,ﬁmm*nnhappm could
over no English berrer than Shakespeare’s "4 Cine dedicated
a:r.rl:lbd:r named Alfred Elwyn compiled a Glossary of Supposed
Americamgns in which he asserted passionately, bat wrongly: “The
simple teuth is, that almost without exception all those words or
phrases thar we have been ridiculed for using, are good old English;
many of them zre Amglo-Saxon in origen, and ncarly all o be heard
&t l.'hudn'_r in England."

This tack struck many as more than a liccle pachetic. Lowell
acidly observed: Surely we may sleep in peace now, and ouwr
English cousing will forgive us, smce we have deared
froim any suspicion of being original in the maner,™

Lowell had & particukar rexson for feeling protective abour the
American dialect. His fame rested almose emtirely on the creation of
a fictional Mew England rustic, Hosea Bighow, whase comically
quaint speech formed che basis of the hugely popular Rigloar
Fapers. Unfarunately, Lowell's effecoiveness as a defender of
Ametican sporch was somewhat diminished by his growing
antaparthy for his own creation. When the reading public continu-
ally ignored his more earnest postical compositons (and oghtly;
they were unceasingly mediocre) e wem 5o far a5 o preface a
volume of Biglow pncm; with a2 velled imsult 1o the reader:

‘Margarites, munde porcne, calcisti: en, siliguas acope”, which
translates as “Oh, mrmhmdd,fnuhnuuwhdpuﬂ:,muh
the ks, =7

[T
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Mone the less, he lefr behind an invaluable mass of marerial
recording the habits of Mew England speech in the firse half of the
nineteenth cenmury. As an extract shows, it was very different from
thar of today:

Exz fer war, [ call it murder, =
There you b it plamn &n° fat:
1 don't want to go no furder
Than my Tesrymem fer chat;

God hez sed so plump an” fairdy

It's ez bamg ez it i broad,

An' you've gut to git ap ascly

Ef you wanr so rake in God,
But this, it must be remembered, was the speech of an uneducaed
Mew Englander. Someone from a more refined back like
John Cuuincy Adams, say, would have sounded as di [ A gan.
Oneof the paradoxes of the day was that as America was becoming
more polirically unified it was in danger of becoming linguisncally
fractured, Class differences and regional differences alike were
=L'I.I|E|5' Fele amd wlhl.rl:n‘l QL. T|1c n.-]aﬂ:iw: few w|'|-|;| lived o
along the frontier were not only cut off from changes n fashion bt
also changes in language. 5o when, for insrance, Britons and
eastern Americans began ro change the diphthong in words bike
Fenf and join from bede and jiwe, or 10 insert a3 voiced r in some
words while removing it from athers, the Emmgoplr were less
likely to adope the new wends. They continued for much longer
{and in some cases continue yet) wo say bar for bear, consars for
courcern, parmint for vermnin, virtoo for wirtue, fortin for fortume,
empring for emgome, cattel or kittle for kettle, cuss for curse, thrash for
thresh, tetehy for touchy, wrastle for wrestle, chawe for chew, gd'f
for girl, riled for roiled, extorer for creature and 3o on. The further
waest one went the more pronounced dee vaniations were, so thar by
mid-century when the English traveller Richard Francis Burton
reached Salt Lake Ciry he found the language scarcely recogmzable
a3 English ™

As the new breed of frontier people ke Andrew Jackson, Davy

Crockerr and Abcaham Lincoln broughe cheir regional habics of
speech to Washingion, their distinctive mrns of phrase and raw
pronunciations increasingly grated on the sensibilities of their

LR
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eastern collesgues and underlined the linguistic varishdlity of the
sprawling nation. Something of the RBavour and prosunciation of
fraetier life is cooveyed by a speech atwibated ro Davy Crockern
{though in fact it was concocted in his bebalf by a ghost-writer].
'Wcmmldupﬁnw show ouwr grit like a chain lighming agin a

pine log. t0 extarminate, mollify and calumncste the foc like 2
rﬁﬂlrptnimahnlkrhg...ﬁjrlhﬁpdwaﬂ!lnf
thunder and lighming like a stuffed sassadige and nurtle him off with
audhmpnhr...ipﬂi:hismulmm:wimaiuaidquakq
and tarrity him with 4 rale lnjun pell . . . Though the words are pot
Crocken’s there i no reason to supposs thar the spellings are
unfaithful to his promuncations. *

Musch the same country air applied to Lincoln, if at slighaly less
Mn'ﬂ:fnm.li:wzw 1521 Imdh'ﬂp!meuj’}r,ﬁ:mln‘l
spoken English always had a whiff of the backwoods abowur it His
wvariable gresting was “Howdy™ and his conversation was
sprinkled with folksy colloguialisems like ‘out yonder” and sy a
apell’, -h;hmmuuudalhlmof‘ﬁm“ﬂm 5 w0
sophisticated politicos to cringe ™ we carnat be sure in
each case, he very probably meoee than a few of his
words in the antiqguated fronmer style. Cerainly we know that he
enjoyed an earthy stary and ook delight m showing bis associates a
lemer ke received from a disgraned citizen in 1860, It read: "God
dams your god dameed old bellired god dammed soul w hell god
daemm you and goddam your god dameed family’s god dammed
hellfired god damned soul to bell and god dampation god damn
thems and god damn your god damn frends 1o hell."*! The leter
umlrhudrrmdluyl , from the frontier.
d&nﬁmtﬂdhmmnﬁdm&hﬂkﬁ&mdhﬁm
was a constant beitmodf of American speech throughout the
nineteenth centary. And powhere was it made more arrestngly
manifest than ar the commemaoration of a cemetery for Civil War
soldsers im the lirtle Pennsylvania rown of Gerrysharg on 19
Kovember 1863,

The main speaker of the day was nor Lincoln, but dee orasor
Edward Everett — an easterner, narurally. Everett droned on fur two
howurs, As was the custom of the day, his speech was full of Berary
allusicns, Ciceronian pomp and obscure historical references that

-
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bode only the seantest significanes 1o the occasion. The syatax was
high-flown and decked out with phalanxes of subordinate clauses,
convelured constructions, and parentherical excursions. Almost
every sentence had an acre of Aowery verbiage berween the subjec
and predicare. A single sentence gives some hing of its denseness:

mdlmulnmwumhlhudﬂxmm
lﬁ‘lﬂﬂﬂhml. lum-lkﬁmphum ‘the Con-
g i af Stares and Commos:

pssions,

opiniong of the individeal man, the rivalries of family, clan
and tribe, the influences of climate ard
posinon, the sccidents of peace and war acoumu Bor
ek ampacedy peokpeon v poweshl s, 1 £ i

B prosperousg be, if it were
o be sccomplidhed by et o i e wenaald
require & more chan momal skl

And cthis was just one of some 1,500 equally windy sentences, At 2
pom., two long, cold hoors afer starting, Everem concluded his
o thunderous applause — motvaned, one is bound to
mare by che joy of realizing is was over than by any message derived
fram the content - and turmed che daks over 1o President Lincoln. The
audience of perhaps 15,000 people bad been standing for four
howurs, and was tired, cold and hungry. Linceln rose awkwardly,
“like a telescope drawing out’, 25 one contemporary put it, adjusted
his glasses, held the paper durectly in fromt of his face and in 2 high,
reedy woice delivered his address. “He barely took his eyes off the
manuscript,” according ro one winness, as e intoned those famous

wards:

Four s¢ore and seven years ago our fathe es beoaght forch on
this continent a mew pation, m hiberty and
dedscated to the proposition that all men are created equal,
Maw wee are emgaped in a grest ol war, besting whether
that nasticn or any natios $o conceveed snd o dedicared can
long endwre. We are met on a great battlcficld of thag war,
“hummdﬂuﬁu a portion of that field as a fnal
ﬂﬂhh!ﬁhmﬂﬁrhﬂﬂﬂ“

mnu-mlihku leis amd proper that we
should do this
But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate = we cannot
95
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comperrae = we cunnot hallow — this grownd. The biraws men,
livieg and deadl, who leere have comsecraned in fag
whowe our pocr power to add or detraet. The word will e
et mof long peaember what we say bere, but it can pever
m did here. I8 i for s, the rather, to e
here va the unfiniabed work which they whe
fougfr here have thus far so nobly sdvanced.
It is rather for us to be here dedicaved to the greas task
inimg bebare w chat from these horoured dead we rake
m&mhﬁﬂmfquMpuhm
bull measure of devotion; that we bere resolee thar
theie diesd iball mor have died im vain; that thes nation, under
Gosd, bl have a naw birth of freedom; and thar gosern-
ment of the people, by the people, for the people shall mot
perish from the earth.

Though Lincoln was never inrended to provide anything odher than
some concluding remarks, this was breathraki beief. The

address contained just 268 words, two-thirds of them
of only one syllable, in ten mostly short, direct and memorably
crystalline sentences. It took only a fraction over two minues o
deliver — w0 lirele, acoording to several contemparary acoounts, that
the official photographer was still making preliminary adjustments
1o his camera when the President sar down.

Far from taking the listener on a discursive wrip through the
majesties of wnperial Rome or the glory thar was Greece, the
address contained no proger nouns at all, As Wills notes, it doesn's
menton Genysbarg or slavery or even the Union™ Lincoln
thyoughe it a failare. ‘I failed: | faled: and that is abour all that can
be said about it, ke remarked forloraly to Everert. Many agreed
with him, The Chicago Trmes wrote: “The check of every Amenican
must tingle with shame as be reads the silly, fat and dishwagery
utterances of the man who has o be pointed our ro intelligent
foceigners as the President of the United Seares.” Ewen those
newspapers sympathenc to Lincoln scarcely noted his address, Mot
until conssderably later was it perceived as perhaps the greatest of
American speeches.

The Gemysburg address also marked a small but relling lexical
transition. Before the Civil War people generally spoke of the
Usion, with i implied emphasis on the voluntariness of the
American confederation, In his first inaugural address Lincoln wsed

wh
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Urnigms rwenry times, and matiger not at all. By the gme of the
Gettyshurg, address, the position was reversed. The address
canains five mentons of matios and rot one of wsion,

We have come to take for granced the directness and accessibiliy
of Lincoln's prose, bur we should remember thae this was an age of
ludicroushy mfated diction, mot oy among politicians, arames
amd literary arstheves, but even m newspapens, As Cmoel notes, no
nineteenthecenqury joumnalist with any self-respect woald wrige
that a house had burned down, but must mstead say thar “a great
conflagranon consumed the edsfice”. Mor would he be contens weth
& pETTAMRERD 3% unexpressve a8 'a crowd came to see” bur inseead
womld write “a vasr concourse was assembled o witness”.

In an era when no speaker would use teo words when eight
woaild di, or deeam of wsimg the same word rwice in the same week,
Lincodn revelled in simpliciry and reperition. William Seward, his
Secretary of State, drafted Lincoln's firs mangural address. It was
a masterpleat of the times, Lincoln prumed it and made it mmeless.
Where Seward wrore: “We age por, we must not be, aliens or
enemies, but l'rilnmu:nu.mr.rym and brethren,” Lincoln changed it
 “We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be epemies. '
Such succmctness amd repetition were ot st novel, bur danng.

His ppesches were constantly marked by a distinctive rhyrhm —
whar Garry Wills cafls ‘prelimenary eddyings thar yield vo lapidary
monosyllables’, a5 in ‘The world will liede note, nor leng
remember, what we say bere’ and “We shall nobly save, or meanly
lose, the kast best hope of earch.™ Always there was a directness
aboot hs words that stood in marked congrast w the hl'z'_r
circumbocutions of the East and marked him as a product of the
fromeier. "With malice wowards none; with chanty for all; wich
Birmaness im chee wighs . - . et s serive . . . vo do all which may achieve
and cherish a jusz, and a lasting peace, among ourselves, and with
all nagions’ from Lincodn's second inaugural address may not seem
on the face of it po have a grem deal in common with Davy
Crocken’s *like a chain lighming sgin a pine log', but in fact it has
precizzly the same directness and sumplicity of purpase, if phrased
with somewhat more thoughtiul elegance,

American English had at las found & wobce 1o go with ies flag and
anthem and nasional symb-ol in the shape of Uncle Sam. At the same
time it had found something else even mare gracifying and more

Lo
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certain to guarantee its prospects in the world. It had found wealth
—wealth beyond the dreams of other nations. And for that story we
must embark on another chapter.
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We're in the Money: The Age of Invention

On the moming of & July 1881 President James Garheld,
accompanied by his Secrecary of Stare, James G. Blaine, was
passing through the cenrral railway station in Washingron, DC, w0
spend the Foarth of July holiday on the MNew Jersey shore with his
family. His wife had only recendy recovered from a mearly faral
bout of malaria and he was natorally anxious vo be with her. In
those days there was no Secret Service protection for the President.
On pccasions such as this the President was quite lirerally a public
Agore. Anyone could approach him, and one man did - a quisdy
deranged lawyer named Charles Guitean, who walked up o the
President and calmly shor him ewice with a .44-calibre revolver,
then stepped aside and awaited arrest. Despice 2 notable absence of
qualificanons Guiteau had long pestered the President o make him
chief consul in Paris.

The nation waited breathlessly for mews of the President's
recovery. MNewspapers all over the country posted frequent, not to
say strikingly candid, bulleting outside their main offices. “The
President was somewhar restless and vomired several imes during
the early part of the night. Nutritious enemata were successtully
employed 1o sustain him,' read a typical one on che facade of the
Mew York Herald office.!

As the President slipped in and out of consciousness, the greatest
minds in the country were brought to his bedside in the hope that
someone could offer something more positively beneficial chan
rectal sustenance. Alexander Graham Bell, ar the peak of his fame,
devised a makeshift metal-detector, which he called an “induction
balance” and which employed his recendy invented telephone as a

4.1 ]
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I g aid. The i wumhﬂhﬁehﬂmh&pﬂuﬂn
Pressdent’s frame, bar 1o Bell's derakle
mmdm:huwbdhupnmmﬂymp‘hmmdxnﬂu:s
bady, Mo until much lacer was it realized that the device had been
reading the bed springs.

The summer of 1881 was one of the saltriess for years in the
nagion's capital. To provide some relief for she stricken President, a
carps of naval engineers who specialized in ventilatng mine shabis
was summoned to the White Howse and instructed to budld a
cooling device, They nigged ap & iten boax Blled with ice, sale
JIH‘.I':'EDE aﬂl!ﬂuuf'b::y-:ﬁfﬂmuhdmn"md
by the melemy ice. &hndrwlummﬁuﬁuﬂs.whnchm

terry-choth and cleamsed by
oawards into the President’s
bedroom, The device was mot terribly effucient — in ffty-eight daysit
consumed 4 quarcer of a milkion rons of ke ~ but it worked uproa
point, It cooded the Presidents room 1o & more or less molerable
#1°F, and stands in history as the world's first air-conditioner.”

Mothing, alas, could revive the snking President, and oo the
evening of 19 Seprember, two and a half months afeer he bad been
shos, he quictly passed away.

The shonting of Pressdent Garfield was significant in two ways.
Firss, it proved ance and for all the folly of the spoils system, a term
inspired by the famous armerance of New York politician William
E, Marcy siuty years earlier: “To the vicror belong the spods,™
Under the spods system it fell to a newly elected President o
appoint hundreds of officials, from rural postmasvers amd Hghe-
house keepers 1o ambassadors, It was a handy way 1w reward
political Iwnh.mrllmamdrmmmh
a new President and = as Charles Guai
serated — it beed dumsarisf: amoing maed ﬁ.plmu.
Twomnhmﬁowmmwt:mm. Bar the shooting.
of the President — or more precisely ﬁ:mnﬂcﬂmu-
was significant in another way_ bt underlined the
American belief that almost amy problem, whether it be inding a

I

bullet buried in soft risswe or cooling the bedroom of & dying Cheef
mwﬂdhwlrdwﬂhimmniﬂiﬂt
W

Kmﬂqﬁ':ﬂ tB§7, 5 a quntessentially American

ToL

ke i Amsevi
shiapers of the American coomomy as “businessmen’. The word had
existed im English simpe ar least 1670, bar previously it had
WMMWUPMIPﬁn‘hhm!dI
person concerned with the senous marer of creating weealth in is an
Amevicanism dating from 1830, As the cemmry progressed people
could be pall-fired (1Re), well-to-do (1815), i the dimes {1843),
im clover (1847), beeled (1867; well-beeled didn’t come until
rwenticth century ), a Figh roller {1 B81), or 2 mosey-bag (1896, and
mizde im0 the plural money-bags early in dhis century), As early as
the 18508 they could hope so strike it rich and by the 18808 they
couald deeam of lievreg the lfe of Riley (from a popular soag of the
persod, ‘15 Thar Mr Reifly', in which the hero speculates on what
e woald do with a forrune).”

Blox everyone liked thas new thrasting Amenica, la 1844 Philip
Hone, o mayor of Mew Yark and a nored social criric, wrooe *Oh,
for the pood old days’, the first wse of the phrase, " But most people,
then & now, wanted nothing more than o ger their hands on ‘the
almighry dollar’, an expression coined by Wadnn?nn Irving in
:Ijimﬂikﬂrﬁmﬂxfﬂ#ﬁr&vsﬁr

!.;ﬂ:umlmmmnndhd..hﬂﬂnuhrmd 18208, Americans
wtr:mlm'gldmmdr 2 term horrowed from the
British who had in turn taken it from the French, and by 1850 were
supplementing the word with 2 more sggressive version of their
own devising: wuftimillionaires.' An American locky enough
get in ow the grownd floor [1874) with an arresting invention ar a
nimely imvestment might reasanably hope to become 2 millionaine
himself. h:iqqhmw}hﬂdnnmhnmﬂlqmﬂhﬂuﬂrﬁ.
By 1915 there were 2

’[‘hn-twdmofm {from the fapancse taikun, “military
commander’, and Az applied 1o bosiness lesders in the 1870s)
ﬂin:mdamﬂmrmdpmrﬁn{ilﬂm
unimaginable now, In 1891 Jobn D, Rockelellor and Standard il
controlled 7o per cent of the workd marker fior oil. |. P. Morgar's
House of Morgam and i associate companies in 151 & were warth
imore “tham the assessed value of all the property in the 22 staves and
rerritarics west of the Mississippi’.'! With grest weabth came the
luxury of eccentracity. James Hill of the Grear Northern Railroad
reportedly fired an employee because the man's name was Spirtes.
The servants ar . P. Morgan's London ressdence naghtly prepared

tog
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term and something of a leitmotif for the nineteench cencury.
Thanks mw it, and some other nor nsignificant facion like an
abundance of natural resources and a steady supply of cheap
immigrant lzbour, America was by 1881 well on m way w
completng a remarkable transformation (rom an agrarian socety
on the permphery of world events to an economic colossus. In the
tharry years that lay either sede of Garfield’s death America emjoyed
a period of growrh unlitoe that ssen anywhere in histary. In almaosc
every area of economic sctivity, America rose like a giamt,
producing quanticies of raw materiaks and fingshed produces that
dwarfed the outpat of other coumiries — sometimes dwarfed the
oucpat of all ether countries puztogesher. Berween 18 g0 and 19os,
Amvrican coal production rose from 14 millton rons fo over 100
million, steel ourpur went from barcly 1 million tons 1 over 13

lbnu. paper production increased ninefold, pig-iron production
sevenbold, cotton-seed o by a fsctor of founeen, copper wire by a
factor oof almosr rwendy. In rfga America’s 23 méllion pao;pk hada
cumulative wealth of $7.1 ballvon. Fufty years later, the popalation
‘*had miphed o 76 million, bur vhe wealth had inereased thirreendold
to $543 bilion.* In 1894 America displaced Brirain a5 the world's
lendiog marufacturer. By 1914 it was the world's leading producer
of coal, narural gas, oil, copper, iron ore and silves, and its factories
wete priducing more goods than thowe of Brimin, Germany and
France mogether, Wichin thirry years of Garfield's dearh, one- fourth
of all the world's wealth was in Amenican hands.

For the average American, progress was not, in the words of
Henry Steele Commager, ‘a philosophical idea bur s comanonplace
of experience . . . MNothing in all hestory had ever succeeded like
Amenica, and every American knew . In oo other counpry could
the common person engoy such an imtoxicating possibilicy of
agcumulanng weakh, An obsesshon with money — amd moee
speafically with the making of money - had lang been evident in
the national speech. As early as the eighteenth cemtury, Bemjamin
Franklmn was reminding has readers thar ‘'mme is money’ and foseign
WESILOrS were ing om the distimctly American expression "o
et 3 cool thoasand’,” and on the castom of defining a person as
being “worth so-and-s0 many dollars’, Long before Henry Clay
thought up the term in 1832, America was the land of the ‘self-
msds man”.” Ar aboat the same time people began referring 1o the
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dinmer, rurned down the bed and laid owr nightchothes for their
master even when he was known beyond doubt 1o be shree
thousand miles away in Mew York. The industrialist Joha M.
Longyear, disturbed by the opening of 2 railroad line past his
Michigan residence, had the entire estate packed up — sty -rowm
honsse, hedges, trees, shrubs, fountans, the works — and re-erecied
in Brookline, Masachusens."! James Gordon Bennett, 5 news:
paper baron, lked o announce his arrival i 3 restaurart by
rz*hgrhmbladnﬂnfmm all the mbles he passed. He would
then hand the manager a wad of cash with which m compensate his
victims for ther bost meals and sparcered attire. Thowgh long
fargotten in his native land, Bennert and his explodts — invariably
involving prodigious drinking befose and kavish restinemon afver -
were omce workd famous, and indeed his name lives on in England
in the cry *Gardon Bennen!’, wsually umered by someons whe has
just been drenched by a clomsy waiter or ortherwise exposed o
suime exasperaning indigniry.

The indulgences of the rich become all the more msufferable
when contrasted with the maserable condition of those whise
labours sustamed their wealth, Through the 18608, workers in
lactories — o sramufactones &5 they were snll ofien called -
rouringly worked sixreen-hour days six days a week for bess than
recenny cents @ day. Oteen they were paid in sorip, which they could
spend only ar the factory store. Workplaces were often ill-hir, ill-
heated and filled with dangerous machinery and penilous sub-
su.rht:s..ﬁ.phyhdln in the mall fown of Lawrence, Massachusetis,
noted just after the turn of the century that 16 per cent of factory
waorkers there didn’t live to see their twenty-fifth birchdays, '

As Amenca prospered, less anrsctive words entered the
lamguage, like slissr (a word of uncerain origan, but probably based
om a Brrish dialecral variane of slime) and sweatshop [commonly
shorensd 1o siweter and frst recorded in 1367 ), and eemderloin for
the bess sal wbrious areas of cities, This last named has been maced o
a Mew York palceman who announced upon being assigned 1o the
district around Forty-second Street that the opportumties for graft
wmld.mﬂﬂrhmmﬂnpnﬁqundbﬁrfm]wlmhw

lerboan. The ob pun on 's aslbent anatomical
&Ilmnnihubthzlpﬁdm-rtmhl:ﬂhtmm.' Older wards, oo,
sometimes took on new, more simister meanangs, Temesment
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Mij.ll“r:luuhdlurmmddwcliu}h.ﬁmiu,uhﬂenrﬂr
the poat ived in shaced housng, it had by the 18408 taken on the
sense of a crowded, ferid bailding inhabiced by che lowest orders.

Ohar im the sanshine of prosperity, however, it was 3 dazeling age. A
bﬂtﬂﬂoﬂm’m.ﬁ.ﬂnﬂnnuma!d‘upﬂﬂm{my;ﬂm
ldea of the dymamism that seized the country: ﬁewth\‘m,
escalaror, telephone, phonograph, sir-brake, cash regisser, elecmic

light, fountain-pen, linorype, box camera, preumatic tire, adding
mschine, revalving door, salery pin, and typewriner, All were invented
in Americs, mostly in the franoc lasr quarrer of rhe ndnersenth
cemtury, and all were desagned to relieve people of some everyday
imconvenbence, Where ather countries ted thelr formunes w revolu-
ciomary indusrial processes — Bessemer soeel, Jacquerd looms, sseam
presses = Amenicars churmed out appliances char made life easier.
They mak o heart Ralph Walda Emerson's fameous apophehegm:
*Busild & bermer mouserrap and the world will bear a path 1o yourdoos.'
O they would hawe, had Emersan ever said any such thing. In face,
whiat Emerson said didn't mention mousstraps and was a good deal
reore praliz: ‘I 2 man has pood com, of wood, or boards, or pigs, 1o
sell, or can make bewer chairs or kanives, cracibles or church organs,
than anybody else, you will find a broad hard-beaten road o his
house, though it be in the woods."™® {Mor, by the way, did he sy,
*Consistency is the hobgoblin of liede minds.” He saad, *A foolish
consistency is the bobgoblin of livte minds® = quite another marter.)"*
Bug they took the semment s heart anpraay.

America had a boag tradimon of producrive tinkering. Jefferson
invented a plough, which secared him & prix d'hormeser from a
French agricaloural academy [though in fact it didn™ actually work
very well), and filbed Monticello, his classucal Virgenea massion,
with self-invented contrivances dessgned o chwarr small everyday
irricants. Franklin, as everyone knows, was 2 mamic inventor. He
gave the world bifocals, the lightning rod, extendable gnppers for
taking wemn off high shelves, possibly the rocking-chair and
cerrainly the Franklin srove (thawsgh fioe ies firse farty years it was
more generally known as the P fireplace) - and always,
always with a practical bent. ‘Whae signufies philosophy that does
ot apply 10 some use” he asked. Like Jefierson, he mever profined
from any of them.

Tob
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malodarousness and its owmer’s faleering grip on  reality.
Amazingly, everyone scood by him. His mﬁedl.dwiu'h.-r:r!zuhd
of her and relatives gladly handed him their formames. One brother-
in-law pared with $46,000 amd mevep whimpered when all it
residted i was tubs of nodsome slop. With implacable resalve
Goodyear chuened oot one prodwce afrer amother = pabber
mailbags, kfe-preservers, boots, rainwear - chat proved disas-
trodsly imeffecve. Even with the lavish suppont of friends and
relarives, Goodyear several rimes ended ap in debtors’ prisons, In
1B4, whin hes pwvo-year-old son died, the famaly couldn't even
afford a coffin,

Fimally in 1843, emrirely by accident, he had his breakehroagh.
He spilled some lndia rubber and sulphar on the vop of his stove
amd im so doang discowered thie secret of producing 2 rabber thar
was waterprood, pliant, resistans 1o exmremes of heat and cold,
made an wleal insubaror, didn't break when dropped o struck, and,
above all, was prectically cdourless. Goodyear hastily secured 2
patent and formed the Maugaruck India-Rubber Company. At long
Imhentdhsﬁmihwrppﬂiud‘m&rhhrlﬂfbm&#
eheear years of sacnfice so clearly wanranoed,

Iy wasnot oo be. Goodvesr's process was soeasily duplicated chat
other manafacnarers simply stofe it. Even the name by which the
process became koown, sulsanization, was couned by an English
pirste. Goodyear had endbess problems prosecring his parents. The
French gave him a patent bur then withdrew it om a rechnicalicy,
and when he travelled v France to protess the mamer, be found
himself mowsed ver again im0 3 debors’ prison. He made moe
morufhumhﬁumlwlphj—lbﬂolwd‘ﬁ:lh#dyhlhﬂi
compelling tidle Guow-Eliestic — than he ever ded from his invention,
When he deed in 1860, be beft his family saddled wirh debos. ' The
company that prowdly bears his name, the Gnnd}ur Tire &
Rubber Company, had nathing to dos with bim oc his descendanes,
It was named Goodyear by two brothers m Akron, Ohso, Framk
#nd Charles Seiberling, who simply admired him, =

Many of the most prodific and smportant inventors of the age are
now abmost wholly forgomen. One such was Walter Hunt, who
menk omr parents by the score on Fountain-pens, & process for
manufactuning paper collars, 8 machine fo make nails and rivets,
and the protorype of the breech-foading Winchester rifle. Perhaps
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hIzsat]-eHnmn":iru'mﬁ:tﬂu US Patent Office was set
up in vpes. At firse, the patene board comsisted of the Aromey
Cremeral, the Secrerary of Srate and the Secretary of War, who wene
given the job of verting inventions as an extra litle somerhing 1w
keep them ncospsed between more pressing assignments.
don't appear 10 have been run off their feet. Im the first year just
three patents weee issued, (For the record, the first American patent
went 1o & Samuel Hopkins for & new way of making potash.} By
180z, however, parents were pousing in so fast char a proper parem
board had to be arganized. Swddenly the coumtry with
tinkerer-inventors. In other nations, inventions emerged from
laboramaries. In Amenca they came out of kitchens and tool-sheds.
Everyone, it scemed, got in on the act. Even Abraham Lincoln
foaind time to take out & pavent (Mo, 6489 A Device for Buaying
Vessels over Shoals), "

Typical of the age was Charles Goodyear, the man who gave the
world valcanised rubber. Goodyear personified most of the
qualities of che classic American inventor — el belief in e
pmd.pq,].ﬂmnfmcriﬁa:,blirﬂdﬁminnm:nﬂu-'hul:llil:hﬂ-:
¢r‘ag;imgﬁffﬂcunr_ He didn't hawe the fainmese idea what he was
doang. Described by one biographer a5 a *gentle lunatic’, Goodyear
in 1834 became fascanated with rubber. It was a wonderfully
promasmg material ~ pliang, waterproal, magged and durable - but
it had mamy imtractable shorrcomimgs. For one thing, it had a low
myglting-point. Boots mads of rubber were fine in winter, but g the
first sign of warm weather they would gocdy decompose and

aquickly began ro sink,

Goadyear o make it his life’s work vo solve chese
problems. To say that he became obsessed only begins 1o hine at the
degres of his commimment, Ower the nexr nine vears, he sold or
pawnied everything he owned, raced dwough his frends’ and
tamily's money, occasionally resorted 1o begging, and generally
inflicted lm'iug bt uneald hzrrklipou his long-ml:fﬂ'i.l‘ wife amd
numerous children. He furned the family kitchen mto a laboratory
and, with only the moss basic understanding of the chemistry
involved, frequently Blbed the house with noxious gases and at lease
once nearly asphyxiaved himself. Mothing be wried worked, To
demonstrate the materials versmanlity, he ook 1o weaning a suit
made entirely of mbber, bat this merdy underlined ins acure

Te7
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his most lasting inventson was the safety pin, which be devised in
1hge afver a mpledhwnniﬁﬂdknswdupwnfmn Mever

much of a busi diately sold the rights to the device
for $go0. Slaghady uﬁﬂ,bummn}rm‘.'wnmﬂd..mﬂu
Whimey, While srill a youth, be had devised novel processes for
manufacturing nails, pins and men's walking-sticks, and Later in
late would be mstrumental in developimg the sdea of interchange-
able mass-produced parts, an approsch thar came to be known as
the vniformity, or Whimey, system. Bur what he s chielly
rememhbered boe is the cotton gin, and nightly so. bt was one of the
great inventions of dhe age. If you have ever wondered how an
intoxicating drink became assoctaved with a device for combing
comon the amswer is it didn'c. Gin s merely a shomening of engine,

Whitney hirupon the invention while visinng 2 corron plantation
in Georgia. As a Mew Englander unacquainted with the region,
munqlnnlc a keen hurutin}mwdwﬂluuﬁm woarked, and
wars immediately strack by bow slow and laboar-intensive was the
process of deseeding cotton by hand, He knocked wgether a
contraption that comsiseed essentially of rwo comra-rotanng drams
weith yeeth that effectively pareed the comon from e seeds. It was
ingenipusly simple, but it transformed the plantasion economy of
the South. Indeed, perhaps no ocher simple invention m history
other than the wheel has bad a more sensational and immedsare
payback in terms of mcreased efficiency. A single gin could do the
wark of a thousand slaves. In ven years, exports of cocron from the
South increased from 18g.500 ro-rbd.: W 41 million pounds.
Slavery across large parts of the Sowth was suddenly not just
morally indefensible but ecomomically unnecessary. Bug what is
natable here i that Whitney wasn't thinking of 2 revolutionary
devece thar would alver history or secure bis foomne — ar easg no ar
first — bur of a simple machine that would make a friend’s life
simpler and more etficient.

When it did occur to Whitney chat the gin was revolutionary and
thar there ought bo be money in it, he hastly secared a patent. As so
often with nineteen th-century mventors, be found himself cheared
atevery step amd spent mach of his life fighting cosdy coun bamles
thar gained him lirle bar lawyers® bills. Ar least he had the
sasisfaction of being famed for his achéevement, which is more than
MARY gt
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Consbder the fate of poor Eliss Howe, a young Boston native
who in 1846 pradunnd.ﬁe firsr workahle uwﬁg‘lud:i.a'ﬂu
trouble was that mo one wanted it, Depressed by his failune, Howe
suffered & pervous beeakdown and fed vo England, where be hoped
his ingemious mvention might be grven 3 more congenial feception,
T weams mvo. Adfbe bweos years oof wrammpiegg, the streets, he was 5o destmne
that he had vo work his }mmmlmdmulhp.hmrl‘
pmdleumbﬂmbe&:mnm&du:nhblbumrm!ﬂuﬁnp
bad stolen his patent, set up & sewing-machine factory and was
making money kand over fist. Howe ook Senger to court, where it
became apparens that Singer bad fcrt 4 begg to stand on bist was making
30 muach money fram Howe's invengion chag be coald atford ro hire
thie sharpest lawyers. After a protraced fight, Singer was compelledio
pay Howe a decent royalty on every machine buale, (Having secared
his Forrune, Howe prompely enlisted in the Usdon Army a5 2 comenon
fone-soldier; it was an age of cocenarics a5 well as invenars.) Nonc e
h.ithsiqn'snm,mutﬂm'i,ﬂutkirdﬂh'mﬁhdk
popular mind with the sewing-machine ™

Equally unducky was |, Murray Spanger, who invenced the
vacuum cleaner = or eleciric suction sweeper as he called it — at the
turm of the century in Mew Berlin, Ohio. Unable o make a smocess
of it, be rurned fior advice o W, H. Hoover, a local learher-goods
maker who knew nathing sbour elecrrical appliances bt dad
recogrize a business opportunity when it fell in his lap. Before long
there were Hoover factories all over the world, Hoover was
credired with a grear invention he had nothing to do wich, the
Biritish weere tarning his name into a verh, and |. Murray Spangler
was forgotten,

But perhaps the grestess hiscorical smub was char meted out to
Professor Joseph Henry of Princeton, who in 1831 invented the
telegraph. The word iell had been comed thirty-seven years
carlier by a Frenchman named Claude Chappe, for & kind of
semaphire sysem employed duning the French Revolution, and by
r&oz wubumawluypdmduc;ehqmmnfdl
types. Hemry not only had the idea of ransmitting messages as
coded elecmical impubses wia wires, but worked our all the
eszenbials chat would b necessary to make such a system feasible,
bust fior soumie reason he mever bothered to perfect, or more crucially
pacent, the process.

py L]
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Throughout his career More was the lucky beneficiary of men
mare generous and gitred than he. In Paris he persuaded Louis
Draguerre vo show him how his newly isvented
pmw He then rook it home wich him o America and

] A his ¢ by making pictores and
rdlmg,dtn l:h-tmmmlm the process the firse mo phowgraph a
tiving personj. O the same trip, he acrually stole a magner orocial
o long-distance velegraphy invented by Louis Bregwet, and tock it
home with him 1o scudy ar leisare,

It is almost impossihle o comceive ar this remove how the
welegraph asporished and captivared the workd. That news from
remote places could be conveyed instantansously o kcatons
bundreds of miles aAway was @5 miracubous 1o Amsericans as it
wouald be roday if someone announced a way to relepors humans
berween comtinenss. It was too mirsoalous for words, Wichan just
for years of Morse's firsc public demonstration, Amenica had fve
theoasand miles of felegraph wire and Morse was widely regarded
a8 the greatest man of his age.

Morse was kmocked from the pantheon by an invenon more
mmhﬂ“andhrmmimhnﬂpwk’lph.[u&g
oo the telephone, mvented by Alexander Graham Bell in 1876 (and
nat sericely am American invennon since Bell, & native of Edinburgh,
Scneland, didn't become a USS citizen until six years laer), Bell did mos
mhﬂlebumffhpbm.'ﬂuwnn]hndh:nmndsimdu;tjn‘.
and had been applied to 2 namber of deviors dessgned o produce
roise, from & kind of masical insrrument 1o a particulasdly kowd
foghiomn. Bell described his appliance on the patens applicarion as &
niw kind of ‘belegraphy’ and soon afterwards began referring to it an
‘checerical speaking nelephons’. Orhers commonly neferved 1o it in its
w-li:-' -lm as a “speaking relegraph’.

had become interested in the possibilicy of long-discance

sp-nd'l through his work with the deal (3 mishorrune dhar extended
10 both his wile and mother]. He was just pasenty-enghe and his
assistane, Thomas A, Warson, just twenry-one, when they made
their breakthrough on 10 March 1826, Despire their long and
dhose association, there was a formaliny in their relationship thar
was towching. It is notable thar Bell's first
communication was not “Tom, come here, 1 want you," bour "Sr
Warsem, conse here, | want you,”

1IE
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Than iell o a cabensed, well-conneced, bur generally unattractive
fellow from Charlestown, Massachusens, named Samuel Finley
Breese Morse. Maorse = Finley to family and friends = would have
been a man of disinction even if he had never perfecied the
telegraph. The sciom of a leading Mew England dan jhis grand
father had been president of Princeron], he was an accomplished
artist, » member of Britain's Royal Academy, 3 professor of fine
ares ar New York University, 2 dedicared dabbler in the crearive
soienges, and a would-be politician of distinordy reacrionary benr
(b ram mufulmlyﬂol'ﬁn?ﬂrh on & nmlmrl;rm-l:ifhollc
ticker and believed, among other chings, thar slavery was not justa
good thing bur divinely inspired), His consuming passion, how-
ever, was the idea of iransmining messages along wires, s che
extent that he abandoned his career and spent five desperarely
impoverished yeats perfecting the eelegraph and lobbying Congress
for handing. Fnally, im 1842, Congress — proving that it o seldom
maore than half smart — appropnated $30,000 for Morse's experi-
ments :ndi]upunmh q:erltn.du-oqualququr‘ NEw SCIEre

of mesmerism.

With his share of the funds, Morse strung a wire berween
Washingron and Baltimore and on 51 May 1844 sens the Arst
telegraphic message (in would noo be calied & relegram for another
rwelve years), Every schoolchild knows thar this first message was
“What hath God wroaght™ In face, it was not. The first message
was ‘Everything worked well." The more amous and ringing
words, chosen not by Morse but by the davgheer of the Comims-
soner of Patents, came at a laser public demnonstration. Morse's
anly real invention was the ssmple code that bears his name.® Much
af the rest was utterly bevond him. To build 2 working telegraph,
Morse not only stole lawishly from Henry's original papers, but
when sruck would call on the eminent scienriss for guidance. For
vears, Henry encouraged and assisted his efforrs, Yer Lacer, when
Morse had grown immensely famous and rich, he refused o
acknowledge even the slightest degree of debst to his mengor.

* Ar is @ miwrh, dpadenially, dhan ST mands foar s owv ghap or g our soait. o
seansds for maothing, In was chisen e 3 Jmmos signal sr an imomasional confeeencs in
w0 e bescamme it hasd amy mesning bui bmmwmhrﬂrﬂnlﬂmhﬂv-
dashes, thorr don) werr impls i transmit,
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Flushed with excitement, Bell and Watson demonstrated their
new device 0o Western Unkoa, bue the company's executives — why
does chis seem 50 inevitable? — faled ro see ics potential, *Mr Bell,
they wrote to hin, *after careful consideranon of your §
wﬁk:tu:mmmvﬂw,ﬂh:mmﬂu
conclusion that it has po commercial inies,” adding that they
saw no futare for “an elecrrical 1oy, ™ Forrunately for Bell, cthers
were not o shorr-sighted, Within just foar years of its invention,
America had o000 relephones. In the nexr rwenty years that
figure would increase to over six million, and Bell's relephone
company, remamed American Telephone and Telegraph, would
become the largest corporation in Amenica, with sock worth
$1.000 a share. The Bell patent (Mo. 174.465) became the single
most valusble pavent in history,”” The speed with which the
telephone inssnuated irself ingo American life is indicared by the
Ewcr thar by the exrly 18805 when a person said ‘Tl call you® n was
raken to mean by welephone = or phone, as it was it was already
familiarly known.

Bell sold his interests in the rebephone in 1881 and devooed
himself ro other scentific pursvits. He invented aileroms for

airplanes, and made sagnificant comtributions to the phonograph,
theiron lang, the photoebectric cell and water desalination "qu:n
President Garfield lay dying from bullet wounds, Bell was the
natural candsdate to try to save him.

The telephone mot only brought instamt oomnwhcathon o
millions, but enriched American English in a way the tebegraph
never had, Scores of new words entered che language or were given
new meaning. Operator was carrent by the lare 18708, a8 was
‘Hello, central’, the phrase universally ased before the introduction
of dial phones. “Mumber, please?” dares from 1895, 35 does
telephone booth, Yellow pages and information first appeared in
1906, telephong directoryin 1oy (the Rirsy, listing fifry subscribers,
appeared in New Haven, Connecricut), and book in
19152 Thar year abso saw che introduction of cosst-focnast
service, Iy ook almost hali am hour co make all the conmecrions and
the minimam charge was $2o0.70.

At furst were 10t sure what to say in response oo 2 inging.
phone. Edison thought callers shoald answer with a jaunty 'Ahoy?
and that was the word habitually wsed by the first telephone
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operaror, one George Coy of Mew Haven. [mlrmﬂznpﬂlm
were employed ar first, As so aften happens with new tech
women weren't allowed anywhere near it wneil the nowelry Thad
worn off.) Chthers said, *Yes!" or “What?' and many merely picked
up the receiver and bistened hopefally. The problem was such that
magazines ran long articles explaining the etiquerte of phome use.

Tndﬂ.j', America is the most nation on earth.
Minety-three per cent of Amencan bomes have a phone and almost 7o
per cent have rwo phones, a level of penetration no other matson but
Canada comes anywhere near equalling, and exch household maloes
Or receives on average 3,516 calls per year,™ a fAigure astoniching to
almast all ather peaple in the workd,

Such was the outpourng of mventicns im the lare ninereenth cenmury
that in 18599 Charles Duell resigned as head of the U5 Patent Office
declaring thar *everything that can be invensed bas been mveneed” ?!
As patent applcations proliferated and grew ever more arcane, the
defitition of what constinies a patentable invengion had to be revised.
T ehee early years a prodoct o device had notonly vo be new bus also
demonsrably wsehal. From 1880 o 1952 the law was refimed w
require that an Invention constitare a genuaine breakthrough rather
than a mere modificanon. By 1951 that definition was beld to be too
ambiguoas and a new standard wan adopted. Since then, #n invention
st merely be ‘monobvisus™, ™

From she nguistic poimt of view, it is interesting to pote how
ﬂdﬂnhmd@mmpl mldﬂ'ﬂumbrudﬂ“
mow know them. Bell, as we have seen, described ks most famous
mvenhon a5 ‘telegraghy’. Hiram Maam didn’t wse the word
e nee-gum — wmmnﬂﬂpmaummmm bt
the more precise “aatomaric nrl Edisom called his lighe-balb an
“electric lamp'. Joseph Glidden showed a small siroke of genius in
mventing barbed wire, 2 material that transformed the 'West, bat
rather bess in naming st; he described it on the patent applicacion as
‘wire-fences’. The cash eeglseer began hife as the “lncorrapeble
Cashier” — 30 called becsuse every dip imte the oll was announced
with a noisy bell, thus maksng i harder for cashiers m engage in
illicit delvings amaong the rakings. (For much the same reason, sarly
owmers discovered that if they charged odd amounts like forty-nime
cents or nenety-mne cents the cashier would very probably have o
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As the rwentieth century dawned, snill more werims designatng
wealth entered the language: fo be an sasy street {1921}, hgﬁ,ﬂllr
[vgpey), sidemg preity (1910). And ventors continued pgring
names o their processes thar the world ignored. When a rwenry-
year-obd recent gradusee of Comell named Willis Carner
developed the frae modern alr-condisioner in 1gas, he didn's call ie
that, but an “Apparatus for Treating Air’. The first eleciric stove
was called a “fireless cooker’, The first ball-poim pen was parented
&5 a ‘non-beaking, high alvipade wriing stick”, Baden and relevision,
as we shall see elsewhere, went by any nomber of names befare
senthing into their present, secmangly inewitable farms. Chester
Carlson imvented werography in 1941, bur called it ‘eleciro-

", And the transiseor, mvented by three rescarchers at
ATET Bell Labosatories in 1940, wai described on the parent
application a5 a “three-elecorode circuin element undizing semi-
conductive materials**

Abthouph America was unsirpassed st devising new com-
veniences, its consrant beng nowsands p liry —or pragratism, 3
rerm codngd by William James in 186§ — meanr thar ir wasn't
always s good at dealmg with more complicared systems. Many of
the great technological breakthroughs of the nineteerth century
didn's oocwr in America but in Europe. The car was inveneed in
'Gerlu.nr and the rado 1m llalr. just as radar, H'brmmpur:r anxd the
iet emgine would larer be inveneed in Bevtain, But where America
couldn’t be rouched was in i capacicy coexploi new rechaologics,
and no ome was berter at chis than Thomas Alva Edison.

Edison was the archetypal Amencan pragmagia.  Latin,
Pﬁlbﬂ;ﬂ'l)’ and other such esotenic pursuits he desmissed as ninny

What he wanted were useful inventions char would make
Mtnmayuthhﬁnrlhcmnnd bring umtald wealth o him.
With 1,001 patents to his name (though many of these were in fact
invented by his employees) Edison has almost owice a5 many
jpasenis as his nearess rival, Edwin Land {ievencor of the Polaroid
cameral, and no one gave the world a greater range of produces that
hawe hecome cemral ro modern life.,

Edison’s character was not, to put it chariably, aliogether
unflawed. He conmved agunst competitars, took persanal credit
for inventions char were nor bis, drove his assiseanes oo breaking
poin (they were known as che frsosmia Sguad and when all else

Tié
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open the drawer to extracs a penny change, thas obviarisg the
possibilicy of the dresded unrecorded transaction. It was anly later
that it dawned on merchanis thar 3 som like $r.95 had the odd
sublimanal qualsty of seeming markedly cheaper than $2.) The
escalator began life as the “Reno Inclined Elevasor’, mamsed for s
mventor, Jesse Reno, whio installed the first one at the Old Irom Fier
an Coney liland in 1 894, Ercalator was the trade name used by the
Oris Elevasor Company when it joioed the marker with a version of
b oW i |g-un.h.:foryu:;afurwprd|nmml:ﬂkﬂditn
miciabele siarruay. {The modern word escalote, incidemtally, is a
back-formation from escalator |

Amang such company, the typewriver, paremted in 1868 by
ﬁn.ﬂnp"ﬂ: Llﬂumh:ﬁui'hﬂwm upl:bq Type-Writer, was
unusgal for preserving its original designation, though earlier
muxhels went by a variety of names, from prerodype to srechamical
chirographer, and Shobts bimsell comsidered calling it 3 writing
mwmm Sholes's easlicsr models had scme
notable drawbacdks. They prineed ondy capital letters and the keys
tended 1o jam. At frg, the betters were arraped in alphabetical
order, an arrangement hinted at on moedeen keyboards by e
sequences F=G=H, [=K=L and O=F, bur the facr char mo rwo ocher
letters are alphabetical, that the most popular letters are not
only banished o the periphery but given mostly o the left hand
while the right i left with a sprnkling of secondary lerers,
puncraarion marks and liele-used symbals, are vivid reminders
of the morent to which Sholes had to sbandon common eense and
arder just to make the damn thing work. There i a certain piguant
irony im the thought thar every tme you stab inepily st the lener o
with the listle finger of your left hand, you are commemoraring the
engmneering inadequacies of a nineveenth-cenmury imvensor,

Ta test the machines, a mechanic at Shaoles's Milwankee facmry
repartedly took to ryping ‘Mow is the tme for all good men g0 come
o the asd of the party” = no one knows why — which s apparenty
mm:mmmhﬂmimﬁ{ﬁhmnmﬂm
weshing & keyboard or limbering up the fingers.™* Mark Twain,

,wuﬁeﬁmptmmmm:bmkmltrpemﬂrw

hine as he msisted on calling it. He claimed in an
mwlnm:h:nwummﬁmm
Bt s menwory was faulry. [t was in fact Life ow the Mississippa,*

g
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failed did nor hessare to resom o bribery, slipping Mew Jersey
ll:mslnmr: $1,000 each o produce laws favourable o his
interests ™ I not an owtright liar, he was cerainly often
economical with the truth. The popular stary, which he did nathing
o dispel, was that a width of 3¢ mm was chosen for movie film
because when one of his mensons asked how wade the Blm should be
he crooked a inger and chumb and said, *Oh, abowt this wide.' In
Facr, a5 Douglas Colling points oat, it is far more probable thae
racher thaa devise his own flm, he used Eodak film, whach was nor
only 70 mm wids bur o feet long. When cur down the middle it
would conweniently yield 1oo feer of 35 mm filen = curicussly, the
precise dimensions of Edison's firse

When George Westinghouse' snnﬂ:lmd iR retraspect, seperios
alcernating current electrical system began o challenge che direcr
current system in which Edison had mvested much efforr and
maney, Edison produced an eighry-riree-page bookler enticled A
Warsmng! Fram The Edison Elecinic Light Co. flled with alarmimg
{and possibly foiticus) tales of innocens people who had been
killed by coming in contacy with Wessinghouse™s dangerously
unreliable AC cables.® To drive home his point, he paid neighbour-
biood children rwenry-five cents each 1o bring him siray dogs, then
wugpd elabarare demonscrations for the Press ar which the animals
were dampened to improve their conducrivity, strapped o tn
sheecs and slowly dispacched with increasing doses of alernating
current.*"

Bust his boldest — and certainly rackiest ~ public relasions exercise
was to enginesr the workd's firsr ebectrical exscution wsing kis
rival’s abermaring current in the hope of proving once and for all ics
inkerent dargers. The wicrim selected For the exercise was one
William Kemmler, an inmaze ar Auburn Scace Prison in Bew York,
wha had gor himseli invo this unformnate fix by budgeoning o
death his girliviend. The experiment was nog a success. 5ora|
imoo an ebeceric chair with his hands immersed in buckers of salo
wearer, Kemmiler was subjecnsd vo 1,600 vols of alvermaring carment

* Though Wemnghume i sassciansd in the populsr mind with slecrmiory, B
it fifner came brom the mvemeen of sirdeikes for sramd. Before shis welul
devrlaprnen orims coukd osly e in o of fwo Wiy by having brilemes maneslly
wwm 3 haed-wheel o each cae, o lebormo process, of by oeshing ire somerhing
wnlid, likr smorher mamn,

Iy
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bor fifty seconds, He gasped a grear deal, lost consciounsness and
even began to smoudder a lictle, but conspicoously he failed ro die.
Mot wntil 2 second, maore foeceful charge was appled dod be fnally
expire. It was a messy, ugly death and wholly undermined Edison’s
imtenticns. Alvernating current was soon the norm,

O linguistic imterest is the small, forgooten argement over what
o call the basimess of depriving a person of has life by means of a
severe elecrrical discharge. Edison, always am enthusiasy far novel
nomenclature, variously swggested elsciromort, dymamort and
amipernrort before seizing  with  celling  enthusiassn on fo
westinghouse, but none of these caught on. Many newspapers at
first wrote thae Kemenber was 10 be electrized, but soan changed
that o electrocuted and before loag elecrrocwtion was a word
familiar to everpone, not beast those on death row.

Edisom was to be sure a brilliamt invensor, with a rare gift for
CONEng genius from his employees, bur where he maly excelled was
as an organizer of systems. The iovention of the light-balb® was a
wondnos thing, but of not much practical use when no one had 2
sacket to plag itinmo, Edison and his rireless warkers had vo design
nlrlh.l.ildﬂ'l:erlh.r\eqﬂem ﬁmmbd:,hnmpumm!imm
cheap an-imhbkwiina‘ 1o lamp-stands and switches, 1n ches be
left Westinghouse and all other competinors scanding.

Thee first experimenital power plant was built in rwo semi-derelict
busldings on Pearl Sareet, lower Manhartan, and an 4 Seprember
r#8: Edimon threw a swiech dtni]hrnimu'nd, if bar fainady, So0
flickering bulbs all over southern Manhattan, Wich incredible
speed elecmic lighting became the wonder of the age.®” Within
muanchs Edison had ser up no tewer than 3 3.4 small sbecrrical planis
all over the wordd. Cannaly he put them m places where deey would
be sure w0 achieve maximam impace: on the Mew Yok Seock

* Cunously, although ceofyone rein o e ohio o o iyghi e, fre dicwnarics
do, Thee Awwrvicam Plersage Ars edimon| hay bphibours, ok mer and
ey oebers iy aimilar vein, bui no ekt baik, N you wisk s know what thai objoct is,
you men book amder measdeener g, #-Irhh#rkrwhm.m-lt
Wagmalli Rievised Sanderd Dhetiomary devetes ;,m-a.q.h,npd_
dermwsoves, bun agssm maker no oennca of fght Beib Wabarers Sevond Mew
M.ﬂ.ﬁ-ﬂh--ﬂ-ﬁd*bﬂmmmh—
mnhm&kmm Huuulnldmurh-' Heuldoul.l:m
wll hawre b fom L. In - M arw dha
e, | cam's explian a1,
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Exchange, in the Palmer House Horel in Chicago, La Scals opers
hosmse in Milan, the di.nirg-m-nn of the House of Commons in
London, All this made Edison, and America, i rich. By
1920 it was estimated that che industries spawned by his inventions
amd business pursaits — from ebecersc lighting vo motion pacmares —
were worth an aggregace Szr.6 billson, Nuudwrpumdtd mare
o make America an economic power. '

Edison’s orher grear innovarion was the seing up of a laborarory
wirh the express parpose of making rechnological breakthroughs
with commercial potential. Before long many leading corpora-
thoms, untlehT&T,G:nﬂ'llElcm‘irlld Mnut,mdﬂi.ugﬂw
same. Practical science, elsewhere the preserve of academics, had
bhecome in America the work of capitalists.

A the nineteenth century progressed and small comparnies grew
into mighty corporations, the pew bresd of magnates mql.-ml
increasingly grand and imposing headquarrers, Formnately, their

need for office mc«mded with the devebopment of a radical

type of building: the skyscraper, Before the 18%cs, buildings of
more than or mine storeys were impracticable. Such a
STTUCTRrE, m

of brick, would require sa much support as e
preclude l:IPﬂ'HI"F for windows ur:g doors on the lower floors.
However, 3 number of small mnovanions and one large one
suddenly made skyscrapers a practical proposition. The lasge
imnovation was curtain walling, & dadding of non-weight-bearing
materials hung on a sreel skeleron, which made tall buildings much
eagier mo bhuild.

Skyscraper had existed in English since 1794, burhldbﬂ:n
applied v amy number of other chings: & top har, a high
early baseball, the loftiest sail on a merchany ship. It was l'il'
applied 10 a building in 1388 {though skyscraping budding was
used four years carlier), and not in Mew York, as one might expect,
bur in Chicage. Throughowt the last quarter of the nincteenth
cennary Chicago led the world in the engineering of large strus-
rured, and for one very pood reason: it had burned down in 1871,
The Brst skyscraper was the Home Insurance Building in Chacago,
buile in 188 31—, and soon followed by the Leiter Building (2 88%),
the Relsamce Building (1 Bg4), and the Carson, Pirie, Scorr Building
{1899). Soon skyserapers were transforming cifyscapes (am
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Americanisr of 1850) all acvoss the nation and so altering people's
ey of losoloing &t civhes a8 vo give new meandng to the word slpline,
‘which origmally was a synonym bor horizon but toak on it modern
sense in 1Ag6.

1 Chicago was the birthplace of the skyscraper, Bew Yock soon
became ics spirinaal hoeme, The ciry’s firse skyscraper, the rwenry-
rwo-starey Mew York World Budlding, opened in 1890 and soon
Mamharran was gleaming with rall rowers - the Pulitzer Building of
1Bsz (300 foet), the Flatiron Bailding (19e3; 285 fert), Times
Tower [1904; 181 beet), Singer Hl.l']li'ng (19o8; éoo beet),
Metropolinan  Life Tower [1goe; yoo beer), and finally the
Woolworth Building, built in 1913 and soaring 1o 792 feer. ™

With £8 floors and space for 14,000 workers, the Wooksorh
Building seemed umsurpassable — and for sevenreen years it
remained the warld's talless buibding. Mo undl 1930 was the
Woolwornty Building desplaced by the Chrysler Building, which
with 77 storeys and a beaght of t.048 feet was neacly hall as big
again. The Chrysler Building was only planned ro be 925 feer call,
beat at the same time a rival began work on a bailding at
40 Wall Sareer thar was planned 1o be revo beet higher, In order noo
to be beaten, the Chrysler It.n'klilg‘i architect, William Van Alen,
hestily and secresly designed the 125-foot-high art deco spare that
remating to this day the buailding’s glory. The spine was assembled
imside the building and hoisted trium, Iy into place jast as g0
Wall Sereer was being complersd® The Chrysler Building's

i emimence wis pairchally short-lived, Before it was even
completed work had begun on a more ambinous projec on Filth
Avenue, on the site of the onginal Waldord-Astoria Hotel. There
the Empire Scate Bualding began 1o rise, When completed the
followwing vear it soared 1,250 feet and 1oz sboreys, a record thar
woukd stand for forry-theee vears. anal the erection of the pro-
SIOTEY, :ﬁg.q.-fm-h@ and beart-swoppingly ugly Sears Tower in

1 1Fvy.

Steel-frame consmacrion and curtain walling made il buildings
passible, but they didn’t make them mecessandy usable. For dhat,
counthess secondary inmovations were nesded, amoag them ithe
revalving door, withcat which drasghts would be all bt unconeroli-
whle, heighteming fire risks and making effecrive heading and cooling
am imnpeossibality, and, abave all, switt, safe passenger Lifs,
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The lift was not, as is commonly supposed and even sometimes
stated, the invention of Elisha Graves Ons. Howts and lifes had
been around for years when Otis sprang o fame in the late 18 gos.
Crris never prevended 1o have invented the lifr, His contribution was
merely to come up with a simple, reliable device - a spring
mechanism wirh gripper cogs — thar made vertical passenger travel
gafe. A born showman, Os travelled the world giving demonstra-
cions of the safety of his lifts. Standing in a heavily wesghied lifr, he
would have himself hoisted thirry feet of so above the ground, and
woald then call to an assistans 1o cur the rope, The audience would
gasp, but instead of crashang to the floor, the lLife would merely drop
an inch or so and stay there. He sold the devices by the hundreds.
{Even so, sarly lifts were by no means foolproof. In se11 the New
York Tribure reported that i the previous two years at lexss 2 6o
people had been injured or killed in hift acaidents. )

Skyscrapers may have rransformed the appearance of dhe
American city, bur they have done surprisingly bimde for
linguistically. According to several sources, the Flatiron Bulding m
Mew York was responsible for the expression fwemry-three
shiddoo, the idea being that the curiows angular geometry of the
buildimg creased unusual draughis that lifed dhe skirs of women

assing on Twenty-third Street, to such an extent that men

ﬁugin;g,m: there in the bopes of catching a glimpee of stockinged
leg. And the police, in response, ook to moving them on with the
wuwlﬂ! entreaty ‘Hey, you = mntraﬂ'm:: skiddoo! Unfortu-
mately, there 15 not a shred of evidence to support the story.
Skiddoo, meaning ‘scram’ oF ‘scar’, i known to have been the
invention of the linguistically prolific carvoonist T. A. *Tad" Dorgan
in the cady years of this century, bat how or why fuenty-three
became immutably amociated with it is, like so much else,
anybody’s guess.
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Soon after the Milwankee Railroad began I:riﬁ rack across
Washingron seate in the 15708, a vice-president of the company
was given the task of naming thirty-two new communitees that
were to be built along the line. Evidently not a man with poetry in
his soul, he appears o have selected the names by wandering
through his house and choosing whatever objects his eye happened
to light on. He named the towns afrer everyrhing from poets
(Whittier) and plays (Othelle) to common household foods
{Ralzton and Puring). One town he named Laconia *afrer what |
thought was Laconia in Switzerand Jocated high up among the
Alps, but in loaking over the Swiss map this morning | am unableto
find = place of that name there'.! Laconia was, in fact, a region of
clagsical Greece, 23 well as a town in New Hampshire. Never mind.
Wherever it was from, Laconia ar least had a kind of ring o it, and
was certainly better than being named for groceries.

This is by way of making the point that no people in modern
history have been confronted with a larger parch of emptiness o fill
with names than those who sertled America, or have gone abour it
in more serikingly diverse ways, According o George B. Stewar,
the prearsst of American toponymists (that is, one who studies
place-names), as of 197¢ America had probably 3.5 million named
places, plus another million or 50 named places thar no longer
existed (among them, Purina and Laconia, Washingron). There is
almost nothing, it would appear, thar hasn't inspired an American
place name ar some time or other. In addition to breakfast foods
and Shakespearean plays, Americans have had rowns named for

Iiz
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radia ragrdmmes [Truth or Gunmquﬂ\:u.. MNew Mexion], towns

rbcjhr cowboy stars (Gene Autrey, Oklaboma), towns named
for forgareen heroes (Hameramck, Michigan, named for a Major
John Hameramck], vowns that you may give thanks youdon 't come
from (Toad Suck, Arkansas, and béotville, Oregon, spring to
mindj, at beast one pown named for A perso mmodmmleﬂt his.
name lh‘ln*!bu E:hluml:.'l and iho 1 upan tho b of
others with more prosaic or boring erymodogies (noe forgeming
Boring, Maryland).

The first colonists, as we poted earlier, were spared the
immediare task of giving names m the land simce much of the
eastern seaboard was named already. But as they spread oue and
formed new seslements chey had to armve at some system for
labelling wnfamibiar landmarks and new communities. The most
convenient device was o transber names from England. Thus the
gllder statss abound in names thar hawe counterparts across the sea:
Boston, Dedham, Bramgres, Greedwich, lpswich, Sodbury,
Cambridge and scores of others. An cqually simphe ex L was
to honour members of the royal family, as wa arlestown,
Jamsesrown, Maryland and Carolina, Many of these namses, it is

nating, were pronounced quire diferently inthe seventzenth
cenfury. Charbestown, Massachusetts, was “*Charlron”. Januestown
was Jimson’ or even 'J'lrnmri — 4 pronumsciation preserved in
,mmu.rru . a poisonous plant fow mrgzwmgﬂ'bmeh I|.arrr|ir|,g
QUERDTIGIES, 2 Giresnwich was promounced "grennitch’, but over fime
came m be pronounced as spelled. Omly !IF.H:\E about 1925,
according to Krapp, has ot revereed co the orgnal.”

Pour the colamss :mplng.re.d a third, rather les n'lrwnus,rruﬂmd.
for place-maming, They horrowed from the Induans. As we know,
the native languages of the eastern seabeard were forbiddingly
comphex and nowhere more 3o thap with cheir names, yet the
codonists showed an extraordinary willingness not only to o
Indian names but to record chem with some fidelity. Even now the
eaprern sares wre scartered with Indian names of ATTESTINg d:nsily.'
Anasagunticook, Mattawambkeag, Mesvwadnehunk, Mollidewan-

ticook, Mukacongamoc, and Pongowayhaymaock, Maine; Youghi-
ogheny and Kishecoquillas, I‘:rhnq.-hanﬂ Cuacamguasic and
Cochichewick, Maszach w Conmectiout;
Missequogne, Mew York.

Omnee there were many more, Until 1906, Mew Hampshine had &

&%
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their oripns m Rackawackes. Moskitw-aube became, almost
nmbl'r,l{nﬂun Hiwrk, Dmmbemdupwly
accessible Chrpboxy, Mo Mams Land island in Massachuserts
commemorates ot some forgotten incadent, bat i taken from an
Indiam chief named Tequemcwrran, The list poes on and on,
Tickienaked, Smackover, Pobamoonskine, Poo Ram, Zilly Boy
and countless other resomant place-nsmes are the result of the
confasion or comic adeptabilicy of early colonial serthers.

Mon-Indisn names likewise somerimes underwent a kind of folk
evolution. Burdimgtom, Delaware, was ongnally called
Bricllington, after the town in Yarkshire.” Mewurk is 4 shomening
of Mewr Ark of the Covemant. Teaneck was a folk sdapration of the
Dwutch family name Temepck. Newporr News has nothing o do
with news; it was osiginally New Port Newee and named for the
Miewee family that seetled there.”

Alchouagh Indian names occasionally were bost in this process — s
when Cappascack became Martha's Vieeypard or Mattapan was
mammed inte Dorchester = for the most pary Masive American names
have proved remarkably darable. You have only 1o casc an eye over
nnupu!ﬁelhihﬂ!&uummehw:ﬂrwdimrﬂprid:ih
heritage of Indian names is. In his dassic sady MNames oo the Land,
George B Stewart noees that "26 states [now 27; Alaska has been
added since he wrote], 18 of the greatest cities, and most of the
larger lakes and bonger rivers” all owe thet names to the Indians.
The sentiment s trae emough, but the specifics demand some
qualifyimg. For one thing, many ‘Indian’ names were never umened
by amy lodiam — Imdigma being the mose obviouws example,
Oielaboma was & word coined in Congress, It employed Choctaw
elements bt pot in any way ever used by the Choctaws themselwes.
Wynsremg was taken from a sentimental poem of the carly 18008
called Gertrude of Wyoming', commemaraning 3 massacre. The
posen was 50 popular thar communinies all over the country were
given the mame before it was applied in 1868 1o 8 Western termitory
in which ir kad no knguistic relevance, Idabo, even more absardly,
had no meaning whatever, lrsimply sounded ro ninereenth-cenrury
Congressmen like a good Indian word.

Indian town namies, oo, often arose not ous of amy kistorical
conmection, but under the impulse of the icism that swept
the couptry in the ninsteenth century. All the many Hiswathas
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strcam called the Quobquinapaskesamanagnog, but then the
chwerrhess. bureaucrats ar the Board on Geographic Mames in
Wd:llpuﬁuhtraﬂrdllnpdltmbdmﬁuh_hm fashion
the: rrnch boved C i --rllmrwu Enened inte
the succinaly snmemorable Duck.® The people of Webster,
M:mmhﬁ:hmwﬁndl postcards), continme

take pride in th budy of water named on 2 sigaboard as
‘Lakee
which is sadd 1o be Nipmuck for “You fith on that side, Il fish on

this side, and no one will fish in the middle.” Such is the hyprotc
formidableness of its many syllables that che sign added an
mmﬁmmﬂrwm 't be there. In
any case, the name is mo longer official

Ovfgen, &5 you m#nanw.hhnmmwmuhm&m
mutativms before sertling into their modern forms. Comnectica
was variowmsly - recorded as  Quomectacel, (wonawghticur,
Crwmmileicay, Competivor and many others before arr ata
perm af letvers. Cayahoga was at ﬁ“:n&l
speelbed Cijaboga, John Smarh recorded Susquebarss as Saiguessa-

E imn kewia-ke, app d in a vamety of guises = Kamhack,
Cairetsack, Kestuch and Kemtuche — apd wis generally pronounced
with just two syables until the niseteenth century. Mnf:ﬂ'nll]a.
speflings have been recorded for Winnipesaukes, perhaps nog
sarprisingly. Masnésoa has been everything from Méenesodor to
Menisorhé o Mimmry Sotor* Oregon has appeared as Quwaricon,
Cluragon, Chergas and Cwrigan. Even Kamsas has had 140
speﬂl'ng:. Mitoamkes, Arst recorded im 1679 as Melleoki, roamed
frecly through che alphaber as Meleke, Mitioki, Milwarik,
Milsacky, Muilwabkie and many others before settling into it
permanent form as recently as 18.44. Probably the liveliest diversity
n{ Elmmhbﬂumﬂmﬂw which in i early days was
Flumh;gﬂ, S’nﬂh@m Teckabha,
thﬁnnm&ﬁmlp Shakakko, Stkachango and abmost any other
remosely similar combmation you could chink of,
Indiam names trequently evohved inme borms that disgaised their

Jersey, grew owr of Waakaack, whibs Long Island"s l,odqul:n Busdd
LRE |
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avee their exisence oot the the Mohawk chief bat mo the posm by
Longfellow. The grear Semmnode chiel Crceola never went any-
where near lovea, bar there is o rown there nadived for ki, Even
when an Indian place-mame has some hisrorical veracity, o was
often applied relatively late. Agawam, Massachuserts, for instance,
ok s place on the map rwe imdred years after the nearky bown
of Ipswich did,

As America moved west, the need for names grew apace. For a
v, the Bashion was po give classical names ro new communiries -
hence the proliferation, panticulary anvong those seares thar received
the firss westeard migranions, of dlassical names: Cincienati, Tray,
Utica, Athens, Corimth, Memplris, Sparta, Ciceva, Carthage, Cairo,
Hammibad, even Ramea and ju'frrl:. The residents of one town in Mew
York evidently grew so wearied by the warsous spellings that artached
themselves 1o their bown - Semigkerr, Sinmnepar, Seamicky — tha they
seized the appormunicy 1o give the place hoth consissency and classical
credihiliry by making ir Saeca.

Another approsch, and one that grew increasingly commwn as
Americans plunged still further west, was to name places and
Landmarks after peaple, usually their founders bat often someane
deemed 10 have admarable quativies, In the Madwest especialily,
every state i dotred with communities bearing the name of some
forgomen pioneer or hera of the ninereenth cenmary. In bowa you
can find Webster City, Mason Ciry, Ames, Andubon, Charles Ciry,
Grmnel] {mamed by and not foe the man whe took Hosace Greeley's
advice b g west, young man®} and perhaps ran humdeed others in
# similar vein. A Motable (if seldom noted] feanure of American
place-names is how many of the langer cmes honoar pe hardly
amyone has ever heard of. There are no great ames na Franklin
o Jeflerson, bart there is & Dialias, Iv was named for George Madilin
[rallaz, wha rose 1o the cercain sbsouriny of che Vice-Presidency
wnder James K. Palk and then =ank from haseory like @ some
dropped m deep water Cleveland {origimally spelled Cleqeefand) is
named for a forgotten Connecticut lawyer, Moses Cleaveland, wheo
owned the land on whach in sood bur never boghered oo viur the
communay that bears his name. Denver commenoranss 3 govemon
of the Kansas Terricory. It is not that these paople were deemed
especialty worthy of having great cities named afier them, bt that
the communities grew o greatiess later.
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Teming was all in chese marers, Lewis Cans’s nearest brush wath
i ity was o be defeared by Zachary szbnr in the TH48
pmilk:lh:l election, bat conmties in nime staces are named for him
none the Jess. Taplor had to be convent with just seven coanty
names — though that is perhaps seven more than a longer view of
history would grant him. Henry Clay, the Kentacky senator and
rwice failed presidential camdsdave, did bemer than both puc
wogether. He is honoursd with counry names im no fewer than
eightesn stares, You cam search the West for notable commemaora-
tions of Lewis and Clark and find almoss noching, bus Zebulon Pike
is grandly honoured with 2 mountain peak be never dimbed or
even got very dose ro (he merely sigheed it from afar). Even Warren
Ge. Harding, a President whose greatest conimibarion o American
history was to die in office, has a counry named in his bonour in
Mew Mexico, Only George Washington gog anything approaching
has juast reward, receiving the approbartion of 2 swate, the natian's
caputal, 35 counties and ar leass 120 communities."” Once there
were cven mewe. Cincinnati, for example, began life as For
Washington.

Ci¥een Americans arrived in a plnc:m fndd in ih‘ﬂlﬂ"‘ nameed, The
process began with the names the Dutch lef behimd when they gave
up their hold on Meeww Amsserdam. The British hastly changed
that to Mew York = tn hanouar of the Duke of York, and not the
histanic English city = but achers required a lirle linguissic sargery.
Haarlem was shomn of a vowel, Viismgen was transformed inno
Flushing, and Bremketyr became Frooklye (and at one poing
looked like evolving further into Brookland)."' Dewrel Bogt begar
Turtle Bay, Viachier Bosch hecame Fhﬂm;k, w became
Tenafly, Bompties Hoek became Bombay Hook, and Awtomies
Mewis became Anthony's Mose. As with the English and French, the
[rucch often rook Indian names and rendared chem into someching
mare palatable o cheir tongoes. Thus Hoposkar, a village across
the river from Manhartan, became Hoboken.

Fursher west, the French left many handreds of names, 1a a sngle
summer in 1673, the explorers Marquere and Jollier ser down
eleven impartan: names that live on yer in the names of nvers or
cities (ofren both): Chicago, Des Moines, Wisconsin, Peoria,
Missouri, Osage, Omaha, Kamsas, lowa, Wabash and Arkansas,
though thoss weren't quire che spellings they used. To Marquerte
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smuall seetlem ents soon foll owed, among them Tortugas ithe second
aldest European place-mame in North America), 5t Augustine and

, This Jast named was never anything more than a hambe,
but the name somebow came o be applied to the vaguely defined
o mas interior. Eventually it attached sself to the mountain
themselves — hence, Appalachiens,

W the Spanish were modest in peopling their Morth American
sextlemenits, chey were often lavish, not to say excessive, when it
came o bestowing names upon them. To them Santa Fe was not
jusr 5anra Fe bar La Villa Real de la Santa Fe de San Francisco [The
Royal Ciry of the Holy Faith of Saint Francis), while the California
community thar we know as Los Angeles wenr by the daunringly
ambitioos name of El Pucblo de Msestra Sefiora la Beina de los
Ampeles del Rio Porcidinesla (The Tows of Our Lady the Quesn of
the Angels by the Limde-Portion Rliver), giving it nearly a5 many
syllables as residenns.

Orfven, as wirth Los Angeles and Santa Fe, these names beft behind
by the French and Spanish had t be shortened, re-spelled, or
otherwese modified 0 make them sit more comfortably on
English-speaking toagues. Thus L'Eau Froid ("oold water’), a lake
in Arkansas, was turned imto Low Freight. Mont Beaw, North
Carclina, evolved ints Monbo. Les Mont Verts became Lemon
Fair. Simalarly the Saskivou Mountains may be an adapeation of the
Fremch six canloues, six stones’. Waco, Texas, began as the Spanish
Hueca, while Key West was corrupted from Cayo Hueva, Bob
Huly, Muchigan, started life as Bois Brulé ' More often the
English-speaking settlers kept the spelling but adapted ws pronon-
ciarion. Des Momes, Detroir, ¢ Lovis and Hlenors are ohvious
examples of French words with non-French pronunciations, but
there are countless lesser-known ones, like Bois D" Arc, Missouri,
pronounced ‘bodark’, and De Blicus, Fortier, and Breazale,
Louisians, pranounced respectively ‘double-you’, ‘foshee’ and
"brazil”,

Odd promunciations are by no means exclusive o communities
with a foreign pedigres, Oifven foundess of rowns selected an exoic
name and then either didn't know how to pronounce it or decided
they had a bemer way. Thus we find Pompei, Michigan, pro-
nounotd ‘pom-pay-eye’, Russiaville and Peru, lndiana, a5 ‘roosha-
ville' and ‘pee-roo’, Versailles, Kenrncky as ‘vur-sales’, Fierre,
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and Jollset, the river was the Mescomsrmg. For reasons unknown,
dmwuntdmihdmmdwﬂmhfoumwdrntﬂn
meo English as Wi Iy Wabash
Mmhudfhmuﬁwnrmm imhw!-ft:sﬂw
somewhat  (ormadable  Chuscwisiomon.  The French  quickly
shortened this to the sill Ohesouia before English-
m:kln;uﬂhnﬁiuhtdhphhr:hm
lndjd.bﬂ‘:wzkem.eﬁtﬂd\q‘mnﬂdﬂs

:nde':pbﬁu For a cennery and a balf much of Ametica weszof the
Appaledhions was under French conmmol and che names on the
landscape necord the Eact: Michigan, Hlinos, Loaisiana, Detroat,
Batun Rouge, 5t Louwis, Chicago asd coantless others. Many of
thete names are of ancertain sgnificance. Chacago appears to be
from an Indian word meawing place thar stnks of onions”, and
Baton Rouge was evidently so called because in 1700 a party of
explorers came upon & red stake = a barow rouge — marking the
boundary between twe Indian hanting-gromnds and built a mading

there, bur Coeur &' Alene, the cry im bdaho, w umerly baffling.
i tramslaces as “heart of dwl®, and quate what the founders had i
mind by that is anybody's guess.'*

Mio less oof 2 mark was made by the Spanish. Though we rend
aggociate the Spamish with the sowb-wear, Spain's Amsencan
dominions stresched at one time across most of the continent, from
the Florida Eeys as far notrth as Alasks. Mesnphis wis once known
as San Fernamdo and Vickshurg as 'N'ni.ﬂei." Bur, preccoopeed
with ther holdimgs in Central and South Amenca and convinced
char Morch America was mosdy wonhless desert, the 5 h never
made moch of the lands to the north, By 1825, when Spain
withdrew from Morth Americs, les estaee north of the border
consisted of only a few scarrered garrisons and jpust three rowns
warthy of the name — Santa Fe, San Amonso and 51 Ausgustine,
though even chey couldn’ muster 10,000 otizens berween them.
(Mexico City by coatrast had a populsnon comfortably above
15o.e00) Even s, as | need bardly rell you, the Spanash left
handreds of names on the American landscape, includng the oldest
nan-Amerindian place-name in dee Unived Staves = Florida, or
‘place of flowers', so dubbed by Juean Ponce de Ledn when be
becams che first known Evropean o set foot on what would
evenmally become US soél, oo & Apnl 1513 Missions and other
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South Dakota, as “peer’, Bonne Terre, Missoari, as "bonny s,
Bearrice, Mebraska, as “be-at-riss”, Dante and Fries, Virginia, as
“dame* and “freeee’. [The joke in Fries i thas it is *fries” in summer
and “freezs’ in winter.]

If America had a gobden age of place-naming it would be the
maddle porrion of the nncteenth cennaty when in quick onder
Ch'qn-hnrdlec-hhnlﬂpldmhmdthenpemnla
iranscontimental ralbway saw hundreds of new spomg
up pracrically overmight. Often, a8 we saw an the stam of the
chapier, the naming of towns was befo 1o the railways, which not
only arbirarily bestowed tithes on new communities but sometimes
ook the oppormanaty to remsme existing omes, Marthasville,
Georgia, had ss new name = Aranta - farced on ie entirely against.
ity wishes by a railway official in 1845, Oecasbonally, as Mencken
noves, the first pessengers on a mew line wepe given the privilege of
naming the owns alomg the way'* Post Office othcials also
enjoyed free ren. Owe official, Seewart relabes, was said vo have
named post offices all aver the Wesr 'for prmwl.ly ali ehe kids and
babies in hiz immediage rignd” 1"

When the naming was left o wnolfical seurces, as weth the
rowns that sprang wp arcurd the minng camps in California, the
results were generally livelier. California briefly revelled in such
arrestimg, prographic designations as Murderer's Gulch, Guane
Hill, Chucklehead Diggings, Delarivm Tremens, Whiskey
Diggings, You Bet, Chicken Thief Flat, Poker Flar, Git-Up-And-
Git, Dead Mude, One Eye. Hell-out-for-Noon City, Pake and
Shitbrwches Creek.'" The pracice was by oo means coafined o
Calibornia. The whole of the West was soon dosred with colourful
namenclature = Tombstome, Arizonaz L".nppk Creek, Colorada;
Whiskey Dick Mountain, Washangion; Desd Bascard Peak,
Wyoming; and ochers beyond counting. Criten the more colouwrful
of these names were later quietly changed for reasons that doa't
always require dducidation, a8 with Two Tits, Californas, and Shit-
Hguase Moamrain, Arizona. Cnce, doubiless in corsequence of the
lomeliness of western life, the West had more Mipple Mauantains,
Tht Busres and the like than you could shake a stick at, Today we
must make do with the Teton Mowntains, whose mammary
implicarions are evident ondy m those whio ane pcmﬁnﬂl.! in French.
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Colourful appellations are not a uniquely western phenomenon,
bowever. Lunenberg County, ‘d"lpma,, once boasted a Fucking
Creek and a Tickle Cunt Branch,"” North Carolina had a Coldass
Creek, and Kentucky stll proudly boasrs a Sugar Tit. Indeed,
oddball names know no geographical bounds, as a brief sampling

Who'd A Thought I, Alshama
Eek, Alaska
Greasy Comer, Toad Suck and Turkey Scranch, Arkansas

Zm Wmn‘m

Rabbit Hash, Bug, and OF, hw.ldr_r
Bald Friar and Mumber Ming, Maryland.
Teaticket, Massachusens
Sleepy Eve and Dinkytown, Minnesot
Tightwad, Peculiar, Iml}uﬁ.'!'ml Missouri
Hot Cofiee and Goodiond, Mississippi
Wynot, Nebraska
Brainy Boro and Chessequake, New
Rabbir Shuffle, Stifflknes Knob and Shonﬂ:r Morth
Carolina
Knockemstifi, Pee Pes, Lickskiller, and Mudsock, Ohia
Bowlegs, Oklahoma
E-m Due West, South Carolina
ffle, Gizzards Cove and Zu Zu,Tennewsee
- Chocolare Bayou, Dong,
T.mnerwlk Em Diown, and Cut and Texas
Lick Fork, Undlanb and Tirzbe Flais, Virginia
Hurlpmlips and Shirtim Gulch, Washingron
Superior Bottom, Wesr Virginia
Embarrass, Wisconsin

Often a prosaic explanation lies buried in am arresting name.
Goodnight, Texas, has nothing to do with a memorable evening or
bedtime salutation. It simply recalls a Mr Goodnighe. S0, oo,
Humble and Oarmeal (named for a Mr Othneil), Texas, and
Riddle, ldaho. ﬂuylnl“alls,ﬂhm,duumf, as the name would
seem to suggest, have any connection with some early exploratory
sethack, but is simply a misrendering of the :umameoi Franqois
Séguin, an early French trader who sertled along the river from
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g ennities that the sinaarion had grown confusing. Many staves had as
Made in America = mlyuﬁn mwns lﬁd‘iﬁ-emnau&mm'r‘mm|
- which the town takes its name.™ The town and river were both headaches for the postal service. Hundreds of other features on the
commonly spelled Shagum until well into the nineteenth cenpary. landscape wene by two or more names, like the mountain near San
In the esstern seates, calourful names aften have cheir roots in che Dhego sometimees called Cloud Peak and somenmes called
rime &f & tavers or m. Sech, 4 bit ﬁnppbiﬂﬁ'nﬂ-r. 1 the case wath Cuyamaca, Then, ton, there were hundreds of places with variang
King of Prussia, Bhee Ball, Bird-in-Hand, Rising Sun, Bishop's apdli.np = like Alleghany, Wirginia; Allegany, Mew York; and
Head, Cross Keys and many orher curtously named rowns lying Albegheny, Pennsylvania.
mastly in or between Peansylvania and Virginia, ) I In 1890, to sort out the mess, Presadent Benjamin Harrison
The h;'mhm;m has secn an ﬂ“ﬁ;ﬂﬂ mercifully - Faunded the ter-man Board an Geographic Names, The board was
miererer, Fashoon bor giving cowns names thar it was hoped wou g g h .
someeheiw pur lhzmgn Ee map. Breakthroughs in scence often ?m:ﬂ&ﬁ:ﬁh&ﬂ i dl::: #1[:.“ irﬁw peach
s ga9 — no great authogity, [t cou EOVEERENT
prowided she qur, prompeing towm: to mame lor more ofic offices 1o use its speilings, bur w0 one else had to, and at first many
rename} themsthves Xeay, Radho, Gasoliar, Electron and Radium, dida’t. Cesduadly, b N lpxs
Boc Pre, Kanges, after puiiing np bir years with jokes corceming people L Iy, honweser, meds communities gave in o ies
the urinary habits of honey-making nsects, decsded 1o change it decisions whether they liked them ”I:’" rather in the way that
name oo something bess risible = and opted for Chesroler. l;ﬂm Wﬁ#ﬂm;&ﬁﬂ;ﬂ Service's insisteoce
Changing their names is something thar wans do more often rwo-leter ! 4 g .
than w&mm'q:l!expem Few communities have not changed their Early on the board cstablished thireeen guiding principles. The
mames an least oace, Scraman, Pennsylvania, has gome theowgh no first af these was the sensible Wﬂd"'““ﬁ'“? peneral in would be
fewer than cight nammes, the most nacable of which perhaps was its best to follow local custom. Unfornarately, this was not consistent
Firse: Skumk's Misery. Somerimes numes are changed for reasons of with the other twelve, all of which called for some deviation or
delicacy = ax when Screamerville became Chancellor or when other from hissoric practice. Ome ruling was thas places shoukd be
Swastika, Arizona., eransmated into Brilliang — bug just as ofven ic shom of unnecessary puncruation, so that Coeur d'Aléne lnst
was a desire by some real-estate developer to make the place sound stately circumiflex {though nofiu:pmuu?hbudhn}mém
more desirable. Thus Willmore Ciry, Califpmia, became Long deprived of a sliver of its Spanish heritage. 1 Aeche same time, alf
Beach, Roscoe became Sun Valley, Girard became Woodland Hills, towns ferminating in -burgh were instrucred o change o -burg,
lﬂmﬂf“mhﬁ?"rﬂm“ﬂllmmlﬁw whale all those ending in -borough were henceforth o read -horo,
 dence as, respectively, Chansller Estates and Valley Village, Merely Dieviart spellings like Centre were ordered Americanized. Cify and
changing the name can reporredly give property values an inszans Tinom, the board decreed, should be removed from place-names,
bowst of up o 15 per cent.?! Mellifsousness & generally given and names involving multiple words should be made ome word, so
priceity cver etymalogical considerations, a5 with Glendale, that all the New Castles and La Favertes became Mewcasiles and
E:Iﬁom;namt!h:tmmbmuhhnuh-ﬂlﬂush with the Lafayessrs. Many hundreds sfoames wers changed ac shonered 50
morthern English dafe o form a name that means “valley-valley™. that 3 place as formidably unproncuncesble as
Fracncally every ity in America can boast subdivisions whose Mo Munath i Duses, Alaks
mmum-uﬁ-ghulnphnguﬁulhuﬁu:dndnﬁnm mmwﬁ u ww B, fat
of whan sounds appealing: Wellingron Heighas, Canterbury Hills, twenty-three betters, the bongest name on the American landscape
Vista View Estates and the like. Somewhere, | suspect, there may md:lﬁ.ﬂh_tﬂ'iﬂ!ﬂ'}'. -
evem be a Lagonia Hrights. All of this would have been fractionally more rolerable had
By the late mineteenth century, America had accumulated so been applied with some degree of consistency, of which the board
many names for towns, lakes, moustaing and othes ropagraphical seemed wholly incapable. It couldn't even sende on a name for
L¥H LEL]
_—
-
Mimmes
Mad's i America inhabitants came up with the comrived, and inescapably non-
imself. A ! Geographi : sensical, mame Vermont. [E, as is apparent, their intenrion was to
Hﬁmﬂ?:;::lmdﬁdm Wimmm name it for the Green Mouniains, they should have called it Les
neovw is once again the Board on Geographic Mames. honts Verts. .ﬁs:u,mwhrnsummmrﬂmsl!lﬂ it means
in consequence of its decisons, ﬂm!nﬁmwpom'mmm‘ “worm-mountain’.**
lost much of irs distinctiveness and charm, and a good deal of ity But then quite 2 number of state names are, when you pause to
darity [an outsider could make 4 bettér stab ax pronounciy consider them, at leass famdy nonsensical. Missssiappi is a conious
Wil ks -Barré than Wills-Rarre), withowr pmm‘ anrﬂ:u-d}uq mame for a state thae pmemrmilhﬂ' the soarce nor the mouth of
the way of uniformity. lts decsions had am air of wehimsicality, i the river for which it = named and indeed owns only part of one
wak the aposcrophe owt of Pikes Pealr, bt beft it in Marthy'y bank. Mzsoun has more of the Mississippi Biver than Massssipp
Vimeyard. It ordered hundreds of commaunities o areal gamans theiy hias = but then Missouri abso has more of the Mississippi River than
nemees — making all the El Dorados into Eldorados, for instamce - it has of the Missouri River, and yet we call it Missouri. Rhode
bat quickly realized thac no one would accepe Mewyork o Bsland is not only not an idand, bat is not named for anyone o
Losangeles or Elpasa. It threw out hundreds of Indian names, bt anything called Rhode. Mevada is named for a chain of meustains
htp:l:undndmf:d‘hm ﬁlmmwlrmxmnngul_ﬂew that lies almost entirely in California. Wyoming. is named for
was b0 oy o a orate Ta0S names = (hanging nams’y Enﬁ:lbmnpuﬂn,l:ﬂifmni:fnra.m hical queen. Maime has no
SNIWNQIWWNWCHﬂ:WNﬂ:ﬁLM!ﬂ!}M -plnipmlu reason for lumE called IE::. ME:HI.B.I. and Idako are
= bist even here it dida's generally bq:nmlct anril the lmhﬂ mamed for nm“au.

‘&gnd‘ﬂ-t: :Em of b:s?:d fore mmlu:m: hovwever, the m ke o el n_ll e eyt it ml-"d
board was nothing short of relentdess, and even now }mm n:lm;h ocigimally rclerred only to the island in Narragansctt Bay on which
Mewpor: now stands, An early Dutch explorer called it Roodr

A o g i o ) s ,W@:;'mm Eylands for Red Island, after the colour of its soill and the name

cursouasly, often styled ieself Pittshurg bebore the board came evenrually evolved into a form more palatable vo English sensi-
and gor the ‘mr?mm dander up. (Pimsburgh was .::f bilities afver Roger Williams founded Providence Plantarion there
incidentally, for the Bricish staresman William Pitt by a Scomsh in 1636, The state’s full official name is Rbode Idand and
immigrans who almost certamby ntended it o be pronounoed Providence Flantations. Maine comes from an archaie sense of
‘pictshurya’.) In t8a1, in one of its eardies decisiond, the boand s meaning gread of privcipal. The Atdantc was sometimes
wrdered the city to call ieself Pursburg. The Post Offfice dilfigendy refierted to a3 the Main Sea — hence "vo sall the Spanesh main®. The
followed ns instmictions, bat almost everyone else became repms- use 18 retained in the term satnland - and, bess explicitly, in the
ful, and most of the cigy’s leading insnnunions — the Universiry of nammee of the pwenty-third stare. Missoun is named not directly for
Fattshurgh, the Putsburgh Seock Exchange, the Pitesfurgh Gazete the river, bist for the Missowri Territory of which it was the most
newspaper — refused o backle umder. Alter twenty T of important part, and Missssippi came about more or bess because
squabbling, the board finally reversed l:dh:um amd on 19 July no one else had taken the name. it was almost called Washington.
1911 the oty officially became Pinsbu.rg;h. Many states also almast went by other names. West Virginia was

nearly called Kanawha. Washingron stage nearly became
Just as hundreds of rowns have changed their pames, 50 ™0have Columbia. Idaho might have been Esmerelda, Oro Plata, Sierra
seares, Maine was onor Mew Somerset, Nrw}emqw-“hﬂ.]r Plata ar Humbalds. Nevada might have been Bullion or Washoe,
ulHﬂ-H:mnndhmbomﬁrm“muchﬁ-u the name by which the region was generally known before
Vermomt was called generally New Conmecticur 97 e Congress decided to name it Mevada after the mountains tha
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feature only incidentally in its geography. From the outser, dhe
question of what names to bestow on Dew sExes was one that
generaced bor debane and exercised the mitds of men whose abenss
migght bemer have been applied 1o more consequential mamers. In
1784, in o of Bl few maly smisguided efforrs, Thomas Jeffersan
drewe up a lise of fashionably neadlassical bur inescapably iname
mdﬂ:kmﬁpm&bebﬂh:wdmﬁrmﬁhwm
Mm s d‘minﬁ: .l\.unlmr.w Felisipaa,

Humnm;ﬂh-waywlhh:fnﬁmmhlhdldhw
somewhar greater success wich a proposal, mamely thar
western states be divided in a nest chequer-board paremn. Every
stare west of the Muississippi has at least two stranght {ar nearly
stradght) borders excepr for Chregon, Minnesota and Texas, though
only twa, Colorade and Wyoming, are recramgular. In teres of
iheeir mterior organization, the western states had an abmost brutal
aederhiness imposed wpon thesn, and cae that made bintle allowance
lfar topographacal features like rivers snd mounring. Land was
diwided into cne-mile squares, or Ggo-acre sections. Six sections
fiorensed a township. Sections were divided inbo sixiven yomacre
squares, which accounts for those familiar farm expresssons like
‘north 4o Ome problem with such a set-up is that 4 spherical
planes dostsn’s lend itself 10 sguare cormers. As you move nearer the
jpodes, the choser the lines of longitude grow — which is why, If you
look ar a map, Wyoming is perceptibly narrower at the top than at
the bortom. To ger arousd dhis problem, longitdinal lines were
adjusted every twenty-four milles. That explaing why aorth—south
roads in places ke Mebraska and Kansas so ofeen ke a
mysterioas jag where they intersect with soare highways,

Diebares over state names often drageed an for days and never
failed 1o imflame passions, Among the names suggested for
Calorads wene Colona (3 rather odd femanizasan of the Spanish
for Colwmbes, Colén), Jeffersan, Frankbn, lacksen, Lafaperte,
Yampa, San Juwan, Lula, Arapahos, Tahosa and Idabo. Mako had a
wirange and almost mystical popalaricy imong some Comgressmen,
Diespite having no meaning whatever, it was suggested over amd

Tt thirey-one years wntil o was Gnally sdopeed foe the
stase in 18ga. &mtmmﬂﬁw:r,u&nm
uﬂh#ﬂlnhhﬂﬂhﬂﬁkmmm
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for Artzona were Gadsonsa — after James Gadsden of Gadsden
Purchase fame — and Pimeria. For Mew Mexico the suggestions
included HMamilton, Lincoln, Montezuma and Acoma [after a
bozal Indan lrrbe].

Even more improbable in their way are stare nicknames,
Considering how widely used chese nicknames are, it is surpris-
ing that their origing are often nowadays a myseery. Mo one
knows for sure why lowans are called Hawkeyes, why Morth
Carolinises are Tarheels, why Kansans ace Javhawkers {there
is ne such bird) of why Indianane are Hoosiers. We know
that Drelaware has been called the Blue Hen State since ar least
1840, but we don't know why, Various, sometimes ingenious
e!:plamhuns hnu '|'u=ﬂ| .:-l.lrll.:u.::d —  REMTMEOE, [nr iﬂ.sl::n‘m:-,
traced boosier 1o a Cumberland dialect word, booser — but the
evidence in each case is ar best inconclusive and often merely
fanciful #7

Miost states have a ducarded nickname somewhere in their pase,
Arkansas has been called the Hot Water Stare and the Toothpack
Seate, Georgia the Buzzard Stare, Goober Srare and Cracker Stare.
{The cracker in Georgia cracker has nothing o do with crisp haked
walers, It comes from the practice of cracking corn to make
cormmedl.) Missouei was once widely known as the Puke Sate,
Hlinois as the Sucker State and Montana as the Stub-Toe Stare -
though again in each case no one seems to know why, We do know,
hiwever, the denvation of Missown's current shogan, the Show Me
Srate, The expression was coined as an insult by oursiders and was
meant o suggest thar Missourtans wers so soupid that chey had o
be shown how to do everything. The stares mhabitants, however,
contrarily wook it as a compliment, persuading themselves that in
implied & certain shrewd caurion on cheir pare.

As vou might expect, state legislatures from tume fo time come up
with more flattering nicknames for themselves, even ar the risk of
seeming 3 shade overambitious. New Jersey For a time called imself
the Switzerland of Amenica while Arkansas opeed for the Wonder
State. Mew Mexico appears to have suffered from dhe moss severe
outbreak of narcissism, calling itself @ various tmes the Land of
Hears Desire, the Land of Opportunity, the Land of the Delighc
Makers and the Land of Enchantment.

For the homour of nickname least Tikely o make you pack up
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your bags and head on our, there has besn mo shomage of
contenders. Among the ial Frome ranners in this caregory we
find the Tree Planters Stare (Indianal, the Wheat Stare (Kansas), the
Blizzard Seare (South Dakoa), the Hog and Hominy Sate
{Tennessee], the ludine State (South Carolina), the Mosquito State
{MNew Jersey) and the apt if resplendentdy self-evadent Land of the
Dakatas (North Dakota).

And so, more brislly, 1o personal names. One of the more sriking
features of life in the early colonsal period 15 how casual people
were with the spellings of their mames. Shakespeare, as is com-
mionly noted, never spelled his name the same way twice in any of
his surviving six signatured, even employing two spellings on a
dnﬂiﬁdn:umbﬁimmmlﬁnmmmwm
in thear renderings, Jeaving us with eighty-three differens

of bis name. Cutiously, the one spelling Shakespeare himsell didn'e
appear to use was Shakespeare. Sir Walter Raleigh likewise
changed the spelling of his sumname s one might ch a shirt,
sometimes sryling himself Rawdevphe, sometimes f, SO~
times Ralegh.® His ﬁmdﬁaﬂdmmﬂmhwﬁq
addressing him as Ralo, Ralle, Rawlie, Raowdegh, Rawliphe, Rmbe
and some sixty-five other seemingly whimsical variants. Again, the
qae;pdlbﬁ:\t W%Muhmmmmr

hhnhanhnmhrmmmduimﬂdrdwchuﬂ

properry rolls in such forms as Lyscoln, Linceolne and Linkborn,
[:I’fum 5 a5 Giffersomme and [effreson, and J'uﬂ:w]uhuuiu
Jaxom, fackeson, fakeson and [aksom. John npnr::dp
governor of Massachuserts {oe Masathwseis as it on the
first cobonial-minted coins, place-names being squally subject o
onhographic vanabiliry}, somenmes sryled himsell 'Wymropp,
which is in fact how he pronounced the name, ™ and the records of

* Meady all che ppellings suggest, incidenially, thai the moderm Amencan
mﬂ.bm’ of his name, ‘ravdy’, is more faishiul 1w dhe oniginal thas che medem
wish pronundasion, ‘raliy’.
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early colomial towns are 3o full of multiple spellings for the same
mame = MayolMayhew, , Moore/Muir and so on = x5
to suggest that few in that busy age saw any specsal merit or
purpose im consistency of spelling or even pronanciation,

As early colonists employed odd spellings, so oo they often
brought unexpected pronenciations with them. This was parricu-
|.l.r|].- the case in Wirginia where duin.'ldin,; families had :..lpou.l]
fondness for pronoancing their family names in improbable ways,
w0 that Sclater became "Saughter’, Munjford became ‘Mumbod’,
Rindolph was ‘Randall’, Wyant was ‘Wan®, Deverddux was
‘Deverecks’, Callowhill was ‘Carrall ngpumwu ‘Hickerson®,
Morgeorthy was "Mazary’, and Ta.l‘u.ﬁ-rm became a mmcwh::lus
than seli-evident “Tolliver®, 56ll more unlikely weee the Crembawe,
wheo were sasd 1o pronounce the name “Granger', and a branch of
the Enroughty clan, which aleered the pronuncianos wo ‘Darby®,
evidemtly a5 a way of dstnguishing rthemselves from those
members who said “Earaffry’. Almost always dhese aberrant
pronunciations arose mof in the Mew World but were brought from
England, and presumably treasured as rather ecoentmic heirlooms,
In conteast 1o Britain, where bewildenng pronuncianons are
affecnonarely preserved, in mast cases in Ameerica the pronuncia-
tions gradually fell into line with their spellings, a5 when the
forebears of John Wilkes Booth, Lincoln's assassin, sropped
rhyming the name with “south’ and instead made it thyme witk
“mrath’,

The practice was less commaon in the nord bue ot unknown,
Framklin Pierce of Mew Hampshire, the fowrtesnch
pronounced his name ‘Purse’ throughous his life, but even such
minsdesy phonetic unorthodoxy was rare. Mew En,ajmders saved
their creative impulses for their forenames, fnding 3 certain
comfore in endowing their children with names thar demoged
virtuows qualities, Among the Mayfiower passengers we find Love
and Wrastle Brewster, Resolved White, Humility Cooper, Desire
Minter and Remember Allerson. Such names, as fas as we can ell,
appear only among the Mayflower children, suggesing thar in
réyo the praciice was quite new. We can not be enorely sure
because the records are pnd'lf William Bradford Dﬂmpl.lnd a
‘compleat’ list of Mayflower passengers in which he recorded the
names of all of the men and mosz of the children and menservants,
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but ondy a few of the women, as if they were somewhat incidental
lhtmrm'. We therefore know, for insmamce, the name of

Martin's two msemservants, but have no ides what his
w:Emndbihmm“uupﬂurmupmw B0
it would appear that chey rebi d their o EXCEPL
mlﬁmhmmm;kmnmﬂ#wnﬂuwﬂﬁuwum
1o Willam Bradford — simply as “Mistress Marnn® or ‘Mistress
Jomes',

At first descriptive names were confined to a single virtue: Faith,
Hape, Lowe, Charity, [ncoease, Continent and the like, bat wichin s
gemeration Puritan parents were giving their children names that
puositively ramg with rughteowsness: Flie-Foraication, Muencordia-
Adaleering, Job-Raked-Char-of-the- Ashes, Small-Hope, Praise-
God, Fear-Mot, The-Lord-1s-Mear, Mames began to sound rather
like cheerleaders’ chamts, so that ameng the early Pilgrims we find
Fighr-the-Good-Fighr-of-Faith Wilson, Be-Cowrmeous Caole, Kill-
Sin Pemble, and the memorably caphomious Safely-on-High Saat.
Occasiomally e desiee for biblical fdeliry resulted in names of
daunnng sonorosicy:  Mahershalalhashaz, Zaphenachpaneah,
Lerubbabel and Mene Mene Teke Uphariin, And sometimes
parncas simply dosed their eyes and mabbed blindly ar vhe Bible,
placing their faith in Providence o direct them o an apposite word,
which accounts for the occasional occurrence of sach nelative
inenitses a5 Maybe Barnes and Norwithssanding Griswold. ™

Although these memorable appellations naturally attract oar
attention, they were mot in fact all thar sumercus. Carelal
rabularion has shown thar po meore than 4 per cenr of Punitan
children were gven unconventional names. Most infants were m
Eact endowed with mames thar were animaganative g0 the point of
nmidiry. Jost chree mames — Sarah, Elizaberh and Mary = acoounced
for more than half of all the females christened in the
Massachuserrs Bay Colony in the 1600s." Where parents applied
meage advenurous names, generally it was not oo venerace the Bible,
gt 00 hamour some progenimor = as with the celebrated dergyman
and awthos Comon Mather, whe was named nou for thar wsebal
ﬁhmbu:fmhimﬁﬂhlaﬁ:fmmfwhwnmﬁrd}
imcidentally, the stepstster of her husband, Increase Mather, and
this was not only Comon's mother bur simultaneously his aomr),*

By the tum of the eighteenth cemmury, smking forenames had

140

Made im America

As America moved into the second half of the nineteench
cemury, immigranon increasingly moved away from the comfors-
ably adaptable Germanic beartland of Eurape and o the southern
and castern frnges. People began amiving on American shores
bearing names far bas accommodating o English sensibilities
and phomerics. Polish names like Krzyancwski, Seybezydski,
Mikolsjeryk and Gwecarcayszyn®® dearly rep & greater
lingaistic challenge than Braun or Odesen. Even the shoress of
eastern European names = potably such Crech manifestasions as
Eurd, Chre, Hcit and Sech — alten seemed 1o defy easy assamilation.
Thetere was thie problem, oo, thist some groaps like te Hungarisns
pat their last names firet and athers, MIN:I Armenians, dida't
narmally go in for Lase names ot all. Sometimes & foreign name
«could be rranslaved into an English equivalent, so chat many Poles
named Kowalezyk and Coechs named Kowif became Smiths.
Sometimes & more managesble middle name wap pressed ingo
mrﬂ.uw‘hﬂﬁ‘ldﬂl Konrad Korsenowiks became the writer
Joseph Conrad, Long mames wmgrwllh-numd..mdm
Greeks with names like Pappadi . almost
inevigably, Pappas, and Poles u.irnd L‘I.ll-wlqﬂyh became Mikos
jand often furtker refined to some less visthly ethnic form like
Michaels}.

Sometimes the old mame was abandomed abogether o be
replaced with a shiny new name with & good Americam rng 1o ir,
as when the lralian bower Andrea Chiariglione became the
American boxer Jim Flyan, Not infrequemly, some members of a
family would adaps the family name while athers would say
fathbul to their cultural beritage. Thus the novelist Theodore
Dieeiser and the song writer Paul Dresser {'On the Banks of the
Wabash®) were brothers,*™

Far Jewish immigrants the questron of &n American identzty had
an addinonsl dimensson, For ehose who wished o funcrion bn the
ﬁduwnﬂﬂ-fwhmind:wlnni-mrlviﬂﬂrjtﬁhm
couald be a handicap, so Israel Baline becams Irving Berhn, Mendel
Berlinger nerned into Mileon Berle and Machan Birnbaums ook o
the stage as George Burms. This was hardly a new problem for Jews.
Menchen gaotes a tale from Samuel Peprs's diary aboue a Dr Levy
who had petitioned 2 court to les him change his name o Sullivan
and then a mud-u later scught permission to change it again to
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fallen our of use almost encirely. Ar the same time, there arose a
tendency to encourage a measure of uniformaty with sumames. In
Britain Eamily names aften came, indoed shll come, with & variery
of acoepaable spellings: Lea'Leiph/Lee, More'MobrfMoore, Cokel
Cook, o SareithSmryche (and even in ln;r ACGUAINE-
mﬂmﬁ:ﬁwﬁmmﬁmmnﬂmm ardize
arcund a single simplified spefling, so thar Broume mﬂllr
became Broww, Hull became Hall, Newsholme became Newsom
and s on,

Froam the earliest days, immigrants from non-English-speaking
countries ltkewise adapted their names o ease their way into
American sockery. Faul Revere's father, a French Huguenoe
refugee, arrived in America as Apollos Rivoire ™ james Bowdoin,
the Massachuserts revolutionary keader and founder of Bowdain
Collsge, was the son of 2 Peerre Bawdoin. George Custer, of Last
S¢and fame, emerged from a long line of Kasters. The Rockefeliers
began as Roggenfelders, the Westinghouses as Wistinghausens,
Billy Sunday, the baseball player and evangelist, came from a
family of Sonntags. Boffako Bill Cody's family mame was adapeed
from Eothe. Pressdent Hoover's forehears were Hubers ' Wendell
Willkie's father was named Willcke,

Otften the transition was relatively straightforward. Langestraet
easily became Longstreet, as Wannemacher turned naturally into
Wanamaker, Schumacher into Shoemaker, Jumg imto Young,
Schmide and Miller into Smith and Miller, Blumental into
Bloommgdale, Braun into Brown, Grie into Green, Blam into
Bleom, Field into Field, Ochms inm Ames, Koch imto Couak,
Mrewwhnis imto Mewhouse, Ploersching into Pershing, Jamsson,
Jomsson and Johansson into Johnson, Olesen and Olsson into
Olsen. Owecasicnally slightly more ingenuity was required, as when
Bon Coewr was turned into Bunker and Wimenachts became
Whitenecks. When folk erymodogy wouldn't da, direct translasion
was often the most convendent :.uhq:inn, which is how the French
Feuillerert evolved imte the Grmquf in ]nlm Greendeal Whittier.
The result is thar American surnames often have an Angle-Saxon
homogeneity chat belies their origins. Miller and johnson, for
instance, are far more comman family names in Amevica than in
Britain, and almast entirely because of adoprion by Genmans and
Scandinavians with similar, bur other, names.
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Kilparrick, “On regquest for ye reasom, be velleth ye court thae ye
patienss continually ask of him, “Whar was your name bﬁnﬂé“lf
granged ye change, he shall then rell them *“Sullivan™.

Jews had no particalar m&mm&dummﬂm&um
Auseria and pares of Germany had been compelled vo adopt
German surmames only sixry or sevenry years before. Often the
names imnposed on them had been wnamractive 1o begin with, a1
with Geldwisser ('gold water'), a venerable euphemism for urine,
Wanzenkmicker {“louse piu:ier"] anad Elall:npf {'ass's head™), and

Promunciations were adapted roo to conform o American
|patterns, espectally among talians with names like Capone and
Sﬂlnn:, where the final 'rwel, 1|'l|rart wouced in hh'. ohen
bexcame silent m America. This happened with English names as
well, so that Ceal, Purcell. Mawrice and Barmett became in
America “seesil’, "pur-26ll", ‘mo-reece’ and ‘bar-netr’.

Diespate the manifold pressures fo conform, and the meontest-
able convendencr that came with adopting a simple American
namme, milbons suck loyally to whatever monscker fate and
grography had brought them, A glance throw gh the index of a book
an the hastory of American football, which | happen to have before
me, throws up such uncompromisingly um-American names as
Dick Modjelewski, Ed Abbamicchio, Knute Rodkne, Bronsilaw
“Bronko” Magariki, Fred Bendrschke, Harry Seubldreder, Zeke
Bratkowskd, W. W, Heffelfinger, Jim Kiick, Dan Pasquarnielbo and
Alex Wojchsechowicz, and wirrually any other list of Americans
(emcept for Presidents and flm stars) would show equal ethaic
diwersity. Indeed, there is a growing temdency 1o resarrect old
family mames, as weth the acoor Emilio Estever, the son of the actor
Marin Shoen  (nd Ramon Esevez) and the werer David
Walbechinsky, son of rving Wallsce.

Fanally, there remains a groap of immi grans than ends o ger left
out of discwssions of this rype: American blacks, Conventional
wisdom has it chat blacks, long denied the digniry of 2 samame
under slavery, convenienty cook the names of their former owners

wepom being freed, However, the evidence — nog to menzion common

semse — sugpests thar blacks showed po special affection for dhe
names of their masrers, Those names thar feature most prominently
among southern  slave-holders — PFinckrey, Randolph and
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Rutledge, for instance — appear only incidentally among any list of
black names. It appears that most freed slaves either adopted an
innocuous American name — Johnson, Jones, Smith, Robinson and
the like - or named themselves for a2 hero. Hence the relatively large
number of Afro-Americans named Washington, Jefferson, Brown
(from the abolitionist John Brown) and Howard (after General O,
O. Howard, head of the Freedmen’s Bureau in the years just after
the Civil War) — but not, oddly and inexplicably, Lincoln.
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In x8es, Thomas Jefferson made one of histwory's berter buys. For
abour three cents an acre, be purchased from the French all or most
af whar would become ravelve staves — Arkansas, lowa, Kansas,
Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Mebraska, Oklahoma,
Wyoming and the rwo Dakotas = at a stroke more than doubling
the size of the United States. It was known as the Lowsiana
Purchase.

The narural thing was to commission someone 1o explore and
chary the new ternitory. In face Jefferson already had. Months
before the Lowisiana Purchase had been considered even a possi-
bility, he had awthorized Meriwether Lewis to lead an allegal
exploratory party across the western eermitories. By the ome word
reached Lewts thar most of the country to the west was now in
American hands, he was already halfway to St Louis.

Lewis had grown up near Monticello as Jefferson’s protégé,
‘almast 2 son” to him, in the words of one biographer,” and was
something of an odd choice to lead the expedition. Though he had
milicary expenence, he was not particularly acquainted with
wilderness travel amd for the past rwo years had led a decidedly sofe
life as Jefferson’s private secretary in the White House. His
schooling was minimal. He had no training as 3 botanist or
carographer and spoke no Indian languages. More ominously, he
was given to disturbing mood swings enphemistically called
“hypachondriac affections’. For co-leader he turned to his friend
William Clark. Despite coming from a distinguished family (his

L4§
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lbrether was the Bevobeticnary War general Georpe Regen Clark],
Clark, had even bess schookog than Lewss and had about him the
perennlal ale of a frontersman, bug be w5 steady, resarreeiiol and
lbrave. They made, almwom miraculously, a pesfect paie of leadess.

Cin 14 May (dey they set odi up the Mivouri ot the head of 2
ragag pasry consisting of thimy-ree soldiers, en civilisn, one
sdave (Linwienane Clark"s styvamd, York], a seenaged Indian guide
and isterprerer named Sacagawes and ber now-bom Baby, reo
other msrerprevers and Lewis's dog Scannon. They would be gone
almcns swo and a Ball years and would fravel some sight thosand
miles through unbmows and often hosoile werrmory, yet joa one
member of the parry wonld die, from a ruprared appendix.

They were by s means the fimt whites fu veature inéo the vast
Maorth Amerschn mtenor. As early ai 16Ba, some eight hundsed
French fur trappers were at work i the Wear,® and by 18oy boik
French and English traden and trappen: wore 3 common sight all i
o thee sprawling warershed of the Missourt Rever. bn srgz-a 0
Bricom named Alemander Mackenzie had travelled ower the
Canadian Rockicy so Brgish Colusshia, and o doing wo bad
hecome the fir peeson of Eupopean descent 1o eeach the Pacfc
averland. Mary more had reached the west coast by s2a, a5 Lewi
ared lark dicoversd when Pacific Mosth-west Indisns greemed
their arsvval with a heany ‘son-of-a-pitch’ ia the evident belael thar
this was am English call of friendship.” They abu encountered an
Indian woman wnth the nams Jonathan Bowman® oredely fanooed
on ber leg® In rder the exploser Mackenste pehlidhed an
inflaential hook, Veyagper from Maontras . . . browg the Comniment
of Marth Ameeraca, to Bhe Frozen awd Paciee Oosams, tn whoch he
suggeabed shat the Bratish pre-empt the United Sates in the western
termipnrses while the chance wis there. Yo was this alsrsing prospec
that had led Jefferson o inicate the Lewss and Clark expedition.

Though Lewis and Clark weee not the firit b vemiure inta the
weslern ierrineles they wese the fiest o appreach de mamer
scienrifically. Widh unflagging dilsgence they labelled, m amd
ins everything that passed bafore them, ing their
findings in their famsous joumals, which sell make mareelous
reading moday. bt & impossible m read Clark's noses in particular |
without developang 2 swilt affection for his rough spelling amd |
erranic gramenas, which a timey, m the words of Gesrge R
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Srewart, “approsched the ingpiced’. From his fing enery upon
seeting off — *We proceeded om under a jentle brease up the
M.i:.nouﬁ!" = his direcmess of descriprion and eccenmmicity of
eomposion make the whale hazardous undtrukmg coene alive:

Sunday 255h a fair moming rrees rose 14 Inch lase night, the
e el reamebeers of Bee Trees, & ke grean quamanies of
Bomey, w1 11 oClock oy Sewckess Came pass from 51 Lowis,
and asked dor Provicoss. ... Gul [his spelling of
Gond rich| resursed with Eggs & [diegible], Willard hrosght
im 1 pr. Hinges George Shannon Caught 5 lasge Cat fish =
The musqueesns ure errry had this evening.*

Unader his umcertain hand, circumference became secumpherance,

i rivmatiom became riwmertion, and  Mrscomrs became admost
anything — Mbsowri, Misosaes, Missowrie — oftes taking on two
spellings in the same line. Sacagawea, che heroic Indian girl who
gusded the party across the wildemess, he wisely seeered clear of,
referring 1o ber as “the squar’. Lewis, though himself an emanc
speller, browght a more assured style to the journals. Bereeen them
they comed almost 3 thousand terms for animals, plants and
fearures previnusly unrecorded on the landscape. They discovered
(] phnu amd 1238 ansmals, among them the ;ri:.d'r bsear and
great-ailed fow, and several species of pike, catfish and squirrels.
Mo other explorers or naturalists in American history have named
e abgects,

Among the words not previomsly recorded in English are griaf
i, prafeie dog (though Clark preferred growmd rint] and cache
hor a2 secrer hole in the groumd (raken evidently from French
trappers and spelled, almost inevitably, “carsh’ by Clark). Soene of
their words didn'e cacch on, Their term sl swolees was eventu-
ally displaced by the Mexican-Spanish cowate (from che BMahoazl
coporl). They abso named Every feature of the !In.dsupe that didn"t
hawe a kmowe name alresdy, though quete a namber did. Yellow:-
afome, for instance, is no more than Lewis"s liveral cranslaton of the
French wappers” Roche Joune. Vet relatvely few of their geo-
graphic names survived. They gave the noble name Mlmhrm
River 1o a I:nl:!u!ar_r af the Missour, but it didn't stick. Later
passers-by renamed iv Sninking Waser, The Lewis River laver
became the Shoshone. Philosophy River became Willow Creek.
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Dexpite kaving three inserprecere o call on, Lewis and Clark
often encousvered exrracedhaary linguage difficilines aath the
manve Amencam. Af one mertng, in a kind of pass-che-parcel
rousted of ranslanng, Lewis's Esglish was translased into French by
ot lisemer, from French inmo Menitari by asorher, from Masrari
urriny $hoabtne by the next person in line and fAmally from Shoshone
it Mez Percé. The Indiass theselves abviared sch diffhiculses
with a universal sign lainguage of abour a hundred gesvares, which
mHmﬂmuﬂiﬂ'mi”qu,mnnk.Thﬂn: also experien-
ced remarkalde pood forneme, most nocably ducing 2 potennally
sense encruneer with [ndiass when Secagawea realized thar one of
the eppeming braves was her brochar,

Afver the expedivion [efferon apg d Lwii of the
Louvisiana Termiory. In Owoober 1Hog, dhree vesss after che
axpadition’s completion and while aged just chirty-four, the great
éxplirer died in exceedingly oudd créumstasors in 3 hack-oouniry
i called Grinder's Tavern along the BMascher Trace in Tennewse.
Clearly suffering a severe outbreake of his *hypochondnac afiec
gians’, he began wing in am gadd and paranoid manner — o the
extest thin the proprictns of the lodgings moved cut of the Bouse
and imo am ousbuilding. For houss Lewis could be heard ralking
and shouting o himself, Then ar some time late i the might
punshoes were beard and all went quies, In ghe morning Lewis way
found wih texribde wouseds < hald his sl was blown sway and he
Bad odeer s=lf-infiored imparies all over = bar solll cosscious. He
begped che proprictor to put bim ous of kix misery, bwt che
proprictor refusad. Lewis died baeer thar duy. He friend and
colleagee Willinm Clark fared rarher bemer. He became govemor
of the Missown Termitory and commanded i wich dsminenon,
thiugh he never did bears 1o apell

Far the bemer part of & century Lewis snd Clark's scieneihe and
linguisoc schievements went alsscar wholly unremarked. Moo usril
r#51, when a researcher and natwraliss named Elliost Cours
rediscowered their all bue bargnents manuscriphi mouldering in 4
cupboard ar the Amences Philmophical Socery in Philsdelphia
and prodwoed an annotared edidon of their joammals, were they #t
last  aciorded inition ax i, graphers and
L2}

ot : :
Jefierson thought it would wiee a chousand years for Americans
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to populame the vast emptiness of the West,* but he hadn't reckoned
on the great waves of immigration of the nimeseenth cenmury and
the odd “restessness of chasscoer’ that w fscinaed Tocqueville,”
Fram the start., Americans seldom stayed amywhere long
Jamesiown was a ghost town less tham a cemnsry after it was
fovnded. Few stares haven't seen their stae capitals move st lessr
ance and often more, Just between the Revolution and War of
rinz, @ period of roughly thirry-five years, esght of che original
shirpeen colomies moved their seats of government, Fanber wese,
capitals changed even more often. Indiana mowed is from
Vincennes 1o Corydon amd finally to Indiasspodis, Nlnods went
from Kaskaskia o Vandalia and on o w:m'u Fromtier,
which meant {and spill means) a nedonsl border in Ericish English,
ek on im America the new senne of the ever-moving dividing line
berween wilderness and civilization.

Towns were established with high hopes and, if things didn’y
work oat, abandoned without hesitabon. In 1¥31 Abraham
Lincodn moved mo Mew Salem, Illinois. Sax vears birer, orade om e
nearby Sangamom River proving disappoimting, he and everyone
elie abandomed the commaniny and scamened o mare promising
parts. All over the West cowns came and went. For every Chicago
and Milwsuke: char thrived chousands of others passed quistly
away, lows slone had 1154 -rnlnmunil'i:s:l'lrlrlrlu#ﬁ»ﬂ W i
iits first cennary. '

Bedore the 1Eoas city was a verm wsually reserved for substantial
oomamunites, but in mingteenth-cenviary Amenica it began to be
applied 1o abmest any chaster of howses, however modest, To this
day America is dotred with “cizies’ bor which the term. is patently
averambitious — places like Repuablican Ciry, Mebraska (pop. £31),
Barnes Ciry, lowa (pop. 166), Rock Ciry, lllinois {pop. 286). But
whar we rend o forget 18 thar in America dusty hamlers oowld
become cities, and almost overnight.

The boom ovan par exopllmee was g lixle community on e
shirres of Lake Michigan called Fari Dearborn. In 183z s had
fewer tham a hundred imhabisames. Sixry years later, renamed
Chacago, it boasted a millian inhabitsnes and was the largest gram

i marker in the world,"* Mo communiry in histary has risen o
Erearness g0 swiftly. A Dransel Boorstin has moved: “Mankind had
required at least 3 million years o produce i firer wrban
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mmrtpnflnﬂlb.sﬁnpl( Chicagoans accomplished this beas
in less chan 3 cenmary.” What made iv possible 1o house soch &
mass of people i #0 short a period was a Chicage iaveation that
went by the odd name of balioow frame comstruction. This
revalutionary method of budding, in which light but shardy dmber
frames are hammered tngﬂiur then howsted mio place, was
mrnml by Awgustine Taylor in Chicago in 18;;. amd was o

y mnimprovabile that it is still almest universally osed in
ﬂw bailding of Amencan bomes, Balfoon frame was not Taylor's
Erm. [Tmmmdhywmlwpemmmwmmemnhnd
becsuse of i exeraordinary Ngheness and presumed fraidy.'
W}uTﬂyhruadHumadmdmmuctG&mgﬂ':F.ﬂElM:
church, nearly everyome thoaght that che budlding would be carried
off like & vemt by the firse serong winds. Needless no say i was nog,
and soon the method was being copied everywhere.

To Americans ‘the Wes:" was an ever-changing concept. At the time
of the first Federal census in 1790, 95 per cent of America’s four
million people lived hard by the casterm seaboard and “the West'
was virmsally everything ehe. By the 18204, it extended not much
beyond the Appalachians. Kentucky's leading paper of the day was
called the Argus of Westerm America. Even s late as mid- centary a
chronscler like Charles Dackers could venture oaly aa far as 5¢
lmh.n'l]lr}ubetizrp.lﬂdlﬂmtu:rld miles shar of e Rockies,
amd plassibly claim o have seen the Wen.

The mave o the West a5 we pow know it began in earnest in the
mid-1 8408 when the expresison Orepon fever erupted, Encouraged
by the government o seerle the norch-western territory daimed
nhnl:y&itain.hmuknmuﬁinﬂﬁrm-ﬁhlm
lifie ar the end of the Oregon Trall, following a rowte Blazed by
trappers pwemty years before. The phrase that summed up
America’s oew assertive attibude o western developmene was
coined by the editor of the Dessocratic Review, Jahn O Sallivan, in
1845 when be wrote thar it was ‘our mamifest destiny to overspread
the contiment allkomed by vadnmformfm:dﬂﬂnpnﬂl#
cur yearly multiplying millions”."* The peopling of the West
became mot just an opportunity o be seiped, but a kind of missson.

Ofmefthlligm.Fﬂmmh
wasn't a trail in the seise of 3 will-defined track. It was almost
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entrely a notional coersdor, hqﬁ'lhr variable in width, across the
grassy plains. Maoreover, after che Grsc few years relanvely few of
thast whi eravelled the eral were hesding for Oregon. Onee past
the Rockies, they instead broke off and made for the gold helds of
Caklifogmia.

e of the great myths of the weitward migration, compoanded
by a thousand reovees, was that the immagranms lumbersd over the
prasries in Conestoga wagons, These sturdy vehicles were, in the
words of the histonian (zearge B Stewart, “uselessly heavy for the
long pull o Ceegon of Calfornas’, " They did haul some freight
west, bur almost mever did they wansport families. Inscead
wespward inamigramts used lighter, smaller and moch nimbler
wagons umversally known as prairre seboomers. These were hauled
a0t by Borses, bur by mules or oxen, which could wishstand the
hardships of prairie crossings far better than any borse coubd. A
firead myth engendered by Hollywood was that wagons gathered m
a circle whenever under artack by Indians. They didn’t, and for che
ill'llp|r resson that the Rl would have been o laborbous to
organize thar the party would very probably have been slanghsered
befure the job was even a quanier accom plished,

Wagons were covered with canvas, as in the movies, thouwgh thar
word was seldom used; the maversal was maore groerally known
the nineteench century s fuill. Though wapom frase was aeo weed
(in is first pecorded in 1849), the term wain't patocalacky apt. For
miuch of the powrney the wagons fanned our inro an sdvancing line
up eo ten moles wide to avoid cach others dust and the ruts of
earlier travellers = amd providing yer another abstacle mo ther
forming meo crces.

Many of che early homesceaders had only the fainrese idea of
whiat they were letting themselves in for, and aften throagh no faule
of their own. Uneil well into the chird decade of the ninetzemb
centary ignorance of the West remained so profound thar maps
were frequently sprimkied with fenciful sivers — the Multmomah,
the Los Mongos, the Beenaventura = and wich a grear inland sea
called the Tampanogos, Those whe went weat, inadentally, didi't
think of themselves ax sqill being in Amenca. Unnl sbour che tdme of
the Civil War, Americe was generally tokoen ro %:prfy the castern
stanes, 50 that acoowncs of the time co

liks ‘Sanse peaple here [ Cregon] are u!rkmg, abuu: g:nn; back
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America” or *“We'll go back to Amecrica. Dvessed wp slick and fine’

(From, respectively, the Mne York Tritsar in 18177 and the Bocky

Mommirarn Flimesi i@ 1 8da).
i The landscape chey foond was so sirikingly defierent thar in
reguared mew words. Altoagh great pilirms bud been used as arly
ux rBoé, the grascy fladands west of the Musoun were usually
called e barrewe, or sometimes it grear dismal, onol the French
f pramie began i supersede it. Praivie, from an old French woed for
F meadow, had bean in wse in America since colonizl cimes, ariginally
signifying a pivee of wild apes ground enchosed by forest. Deseri,
oy, wik modified 1o g the peoaliar landscape of the Wes,
l}a‘lﬂdﬂ" e baad ‘Iilmd any uspnhabiced place [a sense prﬂq’nﬂl
3 im deserbed). Thus Grear American Dviert, frst nosed m 1354,
L described mot just the scrubby ard lands of the south-west, bur also
the rich grasslands oo the somh, Muoch of ithe lisdicape thia we
weovy think of as desolse and fosbsdding wis pedbeng like as barren
them at it 5 roday. When the westeen migranes arrived, mich of the
souch-wesr was coversd in waveng grass. They simply grazed in
wway.'” Even so, there was no shorrage of places thar peowed
mreacherous beyond endwrance. One pammy thar wried wking a shom
o i California in 184% dBoovered co ms cosx a killing expanse
thar they named Deach ¥alley,

The tradifional western stagecoach, notwithstanding irs peren-
nial rale in mowies and TV prijrammes, saw active service foc only
a littde over a decade. The et service was inaugurased in 1§58
when the Owerland Mail Company began tence-weekly trips from
S5t Lowis # 5&n Franoss, I Concord cosches (named foc
Conord, Mew Hampsbine, where they were developed] were
incended ;prin:'wilh' socarry mail and treight but also carried up b
nine passesgpers at $2oo cich bor the westward drip and $1 10 for
the rastwand. [Easrward was cheaper because the traffic was
largely ome way.] AN being well, the trip ok a lide coer chree
weeks. In 1R4€ the Overland Mail Company was sold o Wells,
Far!uarbﬂ&h,bﬂ It vk U ot of bassineis by the opesang of the
first tramscontinensal railwsy thees years laver,

Ewen more shoerhived was the Poay Express. Inauguested on 3
Aprill 1860, i wen designed D carTy mml i quh:ur as possible
Trpen Sa Jemepls, b Bir Sac Riders pode
in selays, each averaging Aty so eaghry m|l.¢4. 5 day (thosgh some
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accasionally went a far as thees humdred miles witloat & rest),
carrying a mail poach or mochila, as it was mone pormally called
Om an average run, sevenry-five riders wonld cover the mwo
thousand mules between Missour and California m ten and a balf
days. It was a fzbulous achievement, hur econamic folly. Semingup
and maintaining oders, horses and way smanons was an ex-
cesdingly costly bosiness. The express’s invesors sank 3700000
e the service and, despote chargg a whopping $5 an cunce for
lerers, never made back more than 3 fraction of their coses. By lare
1561, barely mineteen months afrer starting, the Pony Express was
ot of husiness, a victim of the newly installed rebegraph and irs
awn imescapable oosrs.

Far those who wished not 1o face the perils and discomiarts of
wravelling overland, the aherpanve was 1o g by sea. (ine aprion
was io take a ship fo Panama through the Gulf of Mexioo, cross the
fifry-mibe-wide lsthmus of Panama (o lsthmos of Darien s i s
then commeonly called) on horsehack and catch another ship wp the
Pacific coast. But connections were uncertain and it was not
umcnmmon oo be srranded there for weeks at the mercy of sreamy
heat and yellow fever. The ather oprion was ro go by ship arsand
Cape Horm, a 1 §,000-mile journey that seldom sook less than sx
months and somesimes rwice thar i conditions thar rarely rose
above the squalid. Alwgether, gerring to California was a
damgeroay snd uncomiortable affair.

Baur vhat didn'r seop anvone — mog s lesst after gold was foand
there in 1845, |n the host four years of the gold rush, the population
of Califorma went from to,000 to just under 225,000, [n thase
same four vears, 3210 million in godd was pulled from the groand
arsluiced fram its gliering creeks. The gold nesh nat only enriched
a formanate few, but ealivenad the language. Many of the rerms thar
argse from it soon made their way inoe moene general esage, a
them pay dirt, pam o, fo stake o clainr and o sirike i rick,"® all of
which wiere som being used in senses Far remowed from the ides of
scrabbling i the earth for nuggers of gold.

Ome of the many side-sffects of the gold rush was the invention of
hard-wesring canvas trousers and bab overalls in 5an Francisco in
the 1850z, The inventor was of course Levi Strawss, who had
travelbed west with a load u'l'ﬂnus lor vwill} |riltrlud|ng.1ﬂ rrwalkt
temits, bar fand & musch greaner d d whart
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up b the wenr snd pear of bife in ther miming camps. He didn's call
them jeans. bn dbe 13 jos the word signified not an item of appans]
but a type of doth. It is a corrapripn of Gesoa, the ltakas cicy
wisere it was fire woven. Mot annd chis censury did denim (iself a
worruption of serge de Wimes, from the French ary) rousers
become procrally known as jeams and not uncil tee 19408 were
peoplhe calling them Lewde,

The traffic we Californa wasn's all from ease o wese. Many
theossands came from China, At the beginning of the gold rosh, jos
3§ Chimese lived i Califomis; mwo yesrs lacer the samber had
jumpesd o &5, o00. bn dhe mexe chree decades it noreased rwelvedold,
o over yoouoo0, of Rearly one-sesth of the population. Because of
polidical rurmeoil an Chima, almosr all of them came from just six
small districts in Guangdong provinoe.

The Chinese, who for endrely mysoerioss reasons were oom-
monly kenowm in the West as “Tobmnies’, were tressed exceptiosally
badly, Because they were prepared to work hard for listhe pay, and
becawin their appearance prechaded easy assimiation, they were
obien poindleialy artacked and cocasionally mnmlrml:rtd' Eviém
hamding sogezher didn'e provide masch proteceion. bn 1885, o Rock
Lpringr, Wyoming, 3 mob rwooped on o communery of five
hundred Chiness for o reason ather shan char deey dida'tlike them,
amd lefe rweney-eaght deadl Such was the prejudice againa the
Chimese thar m same western (omits they were nol cven penmined
m plead self-defence. Thus there arose the pellimg wesnsrn expres-
sion “He doesn't have o Chinaman’s chance.”

Blamy oof the cermes thar we most closely associzne wath the West
were not coined there ar all. Abigail Adams nsed desperadoes to
desoribe the participants im Shays' Rebellion bang before the word
artached ice=lf to western bandics ** Though che cock wagon
{from a slang term for food, which servives incidentally in the
expresaon mpchuck) became widely used in the Weir — one of the
muost popular models was buile by the Stadebaker Company of
Dietrost = the term was widely used m Kersucky bong bebore the
Q!pnTrﬂﬂ!mmgml.qufrpnmdmhkhdlﬂ

were both Anglicisms b o America by early colonises, Podie
bhas been in English since the Middle Ages. Much of the inflased
#peech that weems such & nateral sccompasiment 1o dhe high-
agarited lifestyle of the West — formanons ke abiguarulste and
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rambwscrions — had eripinated long before in Mew England !
Likewsse, the Stefrom hae, alio often called a Jobm B, was an
eastern mnovation. les ariginaror, John Bacerson Stetson, was a
Fhiladelphian who never intended the hat 1o be exchasively
associated with guys on horses.

Even cowboy wan an old rerm. bt was firse used during the
Revalutonary War as a disparaging epithet for loyabists, In ns
madern sense it dates from 1867 when an emreprencur named
Jeseph MeCoy (another oft-named candudare for the source of the
expression phe real McCoy) began employing cowboys o0 man
longhsorn cartle wp rthe Chishobm Trail from Texas v his railhesd ar
Abslene, Kansas. He became immensely successtul and by the eariy
rh7os was shipping our up 1o yoc,e00 head of canle a year from
the dusty pown, | Ceaw foww didn't enter the |anguag': unid 1885.)

To distioguish one herd of canle from ancther, ranchers begam
using brands, and these developed 3 complicaned angot of their
owi A keerer ripped on its side was called ‘lazy’. A lime underneath
a letber was a *bar’, A betber writhen with carving lises rather tham
seraight anes was called 'nansying”. And from these came the names
of many ranches: the Lagy X Bar, the I'.unn.m; W and so o0
There were lirerally rheousands of brands - 5,000 in Wyoming and
mearly 12,000 o Montana by the early 18304 — and publishers
made a good income from producing anmual brand books.
Unimnarked carele weee called mapericks, The name cofes from 4
Texas rancher named Samuel & Maverick who rehsed eo brand
his cattle — though whether because he was ecoenrric or laxy or
simply hoped ro claim all unmark ed camle as his own is a marger of
lang dispate ameng western bistorans, ™

Hodlywood has left us with the impression thas the Wess was
peepled by binbe bue cowboys. In fact, faimen cumumbered them
by absout a thousand o one. Even at their prak there were fewer
than 1o.e00 working cowboys, an least a quarter of them black or
Mexican (amd the remainder not 2 grear deal higher up the
ningtevnth-century social scale). ™

The cowbay of popular imagination was largely the invesmion of
rwo highly unlikely exstermers. The first was the areise Frederic
Remimgbon, whose acricn-filled, hyper-realist paincings were in
Eace bargely snudio cremions based on a lively imaginaton. He never
saw any real cowboys in action. For one thing he was immensely fat

155

Mady i Amietics

— much too B 60 goe on 3 borse, ket alone nde it o the midse of
Indian bamles. Even more crucially, by dee time he made his fiest
erip w0 the West the cowboy age was all bur over.

o less disconmeceed from i fe around the campsfire was his close
riemd Owen Wesrer, wio myehodogized cowboys on paper in snuch
the same way thar Remingmas mythologized them om canvas.
Ciowbays had begun i appesr a5 heroes in dime novels as carly as
the t88cs (the genre appears o have been the imvencion of one
Prenciss Ingraham), bur ic wesn't uncl Wister published The
Virgimian an 1901 thar tee cowboy [or cou-boy as Wiscer insised
o spelling i) taly became a nanonal figure. Wiser was the
quinressential diudle (& word of unknown ongin dating in a westemn
contexn only from 1E8 Y, though ic was used earlier im che Eusy).
Scion of o weshby Philesdelphia family and grandson of e
celeheated actreis Fanny Eemble, he was o Phi Bea Kappa
Harvard, 3 clise frend of Teddy B Ie, snd of & decidedly
el d& 7 Uehike B g, b weraally ravelled in e
West, thiwgh he bardly hit the dusry tradl, He was sent wess by his
|parenss i recover from a nervous breakdawn and was chaperoned

throughow by two spinsers.
Although Wister introduced many af the conventioss of cowboy
fiction — the use of 2 hero wichowt 3 name, the Juction of a

climactic shoot-out berween the bero and villain, che immortal lime
"When you call me thar, seile!™ - his mam schieverment was o
make the cowboy o respecrable Spare for foonalizacion. He began
the process wich a now forgooen novel called Lov Mcilean, bt
broughs @ o fall frumion with The Virgomiam. The scory of an
gagterner [umnamed of cownsr} who goes west, it struck 2 dhord
with millioes of Americins, bat parscularly among the bener
edwcatedd ot whorms it was simed, The book sold 1,000 topes in s
first four months and three mallics coples overall, west through
hbieen printiegs wnoite et seven years, snd wai made w2
Broadway plly' that ran for sen wears, and subsequently into a
seminal flm.

The mythologizing of the West was consolsdated in the im-
memsely popalar novels of writers like C. |, Mulford, creazor of the
abwurdly unoowboylike Hopalong Cassidy; and Zane Grey, a New
Wouk demist who knew almost nothing of dee West bur refased
lex char ger in the way of & good wale.™ The first movie wesiern, The
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Great Train Robbery, came i 1903. By the vpzas, westerms
accounted for nearly a third of all Hellywood features. But ther
real peak came in the pog0s on television. During their zenith year,
1954, the Amenicin television viewer could choose smang rwenty-
eight western series running on network elevision — an average of
four 2 nighe, ™

It is decidedly odd thar these figures of the West, whose lives
comsisted mosthy of herding cows scross bonely plains and wheose
idea of ultimate excitement was a bath and a shave and a night on
ehe o in & place like Abilene, shniald have exerted smoh 2 grip on
the popular imagination. As the historian William W, Savage has
pur it: “The camle basiness and cowboy life were hardly rhe snuff of
which begends are made . .. The cowboy is a symbol for many
things = courage, bonoar, chwalr} individualism - few of which
have mach foundatian in fet5"

Cowbaoys certainly didn't spend a bor of cime shoonng each
other. Im the ten years that Dadge Ciry was the higgest, rowdiess
covw pown in the world, only thirry-four people were bunied im the
intamous Boot Hill Cemetery, and almost alll of them had died of
neanural causes. Inchdents like the shonc-owr ar the 0K Cosral or the
murder of Wild Bill Hickock became famous by.ding of their being
0 unusnal, These who eere shor seldom gor up again, Scarochy a
wesgern movie has been made im which ar leasr ome character hasn'c
txken a bullet in the thigh or showlder but shragged it ofil with a
manly wince and continued firing. As one observer has pat it *One
wodd thimk chat the human shoulder was made of some sebl-
healing material, rather like a puncrure-proot fre™* In fact,
nineteenth-cennary bullets were so slow, relatively speaking, and so
soft thar they almost never moved cleanly through the vicrim's
bady. Instead, they bounded around like a pinball and exited
through @ hole like thar created by & fist punched through paper,
Even if a bullet miraculously missed the victim's vial organs, he
wonibd almaost imvariably paffer deep and incapacitating shock and
bieed ro death within minures.

For the most part, trust and goodwill wene ne more lackmg in the
lawless enwironment of the West than elsewhere. As Boarstin notes,
it i o e demt that the term pardmer — originally conveying 2 sense
much desper and meore crusning chan that of 3 casual freendship -
entered the language in the gobd felds of California acound 1850.™
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Jusgtion wan olten peremptory and vwilt — thieves and cheati on .

rverhoats were gemerally pur downs on the pearess sand-bar and lef
0 make chidr wary back o dvilizsnon, if they could - bar ar leasy
yastice there was. Land-based miscreants were oftem dealt with by
leaparen COMITS = Emprompou coavocanions thar seldoan bochered
with the nicesies of dwe process. This rateer odd and interessing
verm has been craced oo Texas, a place notwbly deficient in
amipodean marsupials, and was first recorded in 1845 It appears
w have mo connection o Anearalia = the expression was unknown
there unsil introduced Erom Amevics = and may derive from the
idea of & ciminal besng bounced like 2 kangaroo to che gallows, bat
that is no more than congecture.

Amomg ocher terms that appear o bave arisen in the West are
baogus, rip-roaring, foist in the sense of & guthering spar, piker for
an ungruseworthy charscoer (it is sometinees said vo be a reference o
the inhabdtanes of Pike County, Mimouri, bor more probably
oomes from twrspikel, fo be cogp bemeven @ rock aad o bard
place, stx-shooter for & Colt revolves, pumplay, boldup, snd crook,
plus soodes of others thit didn't survive mba the raenteth century,
ssch s dyimp avich throad tromblr and rhe big jump for heing
Busged. Hoge i whally mystenous and crsok anly shightly les s
Crook may have something o do with the fact that a dhephards
crok s ot straight but bene (ens wasin the nimeteenth omngury 4
cxmenon adpective for a criminal, and soill is in Brimin) but woten
evidenoe is lacking,

Bdany of the terma we most clossly associace with cowboys and
Hr:mﬂ:fkpwplnmdﬂﬂtwumfh‘ﬁrutmlmﬂlmr
ilatall Dogy, a all, lieesd i thee s yrics: *git
al-n.n,g_ lide dogy, git along’, has not been foend earlier than
TR0 Hn-cmgw for a jail, didn’r enzer che language wnol 19200
Bandits were seldomn called that; baveditn was the more common
T, hmmmwwmhﬁ!uw&;mggnﬁm
were all the invenrions of Holhwood scripewritess. !

The kexical creations of cowhoys, mimers and other westemn
Americang become incidenasl when compared wab the legacy of
Swushmfmmﬂuwﬂl These st one sime nambered well over

d. Amoag th b sume b corn we fied Eaeso (1819,
sambrern [ 1RE]), patio [ 0B27), corval (8 Baal, lardar (from L reata,
‘e repe’y B3], camyner (18 34), pland [1B38], buarra, stamide
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and rodes (1841, bosanza (1Baul, bromeo and prondo (1Bga),
alfaffa {eBgg), cmck (from cimcha, a saddle girthy 18 59), péato
(n86c} and wigilaate (1 BE5)""

Ovten thess words had o be wrestled ineo shape. Wrangler
comes from caballeramgero. Vamos became samoose amd then
PO, 'I.-'.qmn, ligewadly “cowe huanadler', wene rhrough amy sumber
of vamations — bwgkhara, bakkarer, backayro, buccabra — before
Bmally sering imto English as buckaeroo. The ten-galfom bat is
meaned g fosr ies capaciry 1o hold Bguids (i would have to be the
size of a bath-tab: for that) bot for the braid with which it was
decorared; the Spanish for braid is golde.

Sometimes the English spellings of Spanash words pook sams
timee to become eszablished. As late as the 19208, bromoo appeared
in a Farmouws ad for Jordam cars in this manmer: “Somewhere west of
Laramie, there's a. bromche-bascing, steer-roping girl who knows
what Fm talking abour,” bn the same way, G, M, Anderson, the fiea
cowlbsoy movie smar, wis fometimes represented o his fans as
Brawcho Billy, and dhe evidence suggests thag it was proncanced by
SOME a5 :pe]lnd Meanwhile, raucher, from the Mexscan-Spanish
ramctha, 07 “meess-room’, was often onginally promoanced “ranker”.

The first English-speakeng immigrants 1o the south-west also
encountered Spamish-Mexican coisine for the first ome: aoos,
mchiladas, rortilla and che ldke. Maches are aaid oo be named for a
certain [gnacio who made them particalardy well, bur che story, if
trae, & i d. Ulngy hly apocryphal s the old tale
that Mexicans began calling Amvericans grimpos because a popular
marching song during the Mexican war contaned the words
“Green grow the rushes. In fact, grimgo is noc 2 Mew World
termm an all, It was i common use in Spakn m ke dghieeath century
It is & corrupbion of Griego, 'Greek”, signifying anancelligible
fcﬂrlﬂn babhble, in much the same way a5 we say ‘W's Greek 10
me.?

Many other verms: char ane luenped im with Spasish
expressions brought into English by cowboys and ranchers acnaally
endered English misch earlier, smong them adobe and i as catly
@ ITES, calaboose {from calabaza, ‘dJ.l.ngﬂm"r by 13ga, and
mustang (from mesteda or mestengo, signifping seay animals) in
1BoB, One of the more breathtakingly complex of these early
adaptations was maroce. [m the sense of being stranded, it began
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Sparaih alio apphed the word 1o a mibe of M

life wn dee Spamish cimarrdn (lecrally “ene who beed on the
mouncain tops' |, and criginally signified o fugieive slave in the Wese
Indies. Then it came o mean the affspring of such a slive. Finally
arrived at its modern sense of suffering sbandonment. Bar the

n [pdizns

{Ehe oney we knenw a5 Sermimali), In the mean tame, the French had
picked ug the word, changed it b marron (sheir wornd for chestnet),
amd it was from there chat the English sasuralized - ingo maroos,
Iromecally, when the Semisoles were evemtually dewen from
Florida, they were oled i Oklah mear the Ci

became natoralized in Enghshi as sfagaior.

Spanisk ard we from tee Feench.

1

River. Racher less challenging was & fagarre, ‘the lirard', which

Further norh, Fremch-speaking trappers provided many wseful
H} words o the serders, nocably gopher, resdezvows, peak for a
{ mounsain cop | from the French o), badlawds (ranslared liverally
id from the French mawvaises terves), and park in the sense of a
mrountain valley, Thes last named didn't sarvive in a generad sense
Evat livees on in some plln-narlbes. ssch as Espes Park, Colovado. As

|] wich Spamish, many French words came inoo Ensglich well abead of
the weeters migratons, among them chwte [r8ay), butte and
] picaynir {iBod), ¢owled (1807, depoi (1832) and fo sashay

{1d4E). Ofen chey, too, went through comvalused transforma-
tiong. Lapmiappe, wnually antributed vo the French of Mew Orleass,
im Fact nogeased ansong the Kechaan Indians of Pers a3 yapa, The
Spanish adopeed w as Aspa. The French then sook ir fram the

}

b

[ 1i the English-speakong serders of the West didn’t shoot cach other

i mnch, they did shoor a log of bulfals and & log of Indhams. The reo
wese nol unconnecrad. Berwess 1Rio and 1854, the so mllioa
Baafialo char roamed the greas plasss were reduced s nussiber 1o just
Bon, moss of deose o zoos or mugsng shows. The wirnal
exterminarion of dee buffalo was not smply 4 maner of sloppy
ovweriill, as we are aften led oo Believe, by rhe resule of 'a conscious

E podicy connived ac by die railways, che army and dee carrle ranchers

I as & means of sobduing tve Indisns and keeping chem on dheir

reservations”* During roughly the same penod, the namber of

Indians fell from » million 5o 90,000 as war, dsesce, and

bowrm of e loss of their lands and liveli#ood ook dheir brawl eall.
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To say that the Indians were often treated abysmally barely
conveys at the scale of the indigniry heaped upon them. Again and
again, they were uprooted and moved on wnil they were crowded
on to the meanest, most unproductive land, Though America’s
wars with the Indians ended in 1 886 with the surrender of the great
Apache chief Geronimo, their mistrearment did not end there.
Berween 1887 and 1914, they were deprived of a furcher 86 million
acres. Alvogether, as Howard Zinn notes, the Unsted Staies made
4=o treaties with the Indians and broke every one of them, They
weren't even made citizens until 1924

qu:y o o knows how many Indians thers are. Al we know 15
how many people think they are Indians, which is of course mor the
same thing. Some two million Americans claimed on the 1990
census ro be Indian, bur thar was a rise of almost 40 per cent from
the 1980 census — clearly not in line wicth population growth. ™

Some 300 tribes remain in America roday, but much of the
linguistic diversity that once existed is gone for ever. According o
Dy Duane King of the Matonal Museam of the American Indian,
‘fewer than 100 [Natve American] languages are spoken roday,
and 8o to roo of those will probably disappear within a genera-
fon’.*” Among those most perilousty on the brink of extinction are
Mandan {with only six known speakers left in 1991), and Osage
{gpoken by only five). Lakota, the language used in the movie
Darces writh Wolves, appears to be dead. No native speaker could
be found to act as adviser to the film crew. In onoly half a century or
0 America conguered the West, but at a terrible price to its own
native cultures,
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The Melting-Pot: Immigration in America

I

By the earfy 18308 Amenica’s cocton crade with Britain had become
30 vast that up to a thousand ships at a ame, a significant portion of
the Adantic fleer, were engaged in carrying cowmon to Liverpool.
The problem was thar most made the rotum poumey largely emipty.
Seeking out a convenient cargo for the return trip, the shipowners
hit on an unusual one: people.

Mewer mind that their shaps were never intended for passengers,
thar a crossing could rake up wo three months with the human
freight crowded inro ferid holds that were breeding grounds for
diseases like trachoma and malignant typhus, which in the
nincreenth  centary was so closely assockred with  Arlansic
crogsmgs that it was called ship fever. People were walling to endure
almost any hardship v get o America if the price was right, and by
packing the passengers i and giving them almost nothing in the
Wy of |:|.1.-i]|:."|'|15 mrrl.I:m'f_t. the hrl:q. nrm]d. be m.'lr.le TGt sk bawe I:rur
etbecrively irresistible. By mid-century a one-way ricket in steerage
{50 called because it was near the ship's steering mechandsm and
thius rlﬁi:y] could be had for a3 brile a1 $:|. 2 fram I.iv:rpuﬂ] (1x1 Nﬂr
York, and for less than $S1o from Dubline All butr che most
miserably destitute could scrape ogether that,'

Millions did. From 1go.000 i the 18208, the number of
immigrants to America climbed steadily with each successive
decade: w0 600,000 in the tB30s, 1.7 million in the thy0s, 2.3
million in the 185es. All this was happening in a much mesre thinly
populaoed America, of course. The 3 million immigrants who came
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e thee Linsved Seaces im the decade 184 5—4 5 artived ina counary thas

had a populston of only 20 million to begin with. In just fweney

years, 1H30-go, the proponson of foreign-barn mmigranes in
rica rose from one in a hundred ro one in oea.

Mever before had there been sach a ghobal exodus = and nar juss
to America, bat to Australia, Argentina, Mew Zealand, anywhere
that showed promise, thoagh America had by far the langess share.
Berween 1815 and 1915 it took in 35 millon people, equivalent to
the modern populagions of Morway, Sweden, Austria, |reland,
Demmark and Switzerland. Seven million came from Germany,
roughly 5 million cach from lraly and lreland (1.5 million more
than live in Ireland today), 3.3 million from Russia, 1.5 million
from Scandinavia, amd in the hundreds of thoasands from abmose
everywhere elue = from Greece, Porrugal, Turkey, the Netherlands,
Mexico, the Caribbean, Chma, Japan. Even Canada pd'ﬂ'nded a
quarrer of a million immigrants berween 1815 and rlSe, and
mearly a milllion more in the 19108.% For smaller countres like
Sweden, Morway and Ireland, and for regions within coumtnies, bike
Sialy and the Mezzoguorno in Iraly, the nsmbers represented a
sgnificant drain on buman resources. This was especaally true of
leclamd. In o in was the most densely populated country in
Emrope; by the 1B&os it was one of the lesst.

Omce across the ocean the ammagrants wended nanarally 1w
comgregare in enclaves. Almost all the migrasts from Morway
between @815 and 1860 setifed in just foar stapes, Wisconsin,
Minmesoes, Jows and [linois. In miach dhe seme way, owo-chirds of
the Dhicly were 1o be found in Michigan, New York, Wisconsin
amd lowa. Sometimes they were given active encouragement mw
comgregave. In the first half of the ninctcenth century several
German societies were formed with the express intention of s
comcentrating immigration in a particular anea that chey could in
effeo cake i over. l'.'f:&rmnnsp:nkel'w many when he dreamsd
of Pennsylvania becoming “an entirely German state where . | . the
beautifol German language woiald be used in the legislanive halls
and the coures of justice’. Mot just in Penmsylvania, but in Texas,
Miseoari and Wisconsin, there were earmest hopes of colonzing all
or at least a significant pan of chose stazes.*

In factory towns, too, immigrant growps wete offen concem-
mated 10 an exvraordinary degrese. Im 9o Hungry Hollow,
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IHineais, a sreel cown, was home @ 15,000 Balganans. At the same
time, of the 14, oo people employed in Carnegie meel mills, almost
12600 were from msdern Eurcpe.”

Thase who had nesther the mclinanan to wark im beavy mdwsery
nor the wherewithal 1o mke wp farming generally dustered i cinies
= ewen i, a8 was abmast always the case, their backgrounds were
agricultural. 5o efforclessly did Irish, Poles and balians serle into
urbian life char we easily for et thar most came from rural ssock and
had perhaps mever seem a fAvestarey building or a crowd of a
rhoasand people before leaving home. Often they arrived in sach
numbers a3 1o overturn the prevailing demographics. In a single
year, tB5x, a quarter of & milion Inish came m America, and
almeoss all of them sectled in New York or Boston, By 1855 ome-
third of Mew York's popularion was Trish bom.* As immigration
fram momhern Europe cased in the thind quareer of the century, the
slack was raken up by eastern European Jews. Between 1880 and
1o an estimared one-thied of the Jewish populason of Europe
came o Amenica, and again settled almost exclusively m New
York.”

By the tum of the century, Mew York had become easily the most
cosmenpolinan city the world had ever seen. Eighry per cent of its five
million inkabstants were either foreign bom oc the children of
imenigrants,® It had more Tralians than the combined popalacions
of Florence, Genoa and Vemice, more Inish tham anywhere b
Dubdin, mare Russians than Kiev, As Herman Melville pat ic: “We
are not 50 mwch 3 naton as 3 world,' In 1908 2 Botish Zionist
named lsrael Fangwill wrote a play abowr the immigrarion
experience that gave Amernicans & term far the phenomeson. He
called it The Meltimg-Pod.

The popular image, recreaced in countless movies and books from
The Godfarher o Kame and Absel, 5 of an immagrant sceiving
wide-eyed amd bewildered at Ellis kland, being herded imto a
ghoceny hall, subgeceed 1o an intinidatng baevery of medical tests
and imterviews, being issued a mysterious new name by a gnaff and
digrracred ymmigranos official, and fnally stepping imo the
sumshine to realize that he has made it to the Mew World. Exoopt
possibly fisr the last par, it wasa'n quite like thar.

For ome thing, until 1897 immigrants didn't pass through Elhs
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lelamd, bt dhrough Canlle Garden, a former opera howsse on te
Barpery. Even after immigranon faclicies were mransierred co Ellis
ksland oaly swerage passengers were taken chere. First- and
second-class passengers were dealt with aboard their ships. Mor
was Ellis Isdand (named, incidentally; for an eighreenth-century
owner, Samuel Ellis) the drab, cheerless institution we might
imagine. It was a bewatiful, rchly decorated complex with first-
dlasz health facilities, a roof garden with inspining views of bower
Manhartan and the Sabee of Liberty, and good locd Sor che relasive
few who were subgecied #o desention, Its Registrarion Hall, wich ms
brass chandelsers and vaulted ceiling condaining 19,000 tles, each
1 one ser by hand by Halian crattsmen, was possibly ‘the grandest
# simgle space im Mew York', according to one sccount.”
Alisough the immegration officials were angeestonably hard-
] worled = they processed up o 5,000 arrivals a day and jusy over 1
: itallinen, fivar vinmes: Eis lsland's supposed capaciry, in & single peak
year, 19077 = they performed their duties with efficiency, disparch
and nor a lade compassion. [Many were themaslves emmigrants.)
Thioagh the lise of those who could be denied admocson was
f tarmidishle — it incleded prosomes, lumasics, polygamises, s
|l1 chisty, those wich “oasome or contagious descases’, those
1 deemed likely 1o become public charges, aml some nimety ather
il categorics of undesitables — only about 1 per cent of applicants
1 were denied entrance, and so few were given names they didn'
! willingly accede o as o make the notion effectively mythical. Far
from being a cold and msenadtive introduction 1o e Bew World, 5
f was a dazzling display of America’s weakh, efficiency and respect
fior the commeon person = and ane thar mede many oaly belbeve

thar they had pagsed ingo an earrhly paradise.
Once fasded on Manhatan the mew imenigrants would im-
| mediarely find fartier sunifestanions of the wosdroussess of
America, At the landing point they would often be approached by
fellew countrymen who spoke thear law. ket wiho wero
frvendlier, easier in their mamner and f2r more namily deessed chan
smy they had seen ar home. Wich asmounding magnanimiry, these
instant friends would offer m© help the newly arrived immigrant
find a job or lodgngs, and even insist on camryisg the gep inco
whiich he had pachied his few valuables = one coulds't be o canefil
e Mew York, the i wiuld be ol Iy d, Amd
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them at some posnt the immbgrant would tarm o discover that his
new friend had vanished with his belongings, and that he had just
learmed has frsc imporman lesson aboor life in 8 mew land. Few
newly armved mmmigranes were st ferond bn some way within
it frst days.

Mgt of che millions of lower-class immigrants serched in the four
square miles that were the Lower Easr Side, often in conditions of
appalling squalar, with a3 many as twenty-five people sharing a
simgle windowless room. As early as the 1Béos, three-quamers of
Mew Yark Ciry s populstion — more chan 1.2 mallion people — were
packed imo jase 37,000 temements. By che end of the censury the
populanon density of the Lower East Sode was greater than i the
shams of Bombay.'" In an effort o improve condicicns, a law was
passed in 1 Bég requiring rhat every bedroom have a window, The
result was the air-shaftr. Though a commendable nation in
principle, air-shafis rarned oar po be 3 nemural recepeache for
garbage and household slop, and thus became conduits of even
grearer flth and pestilence.

Crime, prostinstion, begging, disease and almost every other
indicaror of social deprivanon existed av levels thar are all bug
inconceivable now. (Murder, however, was the excepivon o thas
rules the pane is vem vimnes higher oday. ) A srudy of Lrish -'nmlmu
ta Baston around mid-century found that on average they
for juast fiomreeen years in Amnerica. In 1888 che infant deah rate in
the lralian quarer was 315 per 1,000, Thar is, one-third of all
babies did mor survive cheir figst year 2

Gangs with names like the Plog Uglies, Diead Rabbits and
Bowery Bhoys roamed the streers. robbing and mugging [an
Americamism daring from 1863; also somerimes ca
with something approaching impuanity. Although Mew Yerk had
had a police force simce 1845, by the sacomd hatf of the nineteenth
cenrury it was tharoughly cornape and ineffecrual, Typecal of the
bmdmﬂief&upmmﬂuandﬂ'ﬂhhbﬁ"‘dm who was
beought up on charges no fewer than 318 nmes, bt was never
dismissed or even apparently disciplined. Swch was his p.l:t :I'm'
corrupdion thar by the rime of his re b had g
yache, a house in Connecticut and savings of 300,000, '

Against such & background, it is hardly sarprising thasr many
wnmigrants fled back to Earope. At one point, fof every 1oo
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Iralians who armived in Mew York each year, 73 left. Perhaps as
many a5 one dhird of all immigrancs evesually rensmed o their
native soil.**

MHone the bess, the orend was pelentdessly wpward. The pamemn was
fot pove immagrant group tosettle in snenclive and then disperse afier
2 gEneTation or so, with a new concentration of immigranes taking i
place. Thus wiken the Inish abandoned dheir raditonal sronghold of
the Five Poinys avea, their place was taken immediately by Falsans.
The old German neighbowrhoods were taken over by Russian and
Polish Jews. But there were finer gradations than this, parsoalarly
among the lralians. Nacives of Genoa rended to accumulace along
Baxter Street, while Elizabeth Street howsed a large communery of
Sacibizns. Calabrians congregared in che neighboarhood known as
Mulberry Bend. Alpine kalians = those from areas like Tidno in
Swirrerland and the Tyrol near Austria —were almost invarsably robe
foand om Sixty-ninth Soreet.

Immigrane groaps had cheie own eheatres, newipapers, libraries,
schools, clubs, stores, taverns and p|a|::: of worship. Germans
alone could choase berween 133 German-language newspapers by
rlyo, some of them, like che Mewr York Stastc. Zedimg and the
Cincinmati Volksblarr, nearly as lange and influential as ther
English-language cownterpars.'® Yiddesh-speaking Mew Yorkers
coald in 1935 choose from a dozen daily newspapers, one of
which, the Jeswnsh Daily Forward, had a arcalation of 125,000
Even Morwegians had forty papers in their own mngue o dhoase
fromm across the nathom as 4 whale, It wag possable — indeed, mn some
cases normal = ta live an entire lide in the United States and never
speak English,

Dharchy, for instance, remzined widsly spoken in naral Mew Yark
well into the naneteenth cenmury, some two hundred rm:a‘lcrd:r
Mecherlands had rereared from the cominent, The celebeared
femindst and public speaker Sojurner Truth, for nstance, was
raised in 3 Duech howschold in Albsny and spoke onldy Duach wneil
she reached adulthood.™ According to Raven 1. McDavid, jun., ‘a
few mative speakers |of Duech] survived in the remeter parts of the
Hudson Valley as late as 1941"."7

wﬁew\hmmﬂrammwlml presenoe
in Amecrica, their | legacy is From their carliess
dlnufmnmﬁmmmhﬂhmmﬂdbcbdlm—
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bbnglerfunts {liberally ‘thunder gun'} as earky as ré§g, o im 1660,
alebgtr i pras. By the mid-cighiersth cenpary Dusch woeds fooded
o American English: stoop, spar, colekae, bogs, pif in che sense of
the sone of a fruic, bedpam, bedspread {previously lovowm as o
counteriarl, coodir, s, mitut (from the colloguial Dwech 1k
migt wert', mwaning | don't knew”), the ditingte American
enerrngative how comaed (8 lingral rramslasion of tee Dusch boskom),
popprenck (from pappekak, ‘solt dung), dusderivasd, snd probably
the cabooatle in kir ang catoodle. (Boedel in Dunch 5 3 word for
}muuhdd!h‘fcu,:}mumﬂlthrd it is worth noong, mentions it
o the Krio katrdy of West Abnca.)™

Twe pamticulacly durible Americanssn chat emanate from
Dhanrch are Sears Claws [our of Sarer Klasc a familiar form of 5F
Micholas), firse recorded in Amencan Esghsh in 1773, and Yarkee
[probably from eigher Jaowke, o dimisonve equivalest so the English
Jobwery, or Jan Kaas, *Jobm Cheese’, intended oniginaliy as a mild
insulc]. (Wten Dusch words were given entirely new senses.
Smoepen, meaning vo slip candy ing one’s mowth when no oot s
wanchisg, was transformd into the English snoop, meaning ta ipy
ar otherwise manifest pednes. ™ Docks, ‘dell’, became doxy, 2
waman of easy virnse, Hokester, am ismooanus rradesman, became
Bucketes, somene Dot 1o be ennnely rrusted. Dvop oo the Duech
signified a rype of sauce. In Amenca, cramslicersred as dope, it
began with chat sense in rio7, but gradually took om many others,
from a persom of limited mental aosity (1851), vo a2 kind af
lubricamt {vE7es), 10 3 form of opium (1889), to any kmd af
narcotic drug [1E9es], 1o a preparstan dessgmed vo affeo 4 borse's
performance (1gca), o imade islogmstion [1935). Along the way
it apawned several compounds, sotably dope fiemd (1Eg6) and
dope addict (Ta33)

5l other Drarch terms came o English by way of nawtical
moavmcts, reflecting the Nﬂf!rlu'ids' days of emizence on the sear,
amony them b, breipbie {oniginally a short proseciing spar;
howw i‘r became eransberred o f‘l:ls!.'ir characier is u::.kp:rl.
blard, caboase (originally & ship's galleyv), fresboorer, bold,
rowwnd gl sihop.

As Duech demonstrates, a group's leguisnc mfluence bears scant
relacion po the numbers of people wheo spoloe ic. The Irish camee in
their milkons, bar supplied only a handbol of words, moably
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smeiberesny, Hfa,puhmm r,brd-ﬁ'my, 'wvflxﬁl {hrom  Gaidic
sgilachde, 1Irmuan:”'] and slewr (Gaelic shaaph), plos one or two
semantic puances, notably a more casaal approach vo the divtng-
tions berween shall and soill, and the habit of amaching defmite
articles to conditions thar previously lacked them, 5o that whereas
a Briton might go inta hospital with flu or measles, Ameticans goto
the hosgizall and suifer from the e and the measkes.

The Scandinavians imparted even less. With the exception of a
very bew food words bke gravlaks and pmorgasbord, and a few
regicnal rerms like futfisk (a fish dish) and lefee (2 pancake) that are
generally unkmown curside the upper Midwest and the booles of
Garrison Keillor, their linguistic presence i America beft no trace.

lalian was slightly mote productive, thoagh again only with
Food wiords = spaghetti, pasta, macarand, ravioli, pizze and che like.
The few non-food lalian verms that have found a lbome m English,
like cigp amd paparereo, came moch later and not throogh the
medium of immigration.

German by contrass prospered on American soil. Germans had
bheen present in America from early colonial times = by 1685 they
had formed their own commanity, Germantown, near Phala-
delphia — bar the bulk of their immigranion came i rwo relatively
shore, sabsequent bursts. The furst, numbering some go,000,
happered mastly in the fve vears from 1749 10 1774 and was
largely completed by the time of the American Revolation. ! From
15 yo—10 there was a second, larger inflax foossed mosdy on urban
areas like 5S¢ Louss, Cindnnan, Chicago, Milwaukee, Cleveland,
Buffalo and Mew York, m scveral of wheeh the German culrural
impact was not juase ous bur domi g- As an edirorial
writer for the Houston Post noted at the outbreak of World War |,
“Germany sotms 1 have lost all of her foreign possessions with the
exception of Milwankee, 5t Louis and Cincnnan, "

Omnly a few German words naturalieed into English date from the
earlier perind of immigranon, notably sawerkrawr (Ty76é}, prefeel
118agq) aned dumb in the sense ufsmpid {1825} Most Amercanized
Geerrmian eerms arose dunsg or soon afeer the second wave: fo loaf
and loafer (1835}, anch, bub and pumperaicke! (1839}, fresh (in
thee sense of beng borward, 1848), kinderparten (1852), mix (185 1),
J.El]-m-f {probably from Scbeisse, “shit®; 1856), check (in the sense of
a restaurant bill; 1868), and possibly boodium [from the Bavarian
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dislect ward bodabenp; 1872}, Rather shower vo assamilane wene
delicareinem (18%0), kapar (1&g 5}, fimk (from Shmicrfimk, a baze
character, lievally “a greasy bird'; sfgz), kaffecklatech amd
Backstop (1903, and soram [1936). + From Germn peakers oo
came the American o saying geswndheit [Chealth!'} after a
sneeze, so long wpon departing, and Bow as an intensifier, and the
pracrice of putting fest an the ends af many wonds — for example,
icopfest, foodfest, dhugfest and talkfest

Many German terms underwent some generally minor modshica
tioas of spelling ro make them accord with English practice, so that
awdsch became onch, fréch became fresk (in the semse of imperti-
reent], Braml (unwelll became cramky, sussiback became suneback,
Schmiierkise became smiddrcase, and Lebermwrst became [ioer-
[

Equally productive, if rather less dithesed through society, was
Yiddish (from Middle High German faldisch diursch, “Jewish
German'l, brought w0 America by casterm Euwropean Jews
beginming in about 1880, Though hased on German, Yiddish is
wiriten froen eight vo left like Hebrew, and uses Hebeow characrers.
It arigimated im the early twelfth cenrury in the Jewish ghettoes of
genaral Europe. As the Jews dispuﬁstd shrough Europs dhey rook
Yiddish with them, enlivening it along the way with borrowings
from Arsmaic, Hebrew, various Slavic and Romance lasguages,
and Enally English. By the Lite nineteenth century it was the mother
tongse of some eleven million people, 2 quarer of whom ended ap
i the Unived Seares,

As with the Germans, Jews came to Amserica in well-defined bat
far more caleurally disriner waves — fiess a small block of Sephardic
Jews from Spain and Portugal (Sephardic means Spamiard in
Hebrew) im the seventeenth amd cighteenth cennaries; chen, from
thie t8zas to the r8Ras, 4 madh larger group of Ashkenazy Jews
[mamed for the scripmaral figare Ashchenaz) from elsewhere in
western Europe, particularly Germany; and finally, from abowt
180G o 193y, & tidal wave of casperm F,hm-pﬁn]r.—w:, eapecially
from Poland and Russa.

Members of the firsr owe proups were magrly educared and
-twrd'mablr off, and they :l.lppﬂ] rel:liuh smoathly ineo
American lsfe. Many of the prest names of Amenican husiness and
philanthropy — Guggesheim, Kohn, Loeb, Seligman, Schiff,
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Lewisohn, Mocgenthau, Speyer — trace theis origins vo the firit and
more particulardy second waves. Those in the final diaspora were
bry contrasy simoss uneversally ragged and poor. Arleast one-foarth
could mok read o write, To the ‘wpeown Jews', these new arrivals
werg something of an emhb They referred po them as
“barbarizns’ of “Asiatcs’, and regarded speaking Yiddish as a mark
of poverty and ignorance.

Ie weas chese pooe exstern Bropeans, however, sho wauld more
than any other group reshape Amernica’s concepe of miself. They
waould creare Hollywood, revivify rhe ensermainmont indusery amd
provide many of Amerca’s most cherished creative talents, from
the Marx Brothers o the composers George Genbiwin and lrving
Berlin. The latter tao would pet cheir start m the Mew York musc
diszricy knowwn as Tin Pam Alley (50 called becawse of the cacophony
al noise to be beard there ), Gershwan with "Swinee” and Berlin with
the 108 hit *Yidl with Your Fiddle, Play Some Ragrime’, 3 song
theat, in the words of the writer Masvin GelGind, “speaks volumes on
the process called asssmalarion’.

Amoag the Yiddish wonds that found their way o o greater or
lesser exrent into mairswesm English were fo bishirs, sehmiaiiy
{liverally “chicken fat’), schismied, schlock, keister (rear end), nosh,
ooy, masbigggal (orazy|, sclwan (a backwand person, schwocole,
o schlep, chutzpah, scvikse (3 Christian female), baged, pastrami and
glitch (fram ghtschen, ‘w slip’l, ples a ralt of expresseons withowr
which American English would be very much the pocrer: | should live
0 foeg, | oborld worry, et lost, I'm coming already, | meed it ke |
meed @ bole in the head, and many oihers.*

Many Yiddish rerms convey degrees of muance that make them
pracncally untranslatable, sxcept perhaps theough bumour, a
quality mever far off when Yiddish is under descussion. Chutzpab,
for examiple, is uspally defimed im dicrionarizs & 3 kind of
br et 163 subsleties camnot be betber conveyed L'hl:ll:ryﬂr

"y whauld by pﬂmou.m rhlr'rhrd-uﬂﬂﬂ-:-fl'.-emn. Darch and

Wididrib eden makes i i 0 i i AETPR y b e cigap. Spodsk and
dumb cruld ba n\:r!}mmwﬂ-’mmmm l.nd--u* uﬂnﬂ—dm
e i likely 1o b if ot oot E s hovein Ui s stmiries 6

Vikchieh Miore: oty ot e el ot csboiily comme ntem: b diiationst
samabtanepudy
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old joke about the boy wha kills his parents, then begs mercy from
the court becanse he has only recently been orphaned.

Such was the scabe of immigrason chag by 1930 mare tham 35 per
cent of white Amegicans were foreign bomn or had ar beasy one
foreign-borm parent.™ Confined as they often were 0 ethnic
enclaves by a combination of economecs, prejudice and con-
venience, i is 4 wonder that America didn'y sploneer imo scores of
lingussic poscieers. Bur it did mot, and for several reasons. First, as
we have aleeady seen, people moved on as sssimiladon and
eronomic circumstamces permicted. An area like char arcumd
Hester Street in New York maght remain Yiddish-speaking fos
several gemerations, bur dhe speakers were o constantly changing
muss, For the most part, foreigs immegramts couldn’t wait to leam
English and circalane in the wider world. Indeed many, particoularly
amsong the children of immigrants, refased m speak their anceseral
tomgue o otherwise acknowledge thear ethnic groundeng. In 1927,
Tiree magazine poineed oue, odder Jews momngh.imiag that the
younger generation didn’t understand Yiddwh. ™ At about the
same rinse H. L. Mencken was noting: ‘In cities such a5 Cleveland
amd Chicago it is a rare second-generation American of Polish,
Hungaran or Croatisn stock who even presends o know his
parents’ aative language '

Chiildiren not cnly refused o learn their parents” language, bue
“woald reprove therr parenas for speaking iv in frong of ﬂrnnpers'."
As the historian Maldwyn Allen Jooes has pue iz “Culbarally
estranged from their patents by their American educarion, and
wanting moching so moch a5 m become and m be accepeed as
Americans, many second-generation immigrants made deliberate
efforts to fud themeslves of rheir heriage. The adoprion of
American choskes, speech, and interests, often accompanied by the
shedding of an exotic surname, were 31l par of a process wherdhy
anrecedenits were repudiared as 2 means of improving stanss, "

“Ewery immigrant who comes here should be required within five
years oo learm English or leave the country,’ barked Theodore
HRispsevelr in 1918, In fact, almost all did. Of the 15.4 million
foreign-born inhabitanm of rhe United Staves in 130, all bus
&7ro,000 were deemed by cemsus enumerators 1o have 2

grasp of English, and mout of thase who did not were recent
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artivals or sempotary resdenes [many [alians in parthcular came
far a part of every year when there was no farm work o be had at
home}, or telt dvemselves voo old to learn. Alchough st arban,
non-natrve speskers of Enghish could get by without Englesh, mest
chiose mot to. There were 19 be sure troubling disparicies. Only 3 per
cent of (erman immnigrancs did not speak English im 1930, while
almost 15 per cent of Poles snd 16 per cen i of [talians (s to over
vy per cent for Iralan women| existed in limguistc isslagion,
though within a g thase propomions would b
negligible. ™

Oecasionally rearguard acnons were fought. In 189, when a
law was imtroduced requining English to be used exclasively in
parachial schiools im Milwaukes, che German comanumiry was &0
incensed that it nucfed out the ciry's Republican administrabon and
broughr in a Democraric one. As |age as the cucheeak of World War
I, Babrirore had four elementary schools thar taught exclusvely in
German. Already, however, chose trying to procect their linguistc
hericage were fighring s losing baetle.

All this is understandable in urban areas where it was mecessary
and desirable wo vempare our of the aeghbourhood from ome o
time, and whsere mimgling between various immigrant groups was
inevieable Ir doesn't 5o easily explain more isclaned communities,
At the marn of the censury throughour the Midwes: dvere existed
humdreds of mowms or daseers of towns imhabired almost seclu-
sively by specific lingmistic groups. bowa, for instance, had Elk
Harn (founded by Danes), Pella (by the Durchs) and che Amana
Colonkes (by Germam), amang many others. In cach of dhew
places, the local populace was both homogeneous ard sutficiently
remode to escaps the general pressure o bevome Anserscanioed,
Even if they learned English im order to liscen oo the radio and
converse with outshders, we might ressonably expect them 1o
preserve their mother tomgue for privare use. On face, almoss
without exception, they did not. By the 1930s in such towns
English was not oaly the main language spoken but the oaly
langaape spoken, Even those German immigrants who came 1o
America with the imtention of foanding a Kirmdewtechlmd, or
Linke Germany, in Texas or Wisconsin, evennaally gave up the
fight. Today it is unusual 1o find anyome m any such wwn wha
knows more tham 2 few words of his ancestors” wongue. Clearly
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even here the desire to feel a part of the wider calture proved
irresistible in the long term.

Cmly ome group has managed to estst in significant numbsers che
tempiations of English. | refer to the speakers of the corious dislecy
thar ks known generally, if mistakenly, a5 Penmsylvania Drench. The
namne is am accadent of history, From the early tighteenth centary to
dmdﬁﬂuft:mmmldmmm
applied not just vo che language of Holland and it esvirons, bat 1o
much else that was bewilderingly foreign, most especially che
Gﬂ'mnhw daubiless in conhasion with the German word

'I'th cari 1 Pennsylvania 3 the invieason of William
Penn, who believed that their ascetic religious principles fred
comloreably with his own Quaker beliefs, The German influx,
eventually comprising abowt 100,000 people, or a third of
Pemnsylvania’s populstion, was made ap of & varlery of loosly
related sects, morably Mennonites, Schwenkenfelders, Dunkards,
Moravians and Amish, buar it was the Amish in particular who
spoke the Palarinare dialecr of High German thar ﬂEfIl'I.ﬂ“f
evolved into the ongee that most know as Pennsylvanis Dutch. To
the Pennsylvania Dusch the language is called Muddersrschproods.
To scholars and the linguistically fastidious it is Pennsylvania
Cerman.

For a century and a hall Pennsylvania German was langely
ignoeed by scholars. Mor uncl 7924, when Maross Bachman
Lambert published a Dricriomary of the Now-English Words of the
Permugylogmin Germgs Dialect, with just ander 17,000 encries, did
it at last begim to receive serious artention. Even mow it remams
relatively meghected &5 a wpic of academic inverest, which is a pity
because few dialecs provide a more instructive example of what
hxppens o languages when they exist in isolagon, As the linguis
a.ld.hburi.nne\.mﬂﬁaﬂdlﬂm has put it: “In an lgrwbmﬂiu?m
hillsoms af dollars avadable for trips o the moon and destnaction
abroad, it uv!qﬁﬁmmmﬂmlhhmdduﬂmm
heelp Snamee the prodhscricon of » d ¥ of the | of the
nﬂulzndllrptﬂumnljmuhﬂuﬁe\lnﬂh.ﬁm
Cie ne, Gl

Becaase ir has always been primarily a -miluqm:l..:-p-ubm-&ihu,
very different in form and content from seandard German,
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Pennsylvania German  presents  serwous  problems  with
orthography. Pur simply, almost any statement can be rendered ina
variety of spellings. Here, for instance, are three versions of the
Same [EXI:

D Humdstage kumtme ail Jobr wn bleibe sechs. .

D boowns-dawpa coomd alla yobr w bliva sex. . .

Die Humdsdasge kumme alle Yaabr ws blpwee sex. . *
During its long years of isolation, Pennsylvania German has
become increasingly distinct from mainstream German. Many
words bear the unmistakable mark of English influence, athers
preserve archaic or dialectal German forms, and stll others have
been coined i site. The drift away from standard German can be
seen in the following:

FEMNGY LVANIA GERMAN STANDAED GEREMAN ENGLESH

aageghesser Erillen eyeglasses
baersl ete Bawern farmers
baneren Bawernhafe farma
elider ol eleven
feserblarz Kamin; Feustplatz firepllace
eenich ehbes wtweas; rgend erwas anything
Febiber Febirwar Febraary
dabbich ungeschicke clamsy
alde daage Aleer old age
Schiaagebeniach ik zack Tigzag
Grischrdaag Weihnachien Chiistmad
Pei Varick Meew York New York

A simking feature of Pennsylvamia German is is wealth of cursously
specific terms. Motions and siruations thar other languages require
tong clawses to convey can often be expressed with a single word in

Pennsylvania German. For example:

Jedderschei = the condition of being reluctant to write
leeters.

aagehar — an eyelash hair that grows inwardly and irritares
the sclera.

dachdraps — waser dripping from 2 roof.

aarschygnoddle - the globules of dung found on hair n the
wvicinity of the anus, (And, no, | canmor thisk why they
might need such & word )
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Aries peak in rhe nimersenth cenaury Pepmaylvania German was
wpoken in commianisies as far afield as Canada, che upper Midwest
and the deep Scuth. Today, according to Beam, it constnores “hat
thee permnamts of a unigque German-American Folk culiiee, so rapid
has been the process of acculturation’.’* Estimates for the cusrent
number of speakers ramge as high as 16,000 = Marckwardtin 1980
said that up to a quarter of the inhabitanes of Lehigh, Lebanon and
Berles counmties in Pennsylvania snll spolce it = bur the wend is
implacably downward,

n

If ome armmode cam be said oo charsoenize America’s regard for
immigraton over the past twe bundred years it is the belsef that
while sgrarion was unquestionably a wise and prescienn thing
in the case of one’s parents or grandparents, it really ought b stop
aow, Por owo handeed years socoeeding peacranens of Americans
have persuaded themselves that the couniry faced immanent social
diskocarion, and evempaal ruin, ar the hands of the graspang foreign
hordes pouring through ber ports.

As early 28 the marn of the nenereenth century, Thomuas fefferson
responded to calls for restrictions an immigranion by asking, a mifle
plamntively, *Shall we refuse the unhappy lugitives from diseress
thuar hasparality which the savages of the wilderness exsended ro owr
fathers ariving in thes land?* — though even he feared that
immigrancs wich their ‘uabounded licenniousness” would narn the
United Seates into a “heterogeneous, incoherent, distracted mass”, ™

Freowm the carbies days, wmmigranes aroused alarms and smracred
epithers. For the mose pare, early micknames for fareigners were
anly mildly abusive — lor example, calling vhe Germans arbbage-
heads or krawts {from tieir liking for sanerkraat) = or even rather
backhandedly affectonate. This was partsculacly the case with the
lrish, whenge fondness for drinking and brawling and perceived lack
of acquaintance with the higher mental processes inspired a
number of mostly good-namwed terms of deroganon, so thar a
police station was an Irish clubbows, 3 wheelbarrow was an frab
baggpy, bricks were Irish comferti, an frsh beadty was a woman
with rwo black eyes.
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As rime wene on, however, the rerms grew agler and more
barbed, and vemded to cluster araund harch mono- or desyllables
thar were moc a0 much spoken as spar: ohmk, Bike, dago, polack,
apug, bebw. Many of these had been ﬂuxrmg around m Euﬂisﬁ lege
befnre they became common in Americe, Polsck was corrent in
Elizabethan England and can be found in Hamdet, Chink appears
o have been ooined in Anstralia. Sheewy, o term of uncertain
provemance, arme i the East Eid of London, where #t wias Rrst
noved in 181y, Kike, however, is an Americandsm first recorded in
917, Itrsﬂmng;hbunur-efrmrlu -ké terminations on names like
Levingki, Bobunk, probably a blend of Bobermion and Humgarian,
is also of American origin and dates from the early 19005, Spic, for
Latin Americans, i sid by Menclen to derive from “mo spi Ingls'.
Wap, from guappo, & Meapaligan rxpfmm tor & dandy or fop,
was brought from Iraly but took om its unseemty, mare generalized
shadings in the Mew World, (The idea that sap is shom for
‘withour passpon” is simply unimee. )

Geographical precision has mever been a hallmark of terms of
abuse, Giita began, scearately, &5 & berim bo describe an Afnican in
the lace eighteenth cemtury, then arreched irself to lakians in the
1EBos. Dago omganated a8 a shortening of Diggoe and was at first
applied oo Spaniards before becoming assocared with Iralians,
Greeks, Mexicans and amyone else suspiciously foreign and
swarthy in the 18808, a3 did greaser [dating from as far back a
r&y&) and the more recent preagefall, Mamy others have mercifully
fallen by the wayside, notably skibly for 2 Japanese {possibly, of
somewhat mvseeriously, from sukebed, “lewdnes'), and the even
meore ahacare gu-gu for a Filiping, both once very common on the
WESE coast.

Unal the dosimg years of the nineteenth century America
preserved mos of its afficial racist animus for blacks and Indiams,
et in 1 &8z it added a new category when Chinese were expressly
densed entry to the United States, and those already in the country
were Jorbadden the righes and pratections of cnzenship. In rooy
the exclusion was extended to the Japanese. Throughout the early
decades of this century, Orientals were compelled o arvend
segregated schools, and barred from 'Wﬂh provding
landlords with considerable soope for abase.™ Into the 1950, the
smmigration quotas for Aslan countres were niggandly, to say the
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least: 185 for Japam, 105 for China, oo each for Korea and the
Philippimies.

Bur beginning im the 13904, 5 the lood of smmigrans from the
poocer parts of Europe tarned imto a deluge, raciem became mare
sweeping, more rabid and bess focosed. Anti-immigrast rabermities
like the American Froecctive Assocanion and the Immigraton
Restriction League sprang up and found large followings, and
books like Madisen Gramt™s The Passimg af the Grear Race (which
argued “scvenvtifically” ehat unrestrbcted inamigrasion wis leadiing e
ke dilutson and 5 amon of the national character) became
bese-sellers. William . H, Traymor of the American Protective
Association spoke for the mood of America when he argued against
giving the vote oo ‘every ignotant Dago and Pole, Hun and Slav”
and all the other "crvminal rifiraff of Europe’ that washed up on
American shores.’™ Such sentiments appealed not omly w the
masses but extended even w people of conssderable eminence, The
Immigration Restriction Leagne numbered among its supporters
the heads of Harvand, Sunford, Georgia Tﬁh. the Universiry of
Chicage and the Wharton School of Finance.

Even Wondrow Wilson, wive many wemld AMgUE Was 45 En-
|i.;hh¢rud:?le:i.dﬂ1.|: as there bias been this centiary, could werbe in
his History of the American People in 1902 thar the recent
immegratons had been characterized by ‘multnsdes of men of
loreeesn class From the sowth of haly, and men of the meaner sort our
of Hungary amd Polamd” whe collectively were endowed wih
neicher skills nor energy ‘mor any ininative of quick incelligence’.
Thee Chimese, he added a erifle daringly, “were more i be desared, a5
workmen if mos as citizens™. ™™

When several alian immigrants were hynched in Mew Orieans
for associatng with blacks, President Theodore Roosevely made
appropriace lamentathons in public, bat remarked im & leter 1o his
sister that he thoughe it was really ‘rasher a good thing” and added
derogansry comments about the tresomeneis of vanious dago
diplomars’ who had protested to him abour the |:n'u:l.|np " Even
Matgarer Sanger, the estermed Barth-conral acrivisy, was meoti-
vared nat by a desire to give women mare control over their destiny
it mserely by the wish 0o reduce dee lower orders through the new
science of eugenics. ' More childres from the fit, less from the unfit—
dhuat is the chicf ksue of birth control,’ she wrote.** Never before
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nor since hawve intolerance and prejudice been more visible,
Enshinmable or universal ansong all levels of American sececry.

In 1ya7, to give vent to the growing concerns that America was
beimg swept to oblivion by a ride of rabble, Congress established 2
panel called the Dallmgham Commisiion. ls forty-two-volume
report concluded essencially rhar mmigration before 1880 had
been mi bad thing — the immigrants, primarily from sorthern
Europe, were (by implicarion) endustrious, decent, trusrworthy,
and |irgl:|1r Provestast, and as a resulbt had assimil ated well = whibe
immigrasion afier 1822 had been marked by the emtrance oo
Amerwa of uneducated, unsophisticated, largely shiftless and
cemuinly non-Protestant  masses from souchern and  eastern
Eurape. It maintained that the Germans and Scandinavians had
bought farms and become productive members of American
society, while the second wave merely soaked ap charity and aceed
a3 a deag on industrial camings.

As evidence the commission pointed ouwt that 77 per cent of
arrested suspects it Mew Tork were foreign bom, 45 were 6 per
cent of those on same foem of relief.*? And the P00 WETE B0 JUsT
overshelmingly, but almost unandmowshy, of imanigrans sk,
Whem the comaission wnvestigarors examined bousing condinons
in Mew York, they could not find a single case of a white native
American Hving in a tenement. The commismon concluded thar
immigrants from souchern and eastern Europe had mcreased

[ .I| i and d i d Wapes.

En facr, all evidence poims in che opposite direction. bt was
because Amersca had a base of low-wage, adapable, unskilled
labsoar thas in wis ablbe 1o become an industrial powerbouse, ** For
ower half a century American business had freely exploited it
fareign-born warkers, paying them appalling wages, dismissing
them wholesale if chey agitared for berrer pay or comdinions, and
replacing them with sew supplies of comphans imeigrants when
necessary, and mow it was blaming them for being poor and
alienated. It failed to note that those who rurned 1o crime or sought
relief were only a small part of the immegrant whole, and thar masz
were in tacr boyal, producrive, law-abiding citizens.

Fured by ehoe cocyigen of irtationaliy, Ametica emered a persod of
grave inmlerance, ot just rowands immigranes bat towards amy
kind of anti-sitablichment behavour. The Sedidon Aot of 1918
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made it ilegal, smang much else, 1o make eritical remarks about
government expenditure or even the YMCA™ S0 low did
wrandards of civil liberry fall that police won ooty rowrinely srreved
people saspecied of sedigion, bur even those wheo came to vigit them

i fail,
Inzgty, |lmdhrmwudwtmﬁtm@mu.llluﬂqm
of gores was dced. An grant b 1o shoow theat he

was capable of reading sthuldumwmds—dm#.nddly these
words did not have wo be English. Guite why a Croar who could
read thirty words of Croatian wis perosived to be better prepared
fior life in America than a fellow Croat who could mot was mever
exnplaimed,

At the same time, the g that were asked of immigranes ar
pors of emtry became far more searching and insinmatng. Arriving
in America in tgan, Go K. Chesterron was astonished at the
probing interview 1o which he had to submit. *1 hawe seood on the
other swde of Jordan, be remarked Laer, “in the kand nged by a rude
Arab chief, where the police looked so like brigands chat ome
wondered what the brigands booked like, Bur they did not dak me
whether | had come to subvert the power of the Shereef; and they
did nog exchibic the fxingem cariosity abowt my personal views on
the ethical basis of cvil anthoging.™? Finally, in 1924, a quota
systemn was introduced and America’s open-door policy became &
part al histary.

By thiis rime, however, immigranrs everywhsers were proving the
imqusiry of the prejadice agadnst chem. The eassern Busopean Jews
in particular showed a regard for education and self-improvement
thar should have been seem as a modd, By 1927, reo-thirds of Mew
York's 20,000 lawyers were Jewish,™ and thousands more had
baile distmguished careers 1 academdics, masicians, playsrights,
joumnalists, doctors, composets, entertaners and in almost overy
wiber feld of human endesvouar. Having taced four decades of
mnptnmtht they dadm-rw-:»ll: Mmmd-n Jews naw found

accused of g 0 hard.

A qubet devve began mmmajcwlﬁ admsions to law schools
lechaing present-day concerns over Asian domination of mstir-
eions of higher learnmng) snd a new expression emtered the
Ianpn.gl, fre o'clock anii-Semiirigm, b;r whach was meant that
people woubd work wich Jews duning che day, if deey musr, bug

18y
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waouldn't dream of socisling with them ar might For at beast
another three decades Jews would remaim carually excluded from
lisnge parts of the American maisstream, Botunsil the vpfos coald
Mhrpemb-shuand.mmjmuhmdubt.mlhp
amsd ocher bastions of gentile life.

Bur the pfqudmﬂbejew:ﬂpqrmmip:lbdnﬂmmpﬂrrdm
thar meted cat to the meost visshle, leass voluntary of all minorties:
black Americans, It may come as a surprise o realiee than blacks
ware one-of the least sumenous of lmmigeant groups eo the Unived
Sawres, purmumbered by Swedes, Siclisns, Poles and almsost every
otler national or ethedc block. Berween 1goy, when che S
consigmment of black slaves arnved in che Caribbeam, and 1488,
whsen slavery was finally oudawed im ies last New Warld sirong-
bold, Brazil, an eszsimared rwelve million black Adricans were
transponied across the Adamtic. The overwhelming majority,
however, went to Brazil and the Caribbean. Just § per crmt — no
mnmmhﬂfa-ﬂlmpmﬂt were imparted ingo whar
was b become the Unined States,*”

For obviows ecosomic reasons, blacks were encouraged o
propagae [rocly, As early a1 1775, they sccounted for 4o per cons
of the populstien of Viegini, o per cent is Month Carcling,
MM:&J%M*.&I over Ao pEf cent I South
Casalina *

Wd\zphymdmﬂnumwhdnhqwmmheﬂﬁ!hu

Hared in e p lar mind = mosy were
nhﬂpmﬂr&dlﬂdﬂﬁaﬂhkmnﬂnﬂhﬂdﬂdﬂ iTwas
afrer all im che slave-owner*s inverest oo Jook afoer bés property - the
prychological hamilatons m which they were subjeoed are
immerasurable. It was mor merely the imposicion of Evoluntary
me&hmhﬂdufmﬂummmmmml:
made Amesican slavery larly odiows. Fischer reporms how a
Vgl B0 Vafjipnila “wis rd b0 see laches bu:nn; naked male
sllaves aber Fall their penitals’."® Female slaves
WEFE ity ==ﬁnhd=ah:w| phrlh ﬁwm;nd thewr
averseers. Scarcely a4 plantagion ext that dide’t have a
sprinkling of mudartos (originally & Spanish cerm denoting & small
mule}, and visiors from cuzside the South weee often aken shack.
at encoustering & lighr-skinned slave bearing a mors than passing
resemblance oo their hos. (Saliy Hemimgs, dhe slave woman who
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may bhave been che long-standing mistress of Thomas Jefferson,
was i fzor his lere wife®s hal-sisper_ )

Slaven were commannly weenched from their paroers — shour a
quartet emded up so separated — and mothers divided from cheie
children. A fypical advertisement of the time read: *HEGROES FOR
SALE. = A NEEIo woman 24 yearsof age, and teo children, one eight
and the other three years. Said negroes will be sald separasely or
together as desired™ I 3 thousand ways they were daily

imded af cheir suhh n status. As the words of a slave song
had ic:

W baké de hresd,

Drey gibr us de orss,

We uif de meal,

Drey gibr un die busis, , .

!"lhlhhnde I

ey il us de ligecn

A sary dar’s good couh for nipger'!

Almost everywhere they were kept in a state of profound
ignoramce. Leaming of any sorn was assumed to be an imvitation oo
tnsabandination. As Joel Chandler Haeris had has ficional ereation
Unde Remus say: “Pug a spellin-book in a nigger's han's, en right
din an dar® you loozes a plowhand. | ken take 2 barl stave an ﬁ'l'.ng_
ma’ sense inter a nigger i one minnit dan all de schoolhouses
berwint dis en de state er Midgigin.™! In comsequence, their
awarenesd of the world beyond the plantarion boomds was
stapefyingly limsted. Fredenick Dougliss recoanted m his auto-
bicgraphy thar undil he secured his freedom he had mever even
heard of Mew Yok and Massachuseres, ™

Even if they managed m secwre their freedam, they scarcely
enjoyed the fruits of democracy, By rizo America bad 215000
freed blacks, but they weren't in any meaningful sense free. Whare
waorkmen refused o work alongside blacks or to allow rhem
appnn.lia:hhlp:, 0 ibear prospect af worhwhile !:'n|.1|l}5'mh1l.
much less advancement, were exceedingly meagre. [owa, lllinods
and Indiana would not allow even free blacks v senle within their
boundaries, Evem where they werr allowed 1o settle, blacks were
smbjected oo constant i ndigrivies which they had oo sufferin silence.
Every whrte child knew thar be could pelr 8 black persom with a

Lt

94



The Melteg-Pot: Imnwipration im Amgrica
sl without fear of reprisal. Even in the case of the most seriows
rievances, blacks were often dended rhe privileges of hsbess corpus,
trial by jury or even the reedom to testify in their own behalf. Almost
mowiteere were they allowed 1o resofy againss whines.

Theough slavery was widely deneseed in the North, oaly 2 handful
of sdealistic scoewirics saw aboliton as a prelude o equaliny of
oppormunity. Even Limcoln, sn hes debates wich Stephen Douglas,
mude his position clear: *1 am not, nor ever have been, in favour af
brangang abowt i any way the social and policical equaliey of the
whioe and black races . . . | amnot, nor ever have been, im fawour af
making vorers or :urur; of megroes, nor of quhfym; them to hold

, nor to intermarry with white peaple'**

[ prefersed ro chink of blacks as happy-go-lucky, childlike
[=1 who waned nothing more from life than someching good
to eat and & chance to sing and dance. It appears never to have
aocurred ro chem thae that was a5 much as the average freed black
courld hope for. The populir image was capeured in the sang *Jom
Crow”, popularized by Thomas D, Rice in doe mid- 1§ y0s:

Come, lisen all you gals and Boys,

i st froem Tucky ﬁt: e

I'm goin® 1o sing a lids song,

My name's Jim Crow.,
Wha i# remarkable is how durable this percepon remained nigha
ap 1o modern fimes. Well ingo the 19408, Time magazine was sl
commenly referring to blacks as ‘plckaninsies’ and revelling
mews snippers in which back people fell down wells or ooherwise
came amusangly a cropper. Hollywood roles for blacks were largety
limited o the shufiling, eye-roling, pereanially vimoroas snd
befuddied types os played by actors like Seepin Fetchit and
Buckwheat Thomas, The 19508 srw the sersotype extended with
television characters like Amas 'n” Andy and the fichful Rochester
om the fack Bersry Shour, while in the wider world of commence
Ilnmﬁ:nn!yhh:k[mwmwudusmﬂiﬂgmummul
Aumt Jemima, 4 far and srrepressbly bappy black woman wha
clearly saw no higher gracificagion in life than o fix pamcakes for
white folks. Elsewhere blacks simply didn't exist. Even a program
like: the Amdy Grifith Show, ser in the South, sppeared w rake
place in 2 surreally all-white woddd.
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O the few occasions when blacks were treated mote sersousty, it
was almost always with a degree al patromzIng gnoranos that
simply takes ome's breath away. As late as 1549, the authar af a
marionally symdicased newspaper scemce column could scbemnly
imiorm his young readers char che American Negro wis consting
comally imcapable of promouncing ©'s in words like ‘cant” and
‘horse’ because ‘his lips are too thack’, Almost po scholarly
artencion was devoted to black Americans. The few books thar
Focused om them, like The Megro in Africr and Americs {1502) and
The Megre i Amierican Lifle {19261, cook it as given thar blacks
were incapable, except in certain exorprional cases, of higher
cerebeal activiry. Often, it was asserted that cheir distincrive speech
bahits were an inevitable consequence bath of cheir impaired
mental poswers and of their physsologr, 48 im this passage from The
Negro in American Life dizcussing che Gullab dealeor:

Shovenly and cacdlens of speech, thess Gullahy seized mpon
the peaiant Enghih used by some of the carly semders .
werapped their cumay mogues dbour i s well a6 they eoald,
ik, enruchied with ceriin expresive Alflcan woedi, it
insaserd eburiouigh thieir Mlat ssed and dvick bips as_ . speech.

And vhis, | wrge you o bear in mind, was a schalarly wark. Even the
most emimeat of lingusste scholars foand it impossible 1o credit
blacks with even the mosr modest capacity for E'np.l.mr insovE-
ticn. In The Englich Langwage in America George Fhilip Krapp
contended: ' American words brought imro the linguage through
the negross have been insignificand in sumbser. . . A few wards like
jubsa, & kind of dance, hamjo, hoodoo, peodos, pickaminmy, exhaast
the: ligg of words of aon-Englsh Mipm.”“ O Ciiallah = mow widely
regarded a8 the richest, most expressive and most ethnically pure of
all e Afro-American diabecrs im Amenica ~ Krapp coneended thar
mxﬁ:dmww mong, is derived from sources ocher chan

Almost every term of black speech was daimed to have ins roots
in English. face, Krapp isiseed, was am old English dislecral word.
Another scholar went 3o far as w0 proncusce that make, oo 2
mﬂnmwﬂfwlblﬂpﬂwh.mimmd:ﬂml:ldjcmﬁdrﬂ
“darkmess” *" That even an eight-year-old child could see a cerrain
impleusibiliry im the idea of Mack Americans picking up and
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a torm that had originated on a chilly idand two
chousand mibes away didn't marter. What was important was thar
the credit had to go o some sounte other than the blacks
hemselves.

Mat until & blsck academic named Losenzo Dow Turner and a
Swede named Gunnar Myrdal began shadying black speech in the
1gyos was it accorded serrous, scholarly invessigation. Twrner and
Myrdal quickly established thar certain synmactical featares of
Gallah, a diakect seill spoken by some 1je,000 people on the 5ea
hilands off Sowth Caroling and among neighbouring coastal
communitics, ane clearly raceable to the langaages of West Africa,
and appear also i other Mew Warld pacois as far apart as Brazil
and Haiti, which dearly prechsdes British dislectal origins.
Turmer's Africanisms mw Gollah Dialect (1949) suggested thac
ﬂmwl;hnﬂnﬁdlﬂlmﬂ:m of comcordamce with
West African terms,”

Turner and Myrdal showed, among much else, that the Walaf
bipikar, denoting a person who i I e has emviro
Lierally ‘has his eyes apen’, it the most plausible source for bepear
nnd.iiplndﬂ\:irmmyuﬁm”ﬁﬂ:ﬂm&uhmtumhhvf
ultimate African origin are chigger, pumbo, bamjo (a0 first also
spelled banjon or bamgy), jitter, coda, yam, soembie, juke, poober,
tote, obtra and boogie-iwoogis, though many of these, like bamjo,
-;’.bl“ﬂ- andpuubn. reached America by wnyafl‘hefm'bbe.m
ohien after being Alvered through an mtermediace language.

Even Teddy Roosevelt's speck softly and carry 2 big stick
appears to have s roots in 3 West African proverh. Likewize,
“Yankee Doodle Drandy’ shows a striking similanty 10 4 slave sang
fromm Surinam, which goes:

Sollazma Masmi go o towm
Buy a bighe pomy-

Seick a feather m a nrm,
Calling Masrs Ranni

Other rerms that have been credired with African roots indude

bagws, banarea, porills, funky, phorey and fezz, though in cach
instance the evidence is largely conjecaral. forr & one of the most

haty dusputed terms in American etymalogy. Amang the suggessed
possibifliies are char it comes from Chaz, the nickname of am early
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ragrime drammer named Charles Washingron, or from ohasre, @
kind of dance seep. Ondbers have linked it 7o varioes African or
Creole sources. In any case, io frst use, among both southern
blecks and whites, was w0 describe sexual interoourse. It wasn't
wnkil after World War [ that it entered the wider warld conveying
the idea of a type of music. Quite a samber of Afro-American berms
onevtain some forgorten sexual ssocation. Boogie-wnogis appears
ariginally 1w kave sigrified syphilis. Jicke, from the West African
dzmgpis, “wicked", originally carried thae sense m English. Eventisally
irar-etu*qnitr:bmlhdmdllﬂn.tralmﬂwm:dﬂuphm
whiere lively music was played — a jwke jomr. fiketrox dates from
1947, Blues, 5 verm popularized if nor isvented by one its greaest
expanients, the cormet plier W.C. Handy (his ‘Memphis Blues'
was writeem in rgro; 5t Lous Blees followed in 1914l aleo
originally had “a strong seoual nf'l.inmc: .l.l:l:u.r\dms o
Menchken, thowgh he dosin't dlaborace."" So, soa, did rock ' rodl.
ﬁﬁnnumndhq—mhlfnunnfbhd.w was 4
eendency oo apply food rerms in a sexually emphemistic sense. This,
anpel-foud cake, cusesnd pie and other dishes often had a disviecely
sewiaal connotation, especially in g, When you realize that
shorteumg Bread was commonly wied b0 deseribe sexoal mter-
course, the words of the well-loved somg take om 2 whole new
Enaning:
Ome turned cwer oo the odber an' saad,
“Mty baby boves sheors'nin’, dcr i,
“biy balby boves shea'nim’ bread.’

The same applies to jeliy roll, as in the herics

eodl, eoll sy o hard vo Gmd,
¥ keer shop in fown mike i broemn lile mine

Tt & pwerie jellly, a bovin' vwmet felly pall.

I you masie ey jelly il satisfy your worpied soal.
Among the many hundreds of neal d im Amwerica by
blacks we find to blow one's tog, mﬁwhlhnﬁlhlﬂ
bigh five for a congraculasory hand slap, bomiy (of anknown
sigmificance], ragtime (also absoure, but poasibly arising from o
ragped syncopation; it was st reconded in 18946), ripht on,
wptight, jive, be cool, bad moutk, bad in e sense of good, get
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down in the sense of to artend to pleasures, and cool in the sense of
being admirable. -

Finally, a word needs to be said about descriptive terms for black
people. Negro is Spanish and Portuguese for ‘black’, and first
noted in English in 1§§5. Nigger appeared in 1§87 and was not at
first a pejorative term but simply a variant pronunciatton of Negro.
Sambo, a Nigerian word meaning ‘second son’, was not originally
pejorative either. Blacks were generally called blacks (or, more
politely, coloureds) until the 1880s when negro became the
preferred term., It wasn’t usually capitalized until the 1930s. Uncle
Tom comes of course from Harriet Beecher Stowe’s popular novel
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, though its use in the general sense of a servile
black hasn't been found earlier than 1922.
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When the Going was Good:
Travel in America

On B January 181 5 General Andrew Jackson led Amencan troops
in & sormy rout of the Brirish ax the Barde of Mew Ovleans., liwas a
decisive triemph = or would have been had there been anything o
be decisive about. Unknown to the combatans on both ades, the
War of 1812 had been amicably conduded over port and brandy
two weeks sarkier with the signing of the Treaty of Ghent, More
dmltwo thousand men died fighdng a battle in a war that was
over.!

1bring this up here oo make the poine that, throughout the early
ﬁmptmd COMMUNICATIoNS were 3 perenmal problem. IF

Atlantic. In December 1606, when John Smith and his party set off
w0 found Jamestown, the winds proved so ‘unprosperoos’, as he
rather mildly put it, that it cook dhem six weeks just to ger out of
sight of England. A good croasing, such as that of de Mayflouser
Pilgrims, would mke eight or nine weeks, butcrmmgnfnxor
seven months were by no means unknown.?

In such drcumstances food rosted and water grew brackish. If
the caprain or shipowner was unscrupulous, dve food was ofen
rotten 0 begin with, Journals of the time are full of baleful
remarks. “What with the heat and dampness, even the bisoair was
50 full of worms that, God help me, | saw many wait until mghtfail
o €at the porridge made of it 30 as not to see the worms,' wiote one
dismayed mariner.” Personal hygiene became an impossibiliry. Lice
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grew “so thick that they could be scraped off the body"." Ovcasion-
ally circumstances woald be so dire that sail prsould rehase fo pur
e e and weald “strike’, or bower, the axdls to show their defiance,
which explains why waorkers today who withhald their labour are
said vo be o strike,”

For marmers conditions were challenging encagh, but for
passempers unacosspomed ro the perils of the sea the experience all
too often proved unbearable. Ome ship sailing from Lepden o
Viirgimia im the wisner of p6 18 ser off with :lomelLBfrlwrim:i:
reached the Mew Woeld all bue fifey had penshed.” The passengees
afthe Sea-Flower, sailing our of Belfast in 1741, were 50 consumed
with hunger that ehey ate their dead. Throughour the whale of the
early colonial period, the problem wich popubating the New World
wasn't so much one of finding people willing to go but of keeping
them alive before sand after they goo teere.

The Adlantic was an equally exasperatng barmier to the spread of
news. Rarely did & derrer posted in Boston in Movember resch
Londan before the fallowing spring. In 1745 the Board of Trade in
Lomdon wrore 1o the governar of Marth Caroling ssking him, a
rifle peevishly, whey it hada't beard from him for three years.” Even
news of cracial import was frequently delayed. Mo one in America
koew of the Stamp Act or i3 subsequent withdrawal for o
manths afver bodh events. The Basnlle was stormed in Jaly 1789,
bt President Washington, newly insugarated, dide't learn of iz
unil the following awnamn.

Within America magters were, if anything, worse. Often letters
never foumd their destination apd when they Jid it was not
unconmaon for a year to elapse before they received a reply, Lemers
routinely began with 4 sammation of che fate of previous cor-
respondence, & in this note from Thomas Jefferson, writing from
Phaladelphia in 1776, 10 William Randolph in Vingnia: ‘Dear Sir,
Your's of Augast | received im chis place, that of Now, 2gch. is just
now come to hand; the one of October | mmaging has miscarried,

There was good reason for the diffioalry: wntil well after the 1ome
af the Revolation, Ametica had virtually no highways worthy of
thee mame, Such roads as exested were ofven lirde more than Indian
trails, seldom more than Giteen inches wide and framghs with the
obwioss peril thar you might ar any rime run into 3 party of Indizns,
mot necessarily a thing you would wish for in the middle of the
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wilderndes even in times of prace, e such tradl was the Maichez
Trace — trdee here being used im the sen-e of something thas
describes & line — which covered the five hundred miles of rsky
meowhere berween Mashvalle ased Marchez. It was principally used
by boammen who would Soat freghes down the Massissippoon rough
rafrs; selll their goods, break up the rafs for hamber and hike back.
Even i the more built-up East, wech roads as exisoed would
roatimely disappear a1 riverbanks or dissolve into & confusion of
focks. Sapnpeity, maps and other aids po the bowildered traveller
were all bist usknown, (The At book of road maps would not be
pablished wnel 1784.) When feblemon sravelled from Virginia b
Philadelphia for the sevond Continestal Congress he had o nalce
employ guides mo show him the way dong parsoulae sirctches —
and this on ane of America's bester-travelled rouees.® Ul well
lentes the mineteenth censury, it was i cheag o send a ton of goods
sz the Arlantic & it was w move it chirmy miles overland ™

Witk mi roads 1o spesic of, people ravelled from place o place
wwhim America by ocean-goang colster of, more often than not,
didn's go ar all. Samuel Adsms did no sev boor oer of Masa-
chuseres — indeed dide’t meouns & borse = umnl be was in his Gfoes,
and these was notheng especially snusual is char *® im I7§0, the
whale of Mascachnsens couhd boasr jus six passenger cosches. ™
In ¥irginia, sconnding 19 & conpempsarany account, most peaple had
mEVET ﬂnmrhm-Mtﬂ wehdcle bur a wagos and many kad nos
ween even thar '

I rhe corcumsRances, it is perhaps nos surprising char American
English became particulasly sich im verms for unsophistcated
ruszicn. Yabel, & word of oncersin provenance {ir may comse from
the German Jobel, & diminueive of Jakob), entered American
Englishin rayz, Hick, 2 shoreening of Richard, is obder sill, dadng
Erom foaneenth-cenrary England amd comman in America from its
carliest days. Among other similar words were Bryseed,
rubnt (from Renten], couriry jake and oy (which evenmally gave
s the verm frppalier— than i, aninnocent who doesn s know bow
o oroas & oy seresr). Hillbiy, perhaps surprmingly, dessn'r
appear o have entered che language umtil 1904 and didn’t become
widespresd uncil dve 19308, By 1905 such anisdormed nstics were
said to come from ghe sicks. The expression deriwes from a
slang term used by lambermen for a forest. Move reomt sl is
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boomdocks, It is a Philippines word for mountain and entered
Englizh only im 19.44.

Uhninil the closing years of the sgheeemth cemury the only real
roads im America were the sixnr-rwo-mibe-long Philadelphia and
Lancaster Turnpike {twrnpike is a British rerm dating from 1678,
and so called because the way was blocked by a srudded pole, or
ik, which weas rurned 1o sllow passage once a voll was paid), the
Baoston Post Road beraeen Boswon and Mew York, the Wildernes
Rosd ineo the Kenrucky rernitary blazed by Dasiel Boone, and the
Crw-i Rowd connecting Philadelphda with the mouth of the

River. The | wagons built to negodate the Great
Mwmntﬁmuwwhﬁm:mwkkmwnu
Conestogas, after the Pennsylvania town where they were buift.
Caincidentally, the town abo became famous for a dunﬂcnw
torpedo-shaped Gigar. It was called, narurally, the Conestoga ciga
hudummwumﬂﬁmmdmwnﬂﬂw:mhaﬂd,iﬂldy,
Became 3 favowrite of e Conemtoga drivers along the Great
Road." An enusual feature of Conestoga wagons was that they
were built with their brakes and “lazy boards” — & kind of
extendable rumning-board — oa the lefi-hand side. [f there was a
paricular reason for pueting them ehere, i hai sdnce been
borgotten. With drivers compelled 1o sit om the beft, they rended to
drive om the right 50 thar they were positioned neas the cemmme of the
road, which i3 why, it appears, Americans abandoned the British
oosoom of driving on the lefr.

Though it surprises most peaple to bear i, roads in Amenca are
effectively a twenbieth-cemary phenomencn. Instead of having a
lot of roads, Amserica fell fono the habie of having 2 few roads bue
giving chem loms of names. The great Manonal Road, che frst real
long-dhstance highway in America, was abso variously known as
the Cumberland Road, the Grear Western Road, Uncle Sam's
Boad, the Ohdo Read, and dhe lllinois Kosd. Begun in 1810 in
Cumberland, Maryland, it ran for 130 miles ;0 Wheeling, West
Virginda, and evennually serched on across Pennsylvania, Ohio,
Indiana snd as far west as Vandalia, Dlincis, which it reached in
mad-centary and then werminmed, i umaion abrupty overzaken
by sreamboats and railways. Much of this road woald become
Highway 4o, bt not for another seventy pears. For the momenr,
long-distance mad travel in America was dead.

Mady m dmyrica

Such highways as exined were mov only few and far berween, ba
perikous, wniomforable and show, Early coaches (the word comes
Erem Koes, a town in Husgary where the it such carriapes were
bl how: ir chem became amached to a person who mains foothall
player asd the like is a mysiery) were decidedty short cm combor,
largely becasse a seemingly abvious inwesstios - the ellipeical spring
— peoiurred o po one bsfore 1804 and dide't become commen on
wehicles antl much laer, The ket rosds, called cordarey rosds
becsmie they were made of felled erees ladd side by side giving a
ribbed edfect like corduroy, were mrmarous enough, bat they wene a
rarity, Most ware smply rough cearings shrough the wilderness,
Thar perhags doesn’y sound o bad, bur bear in mind chas dee
techacdogy of the ome didn’t allow the casy remorval of mee scamps.
Even on the great Magional Road, the pode of the Aserican
hlﬁlwv!mhh&n'mmﬂmhsﬂwpl-pw
fibteen inches bigh — slighsly under kses hesghe. Imagine i pou will
boumcing for day afeer day over moocls, fallem brancies, and e
mmmugmmrﬂmmymmhmﬂﬂu

ol & Lo

wﬂhhmudhunmhngn nﬂu:mdnh
candid name of de mvosr secoesiul of the sagemadh compares
running along the Mational Road: the Shake Gut L, (It was an
age of colowrful names. The Shake Gus's princpal rival was the
June Bug Line, 50 called becasse its rivals predicred dear ir would
survive ne longer than the sverage Jane bug. They were wmeg.|
Coaches not only shook their cocupancs mcml:ssrr hll rtluhmd:r

overharmed, I8 181y, ding oo Pasal i “a mia
Froum Mew ‘fnrleml:mmu. and hIrJ: repomed i-emtd. h.hd
been overmrmed nine nmes'."

Ir is pevhaps lirde wonder then thar whin railways (and o 2
besser exiemd steambosti and canal hanges) Bogan o8 prands an
alsernatne farm al manspoctation, people Bocked o them, Even
s, early erams were sheo slow, secomtorable snd dingerous. Cars
were connected by mhl.n.gmou sophisicated chan chaiss, so thar
they were I i oo + ,|I.rn-.||he|.|plﬁs
PN, me-f-l.iu: passergpens hid the choics of siming with
the windows closed — ror an amraceive option im bot weather - or
smtfiering the amanly of bor cinders, jooulasy called ‘eyedrops’, thar
bdew inameady sream back From the locomotive (3 ward coined i

%2
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1647 m describe any kind of moson, but firse applied to railway
engimes im 1871 1), Fires, derailments and breskdowns were comstane
possibibitses, and umil lace in the nineteenth century even the food
was a posiiive hazard. Usol r888 when @ new word and
phenomenon entered the langusge = the dinimg-car = oastomers
wete permminted to detrain 2t way stabios and g ven Peenry minues
to throw a meal down ther gullets. The proprietors of these often
remote and Cod-forsaken ourposts offered whar food they coald
get their hands om — or, more often, away wigh, Diners st
Sidney, Mebraka, were routimely fed what most presumed 1o be
chicken szew; in facy, its basic component was praine dog.'® Some
waid they were lucky to pet that.

Despite the discombores, the railways became hugely popular
and affered many thowsands of people cheir firse chance to leave
home. By 1835, sccording to one estmate, ffty dnoes a3 many
people were mavelling by radl as had wavelled by all other means
put eoether just five years carlier. From virnaally nothing in 1832,
the mileage of American railways rose to 30,000 by 1860 = tharis,
maore than all the rest of the world pur wogether™™ — and 10 2
staggening 206,000 by 1890, Rail travel so dominated American
wravel dhat for four genesations road means rilroad, ' Whae
Americans now call roads were mone generally known as irails, ag
in the Oregon and Santa Fe trails.

Wich tive arrival of tram eravel, the stagecoach was maramly
!djpae\d, and litthe wonder. Trang were noi ondy faseer and
increasingly more comfortsble, bur alsn cheaper, From coast
et the trip took eight to ten days at an average sped of about 20
m.pch. {msimg 0o a giddy 35 m.p.h. on che faster srecches). The
cenye-weay fare from Omaha to Sacramento was § oo first class (phas
%4 a nighs for a berth im one of the new Puliman sleepers), 375 for
second class, S42 far thind,

Pullman cars, arignally Pullman Hoeel-Cars, were named for
Genege M. Pullman who developed them in 1865 and dimng-cars
m 1868, To acoommodate his 12,000 workers, Pallman buile a
medel comenwenicy, Pulkman, Winois (mow part of Chicago), where
warkers lived in company houses and shopped at company stares,
thus ensunng thar mosr of whar they made reourmed o che
caompany, That Fullman porters were nearky abways Elack: was not
& result of enligheemed employment praciices, bor a by-product of
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absmnad pay. The cusam of calling porees ‘George', whabever
theeir name, was apparentdy raken from Pullsman's cwn first name. '
rl.llwl:r cerms thar have passed inoo al bamilianiy
, mom Powpe, come catober, regter fom, fo
_ﬁ-ﬂ.ubt\imhﬂdn-ﬂ mruﬁrbd-wb-dmnduhgr#g
Prade. A gravy frte wis @ geod ran, either because it paid well or
waan 't oo mong. Susprisngly it sa't recorded before 1og45. To
featherbed, o employ morne wockers than neoessary,
also pecent, [t mn't foand before 1943, Caboosr s owch older.
From the Dutch kabwis, it was wisd to describs various parts of a
thip, notably the galley, long before it wan spproproeed by the
railways A jerkusrer fouw was lieerally char = o place, waally
desalate, where erains ook on water from a racksede wak by
ferhing om @ sope. To ball the jack, co travel quackly, even
reckleasly, s entirely onacereain. I may have some connecton with
gt badl, & signal v procesd.

Twra other verms more losely associsted with railway cravel are
bum and bobo. Hobo was first atvested im a newspaper in
Ellensburgh, Washingion, in 1891, but no one has ever come up
with a certasn explanasion of it erymology. Ameng dee theories:
that it is a contracton of ‘homeward bound® or that it has
something to do with the salutation "Hol Beanl’, which sounds a
hﬂruhﬂhvmhﬂmtﬁwllammlm
railway workers m the nineteenth contury and would certainly
hawe boen familiar to those whea rodie che rails, Baom im the snae of 4
Eramp appears 10 be a shorsenbsg of the German Bummvler, a loaler
and oe'er-do-well,

Though we semd 1o associaee urban congrasion with the auie-
muchile and ehe shorvouenings of our ewn ape, barse-doven sraffc
clogped cities loag before can came along, In 1364 Mew York Oy
Buslt e milies of underground nmnels cheough Central Perk v iy
o keep thangl @oving, ifd dobbed dheim sab-ways. The Brinds smll
s pubizeary in the pense of 2 yebterrancan passageway oo, a cyna
might adid, public heusing for vagranis] b in Americs thay sente
lasted just rwenry-mine years before being usurped by the mew
gk wnderground sallways n 18932 The aucomobile may have
irs drawhbacks, bur ax leass it doesn't normally amract Sies or drop
things you meed 1o siep arcand. The flch of horses was o constang
prohlem for cries well into chis cowmery, one thar we can barely

4

103



Wiem the Goimg was Good: Trawel in America
imaging now. In rgo0 some dedicaped official in Rodesster, Mew
York, caloubated thar the manure produced by the s 15,000
horses would in & year cover a one-scne square to & depth of 171
feer. Often kept in insanitary conditions asd worked hard through
#ll wearhers, horses not only deew Dies bur dropped like them. Ar
the tarn of the century, 14,000 horses a year died on the sereets of
Mew York, 12,000 on the mreers of Chicago,™ Sometimes they
were beft bor days. Berween the flies, the manune and the sreaming
corpses, there was mo mistaking char pow were in a ciry,

Thias the advent of the cable-car and rrolley-car was not just a boon
but a kind of miracle. The cable-car was perfected by a Scomish
immigrant named Andrew Smith Hallidie, who had something of a
vested imterested m s sucosss: b ram a company thar made cables.
Cable-cars moved by gripping underground cables thar were in
constant mothon, When o driver wished to stop he pulled a lever thar
disengaged the grippers. If for some reason the grippers woald mot
disengage — and this appears to have happened qaite a log — the resalt
wis & rumgway car, which would rrondle along imexarably, mowing
dommn anything too dow or insensible to get oat of the way, until the
power station could be slersed eo shut down the etine gresem. Ie
WS o, 35 Y0 can imagine, alogecher sdeal. Even o, cable-cars were
beielly very popubar, then gh teday San Francisco b the only Amenican
city where they still exise, and even there the sysem i a shadow of it
former self. In 1900 the aty had 1 1o miles of line and Soo cars; by
rg&o it had a lirgle over 1o miles of lEne and just 42 cars.

What rendered the cable-car obsobete was the trolley-car, or
traeley car as it was somenimes spelled in che carly days, The
trolley-car was so called because the mechanism that connected the
cary to the overhead wires was a woller, which in tien was
ultimately from a Brinsh dalecy word froll, meaning o move
abwut. Trolley systems were easier to mstall and cheaper to run
than amy compening sy anad in \ they ehrived. Ir s
generally overlooked that the Umited States once had the finest
system of public tramsporcatson i the world, Ac the urn of the
century, Berlin had the most exsensive streetcar nerwark in Europe;
bare in America it would have come only ewenty-second.* By 19a1,
ﬂ::puk:.!ur..ﬂ.nuriuludmu 14,000 miles of smeercar crack,
The biggest system in the country was, you may be surprised
hear, thas of Los Angeles.
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mwmwrwr MW
subiarban lide, The popdmmaiﬂwhmxm |.l'u‘lrr

bigger, basier, more confasing &nd |nmmm1nm [ L]
two new words entered the lamguage: rusk bowr and traffic jam.

Bun sereescars also offered opporunities for pleasare. Prople
were for the first time able to explore dissricts of dheir cities that
they had only heard aboun, Realizing che possibdlities, streercar
companies began building amusement parks at the end of the lines
as & way of boosting revenae — places like Willow Growe Park,
twelve miles from dowsitown Philadelphia and now, inevitably, the
e of a shoppang mall.

Diespite their popullariry, srestcars were seldom profhicable. In
192t America’s 300 largest streetcas systems made a collective
profit of $2, ¢ million = reaghly 53,000 each = on an invesmment of
$1_5 billion. With the rise of private car ownership and other forms
af transport such as bases — of ‘rackless trolleys’, an they wene
sometimes called at first = their fate was sealed. Berween 1921 and
ro5a the nismber of stoeetcar miles m America almos halved, In
that same decade, a company called Marional City Lines - a carel
made up of General Motars and a collection of il and rubber
inceresss — began buying wp rralley lines and converring them to bas
routes. By 1950 it had dosed down the streetcar systems of more
whuan & hundred citees, inclding those of Los Angeles, Phaladelphis,
Baltimore and 5t Louss, [ts sctsons were unguestionably illegal and
the company was evenmually tken o courr and coaviceed of

in a criminal congpiracy. The fine: just §5,000, less than
the cust of & w bus.

Tmpﬁn; a3 it s o blame a moaolithic corporation for the
downifall of p&lxuﬂmnmm.ﬁmm:ﬂ.dﬂrﬂlcﬂwm
the car, or mone specifically the nation's sbiding addiction o . Mo
inmovation in history has mare swifty caprared the affections of
humanity or more radically wansformed the way the world looks,
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behcaves amd operates. Lok af any urban scene and mobice bow
ozully our woreld is domisased by dve noeds of the car, Building,
repainmg, selling and servicing cars now sccouns for berwesn
aene-fifth and one-sixdh of 21l economic sceiviry @ the manon. Yer
omly abowt a cenbary ago, this marvel of dee age didn’teven have a
mami. Motorized vehicles have been around for longer than you
might think — as early a3 1770 2 Frenchman mamed Micholss
Cugnet had a sscam-powaned behemoth called the Fasdser lnmber-
i through the streets of Paris ag just over 1 moph, icoasiderably
lews han walking speed] — but mosr autharities apree that the fire
read, wirking car wai dne devaed by the German segeninr Gotliels
Duirsder in 1884, He called it o Mercedes, afer his daughees.
Unaware of Daimler's creacion, another German, Kardl Benz,
izweneed & second and very similar cor ot almos the same timne. But
im facr by this time the concepe of an aucomobile wis already
patensed in America. A sharp pagent lawyer numed George B.
Seldem had had the prescience in 1879 to ake our @ papent on a
largely nogonal vehadle he called 5 ‘rosd engine”. Selden was firsc
it because he was & gifred inwemior or even an inspired mnkerer =
indead, be mever buily 3 working wehicle — bur Becauss he was an
oppormunist who shrewdly ssncipared the limidess posubiline
inberent in comrolling che panest on this budding edmology. As
there was Do money in ‘rosd engines” in 1879, be mamaged by
various begal mandpulations to delay the issuance of the patent for
sixpeen years andl che marker was ar lasy poised ro ke off, and
thus was positioned to engoy royalties for the nexr seventeen pears
on a technology oo which he hed made abaolarely no comribanon.
[He dedn't do 2 grear deal for che bonoar of pasent lawyers siter.
The lsw wis chamged sodn afver kis pacest sxpired.)

Oinly by merest chance do Amenicans call rhis cencral comnponent
of their lives an suromobile, Scores of other names were cried and
discarded before andomobile hauled insedf w the op of the linguistc
heap. Among thee other names for the sagly car were sif-motor,

AagE, bugg,
armk chariod (presamably calned by 2 not-enthississt), and the
wimple, i monsenie mackiar, which for & long rime looked like
beenimang the generic tenm ko a selfpropelled vehicle. Aiomanbile,
& French woed concoened from Greek and Lasin elemens, was ar
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first used cnly as an adjective, not enly o describe cars ('an
sutomuobile carriage’} but also other self-propelled devioes |'suto-
muebile corpedo’l, By 1849 the word had growh inte & nous snd
wizs quickly beooming the esmblished genersl wem for cam -
thaugh nit withowt oppositon. The Mew York Times sniffed that
aurowndde, “being half Greek and half Latin, i s near indecest
thar we print it with hesitaion’.™ Befose the year wis owt, the
ward was being shostened o auto. Car was first applied o the
iulmﬁ*ﬁliﬁ,mhqmiﬂhdmwhnﬂtw
itnaodle in populsricy.

Although e early technologcal developmenss were alesost
exclusively Geerman, it was the French who became che firse big
manufscrarers of can and dve gave w many of dhe words
sssnciated with motoring = obassds, garage, chauffoer, corbureinos,
coupd, limousime and of course awtommobile feelf, Clasgffenr was a
mhr&ﬁrp'tmhraﬂnmchwnpplﬂmhmofmm
at bt & mililiy n iginally & heavy
dqﬁnd’tdmhlrm&rlwnwdﬁm The firsr
chamsffenrs, forced o sit i the open ajr, adopred this coa and
praclually the word transberred ielf from the driver o the vehicle.
By 1901 it wai part of the Englinh languape.™

The e s maost Americans saw wis one deibgmed by Kad Bens,
wehich hupﬂmnﬂmlqulﬁulg;ﬂuw“’aﬂdhi‘m Befiee
the year was out, rwo 44
Charles and ], Fllu.hD'urnl.hdbmh.ﬂ.mﬂm:i.r-psuhlb
powered car, and the coustry never looked back

Nomﬂwqmnﬂhuhmoﬁmmmhm
beeathuakingly, than the car. And nowhere did it rake ofi Gaser
tham im America. bn B8, thene wene nor thamy worlng cars in dhe
whole of the Unived Stabes. Within a litde ower & decade there were
o just 7o cars in America, but 7oo car factaties. In just the first
four momths of 1Bee = just the B fous months — American
|mmﬁﬁdmkﬂ&u$§ﬂhﬂuﬂdm-¢ﬁpﬁ]fu
new ausnmaobdle companies

They came from every walle of life. Jobm F. and Horace E. Daodge
hadi run a Detroit maching shap, David D, Buick made plambing
supplies, Studehaker win the woeld's largest producer af home-
drawn carriages. Pope, Winton and Rembler all sraroed o as
makers of bicycles. & sonking number of dee firsm manufacurens
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were from the Midwest and particalarly from Machigan — Ransom
(s, creacor of the Cidseobile, from Lamsing; David D, Busck and
Henry Ford fram Detroir; William C. Dussne, foander of General
Maorors, from Flint — which helps to explain why Detroit became
the Moor Ciry. As well as the celebrared names of the early years
like Fackard, Duwesenberg and Cord, there were scores of
companies now almos entirely focgorten - Pathinder, Marmon,
Haynes, Premier, McFarland, Ricker (which held the world speed
record of 26 mph in the lare 1Bgos®), Maxwell, Briscoe,
Leximgrom, Many of the sarly carg were named for explorers,

the sense af adventure they imparted: [he S, Hudson,
La Salle and Cadillac (named for & French nobleman, Anoine de la
Muothe Cadillae, who would almost certainly hawe been long
forgonen except that he had the good forrune oo found Detroit).
But buyers could choose among a positive galaxy of names now
sadly forgoaeen: the Black Crow, the Bugmiohiles, the Averageman's
Car, the Dan Patch, the H.ﬂ_'fIL Mail, the Lome Sear, the Premier, the
Baby Grand, the Hupmeobile, the Loscomenbeile.

It is mot easy to conceive from this remove ust how improbabie
was the swcoess of the car, In o0 cars were costly, unreliable and
fearsome. * You can't get people 1o sit ower an explosson,’ remarked
one abserver sagely. Being in control of several hundred pownds of
temperamental metal was a frightening challenge that proved wo
mauch for muany. Om ber first arempa oo deive, Mirs Soeyvesant Fish,
a wealthy Boston socialie, switched on the engine and promptly
ran over @ servant who hed been stanoned near by should she
required astistance. As the man struggled dazedly o hds feet, Mrs
Fish rhrew the car mto reverse and backed over him. Panicking, she
changed gears and mowed ham down a third time. Ax this brs Fish
fled oo the house in 2 pique and never weng pear 2 car again. |
wuspect the servamt didn't either.

All the indfrastracnare necessiry 1 SEPHON &N SOMMOTITE SOCIELY
~ petral stations, traffic sgnals, road maps, msurance policies,
drivers* licences, parking locs = was entirely lacking im the firsy years
wF:humnu-p. %wmmlunmbm,mhwas

" This mothisg compared with the speech schacwid by sicarm-powensd The
lrl-iqu'l:mmd-rd ||1-|I-p|| s, Lhiz“ﬁ'm::*n
madeed 1 b wemrcliable wral o bluw up.

g
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almost no place to go in them, effectively pointless. As bate as 1901,
America pogsessed not 3 single male of paved roral highway, Such
raads as exisned were unmarked din tracks, which became swamps
in the wet months and were hopelessly ranted for madh of the resr
In mamy parts of the country even & dirr rrack would have beom
welicome. To drive through Mebraska or Kansas often meant o
cross & erackiess praine.

Those who made Iumg |DUrsE were deermned herost of i.|1_un=.
often both, In vgay, the year thar che Ford Motor Company was
mmrponlﬂl. D Horatio Melson Jackson of Vermont, accom-
panied by o mechanic named Crocker and a dog named Bad {wiho,
like his companions, wore goggles throaghout the trip), made the
firsy oramscoarinental crossing by car in a rwo-cylinder, CpEn-Eop
Winton. It ook them :imty-l‘iru days, but it made themn héroes. For
thee menst parm, cars of the period simply weren't ap to the challenge,
Thase wh ried o drive through the Rodkies discovered that the
anly way was 10 back up them; otberwise the foel fowed away
fram their engines. Mot only were there almost oo decent roads bur
no prospect of them., The federal government long refused o
provide highway funds, arguing that rt was a matter for the stares,
and the states Hloewise showed the deepese reluctance to subsidize
what might be a passing fad. In 1912, rwenty of them spent not 2
penay on highway constractson.

Bur the absemce of highways didn't ssop anybody. America's
B 000 motor vehicles of |5mbld:|ul|1pltd 1o almiair half a miklion
I:? 1o1e and w : million by rgn . Infrastreciure began to appear.
Licensce plates made their first appearanor in tgo1, Four vears later,
Sylvanus F. Bowser nvented o workable gas pomp and, with some
pn-.pumq., called it a Filling Seation [thoagh the term would not

Foer gas seadons undil the To2os), In the same vear,
Hwﬁnmmnl:n.le Gasoline Company of 5t Louis began the first chain
of gas stathons — alrcady people were casually shortening gasolime
wwy guts — apd people everywhere were singing Gus Edwards's ‘In My
Merry Uldsmeabiile’:

Come away with me, Lucille
Ins vy merey CHdimmarhile,
Crver the road of life we W iy
Autobubbling you and I

e
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An excining new vocabobary emerged. Mot everyone could ver
afford o go awabubbling {dated to 1900, a racy if short-lived term
for o plessure spin), bar soon most p“}pk were handying abouwt
expressions like road-bog (a term originally appleed to buoyelists in
tlgy), selfostarter (tBgy), statiom wagon (ecyl, spark plugs
(1908), joy rde {1909), motorcade (rauy), cav craghes and
blgrouts (19ug), fo step on the gas (19é), po jaycaik (1917],
Huﬂllpq}l.bflcﬁbfh‘l:p:.;l In.d.mtﬂﬁm,phgzg].ﬂ.ﬁszarhu
190¢ people were parking in order to meck or pet [words thar dare
from the same period). As time went ga, ﬂiﬂn:h- mEare snasber
langaistic aspects of motoning emerged. Speedimg treket entered the
language in Lg_qu.dn.ubk-purbmg R and parking mrters in
1935 (The first ones were in Oklahoma Ciry }

Same words came ingo the language so quickly thar no one seems
o have noticed where they came from. Jilogpy — in the carly days
often spefled polopy, jolocpy and in many other smillar ways — is
wholly anexplained, It just emerged. Much the same is 1nee of Tin
Lizzie (v91%) and fivver {1520). Fliveer was sometimes used in the
gemeral sense of being a failure before it became attached o Henry
Ford"s Model T. Mary Helen Dohan sotes thar “hsman Nivwer'
appeared in the novel Ruggles of Red Gap in 1917, but that
would appear merely o muddy the question of how it oniginated
and why it became artached o 3 car thar was anyching bt a failare.
Tim Lizzie, Flexner asperts, arose becanie Lirgd was 4 common
manmee for maids, and both maids and Model T's were black and
made to look their best on Sundays. " If chis &5 50, then it appears to
be unartested. An alternative theory is that ie may be connected in
same way oo lizard, a kind of sedge. Mobody knows.

The two million cars of 1915 rose to ten mallson five years laver. By
1g2e Michigan alone had maore cars than Bricdin and Ireland.
Kamsas ha< more cars than France. Before the decade was half over,
America would be producing 8 ¢ per cent of all ke world's cars &nd
the aurnmaobile indusery, which hadn’t even existed a quarter of a
century earlier, would be the country's baggest business.
Mot of the credin foe this can go to a single person, Henry Fard,
and a somewhat oddly named vehice, the hModel T. Ford always
used initials for his early cars, but in a decidedly hir-and-miss
manner. For reasoss dha aAppear 1o hawe gone w he

=1 ]
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disdsined whle of the alphabet, His firnn right models
werethe &, B, C, P, I'..N' R and !-befonh:ﬁh:llypmdu{u! on g
Dxtober 1ood, his frst aniversal car, che Model T. {When, nineseen
vears laser, he ceased production of che Model T, ke succended i
mor wish she Model U, baor wich amorker bosdel A.]

By 1g1x, just foar years afver ics mrodwecoon, three-quaness of
the cars om American roads weern Model Te."” Ford is often condited
with incroducing the world 1 the concept-of the moviag “ssembly
line in 1913, Thowugh dhe word may be his, the idea wasa'r. For
decades scores of uﬂwri.ndmn'is.. from vegerable canning o mear

i lesali h\luml Iﬂrnuh-ud! but had referred 8o
——— 7 g oF H":’“'P' i -
Fard :.l.t_\:fly nd.npud'lhtld.u.mz. misch | Lasger musmfacruring
process. ™ Wich his revod v methads and by keeping dhe car

basic ~ Yﬂranhu:nrm!wrrﬂuwmnbn,;ulr‘sb.l:ds was
his oft-repeated quip — Ford cut che time it took ro prodece a Mede|
T fram fourtces man-hours in 1916 10 just tee man-howrs in
:g::,“s.nd with iy of cougse the price Bell. The frsr Model T con
!-!jnadmumrrmrﬂ:mhjn.hrrll’n:fdnu.mﬁ:rﬂl
navel and wondmashy efficiens prosfoction Enes and i increasing
economies of wale, the price fell concinuossly. By 1908 3 new
Model Tmulunkn!ju.lémw,m:mhrm#mm
than most people could ger cheir hands on A new syaeem of
ﬁnmqmandwﬂncma:ﬂhnfmmm
u.prmm: cmptalment Lo, J'le payrarnis, one-third dow,

spanmsent and dhat g e e, batye o, oy

4 monch before the frse Model T was produced, amorher greas
name of the indissry was born: General Movors. The company,
which had begun lde a3 the Flint Road Can Company, was
fpuseded by Wilkam Crapo “Billy' Durane, a mesoarial figare
descaibed by one fraend s s child in emotions, in emperament and
in menmal balance'. Daarane knew nodhing, of expneering and was
not 2 gifved mnovaror. Indeed he wasn't even a particularly astoce
bosineisnsin. He wa simply a greai accumolsior, He [ s
campanics ndummndr, oot jUsE cr ajd#:::! snoerprises

thar wesze i kil ¥,
lflxﬂ]-mnpuuul&fﬂuhmmﬂﬁeu-GnPTmmﬁnmplm
{which built tracors sterred by reins on the dwbious grounds thas
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farmers would find chesn msoee horselike) and 4 one-man
refrigeratos company char woulkd Hy b Frigidaire.
Many of his suromeonye acquisiions became grean names = Boick,
Didsmahile, Cadidlllac, Chevroler = bur many otbers, like Canercar,
Sheridan, Sompps-Booth and Oaklamd, were never more than
haghly dubsious. His strategy, as he puric, was o ‘ger every kand of
car &n sight" in the bope that the sucoesses would ourweigh the
faalures. They didn't always. He lost conerol of General Motors in
1910, got it hack ini 1906, bost it again in 1920, By r93é. after mone
bad investments, be was bankrapt with debrs of searly $1 million
Indmfnl I::‘l-ﬁ-” - _—

Many of his best prople | s impeTicusness imodera
took their talents clsewhere, Walter Chrysler left o form the
Chrysler Corporation. Henry and Wilkred Leland departed to
create Limoaln (which later came back to the GM fald). Charles
ash went om to build Bash-Rambler. Ochers were dismissed,
often For rrifling ransgressions. In v9u: Durast hired a Swiss
mechiamic/radng driver named Lowis Chevroler. Unformunately for
them both, Darane cpuldn't abide smoking. When, shortly after
joining e company, Chevroler wandered into Durasn's office with
a cigareme dangling from his lips, Dorang mok the instast decision
that the anly thing he liked about the Swiss mechanic wayhis name.
He dismbssed Cheveolet, who shence deopped from ssght as
elfectivcly as if be had fallen throwgh a erapdoor, bt kepr his
mehodic mosiker and bush it imto one of the grear names of
autumotive history, [Durant was also responsible fos the Chevrols
symibol, wivich he found a5 0 pastern om wallpaper m a botel reom
in Paris, He carehully removed a sirip, imsok it home with him and
had his art department work it up into a lago.)

As the openimg years of te rwentieth cemnary ticked by, two
things became clear: America desperarely needed beteer roads and
they weren'r going 1o he paid for with govermment money. Inso this
seeming impasse seepped Carl Graham Feher, one of the mos
remarkabbe go-gerers of has or any other age. A former bicyce and
car acer [for @ g be held the world speed recosd over pwo miles),
founder of the Indianapalls 500 Speedway, hagely nsccessful
busanegsman, and perennsal daredevil — he once node & baoycke

4 bigh-wire stretched betwemn two of Indisnapolis®s ealless
in‘:hpub&'iu a busiress vembare = Fisher was, as you may

i ]
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rihing of o dashing fguee. His forosne came from the

Prene-O:Litew car headlight company — sarly cars didn't hive
suificientsomph ta run beadlights, so dvese Bad vobe posered, and
puschased, separagely — bt Bas fame came from creating Amenca's
Erur coam-to-coase highway.

in 1912 Fsber proposed spending $1o méllion on & gravelled
ewr-lane pasd fram Mew York wo San Francion, apd 1w raise the

e gave E5,

Ford rebased o cough up & penny — and by 1915 the por was
sufficendy full ro make a start. Two problems soom hecams
evident. The first was what mo call the highway. A good name was
mmpantant o galvastes sapport. Fisher's proposed name, the
Cosm-wo-Coast Bock Highway, was apr bur sather shoe o 55,
Fiaher voyed with the jefferson Highway, che Oosaneto-Oozan
Highway or the Amevican MHmﬁuhuvdi.n;on&e
Lincods Highway, which hud & sobid paenotc ring i, even i e
aliesared many souchemers. The second problem wia char eves
with all the donatsons, there wasn's nearly enough to build the
necrisary 3,389 miles of highway, Faber hit on the idea of
commtrucTing whar cames 1o be called ‘seedling miles'. He would fiad
 section of din road roughly midway berweem two towns and pave
it. The idea of bailding & mile of good mad in the middle of
norwhens sy seem odd, bt Figher reasomed that oncs people got a
rasne of smooth highway they would wamr the whole concrere
banquet. Soon towms all along the route wers
raising Fands to connest themarhoes 1o that tintakeing seedling
renle. A mew slogan arose: Ser America Fire.”

I rges the Limcoln Highway = e first rramscononenes]
haghway in the world - offically opened. Foe the nea formy years, it
hammed with e 3x a daily cavabeade of cars and enscks brought
cammerce and the intoaicatisg whill of a larges, livelier workd 1
che hundreds of linde rowns {ic mostly avosded civies) sranding
along its pleasantly meandering rowre. Abmost overnight it became,
@ tha pospcards prowdly beasoed, America’s Main Stooe,

Evemrually the federal gowernment decided o make momey
avadlable for incerstace highwasys, thoogh i cosvtinssd 1o consider
mrm:mrwrh:lcrwpﬁwkrﬂmi:h:ndrddumkmih:
Secretary of Agricsbture i something to o in his free time, With

2oy
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the help of federal meomey, other grean roads were buili: the
Jefferson Highway from Demoit to Mew Orleans, the Dixie
Highway from Bay Ciry, Mickigan, mo Flonida, the William Penn
Highway scroas Pennsybrania. The Dixde Highway was yet another
Fisheer msparation, though beee the modivaiion had more to do wath
self-interest than patriotisme In the late 19108, Fisher became
seized with the idea that Miami Beach — or Lincodn, as be winkhed
for a time to call it = would make a splendid resort.

The nosticn was widely held oo be deranged. Flomida was, as far s
anyone knew, a muggy. bug-infesred ywamp 2 long way from
anywhere. Bust Fisher envisioned & great wiopisn ity linked to the
outside world by his Dixie Highway. The costs amd logistics of
building a resort ini a distant swamp prowed fommidable, but Fisher
persevered and by 1914 had mearly hnsshed bis model o a3
complete with bocels, a casing, golf courses, a yachs basin and a
lavish REoman swimening pavilios {which feamured, a mifle incon-
gruously, a Duech windmill). Then a harricane biew it all down.
Barely had he absorbed tiis Blow than dee stock market crashed in
1925 amd the marker for vacanon homes dried up. Miami Beach
did of cowrss become a succeas, bur moc for Carl Graham Fisher. He
emided his years Eving in 8 modest howse om a side-sireet im the ciry
he had Buily from noghisg *

Ar abour the same tione thay the treless Fisher was tempatisg fare
i south Florida, the Secrerery of Agrioalvare in Washingron was
deciding it was rime 10 brisg some osdes 1o Amenscan rosds. He
ineroduced undform road sigea — the omagonal red swop sgn, the
cre far 3 pailway juncricn and so om - and inssivared the syisem of
numbering for ineraane roads thar io il used soday, Norch=south
highways were given odd numberni, snd east—west highways were
fives gvem nuenbers {with magr tripscostinental routes ending in
iaalbples of fem). Mames were rushbeisly abasdoned, AF a stroke,
highaways lost musch of their romance. The Lincaln Highweay,
campdeted only two years befare, became US Route 1o, The great
Dhizse Highway became the uninspining Rouse 25, The William
Fenn became Route 11, Probably the most famous highway of
them all, Rowte 66, never suffered the indignicy of being stripped of
itd mame for the simple reasom thar it mever had ome. It was not
bqtun. undil 1528, im che post-name era. I humiliaton would have
ti want umtil 1985, when the federal bighway deparrment remoswed

g
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!1 all the Route 66 shield signs along ios &, xo0 miles from Michigan

1 Aveniae in Chicago to Ocran Avenue in Santa Monica, Overnight
this once great highway became a series of back highways and

i anomymos froatage rosds.

ih As you would expect, it wam't bong before people oumide the
F amtomobile bizines discovered that diere was maney i be mads
' from America's growing tendency to take 1o the roads, In the mid-
1 T9L0s & mew expression ensered the lamguage: the driveia,

The deive-in expgrience was ot in fact exclusave to the
autoimnbile spe. Around the rurm of the century a brief craze arose
aming drogstores m provide kerbsde soda-fountain service to
buggies. But it took the longrange mobility of the inernal
combussion engine to really put the concept on its feet. The first
modern drive-in s generally sgroed w be the Pig Stand, @ barbecae
pit thar was thee brainchild of one Royee Hailey. b opened for
business in September 1911 along the highway berween Dall as and
Fort Warth and was such a hir thar soon there were Pig Stands all i
over the southern stmes and Califormia, In 1924 8 compesitor
:ﬂb&ﬁ&:w,umedhiu Fmrndﬂs,nM.rAlmn.rd:Mr'Whune,
opened for business, It masn contribution 1o Americen cultare was
the inwension of “tray girls', who brought the food to patrons” cars,
savieg them the smotoaal uphedval of having to be parted even
bru-'p h'nmibd.rmrﬂg,lwwwbs."

Highways became lined with diners, readboases, greasy spoons
{first recorded in 1325} and other meccas of cheap, breezy service.
le whe carfy 19308, a sarvey of the highway between MNew York I
and MNew Haven revealed that there was on average @ gas smagon
every B0y feet and 3 restausant or diner every 1,82% feet ™ Every -
main highway had its famed establishmenms, like the Fig Hip
Restsuramt fn Lincols, incis, or the Cory Dog Drive-ln in
neathy Sprngheld [whose proud boast it was o have inveneed
comn dogs s 1949, chough in called them “crasty cans”), both on
Route 66, Some of these establishments were 5o successful that
they grew into marional chaims, like the Servistadon Calé in
Corbin, Kentucky, on the Dixie Highway, founded in 1929 by

Lo
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Harland Samders® and which evclved inmo Kenmucky Fried
Chacken, or Dalry Qrasen, founded w Malwme, gz, 8 1947,
Theugh highway eating places were plentiful, there was abowt
them @ certain woorying anpredictabilicy. In 1929 a young
drugsiore owner I8 Massachasens named Howard Jolnson
decided that whar Amenca’s moborists craved was a salie, roliable
wniformaty of eating. He hit on the idea of franchising as a quicker,
Ress risky way of building a chain. By 1940, 125 Howard Johrson's
restaurdnb stood =bng the easberm ulhlrﬂ. faa-thirds of them
owned by franchisess, or agewrs as Jobnzon called chem. Most of
biis establighmeons wene buslt in 3 homy, seo-colonsl sryle, with
shurers on the windows, a rooftop cupola with a weather-vane,
amd wpgrairs dormers thar had no fencrion beyond lending the
structure an air of cosy demesticity. Only the busy parking lot and
bright orange roof = designed, namarally, to attract che attention of
prassing motorist — suggesied thar this was ot the bome of a well-
heeled citizen. jnﬁ.n.mns miain breakthrough wa o standardize
the: restaurant i - whar he called
“The Bible’ — dicraved mqﬂ'um; from the numbsr of French fries
per poetion 10 kow high o powr the cofffes in 2 cap (ro within
H'l.l:w—:l.ghdhi af am imch bl:'lh.‘iﬂp], an obssasion with detall thar
was o be copied with even grearer swcoess by Ray Kroc of
MeDonald's, a we ghall see in Chapter 120,

As mertorists requiced frequent infusions of food, so they also
needed a place to sleep from Hme to time. Throughout the late
veros amd easly 1eicn cabin camps oF COWrSC Courts = fress
standing wooden hurs, usually ranged in a semicircle and often
given afiecrionacdy illiterate names like 1 Like Um Cabins, Kozy
Kowrt and Para Dice™ — began to appear an the landscape wntil by
15 there were some rao thousand of them,, generally charging 52
to §3 a night, a price with which downsown bovels couldn't
compere, Variacions on cobiw comrp and fourisf cour? began o
MPpUEAT — RORTIE O, mearor corrts, even at lesst one autel — bao
the first place o style iself 2 mared was the Milestone Mo-tel, on

* ot ureil the Dpgon S Swaders prosod o e strthing ot than e loduss
-hmbng-&;‘hd-:.&h-h being mde wn bosoniry colore] by e
chaichably masmod Crreeeress Rty Lal HMHMMM#MW
e & gowies and over ahcr o Beord dhe mmenc asd asie o & wouibom oo
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As Frank Rowsome, jun., has puricin his engaging hsmory of the
Barmea-Shave siges, The Vierse by the Side of the Rpad, humoar in
advertisang in the Depression years “was so scarce i 1o be virtually
a mrace element’.*? Burma-5have became the exception. lis signs
were visnaally goaranreed to bold the amention of passing drivers
fior e average of sighreen secomds = fir bonger chan any other rype
of roadade ad could cownt on. They not only effectively
popularized the product, bat by promoting highway satery and
ather rirpely camses kike War Bonds they gave the company an airof
kinwdly abristsm, as beve; DON'T TAKE'S CURVE/AT 6o FER'WE HATE
T3 LOSEA CUSTOMER] FASTSCHOOLHOUSESTAKE IT SLOW/LET
THE LITTLLSHAVERS ROV,

Unable o come up with a seady seream of mew verses, the
company began holding national contests, paying $100 for each
winging smrry. At ins peak, it was receiwing Over §0,000 ¢0ANES &
year, A bew were decidedly dasing for the imes: sUBSTITUTES /CAN
DOEORE HARMITHAN CITY FELAENAION A FAls. Others were
dismiecely morkid: sER CHARIDTRACED AT Bo PERSTHRY HAULED
AWAYIEHAT HAD BEN HUR, O HE LIT A MATCWTO CHECE QA3
TARKITHATS SHYITHEY CALL Sib/S RINLESS FRAME.

Smes were sebecied with grear care, They had w be lewel,
wtraight, and not dhattered with other signs. They were perfect (or
the Midwest, though in fact they appeared in every uambul: Fnur
Arveona, Devada, New M and Massach
of signs, and the Furl'unll al the company, both pﬂk.ud. ini 195 5.
Ar 6o mp.h. or more the signs becamie hard o read even when
spaced harther apan. They seemwd old-fashioned. Rent and
maimrenance for the signs cost S1o0,000 a year by 1960, and,
beswdes, the two- lane highways were increasimgly out of the
maimsmeam. In 1965 the lat of the Burma-Shave sgns were
removed. Americs was no langer a nation of reo-lane highways.

A golden ape was over,

v

I 7g e thee LIS Army sene 3 convay of srucks cross-counnry Fram
Camp l-'kad-r,!r!llr_rkm‘l. i0.5an Francisco, just to see if it coubd be
done. It could, bur only jus. The trip rook rwo manchs ar an
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average speed of less chan 7 moph. The youmg officer in charge of
the cofvoy was qu;"lt [}, Eisenbower. Thifty-hve years later, as
President of the United Staces, be appointed a commitres to snady
America’s ranspomanon nesds, As Kenneth T, Jackson has
abserved: ‘The committes considered no alitrmative 0 a massive
highway system, and ir suggesced a major redirection of nenional
policy w benefit the car and the truck.™* This should have come
a% no great surprise; the chairman of the commines was on the
board of directars of General Motors. In 1956, in response to the
commiree’s urgimgs, Eisenb signed into law the landmark
Ieerizace Highway A, insugurating the construction of 41,500
miles of supethighway and kicking off am era when Amera
would spend 74 per cent af its rransportation funds oo kighways
and a shghay less than munificent 1 per cent on mass wransic far
E1fE,

High-speed roads had already been around for some cime by
1956, The Brse freeway (of sarts) was the Gfeetr-mile-long Bromx
Riwer Parkcway, opened in the 19205, with 2 spesd limit of & rhen
breakmeck 54 m.ph. The name parkway was significant. These
romds were designed for besure drving for e middle classes.
Commercial wehicles were probibieed {and anpway bridge
clearsnoes were kept inrentionally bow o keeps crucks and bases
from sneaking om eo them), They were lavishly landscaped and
endowed with gracefal curves and wooded medians 1o enhance
thair aesthetos. Ballboards, s Statwons and céher roadside decrines
were nuthlessly excleded. They weren't so much highways w
sylvan glades where you could exercise yoar car,

The great builder of parkways was Roberr Menes, the Mew Yok
Cliry paris commissioner, who inonscally never learned to drive a
cat, He presided over the construction of sach rosds as the
Meadowbrook Parkway 1o Lomg kland, the Heney Hadson
hl*vn]r. and the Taconse Parkway ﬂ'l.mu#: the Taconic River
Valley. Buily beraeesn 1940 and 1950, the Taconic was pessibly the
it beawtiful American highway ever built, bt already it was an
anachromism. By 1950 Americans had popped thinking of driving
A something you did for fun. k was something you dad oo ger o
where you could have fun. For chis new style of derving somethimg
new was needed: the superhighway.

O oof the enlaring myths of American travel |s that the nation's
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superhighwars were modeiled oo Germany's Amtofafmen. In fact,
w was the other way roand. Dr Frit Tod, Hider's superinsendens
of moads, came 8o the Usaed Seates i che 19 pon, studied America’s
wparkling new parkways and wanr back v Germany with a great
deal of entbvatiasm and & suicase full of notes, Most peapie’s fira
contact wich superhighways were the models of Morman Bel
Gieddes's hugely popelar Funsrama exhibit ar ehe 1059 New York
Warid's Fair. Designed o show the world as it would be - or az
Gimeral Mogari would like it b be — Paesdy-Ave year Bence in I
1p6g, the exhibic compased a lange layour of model sowns, omes,
and counsrpiide, all linked by sleek mulsilane baghways alosg
which tiny cars ghded with cesselens speed and ease. b wis
remazkably presciess. (Futurama abo had a bmguisoc impact.
Betors lomg American readsides. were graced with Shop-o-ramas,
Fuberamas, a Kosherama or vwo, snd s least cne Stripersma )
Wichin & year, Bel Gedder’s vision way made reality wich the
apening of the Pennsplvanis Tarnpike, ramsing ris ples from just
westof Harnisbung no just eas of Piosburgh. Dessgned primarily o

e waork for the smemployed the Suinn; &
Er:l:]mnhc: 1y For u&utmh: mmwm
Muonogiss could drive the entire lengrh in rwo and 2 half hoors =
[ the e it Bad takes on the old Lincols Highway — for 3 woll of
.94 Feanites that would soon beeome ldnhir ol oves Amethca
= chower-leaf mterchanges, long eramce and e lanes, service
arran— astcasnded amd gracfed the 2y millien mobonists wha cane
o experience this marvel of the sge i ns firse year.

Twn months after the Pennsylvama Tumnpike opened, and oo
thoussad miles away, Amencas motoning passed snother mile-
seane with the opening of dhe v e (eeesay in < v all but goes
withosat saying — Los Angeles wiven the mayor oot a mape and a
provesssen of cars Blled with dignicaries (theee of whach crashed in
the excitement] polled on 1w the cghemile-losg Amroyo Sem
Farkway. Diespisr the semi-buoolic name, the Arrovo Seco Parkoway
wiinim't 4 parkway st ol bt 2 dlork, brurally purpossiel, sighe-lane
artery designed oo mowe high wolumes of rraffic ar speed. Fleasure
dicde™t come o it. The age of che Frevweay — a term. coimed by 2
lawper named B M, Baistt bs dsompand thi sew kind of serious
moaorway from the poloy, old-lusbloned pariraay = hed begun. As
it i pecognition of dis, the Amoyo Seco was soon renamed che
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Pasaderca Froeway, lronically, it was intended to lure shoppers
dowmbown, rather chan heelp bocals flee w0 the suburhs.

Conventional wisdom has ic thar Los Angeles's sprawl is a
comsequetnce of s exvensive post-war freeway system. In fact, ot
was because the city was sprawhing already that freeways were
thought 2 praceicsl way of connectimg its far-fung parrs, [
sprawhed becaase it had the hinedt publac transportation network in
America, if not the world, with over a thousand miles of rail and
rrofley limes.

Freeways i fact evolved slowly on the west coast, at least ar firse.
A lare a5 1947, the whode of California had juss nineteen miles of
them. Then along came State Senator Randolph Collser, from the
remate town of Yreka, as far from Los Mn{:—su}wmw i
Clhhrnu. For farty years hlrdon'nrn-lnd the Califarnia |1|!;hm::|-

O jUSE P i the coastrucrion of freeways, bur
rtpvlllnﬂr blocking the ['nr!d.l.u.; of rail systems (whach he called
*‘rabhir mranspon’). By dhe mid-19 508 most Califormians had no
chiouce but to take to the freeways, Today ane-third of all the land
Loz Angeles is given over to the auromobilz, and the Loa Angeles
County Transportation Commission has a larger badget ($4.5
billion m 1991} than the dry it serves. M

Soon every ¢ty had 1o have a frcoway of its own, ovenif it meant
scything through old neighbourhoods, as with Bosmon's destructive
Dwvmmeown Artery, or slscimg ingo a beauty spot hke Fairmont Park
with the Schuylkill {populardy known as the *Sure-Eill'} Express-
way in Philadelphia, Ar one dme there was even  plan po drive
freeway through Mew Orleans's French Craarrer.

Mg the frevwarys remodelled cities, 50 the new (perseaes dealr s
blow to the old rwoslane highways thar sirecched berween them.
Had is not been for the distractson of World War [, America
almost certainty would have had a nerwork of superhighways
much earlier. The idea was really the brainchild of Franklin Delano
Roosevelr, who saw the constractiom of 3 national hqg:h-spud
highw.ay system as the ultimate public waorks project. By the 19505,
Eisenhiower saw in it the addirional virtue of enhancing America’s
deience capabilines. Bridge and runnel clearancns were desgned
not for trucks but for the movement of incercontinental ballestc
massiles. During the quarter-centary beginning in 1996, Amenca
spenit §1 18 hillion on imcerseace highways. Irwas, as Phil PFaton has
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put it, the ‘last programme of the Mew Deal and the first space
programme’.**

In less than rwo decades, America’s modern interstate highways
drained the life from thowsands of rowns. No longer was it
necessary — and before long often not even possible — to partake of
the traditional offerings of two-lane America: motels with cherish-
abiy inane names like the Mire-E-Nite Motor Court and the Dew
Drop Inn, roadside diners with blinking neon signs and a
mysterious fondness for meat loaf and mashed potatoes, two-
pump gas stations built in the cosy style of a rustic cottage. Today
in western Mebraska the old Lincoln Highway, or Route 30, is so
little used that grass grows in its cracks. At the state border with
Wyoming, it disappears altogether, abrupdy and unceremoniously
buried beneath the white concrete of Interstate 8o, Like Route €6,
the Dixie Highway and other ance grear roads, it has become a
fading memory, and whar a sad loss thax is.
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What's Cooking?: Eating in America

To the first Pilgrims, the gustaiory possibilities of the Mew World
were slow in revealing themselves. Though the woods of New
England abounded in hearty sustenance = wild duck and murkey,
partredge, vendsom, wild plums and chemies, mushrooms, all
manner of nots and bernes ~ and thoogh the waters memed with
fish, the Pilgrims showed a grim rebuctance to eat anything that did
not come from their dwindling stockpile of salt pork {which they
called “salt horse’), salt fish and sale beef, hard tack (a kind of
biscuir baked so hard that it became more or less impervious ro
mould, weevils and human teeth), dried peas and dried beans,
‘almost preferning’, in the words of one historian, “to starve in the
midse of plenty rather than experiment with the strange but kindly
fruits of the earth”.! Or as another put it: “The Brst serders had
come upon a land of plenty. They nearly starved in ie.”

Lobster was so plentiful that “the least boy in the Plantation may
both catch and eat what he will of them', but hardly any did. John
Winthrop lamented in a lerer home that he could not have his
beloved mutton but only such impoverished fare a8 aysters, duck,
salmon and scallops. Clams and mussels they did noe ear ac all, but
fed to their pigs. To their chagrin the colonsts discovered thar
English whear was unsuited to the soil and climate of New
England. The crops were repeanedly devastated by a disease calied
smiue. For the better part of owo centuries whear would remain a
huxury in the colonies. Even their first crop of peas failed, a
consaquence not so much of the challenges of the New England
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climaie n-nf therir omm inexpenence 3 farmers. Wich their food
wocks dling and their af de ot huester-gatherers sorely

taxed, che nurjwk Bnr dm small F“‘-W' nf Blundering, &n-

wad hleak

indesd.

Fortenasely, thens wese Indiden oo ave them, The Indiass of the
Mew World were alresdy eanng beover thas any European. Manive
Americans enjoyed some two thousand difberent foods, & number
that even the wealihicin desipen of the Old World would Bave
found unimaginably varied Among dhe deficacies unique o the
Blew Waorld were the white and sweort potaso, the peasat, the
pumphin smd ies cousen dhe squadh, the persimmon jor peichamia’
as the first colonists recorded it the avocado, pineapple, chooolame
andd vanilla, cassava souree of rapincal, chilli peppers, ssallowers
il the woman - dhough of coerse mot all of these were ksowm
everywhene. Even those plasss thar already exisned in Europe were
afeen of 3 supericd varieky in the Pew Wosld, American grees
bean wese fae plumger and ncher, and soon displaced the Bbyou,
chewy vamety previously growsm in Europe Likewise, once
Europeira gt sight and saate of the fad, sempruces srawbemies
that grew wild in Vieginia, they gladly forssok the mmby liede
bumon srasbernies that had theresofore Been all they hasd kncram.
The Indgans” diet was hralthier, so0. Af 3 time when oven wall-
heeded Europeans rounnely el preey s scurvy anmd warched
helplesaly as cheir reeth fell from spoagy gums, the Indians koew
inatinctively that » healthy body required 2 well-balapoed dies,

Absorve slll, however, deir agioiuee had o sophogicanion that
Ewropean husbandry could nor begin oo mompere with. They had
learned empiricaliy oo plant brans amomg the oorn, which sot only
permined & grester yeeld dremm e same asrount of land hur abe
replenished che nioogen thar the oom ok away. As a resole, while
Europeans struggled evem in good years o scrape a living from the
wenl, e vl o of e e Warld esnpoyed & canant by, Thar
a single mibe i Mew Englasd had sufficient serplees ro suppon o
hundred belpless, unexpected visitons for the berer part of 2 year =
eloquent restimany of thae.

The Indians' single svom importans gif o the colonises = apart
from noe wiping them our — waz com. Com began a3 2 wild gras,
probubiy i the Tehusedn Valley ol central Mexios, Coanverting 2

and
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seraggly wild grass ineo the plump and nrinous foodsmaff we
tiday wan possibly the greatest of all precolonial achieve-
mencs. Corm will grow abmost anywhere, and by 1620 was a well-
hlished crop throughs the Mew Waocld, To the original
colondsts, ‘com” sgnified any common graim, as i soll does m
Britain. 50 they sdogeed the Spanish name maze (afver 3 West
Indian Taino word, mahiz). Since maize was in eftect the only type
of grain there was, “corn’ gradually came o signify it abose. Com
has been domesticated for so long - some seven thousand years —
thar it is now weally depemdent on humankind for it coatinued
exizence. Left on its own, the kemnels of each cob = it seeds =
wistild be stranghed by the busk. Even m coborial tmes it was a far
e dmumd.ing pant than dhe colonises were nsed m. Wit their
usual wexing ineptomade the Brst colonsts mied sowing it by
broadeast mechod, as they did with other graies, and were bafled
that it didn't grow. It fook the natives to show them thar com
Bourished only when each seed was planted is 2 mound and helped

along with a little fish-meal ferilizer

By the early seventernth century, many Bew Word foods were
already known in Ewrope, though not necessarily o che early
English colonises. The hrit Pilgrims may hawe heard of, but almost
cerainly had never tasted, rwo Mew Warld foods: the omaro and
white potaba. Mor did chey get the oppormnity m their pew-found
lamd sarece thise plams were anknown o the casern seiboacd, The
Indians of the east coasr did, however, have rthe sweet potaro, ansd
for almost pwo centunies when Americams talked of potstoes that
was what they meanr.

The white potato had reached England, wia Spain, in the
sixneenth century bur suffersd  crippling setback when the guesn's
conk, with that knack for cullinary mesapprehension weth which the
English have long distinguished themaebves, discarded the rubers
and cooked the leaves. For well over a cenrury, the white potato
wins grown strictly as an omamental plant untl Earopeans at last
began 1o appreciate its manfold peasibilines a3 a foodstafl. The
Irush dz\-zlnpad. a particular aprachment 1o i, o so msch becaus:
of s agreeable versariliny as becanse it was one of the few planes
that would prosper on Irish soil. Elsewhere in the Brigish Bsles in
reenained largely onknown, Ir made s first recorded appearance in
the American colomies in 1719, in Boston, though it was not until a
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pentbeman farmer in Virgioa named Thoma: Jefferson mied
| culevanng the white potaie — which he called the Irsh potasn —
i tharit begam o sroracy any smenton in Aumerica as a posenial food.
i also appeary b bave been the Arst Americin b dern
French fried poroes = racher a daning ching 1o do since it was
penerally seeepmed chat the tubsers were tnaic and thar the only sy
o avoid & bong ad agosering deach was w bl them mencilessly.
Uneil well snio the 1 8oos abmost no one dared vo-cat them any odher
way, It sppears thae the whole of Eurape’s porae output it chis
o came from just reo plams brought badk by the Spanish; chis
lazk of penetic diversiy is very probably what led 1o Infland's
devadraing potse blight i the nineseesth cenbary, with abvious
consequences for American immigragion. The woed spw, incident-
alty, comes fram the kind od spads with which potaboees were dug
our. Though dee word {eseli dases from the Middle Ages, it becases
wmocianed wicth potaroes only in e 8408

The hiseary of the emato (from fowset, like so many ather fomd
waords & Mahuard rerm] in the Mew World is soilosgly similar s
thar of the potaco. It was carmied o Europe from 5South America by
ther Spanish, widely regasded a3 poisonous, trrated doc two
cemuries @ & decormive curoidry, asd finally eescwed from
obscuricy by the ever indusoricss Thomas Jefferson, who made the
hrst reconded méntian of it im Morth Amenca in 1780, He referred
ti it ik thee doeeara Umeil welll ineo ehe nineseenth cennery i was
regarded as dangerously exotic om its native sodl, teough a depree of
cautuon 15 undersandshles s the tomato is adter all 2 memdber ol
tiee nightshade family.

The cobomists were, however, well scquaineed with a New Wodld
tod that aboumded along the sasbern seaboard: the tuckey, & mot
unreasanable question is how & native Amencin bird come 1 be
named for & councry fowr teousand miles away. The answer i chat
wian tarkeys frst appeared i England, wome eighty years betore
the Mayiloeswr sot vail, they were mutakenly supposed so bave
come from Tarkey. They bad in fscr come from Spain, broagit
there from Mexico by Hemdn Cormés's expedinon of 1719, Many
atber Fufopeis aagions maeds & wmilir peographical érmad in
naming, the bird. The French deoughn they came from bndia and
thas called them chickens ‘d"inde." from which comes the modern
French dindom. The Gersmans, Dutch and Swedes were cves maore
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specifically insccurate in their presumptions, tracing the bird o the
Indian city af Calscut, and thus gawe it the respective names
Kalekwerisch Him, kalkoere and kalkos. By the 16203, the nurkey
was 50 well known in Enrope, and its provenance had so long been
ansumed oo b the Mear East, thar the Pilgrims were ascoamded oo
find them in abundance in thear mew-found land A simifar
linguistic  misapderseanding  obmined  with another  native
Amencan food, L'hr_f-lrusakm artichoke, which is not an artichoke
at all —indeed 1t doesn's even Jook like an anichobe — but rather is
the root of the sunflower Heliantbus tuberosus, Jerusalem is merely
a corruption of the Iealien word for sunflower, pirasole,

Under the pament rurelage of the Indizns, the codomiscs graduadly
became acquainted with, amd cven developed a fondmess for, native
produces. like pumplking, ar firsn geserally called posspioes, and
squashes, which the colonises confusingly also called pompéons.
Pumpkin pie became a big it aftes the Pilgrims were introduced to
it ax eheear second Thanksgivieg Feast in 1623, but the conventional
spelling didn't become established until much later. As late as
1796, the first American cookbook — a slender volame with the
dauningly all-embracing ke of American Cookery, or the Art of
Drvessimg Viamds, Fish, Poultry and Veperabies, and the Best Modes
of Making Pirds, Puffs, Pies, Tarts, Puddimgs, Custards and
Precerves and Al Kimds of Cakes, from the Inperial Plumb to Plain
Cake, Adapted to this Country and AN Grades of Life, by Amelia
Simrmowi: An American Orpban = called the dish ‘pompkin pie’.
Pumpkin pie was abo called prmpkin puddimg until the mid-
téoos, pudding then suggesting a pie wirhous & rop crase,

The Indians ineeoduced the colonists not only to new foods, bar
to mare interesting ways of prepanng them. Sucootash, dam
chowder, homany, cors pone, cranberry ssuce, johnnyeakes, even
Bosrop baked beans and Branswick stew were all Indian dishes, In
Virginka it was the Indians, not the whate serders, who invented
Smarhfield bam, " Even with the comseant advice and interventian of
the Indians the Puritans shack to a diet thar was for the most part
resolutely bland, Meat snd vegetables were bolled without piry,
deprived of seasonings and served lukewarm, Peas, omce they gon
the hang of growing them, were eaten at almost every meal, and
oftem served cold. The principal repast was eaken ar midday and
called dimmer. Supper, 5 word related 1o soup (and indesd ar rthe
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wime seill ofvem spelled souper], was often just thar = a linle soup
with perhaps a peece of bread - and was consamed in the evening
shortdy before retinmg: Lunch was a conoept yet unkmown, as was
the kdea of 2 smack. To the early codonises, "sack” meant che bise of
H]

I it tometoned said io be 3 codiraction of Jowmey
cake, the sdea h;F thas it was a food pi:kr.'d foe jisaraeys, hut
sinee 1t 18 4 kind of corn-bread and com-bread qumlhr L]
travelling food, the explanation is unconvindng. Anather sugges-
ticen is chat i b 3@ cormapion of Shawnes caky, As Ciardi noges, m
Mew England it was called jonakine o jondkin long before it was
called jobwimyeake, suggesing that fobarrpeaks is.a folk erpmology
based on some earlier, fargaten Indisn serm,  Twao other travelling
toods known b0 early Amsericans sere pernmican and jerked beed,
Drespir the mamne, motbing o perked o make jerked besl. The word
comis Brom chargwd, 3 Spanish scdsptation of a Peruvian [sdian
worll Though the varast name jrnky i.l-rh'rrrdn':in":r closer 1o
the Spanish original, it actaally entered the laaguage much Laer,
Jerked bef was well sitablished in the colonies by the early
eightrenth century. Jevky is mot attested before 1850, Pemmican,
maore straghriforwardly, is from the Cree phmitin,

The Pilgrims nanarally browght many Ol World dishes with
them., among them Bummery (2 sweet dish made of four or
cornstarch, subficeencly ansipid to sill be eaten in England, where it
is called blancmange], dunderfunk (a kind of hard-tack hash
fractionally enlivened with molasses), frumenry (a milky mush],
hoe-cake Janother kind of mush), and chat myseericus osmpoand
of the Linde Miss Muifer nursery thyme, curds and whey. {For the
record, curds are dee coagulared residue of milk and wiey the
watery remaims created while making cheese.) Curds were slso
used o make syllabah, another weer dish.

Pudding signified not just a dessery (s word that Bad recently
enaened the language from Frasce and was promousced “dub-gart’}
bt & wikder range of dishes, from black or blosd pudding po hasty
pundding (3 cornmneal mush s named because it could be prepaned
queckly), Cranberries were ar frss abso alled cramplerniny,
cramsberries of bowmorberries bocaase you bounced them oo s if
thay wery fresh. Food, an in food, meant closted oncam.
D, 8 in plums duif, v reflected & variant pronsnciation of

p3=. 4
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dewgh, Doughmuts, which the Purnitans had discovered from the
Dusch during thei years in Haolkand, did sor have the hole with
‘which we associate them now, but were small balls = ‘murs” in the
parkince of the rime = of fred dough. They abo are doughboys,
often speiled “dowboys’, a dumpling made of four or commeal,

Uniil 1824, when the first shipment of cows reached Plymouth,
the cobany's supply of livestock consisted of only hall a dozen
goats, Bty pigs and about a3 many chickens, but by the mid-16308
mamers were improving rapadly. By then, with the populaton of
Massachusens ssanding ar more than 4,600, the colony could boast
I, 00 COWE, 4,000 goats and ‘swine innumerable’. Cows primarily
had a dairy rode. For & very lomg while meat came almost
exchusively in the form of pork = indeed, in the Sowth ‘meat” and
‘pork’ were wsed interchangeably,

As time mowed on, the diet of the aveTage American became
hemrtier if not a grear desl more appealmg. bn an enn
wheere women devoted cheir lves to an endless, exhausting round
of doing everything from weaving oo making soap and candles o
salting and pckling amything that could be preserved, it is hardly
sarprising thar gualiry cooding was ar a premsom and thar nsosy
pmlpl-r were, m the words of Thomas ]tiftﬂm. “illy bed'. Moae the
les=s, by the lare sighteemb century, portions for almest everyone
were abundant, and vigitors from the Old Warld commonly
remarked on the size of meals in even the humblest househalds, For
the wealthber Familses, dishes were vanied and, by earior standards,
exartic. The cookchook kepe ar Moune Vernon, wrien by George
Washimgron's mother, velks ws such aboat boch the variery of foods
eaten and dheir sometimes cuniows spelling and prosusciatios,
nodably ‘mushromps’, ‘harichocke pie’, ‘fryckecy of chicken', and
Bettice tart’.

By the cime of the Revolubon, the main meal was raken berween
o and fowr o'dlock in the aftermoon, and eaven @0 an order thay
strikes ws today as a wrifle odd. & rypical meal might consist of
salred beef with potarces and peas, followed by baked or fried eggs,
fish and salad, with a variety of sweets, puddings, cheeses and
pastries o fimish, all washed down with quantities of aleohol thag
wauld beave most of s today urnable forise from the table.’ Meas
was consumsed in quamnmies thar lefr Eusropean observers
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il slack-jawed in asonshment. By the early 3oos e average
American was eaong almoss 180 b, of meat a pear; 48 b, more
than people were comsuming a century later, but nedy meat
remained largely unkegws becsnse of e diffculry of keeping
fresh. Even ooty people ofien had dyickens in the yard and a hog or
tws left co scavemge in the stoeet. Undil well mbo the nisetoenth
century vasitors b0 Mew Yok remarked oan the hagasrd o rabfic
presested by wandering bogs abong Broadway. Even in the mare
remperare nogch, meat would go off m a day im sammer, and milk
waoild curdhe in as lisife as an hour, Spoiled food was a dady hazard
fioar tha wealthy as much as bor the poor, One guest ot a dinner party
given by the Washangeons moted with a certaim vecious redish cha
s Ciemeral discreetly pushed his plase of sherey wrifle i one side
when be disoovered thar the cream was diwincrdy iffy bur thar che
leas discerning Martha contimoed showelling it away with gusoo.
| foe-cream wan a sader option. It win hrst sentioned i A menca in
the 1740 when a gest at & bangoet grven by dhe povernos of
Maryland weose abour this novelry which, he nowed, "ear mosr
deliciously”.

Theomas Jeffersan, thanks so hie scrupalous = one might say
ohsemive — record-keepang (hor gight years, while helpang 1o rum a
new nation, he bound time so rack the Birag and last appea rance on
Washingzon market scalls of thirry-seven types of vegesshle), has
lesht us ehe most complets caronicle of che life of a farmer in colonal
mmies, bast also che least rypical. As we have already seen with dhe
omam and poca, jefferson was a tireless expevimencer with
fmnds and grew any numiber of planes thar moss Americans had
never heard o, among them sich sxabes o eggplant, damson
plummi, Savay cabhages, asgar beets, cauliflower, endive, chicary
{wwhich be called siccory), beocooli, celery and & kind of squash
called cymling. Owly grapes of a safficiens calibee o make a
palaable wine efoded him, vo his woending -dﬂpalr.‘

Ocher plancers were less adventuroms, bus compensaced wich
quantity, Diners at the finer bomes were sommonly affered cight or
ten kinds of meat or ﬁ:hl -ph:]- T ugthblrh and kalf a dozen
dessers, all washed doven with coplous guasmties of wine, porer,
rum, beer or Madeira. [efferson, in his first vear im dee Whice
House, spent $2,800 = more money dham many people saw in a
lifetime - om wine alone,

What's Cooking?: Eatimg im America

For farmers, food was almoss enticely bome-grown. As late 2
17l7, EvEn o profperous yendman farmer in MNew Eu;lar:.d might
spend no more than $10 4 year on all cusside puluh-ﬂﬂ This enight
include a lirtle tea or coffes, a good deal of sals and perhaps some
miolasees, but 1 all other respects he and his houschold were
entirely self-sufficient.

By the mid- 1 §ocs many Americans were eating well enaugh o
grve foreign critics something new oo be appalled at. A correspon-
dent for The Times of London recorded with amazemsnt a “‘ryphcal’
American breakfasy = “hlack ves and voass, serambled eggs, fresh
spring shad, wild pigeons, pigs’ feet, rwo robins on toast, oyiters’ —
amd thar, he implied, was one of the Lighuer repaste” IF such
breakfasrs were eaten, and a touch of scepricsm might not be
misplaced here, they weren's caten by everyone. The bulk of urban
dwellers ate poorly, partly because their meagre wages didn’t
permit berer, but also becawse swch medical advice as filtered down
o0 themn suggested chat moat fresh foods were hazardous, Uniil the
mid-nineeeenth century, received wisdom had it that anyone
reckbess enough o consame an apple or pear or indeed almoss amy
ather vegetative product was all bur asking for aspeedy deach arthe
hand of typhoid, dysentery ar cholera® During cholera epademics
ciry councils rowtinely banned the sabe of fruvs and salads, buteven
during comparatively safe perinds most people thoughr it impna-
dent 1o feed almost any plant fnod (with ihe excipton of & well-
boaled porann) o the mmrsmn:rpnblt mmermbirs of the commuminy,
especially children, who of course most needed the vitaming. As 2
resiale, diseases assocared with malnutricion stalked even the
bearer-off familiss,

Milk, too, was widely regarded as penilous, though with same
justification, since it spoiled quickly and was processed amd
delivered in 3 manmer thar gowed licrde — n facy nothing - to modern
standards of hygiene. Almost every family had a story of a member
who had died of “mdlksick” or “the trembles” after dnnking rainced
milk.

As the nineteenth cenmury progressed, dier evolved mio wo
carmips = the few who ate well snd the many who did not = and class
antagonisms were not long in emerging. The parraan MNew Yorker
Martin Van Buren was owsted from the Presidency in 1842 in large
part because ane of his Whig opposents made o celebrated speech
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attacking Van Buren for serving sach delecaie and mnmanly fare in
the White Howse a5 sirawhberries, caulilower and celery. (Van
Buren gained a sore of vicarious revenge when ot the subsequent
imauguration the orasry William Heory Harrison refused oo dom an
orveronat, cuntracted pracumcsia and with alarmang hasts expined;
beis nemwre as President wan just chirry days, much of chat spent

ERCOSORLS. |
Gradually even Amencans became sequainerd with a
wider varety of it and wogetables, though the linguisic

evaderice ahavas that they weres ' a W ays qiite sure what ro make of
them For the poraeo alone, the Dictionary of American Emglisk o
Hustorical Principles records such arresting nineteenthecennary
concoctions as potas custard, potwio chowder, potato pone,
potate pudding and even potata coflee, We can assume that most
af these were consamed n a spirit of ather expermmentation or
desperanon and than mosr dedn't survive long in the nanive die.

Onby a relapive handfel of mew foods enmered the American
wocabalary im the ninsseenti cenoury, among them pratzel [1814),
purpamickal (1835, Dverwurst (0860}, runtifruthi (1874] and
spaghetti (1B80). What chamged was the weay Amenicans ate, In
pargicular they began bo eat cul. Befare the 18 as, dimeg 0wt wis
i getiwiey reserand alm pechesrvely for ravellers. Thossgh iwis
poasmible i ear imhoeels and ravems, there were no pleces dedicared
10 the public consumgtion of food for dve mere pleasare of i, nor
any word 1o describe cheme. Then in 1827 2 new word and conoepr
envered American English fromy Framoe: rrptauras,

It was in thar year that mwo Swiss-borm brothers, Gigvanni and
Pietry Del-Memica, apemed 2 coffee and pastry shog i the Basery
dewtrict of Mew Yook Ciry. The enterpeise was sufficiemly succeis:
fuil ghar in 1B5 1 they imwmeed their nephew Lorenzo po jos dhem
Thasagh jusr nesereen and winh no expenience in carering, Lorenzo
wias borm eo culinary greanness. He did nose of the cookamg, bur he
did by the food,, and made a point of arciving beloee dawn at che
aity's main markers w acquire the bess and ireshest provisions, a
practice now rowtime bt at the mene enheand-of, He transiormed
the Del-Monrcos” pastry shap Nt Amercs's premisr resursat
{actually a series of restasmranas: Deel o's moved Erequently
and sometises operared under a8 many a5 fowr roofs ar oncel,
bringing a di iom of elegance oo Amencan dining chat it had
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theretofore  lacked. Under the mew, unhyphenamed mame
Drelemonico's, the restawran: introduced Americans o many an-
tamiliar dishes, ranging from artichokes and mayonnaise (named
ariginally for the Minarcan port Mahdn)™ o fricasseed calf's bead,
and imvented several a3 well, sotably bobseer Mewburg, which
beegam lite a5 lobster 3 la Wenburg. It was so called in komour of an
esteemed client, Ben Wenburg, unnl be degraced hamseli throagh
some unseemly (bur inerigoingly unspecified) alsercation on the
premises, and the dish was shruptly anagrammatized, A soalag
transbormanon happened with another Delmonico’s creation,
chicken & la Keene, named for one Foxhall Koene, whaeh became
over time {for reasons that appear ro have gone unnared) chicken a
L kng,

Inspared by Delmonico’s example, restauranes sprowned all over.
By the i87as Mew York City dlone had aver fve thoosand
rescaurants, many of chem, like La Maison Dorde, Louss Sherry's
and Lischiws, of a standard comparable to the finest resraurants of
Europe. With the new rescaurants came mew dishes, |ike Waldorf
salad and eggs Benedict, both creaved at che Waldord- Astoria in the
1Bgos. The larmer was dessgned as a hangover cure for one Samuel
Benedict, though how anyome with a hamgover could face poached
oggs swimming im hollandsise savce and think it recuperative will
for ever be o mystery to me.""

For many immigrants, and for the lealians in particalar, the
rescaurant business became an aoractve way o esmblish a
toothold in the Mew Wodd, Tramarme — bimaly-run resfaesini —
becamse a feature on streer cormers in every large ciry , somse of them
growing into large and celebrared establishmenes like Mama
Leane"s and Sardi's in Mew York and Colisimo's in Chicage, Mos,
howeever, stayed smeall, ke G. Lombardi's on Spring Sareet in Mew
Tork, which would now be fargotien to history excepe that ane af
its early propriesoss had the umcommon prescience in 1905
introduce Americans to a dish for which they would develop an
akiding sddicrion: the pirea."'

Many ‘classic’ halian dishes are in fact New World crearions.
Chisclen tetrazani — chicken 4 cream sance on spaghenti — was
named for the lralian soprano Loisa Terrazzin bur invenced i Mew
York. The caesar salad comes (rom Truana. It was devised by a
testaurateur mamed Caessr Cardini who, so the story goes,
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whipped up the slad from lehover ingredients when a party of
hungry guests descended on him lace ome night. Fermsocime
primavers wai bomn in e kiichen of Mew York™s Le Cirges
resturant. Weal parmagiana, cams Posllips, ferucsine Alfredn,
even spaghern asd mearhalls were all producs designed v aaealy
the Amencam palace. "By the 1950 as ome wrmer has pur i,
*leakas- Amierican food was all but unrecognizable o visiiors from
Ieafy. A busimesaman froen Teris maght pensse 2 menu i an Malian
restaugant i Chicago and not be able s decipher 3 single isen.! 2

A similar siwuaron obrained witk many other well-boved
*foreign’ focds. Russian dressing is unknown to the Russians, as is
the Amengan variety of French dressing io the Fremch, Vichyssoise
was wawenied net @ Franie but in Mew York no19oo, amd
Liederkran: chesue Aprang not Faism Cermany, of evem From
Auserin or Swireerland, bur from Monroe, Mew York, in 18yz.
(The name, meaming ‘wreath of song’, commemorwes & ool
choral soceery.) Challi con carne was unknown in Spain untl
introduced there from the Mew World Salishury seak has noching
to do wsh the English cashedral city [m was pamed for an
American, Dr |, H, Salabury], nor dores Swiss sicak hive even the
timiest slpine pedigres. Chop-suey (based on the Cantoncss word
for sniscelllany) first gaw light sor m Chima barm San Francseo in
thee lare 1 Eoos, teough the word nsclf does not appear in prine unl
1903 The formene cookie was invemed in Los Angeles in the
second decade of dhis century. More recene solll is chow mein,
which s appeared in 1917, though the pidpin word choau dates
in print fram i Bed and the slightly mere emphaiie chomobair B
first eecoeded in gBg7,

As Amenca became increasingly urbandeed, people ook w
ety their main meal in the evening. To fll dhe void berween
breakfase and dinmer, 5 mew and ially American ph
arose: lumch. The words hnch and bmcheon (ofoen spelled
Buncirom, Dumchew, lanclion or funcking] have been arcand in
English since the late 1 fo0s Dn:innllrlhqsipiﬁndluwmfmﬁ
- “a hanchen of cherse’ — and may have come from the Spanish
fomja, 4 slice of ham. The word was kng comsidered s deplarable
wilga pism, suicable oaly 1o e servanes’ balll, In America, bowever,
lundk' became respeceable, and a it dawned oa oppormunistic
restaurarenrs char each dey milhons of office workers reguuired
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wormething quick, smple and cheap, & wealth of new Eacilities sprang
apio anwaer the demand, In ghoes arder Americans got diers (1871,
Ml comumbers [1H73), selfesermice restouramis [1885), cnfrterias
{1Bpca), sutomiars [1poa), snd ghorr-order reitsuramts (1eog).

The process began in 1872 in Providemce, Rhode kland, when
one Walter Soom loaded & wagon with sandwiches, boiled eggs and
other such Fare and parked outside the offices of the Providemce
Jorrmal Since all the restaaramts in sown closed ar £ pom. be had no
comperison and his basisess thrived. Soon wagons began appear-
ing all owver. By the time Scott retired forry-five pears lager be had
fifry competitors in Providence alome, They wers called lumch
wagont, which was odd: breause they didn't come out unil dusk,
lumch was rhe one ching they didn’t serve, When residenes
complained about hiving boad served outside their howses, cries
everywhere enacred ordinances banming che wagons. 5o the lunch
wagen proprictors hiton the idea of moviag their wagoes o vacant
loas, taking off the wheels and calling them restauranrs, simce
restaurants were immune from the restrictions, By tve 19208
several companies were mass-producing shiny, purpose-buily
restaurants known everywhene is dimers, From a busmess point of
view dimers were an appealing proposition. They were cheap ro bay
and masntain, You could s them wp (o hours om any level piece of
ground, and if ade dide't materialize you loaded them on o a
Mar-bed track amd moved them elsewhere, A single diner in 2 good
locarion could make a profic of $12,000 a year - a kot of money in
the 19208, Ome of the more endaring myrhs of American earing is
that dimers were buile oue of old r::i~=f dinimg-cars. Hardly any
were. They were just magde to look thar way,

The first place known 1o be called a cafeteria = though the
praprictor spelled in cafering — was opened i Chicago in the early
1&gos. The word came from Cuban Spanish and as lace as 1925
wis still ofien pronoanced tm the Spamish sode, with the accent on
the penultimate syllable. Cafeterias proved so popular thar they
spawned 4 huge, of mercifilly shor-lived, voguee for words of
similar Sorme heteria, groceter keteria, dnegeteria,
bobateris (a place where hair was bobbed), besuteris, choco-
lateria, shaveteria, smokederia, hardisgre-aieria, parmieniera,
furnitureteris ~ even cosketeria for & faneral bome and che

bt redundant 2
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The satomnar — & caferena where focd wis colllecsed from belvind
liztle windows alier depositing the regeisie changr in 3 dor — was
ik an Amencan invenmion bt o Swedigh ose. In fecr, tey had
been commem in Sweden for hald 3 cenvary bedomr two
emreprenenrs named Hom and Hardardt opened ome in
P‘hll:rldph.l e igpad and siaried a smail, lucraber smping,

Lamcheomers (somemmes modified o dewcherds) encered
Amwrican English = about 1030 amd = s tumm helpsd 10
popularize & fashiom for words with -rere endings: direbemenis,
dmeite, ucherrite, rooemerie, bacheioreite, druw majoreiie, even
pariere log 3 merer maid and realewette for s female eieate agen '™

The wainresses and hash slingees (an A mencanism daring from
idaf] who worked im theie emabhdmenis evalvid & wast, arcane
and cloyingly poculir lsgo o the food deey served and the deents
who are it. By the 15208 if you wanred 10 work belsnd o lanch
craniee you aseded 60 know that "Moah's boy” was 1 slsor of Bam
{zince Ham was one of Moah's sons) and diar “berm one’ or “grease
spot’ designaied a bamburger. ‘He'll cakoe 3 chamoe’ or “clean the
kigchen” meane an ander of bash, “Adamn and Eve on a ralt” wis ree
poached eggs on toast, "caes’ eyes’ 'was tapioca pudding, ‘bird seed”
wag grecal, “whistleberries' were baked beapa' and ‘dough well
e with covw e cover” watd the samewhar Laboared way of callag
tor an order of soast and bamer. Food that had been waiomg oo
I wan said 10 be “growing a brard’, Many of thes shorthand
wermi have sssce encered the maseream, nowbly ‘BT for a
bacon, lernuce and mmars sandwick, ‘over sy’ and ‘sunny side
up” i eeipect af aggn, and *hold' & in *hold the mava’,

Ewing et = umnally queckly, cheaply and gressily = becsme a
habit for urban wockers and a big business for che providens:
Betwren 190 nd 1515 the ember of reitasrant in Aerics roee
by g0 per cent. A hongry Mew Yorker in 1915 could choose from
AMONE 17,000 restauranis, double the number thar had exisied 2
decade brfore."" Even dragisares got in on the ac. By the carly
15206, the average drugsoore, ivwas estimaned, did s per cent of is
business ar the soda foemain,®® They had become m effect
reitauranty that also sold pharmiceuscel sapplic,

Asthe nineseewsth cenrury wore on and the Amernican disr became
consistently livclser, it inevitably sparoed alarm among those whe
edsrved thar sensusd pl WETE ily e There
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arose mighry bands of men and women wheo believed wirh a kind of
relighous fervour that the comsumption of the wrong foods would
lead ta the breakdown of the nation's moral fibre. One man went so
far 2 vo form & Sociery for the Suppression of Eaning, which weould
appear to be raking matbers about a3 far as they will go. Others
were only sightly more accommodanng ro the need for sastenance,
Trpical of the breed was the Revd Sylvesser Graham, who equared
imsanity with eaging ketchup and mustard, and believed thar the
consumption of meat would result in the sort of hormonal
Benisternugness that keads men 1o ke sdvantsge of plian: women
Many believed him — &0 many indeed that by mid-cencury the
nanon was nid only following his chesrless recipes, bur many
thousands of people were living i Graham boarding:houses,
wihiene has dectary preceprs were imposed with ngour, Then there
was Horace Flercaer, who gave the workd the notion rhat each bire
of faod shaubd be chewed I}lill:l-l.‘wlj himes, T'|'h:|u5|.'| he had no
standing as a mugritiondst — he was an imporrer by trade — that
didn’e stop him from disseminating his theories in a phenomenally
sucoessiull book, The ABC of Nutntiosn, pablished in 1903,

Bur the zenith of America's long, obsessive coupling of food with
muesl rectrude came with a Seventh Day Advenbst doctor namad
John Harvey Kellagg wha in 18768 ook over the failing Western
Health Betorm Institate in Battle C:Hk.fﬂALﬁip.n. renamed it the
Medical and Sorgical Samicariem (though everyone soon knew it as
the Barrde Creek Sanitariam or simply the Kollogg) and introdisced
a regime of treatments that was as bizarre as it was popular.
Passibly che rwo were moc wnoonmected.

Patients who were underweight were confined to their beds with
sandbags om thelr abdonsens and forced 1o ear up to reenry-six
meals a day. They were not permitted any physical exervon. Even
their teeth were brushed by an amendane lest chey needlessly
expend a calorie.!” The hypertensive were required 1o ear grapes
and nothing else = up to 14 b, of them daily. Others with less easily
discernible maladies were confined to wheelchairs for monghs on
end and fed experimental foods such as gharen wafers and “a
Bulgarian milk preparation krown as yogurt'. Kellogg himself was
a rrifle sanggu kar in his habins. brwas his pracrice o dicoste lang craors
on the evils of meat-cating and mastarbation (the vne evidently led
oo the ather) while stated on the lavasary or while nding his bicycle
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in cirches aroand the lawn. Despite — or very possibly because of -
these peoaliarities, Kellogg's “Temple of Health', as be liked to call
ir, thrived and grew into a hege complex of buildings with podn
clasay amemities &8 ehevatorns, coam service snd o palm bowe with
its own orchestra, Among its devoted and well-heeled patrons were
Teddy Rocsevelt and Johm D. Rockefeller.

Theeughenat mauch of hislife, Keillogg nwroared & quiet obsession
with i g 2 Maked breakfast cereal. Ome night the process.
came o himin & dresm. He hastened im his ni ghsbirn oo the kicchen
whire he bolled some whear, rolled inown i serips and baked iz
the oven. It was mot only tasty et sufficienty umusas as to be
witheour question good for youw. Dr Kellogg's panients simply
couldn’t gee encugh of n. One of deess patcms was @ yousg osan
ramed C. W. Post, who spent nine months at the sanitarivm sicting
listhessly amd meedbessly in a wheelchair before abrupdy embracing
Chrastian Scientism and flecing. Ome thing Post took away with
lim was & profoand respect for the commercial possibilicies of Dr
Kellogg's cereal. Unable to get a licence From Kellogg, he decided o
make his 0w, and in a breathrakingly shom time became one of
America’s wealthhese men, Among Post's isvenmions were Grape-
Muts 2 corious name since it contiined neither grapes noc not}
and Post Toasties, or Eljalk's Manma a5 ic was known annl 1ol

A it dawmed on cowmspeople thin break fase coreals were awhally
easy to make, imituors sprang up. Soom, it appears, almost
Everyome i town B a1 i By the turn of the centary an beass Forry-
four companies in Bactle Creek were churning out breakfast ceveals
with mames like Grip Murs, Helfo-Billa, Malr-Ho, Flake-Ho, Kom
Kure, Tryabira, Tryacheroa, Oatsima, Food of Eden and Orampe
Mear {which, like Girape-Mucs, conrained none of the implied
ingredienns]. ' Withowt exception these products were sobd as
health foods,® Each packet of Grape-Muts contained an illustraned
leafles, The Road to Weilville, explaining how a daily dose of the
encloned tousted wheat and barley granubes would rescore depleed
brain and nerve cells, and build serong red blood, For o shoey b
deliriously exciring tme fomanes wene' there for the taking. A
Miethedist preacher mamed D, D. Martin cooked up some healthful

® Aied compaced with Lot oreeals they oertaindy Ecllogg's Srmachs,
msroduced in bgEd, S gd por omit segar. e -
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RO o ik kischen stowe, dubbed it Per-Fo daad immedhately sold
the tormula for $100,000. Curionldy almost the anly persom in
Barde Creek unable o capicalize on Kellogg's invesmion was
Eellogg himself. Mot umnl 9o, when he at lass brought eo markes
his cornilakes, did he bogn o pet the credin amd wealth his
imvention mericed.

Precccupation with health-enbancing qualities became a theme
far afl manmer of foods. Moae, known for ies soft demlcs, was
founded mn 1885 as the Moxie Merve Food Company of Boseon,
and Dir Pepper, founded in the same year, was 5o called not because
the mame was catchy bat becanse it sounded sornly healdvful. Fora
cimst, it seemed chas no focd prodocr cowld hope 1o selb unless i
dealt viporously with a range af human frailtes. Quaker Ouars
cluimed o cark nervousness and comstipation, Fleischmann’s
Yeast not only sooched fraved perves and leosed the bowels, bur
alsa dealr vigorowsly with indigestion, skin disorders, tooth decay,
abestty and a vagise but amincus-sounding disorder called "allen
stomach’. Fleschmann’s kept up these sweeping claims = oocasions=
ally sdded ta them — antil ordered vo desise by the Federal Trade
Commission in 1938 on the grounds that there wasn’t a shred of
evidence 1o support any of them. ™

Against such a background it is licthe wonder that Americans
tarned wirh a cereain enshasiasm 1o junk food. The verm ek food
didn’t emter the American vocabubsry until 1973, but the concept
wai there long before, and it began with ome of the grear
!:lrrlkxluml;l‘u n food kistary: the development of a ferm of edible
soled chancnlane,

Though a Mew Warld food (the Mayas and Azeecs 20 prized ot
tha ey used cocna beans as money ), chooolate ok a long ime
become a ceniral part of the Amsercan diet. Mot unil past before the
Hemlu:ian did it become kmown in colonial America, and then
anly as a drink, A frst chooolare was so exatic thar i was spelled
amd procounced in o varery of ways = chockolatta, chchaletta,
chocholare, chockolaro — before finally senkng in e lae
ecighteenth century into something close to the original Mahuadl
Indian word, roedian. Choonlase came from the cacao mes, which
somechow becime tranaluierated imt Engnm i ool [prﬁm:lum-ad
at first with thres syllables: comco-a).™ The chpcolase bar was
imvemted im Englamd inthe 18408 and malk chocolate in Switzerlamd
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some thirry years laer, bun neicher becsme populir in Amserica
unii] Ml Stavely Henhey gave the world che meckel Hersbey bar
im 1903. (The price would stay a nickel for the mext sixty-seven
years, but only at 2 certain palpable cost o the bar's dimensions.
Just in the qaarser-cenpury fodknsing World War |1, the bhar shrank
a doren omes, unidl by 1970, when i was beginning w0 book
penbouly like an afer-dinner ment, the bar wan eeinviporased in
size amd the price raised accordingly.)

As is 50 often the case with Amenican emtreprenears, Mileon
Heridsiy Wi an unlikely sucoes. His farmal education ended with
hie fourih grade amd he spent decades a5 & wruggliog, sl nme
candy maker before suddenly and unexpecredly sonkmeg i rich in
middle sge with caramels, & new senastion char swept the couniry
im the: lare nineteenth centary.

In pseom be sold his caramed busines for %1 mallbon = this ar a
time whan § 10 was & good werkly wags — and tugned his amensions
tor the malll fasrky novel process of makisg milk deecolae. This new
venoare was swch 3 huge and insrancaneous success thar widhin
three yrars he was able o embark on bailding his own model
community, complete with street nimed Chocalate Avenue snd
Coeon Avwewee, medr his birdkplace of Derry Church m cemral
Perevrylvania. Among the names Hershey considered for che new
tarwm weee Ullikie, Chococoa City, snd Quialinyelly, but sventially
he decided om Herseykoko. For reasoss boar 1o hisoery, the poieal
srthorimes n&uuﬂimcﬂmmmﬁenm andlu was fiorced o
sttle on the more et ly agt, mame of
Herihey. As well as the woelds lasgese ehocolans ety the poen
of Hemshey boasted several parks, a boatng lake, 3 museum, a o,
a professional ice hackey seam and the usual complementof banks,
stopes snd effices, all owned by Mr Hershey. Hl.'r:hw']I fan llhl.: town
& & privise efdom. He prowleod che sereess kaoking loc
ing mumixipal wmtmt‘hﬂ:n he would :|'|:m|nrl1I Mﬂ,md
pemanally supervised |with a cermain presamed keenness) the
wunfmiuumloulm.hh-hrmminmmr
charimble works, mosr notably dthe balding of ane of the wasld's
largest orphanages for boys fand boys alone; cephan girls would
thave po look derabered and endorming it weth most of his fortune,
some §56 million (roday wonth Soy billies).

The &t oue candy bar = char is, ome coneaming sgredients
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additional o chocolate = was the Squirrel Brand peanut bar
imroduced in 190y, Bur the golden age of candy bars was the
1z, Several classics made thear début i char busy decade — the
(h Henry! and Baby Ruth bars i 1920, the Milky Way and
Burterfingers in 1925, Mr Goodbar in 1eas, Snickers in 1930, The
Baby Ruth, originally called the Kandy Kake, was not, as is abten
supposed, named for the baseball player — in av2o Babe Rurh had
ondy just joined the New York Yankees and the bulk of his celebriry
lay befose him = bunt dor the daughter of President Grover
Cleveland. This bonay infant had indeed capnsred America’s heart
and gamed the affecrionae sobriquet Baby Ruth, bus that bad been
muore than twenty years earlier, so the choice of her nickname for a
canidy baf in voze was 4 rifle odd. Sell,  was perhaps mo odder
than Oh Henry!, named for a freshefaced yourh whose droll quips
o the girls ar the George Wilkamson candy factory in Chicago
provoked the constant oy, ‘O, Henry!”

Among the many hundveds of ather candy bars loosed on a
willing narion dwring the decade were Big Diearos, Far Emmas, the
Milk Mot Loaf and the mtriguing Vegerable Sandwich. Made of
chocolate-covered  vegetables it was sold with the solemn
assurance that ‘it will not conscpare’. A3 might have been
predicted, constipation was not 2 compelling conssdetation
among America’s children and the Vegerable Sandwich soon
disappeared from the scene. Equally improbable, | would have
thaught, was the Chicken Dinner candy har, so called because in
was supposed to engender the feeling of well-bemg provided by a
seeamang roast chicken dinser. Though few prople were able ro
make the leap of imagmation necessary to eguate a five-cent
chocolate peanut roll with a well-balanced meal, the Chicken
Dimner sold well and survived into dhe 19624 Curvously, none of
these products was known as a candy bar. The term s not
recorded in print wngl 1945,

The 19203 saw the birth of many other well-loved snack fvods,
inchuding sach perennial mainstays of the American diet as the
Good Hismor bar m 150, the Eskimo Pie a year laver, Popsicles
in B9y, Milk Dwads m 19246, and Dubble Bubble Gam m 1928,
This last was imvened by Frank H. Flegr, whaose earlier bubble
gum, Blibber-Blubber, was something of a failure - it tended o
diszolve in the mouth but v suck tenacously o everything else,
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mcluding Jumsor's ko, when popped = bur who had made a
Bormse with an easlier mvertion, Chickey,
All of these, howewer, paled in compargon winh a dictary
brhrmugh that emengrd from the shadows inthe 19zcs and sook i
place ar e vop of the mble. [ reler of course vo the hasbonger
Mo one knows where the first bambarger was made. The
presampren has always been phas it came o America from
Hamberg, Germany, i the same way thar the frankfumer came
#rom Frankbort and that halomey hailed from Bologna, However,
[ this averlnoks the niggling consideraman ihat Hasmbuirg bas never
Bad any tradinom of serving such a dish. Given s comizal role in the
American dict, the evidence s m when the hambunger fArst
appeared and why ir wis o called ls vesingly uscerain, rthosgh
theze is no shomage of daimants for the ride. Amcag dee more
wremsent, if not necewarily mosr likely, commenders have been the
guwns of Seymosar, Wiscondin, and Hamburg, New York, boch of
which clam oo have been the binkgplace of dee hamburger in 188 5.
Seymour attributes the invention w one Charles Magreen and
smequivacally adversisgs iell gy the “Home of the Hambueger®,
though s sappormers rend o grow quiet whes asked o explain on
what basis Magreen chose i commemorane a disrant German city.
Maore plausible, on dhe fres of &, would appear to be the chim of
Humburg, Mew York, whose propossnts believs that it wis the
imapared creation of the brothers Frank and Charles Menches, whe
develaped i 3t che Erie County Fair in sdifig,

Unforunaecly for boch ciims, the erymological evidence
suggests an earlier bieth for the nasse, if not the dish. There is some
evidence oo suggest that it may have appeared as ‘Hamburg sreak”
om a Delmenico’™s menu i early as 18358 or 1kyr. The et
usdaperted sighnng has been traced mo e Bomon [owrsn of 16
Febraary si8y, which wreee in passing, “%e take a chicken and
tooal i, "Whan at is ol wr cus i up a8 they do meat o make 2
Hamburg sicik.” As 5o often happesn with fing cirnem, the
oontenxt makes ir clear char by dhis nowe che dish was aleeady well
k. Unformunately, it abos madicanes thar iv was 3 digherent dish
Erorm ghe afe we kaow Sodiy, involeing is & did beef cat up rathes
chas ground, amd earen cold. Whae is cerin is tar the Hambarg
soealk was widely called haburger stank by 1585 (the fior reference
Wit in @ newspaper in Walla Walla, Waskingion, seggestisg that
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bry chis temee it was earen nadonwide). That rerm n mm was being
shortened to basbirger by 1gan, by which e iv had come 1w
signify a patey of ground beef fried om a grill.

Bt it was soill not a sandwich. It was, rather, 3 lump of grownd
beeaf served bane and caven with 2 knabe and fock, Whe firss had the
idea of serving it in a ban is unknown and essentially unprovable,
though oace again there is no shomage of claimants, Cne such is
Louis' Lunch of HNew Haven, Connecnicar, which clamms to have
inveneed the true amice in 1o, though some parias dismiss
Louis" on the ;murbd: thiat it served irs burgers (indeed saill does) om
roasted bread rarher char bans, Kaelin's Reseawrsnt in Louisville,
meanwhile, claims po have concocted and named che firsy cheese-
burger in 1904, &nd | have no dowbe thae there sre many other
places around the country making similar beartfelt assertions. At
all events, we can safely say that by abowr 1916 the objecr thar we
niw know and venerate as the hamburger was widely comsumed
and wniversally known by that name, In s cary peams the
hamburger was often regarded by shoet-order cooks as a con-
venbemt way of passang off old or doubthal mest, and by s
COMESSUMErs, N CORSeqUEncE, &% an irem i be approached wirh
caution. Mor woell 1ean, with the rise of owo entrepremeiars in
Wichdra, Kansas, did the hambarger begin to take its firsr vigarous
serides towards respectability. The men in question were a focmer
imsurance execanve named E. W, ‘Rilly” Ingram and a short-order
ook pamed Walter A, Anderson, and therr bollsant stroke was o
offer the world decent hambargers wsing fresh mear. Nor much
fresh meat, mind you, Their steam-fried hamburgers cost a nickel
and weren't much larger, Ingram and Amderson managed o
squeeze eighteen hambargers from a pound of ground beef,
sigmificamtly bess tham cae ounce each, Mone the bess, people were
soan Aocking to their tiny cabicle, buik of rodk-faced concrete
shaped vagiscly, and a livche preposterousdy, in the image of a castle,
They called it White Castde because, they explained, white
symbolized parity and cleanliness, and castle suppested perma-
nence and stabiliry.

Anderson and Ingram hit on three novelties that sealed ther
success and have been the halkmarks of fuse-food service ever since.
They offered a limited menm, which promoted quick service and
allowed them to concentrate on what they were good at; vhey kepe
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thetr premizes spadlem. which encowraged confidence i dheir
bygienic inbegrity; and they employed a distincrive, eye-cacching
design foe che baildisg, whach made i instasily recognizable from
blocks away, Soon there were White Cautles all ower the country
and & following throng of eager imitacors = White Tower, Whae
Dmamsond, Roval Castle and White Crest = scome of whdch seevive to
this day. The age of Base food was with us, though o one would
know it 35 sech for anogher thisty pears, The expression fast food
first sppeared im 1914 Takoowr food was cvon dlower i anmve; i
first pecorded sppearance is ot ustil 196t

Before we pan semporarity from the delighn of hand-held

blies, ravo orher linguiatic nowelines of the early roocs need

menzioning. The forsz = bof dog. Memorably dehined by H. L
Mencken as ‘a careridge filled wich the sweepangs of sbartoars”, the
hart dog had been part of the American scene sines the cacly |BWII-.
but had pone under e name of frankfurter or ewmouT
lierally “Viemns savsage’, and cornmpied ro wdemir s carly o
TRET). The miodern name dédn't arise until a populay carioon st
mamed T. A, ‘Tad" Dorgan drew & picsure of a dachshumd im an
ehongared busi in the early 15008 and the term caughn on in a beg i
way. Iy was also helped by the facy dhar dee cacch=phrase Hod dog! |
as a cry of delight or approbation was also pweeping the nation.
1 Dorgan was respansible bor & slew of catch-phrases, among them
| s pryjama, yes man, shiddoo, you s ®, druprione cousboy and
| mwkﬂw'mmwhlmhhdpnwwhmmklhm
fruit-seller snd used im one of his It becans 2
cazchephrase (one wonders how anyone foand a congex im which m
employ it) and was soom ser 1o maes loosely plagarsed from [
Drveame Thar | Dwelr in Marble Halls' asd became & samomal
senuareon. 2 (I is soroeng how My wonds have come ints Amencan
English throogh comic serips. Heabie. jeabies, bor muss, bobryenodoy,
bodacinus and borsefeaathers were ail eitber coined or popolsrived by
W. B ‘Bally” DeBeck in bos comic stmips involvimg the characters
Barmey Croogle and Snuffy Smith. Hooliges was populansed by the
comic stnp “Happy Hooligan™, Kesping up with the Joneses was an
expressson ingpired by a conme sirip by 1. Bacheller bogun in raur.
Popeye’ o and feep]

A abowr the ome that the kot dog was taking e place n rhe
Languea g, ancther much-loved snack came w prosenence: the ice-
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areain come, 1 iavention i comsmaonly traced oo the roay S Louis
Wordd's Fair .'uxurr]m;m ohie story (and there are many 1o choose
fram}, & waffle vendor and ice-cream sebler were staciooed side by
side on the grapd concourse and discovered thar if they combsned
their products they could net only produce an appealmg and
portshle mreat but one that also elimimared the trouble, expense and
hygenic ancertvingy of havimg w supply dishes and spoons.
Unfornenasely for dhis story, the ioe-cream cone already exissed an
1904, A parent head been taken out a decade eardser by am Btalian-
American named Falo Marchiony, The icc-cream cone may have
beepnme popular an e Far — though chat in itsell 15 by no means
certain = bt it wasn't invenced there. In sy case, che term is not
recoeded in gemersl weage before pges.

n

And on wo drinking. One of the more enduring masconceptions
concerning the Paritans in America is thar they abjured alcohol. In
face, they liked a good deink or even 2 not-so-good ane. Ome of the
mare popalar ripples of early America, especially at weddings and
acher big social eocagions, was sack posses, 3 concocrion made by
combining any handy intoxicant, wsually ale or wing, with thack
docs of curdled milic, which may explain why no one drimlbos it any
lomger. The sack m the pame has nothing o do with a cloh
contaimer, incidentaliy. §r is a cormaprion of the Latm siccws,
meanng dry.

If colonzal Americans were nor advemtarcus eaters, they were
happy o rake dheir dninkes from alemest anywhers. The inrer-
national pedigree of drinking rerminalogy is evidenced by, among
mamy athers, fulep, from e Arabic jielaf; somgeda (ofren called saw
pared m eaghternth-century America), from the Spanish wond for
hlood: toddy from Mindi tdrd or £ird, & kind of palm eree sapy and
boer, Irom the Germamic béor (and ultimascly from sk Lacin
Biteere, 'wo drink').

The early colonists showed a particular fondness for blending
odd ingredients — eggs with milk and beer, for instance — and
employed & variery of names 1o describe the resale: mum, perry,
fntehel, metheglin, egg pop, balderdash (lrom which comes our
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el o sermense], chvrry bomice, any numbsr of A, and cock
ale. This last named — a somewhar bess than bepalling svioure of
chicken soup and beer — i stmetimes. cited a8 the sourcr For
wockigil. Thowgh cockiad is indubicably an Americansm - is fesc
ke apprarancs was im a newspaper in Hudwom, Mew York, in
1Eob = ns similarry 1o cock gl is probably coincsdenial. Cock ale
was mover @ popular drink - even in dhar adventurous age frw
shought af chicken soup 45 a diseapetthed addicion po the punch
bowl = and dere is no known link berwern the rwo waords. 5o
where thin dor enchisdl come from? According o Flexmer, the
erm ‘almost eerraimly” evolved from the French coquerier, or egg:
cup, afer a Mew Orleans apathecary who dagensed concoctions. im
éf-cuf, Other, e leral-minded obprrier iighes thar o his
soame cossescrion wich dhe rail of a sooseer, though quise why dee casl
af a rooster would suggest a potent beverage & anyone's guess. A
dnore bl asd alewar certainly fascibel theory 15 thar the
cockeaill was invensed for the daughter of King Cwolod VIR of
Mexico. Her name was Xechitl, which the Spamish manslated as
Cocel 3 The word abs beary 3 strikingg, bus apparencly comci-
dennal, resemblarece 1o a woed from the Krio langaage of Sierra
Leone, kakivl, meaning a sorpios, 3 oreature with & nobgrssai
seing i ms il One possibiliy dhar seems not 10 have been
considered by any audhonity, so far as 1 can vell, is thar it might refer
eo 4wl drnks cipacky to make ape's fail sk up, i@]ﬂiﬂ! ]
Berorsess, thee weord rook om thar sense in England ar almoss exacly
che tene thar it first appeared in & drinking context in Americs, At
all evenss for mast ol i casly bile cockiel dadn's have the whilf of
sophisricated refinement now associared wath it s che 1Bros, 2
Kentacky hmkf,ut was defined as ‘three cocksadh: and a chew of
perhascker”. ™

Therongh most of the sigheent censury the princpal seromg
drink im Amevica was um, a shomenang of membuliior, a word
whose arigin are engirely cbacare, Tewards the end of the cenury
a mew drmk came slong dhar rapidly displeced it = bourboa
Epurbon was a by- pm-hcrnnf the Whasky R!'bellmn of 1 '.rsrl: ur'h:n
the federal go da biterly oppoied eix on d
rve whisky. In an effor mﬂl&:mmmmdﬂinﬂi
disnllers fled to Kennacky = which wai not vet 2 state and thus, they
hoped, noe subjecr i the tax = and serap eheir seills teere. When the
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rye crap Failed, they mmed as an expedient 1o corn and found ro
their graification that it produced a drink of uncommon smooth-
mesa, They called it afrer the counry in which they had seoded,
though m fact it was not boarbon as we now know it. It was only
lazer, after the 18208, thac distillers ok 1o ageing i im aak caskes, &
process thae gives modern bourbon s agrecable colour and
flavour. Alrhowgh thers & sl a Bourbon County in Kenmadky,
mone of the state’s boucbon is produced there (a1 least not kagally),
To say rhar it was popalar barely hints ar its effect. By che 18303,
the average adult American was demnking six gallans of bourbon a
year = rwenty-four times more than roday.

Sadoan, in the sense of a4 place 1o drisk, i ot recrrded anml
1848, though, oddly, saloon-keeper goes back w the eighreenth
cemtury.”” From the French salos, it organally ssgnified sny lange
hall or ogher public gathenng place. Bootleg, first used in 185y,
comes from the Amencan West. According to Dillard, enterprising
rraders sodd ligoor illegally oo rhe Indians by parsng iv in a flar
bottle that they could shp meo their boot.™ | have no grounds o
despare this, bar ir does seem to me evident thar che amoum of
liquar ome could mamspart in this way would be hardly worth the
bother, Cerrainly there must have been mare commosdinss places
to hide illicit alcokol on any wagon. 1 suspect the term may be
metaphotieal

Foodgut, ofen shortened o rod, dares from 1815, Those who
drank v much would gee the ftters, o shakes, For a tme strong
drink was known as prrer sawce, and cne who ook m it oo
heartily was a jirterlug, a semse resorrected by Cab Calloway in
1934 for & R of dance music. Chronic drinkers faced the
prospect of ending up on shid roud, a term that comes fram
WEsLETN Inmqg camgps, where bogs were slid down a reack called 2
gkad road. Evennaally the word was transferred to the shanty
tawrrs that grew up near by and, misheard by easterners, was
transliterated inco skid row. 1

In rewponse to the increasing sottishness of Ameticans, there
Arose & Vigneoss remperance movement in the sarly nimeteentch
century and with it 4 new word: reeroral, Mo ane keows where
the word comes from but, as ever, there is no shorage of theories.
The most plausible 15 that it was simply a jocular way of
emphagizing the wonal” im “roal absmence’, It appears m have
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firss beem msed at a Mew York temperance meeting in 1827 and was
comamon in both Britaan and Americs by che 18yos.

Bootr s not recorded in Amvenica before 1890, in o Webster's
Dicticmary, which is surprising since the word has existed in the
shasdows of respecrability simce Chaucer's rime, We can asseme
that it was used in Amersca long before 1 850, but just didn’t fnd its
way oo print. Mambartaw, bephball, bang , dauguird and i
rickey are all also first attested in the 18908, Daigmint comes from

| Draiquari, Cisha, where & porent form of rum was made, G rickey
evidently commemarares a certsin Col. Rickey, bat beyond thar the
sooary grows vague. Equally murky is the demivarion of Tom Colirg,
According to Mencken the dnnk was named for a “distinguished
brrender’ though tangakizingly he gives no further clues as ro the
gentheman’s identity.

Drrinkimg merms chen grow quiet for & mme, but on 16 January
1920 three ominous terms became suddendy fixed in the American
comscioasness; the Eqghrernth Amendmens, the Volstead Act and
Probéhition. The frst was the Comstirutions] amendment than
made the whale thing possible, the second the law thar lasd down
the verms of pumishment, and the third the generic term for the
whole business. Considering its impact on Amerscan habics,
Prohibnos slipped imo law with remarkable case. As Fredorick
Lewis Allen pat it: “The counery accepied it mot caly willingly, bua
almest absene-mindedly.™® Many, including quice a few in che
emperance movement icsell, were under the impression thar
Prohibion would affect cnly hard liquor and that milder tipples
like beer would be safe, How wrong they were,

The mew law had a devastaring effect on restaurancs, pamicularly
at the classier end of the marker. Deprived of bar earnings, many
s n chnice bur ra clase down or ro remp fare by quastly affening
bouﬂ-:g biquos. In 1921, Delmonico's sulfered the mortal homilia-
g of being noigsily raided afier an underwcf agent amending an

frermoaon ihé f was served with moee kick than
oed. The pestaurant eventually gave up che ﬁyrmn 11 May 1913,
jmst shart of its hundredeh: birchday. The same fare befell scores of
other famous establishments across the land,

Wime growers o their dismay were reduced w producng
harmless grape concentrate, which of course almost no one
wamted. They recovered thear composare, snd thevr Formunes, when
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they discowered thar deere was nothing illegal shour pasting o
peominent label om cach bowle snpouncing boldly, ‘warMING:
WILL FERMENT AHD TURN INTO WiNE', and providing step-by-siep
insoactions on how a careless consumer might inadverendy
conwert thas healthful beverage ino something wish the power 1o
make his legs wobble Sacramental wine, excluded from the
strichares of the Eighteenth Amendment, also showed a curious
leag im sabes, with some cynics suggesting that noa sll of it = ar even
mich af i —WIuﬂdlr‘ i A devaut stomacha, I ke WidiR 1oL B0
1939 American wine comsumption actually wrebled, and
Califpmia’s vineyards expanded from less tham 100000 sones
before Frobibition to almodt 7eo,0ee soms sfterwands. ™

Seldom has any law anywhere led o greater hypocrisy or been
more widely loated, People sor only commnued eo drink, bar in
greater nambers than ever. Before Prohibition Mew York had
1 5o begal smloons; by the end of Prohibicion i had aver yo,o000
ilbegal ones. Detroit had no fewer thin 20,000 spaakeario, as
illegal drinking establishments became rarher caricusly kmown.
Benston was rather primmer with just 4,000 illice warering holes,
but chat was boar mes the namber of legal saboons in the whole of
Mussachusers befare Prohibirion. Hardly snyone mok the law
SII'HII.H‘:{. In wgie, a jomrnalst testifed 1o the Howse ju.din:ilq'
Commiree thar he had amended a lively parry ar a Derrodr
roadhouss whete he bad seen the Governor of Michigan, the chiel
of police of Derrodt, and foar drosit court judges drinking lavishly
snd enjoying the emertainment of a reoups of young lades who
were dlm:in; the !runkb:r-\-‘:mrcky [another new word of the age,
hased on the earlier conchee-coocher) withioar benefic of doching.
They cvaldn’t even have been wearing G-strings since this devioe of
mimimal armire would poc Become known o smppers onail 1936,
Althowgh the term i3 often sand to have arisen as a jocular albasion
o the thinness of the G-wring on a violin, it aonmily has a more
nohle pedigree. 1n the nsneteenth century ot described the beather
siring Indians employed eo hald up their boindloths and was spelled
pevstring (probabdy a folk cranslanon of 2 more complicared, and
now forgatien, lndian term),

Al chis i by way of reaching rhe podine thas Prohibicion = or mone
correctly the Volstead Act — was a baw withowt seeth, Congress
appropriared just $5 million to enforce the acr and employed pust
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1, {20 agemis o progect America’s fromters from smagglers = or
one man for every reelve mides of boeder.™ A seall bur cariously
durable myth is thar Presddent Herbert Hoover somly defended
Prohibiticn as "a poble experiment”. In fact, he called it ‘a great
social and economic experiment, nobile in motive and far-reaching
in purpase’, which ism't quite the same thing and acually falls
comiderably shorm of & rnging endorsement. He wasm't praiing
Probibunan itself, but merely the motives of those who had foiseed
it o the nation. In poine of fact, by the elecion campaign of 1328,
when Hoover made his wrerasce, Peohibinon was as obvwous
disaseer.

Prohibstion may have been an inconvendence o deinkers bust it
enmiched the vocabulary, Bootlegger, sprakeasy, bip flask and
many other berms assoceated with dlicie behavsour became part of
the common parlance. 3o, too, did the expression the real McCoy.
Alhough afren sopposed 1o dare from a much eardier peniod, ivis &
Probibition catch-phrase. Mo ane knows who o what this MoCoy
was — explanations range from it being the name of a pow-
forgonen but presumably tabmmed boodlegger wo i having some
comnedtion with apestes from Macso — but there is no documentary
evidence to favoar any particalar daim.

The meaee simisrer side of Prohibiion alio gave new meaning o
such words as gawpeter [originally in the nineteenth century it
denosed membership of policoal gamgs, not crinsinal ones}), modl
jap old English erm for a g, whach was given am uscxpecred
boost as the word for a gangeser's dastalf sidekack), and racket,
amncher English word danng back to 1812 in the serse of shady
doungs, but which had disd out there and was resurrected in
Amenica in 1527, The growing importance aof the car bo crimanals,
aa well as o everyone ekse, is peflected in getmey cor and fo be
saken for g rade,

Brewers didn’t have nearly as easy a time of it as wine-growers.
In desperaom they med 1w producing 3 product they bopefully
called near-beer, and soke drinks with names like Honedy, Chero-
Cols and Lithimied Lemonm {which would evenrually evolve inmo -
Up, 5o called because it came im seven-cunce borles).

Solt drinks were already an old tradition in America having firse
appeared as flavoured soda waser in Philadedphia n either 1825 or
r83d, depending on which sownce you credit, Throughowt the
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nimereenth cennwry root beer, sarsaparilla, ginger beer, spruce beer
and ather ron-inioxicating beverages became increasingly popu-
lar. Howewer, it was noc wncil t886 dhar America gotits quintessen-
sl sanft drink when fohn Styth Pemberton, an Adanta pharmacst
and patent medicine man whose earlier, less ingpired imventions
had included Globe of Flower Cough Syrup and French Wise
Cocz, brewed up a comcocnon of cola nums, coca leaves, catfeine
and ober similarly dublous condiments in am iron nab 0 kis
backyard, stirred iv with & wooden aar from an old boar and called
it Coca-Cola,

His bookkeeper, Frank Robinsom, who was a dab hand ac
calligraphy, deew up the florid itakc logo thar Coke wses vo this day,
Pembermn viewed his invemnos not a8 the refreshing dhirs-
quenscher thar the world has come o love, but as an efficacous
eonic for hampovers and ocher ills of the upper body.*" (I was also
discressly binted thar it was a potent a phrodisiac. ) Pemberon, alas,
failed to see Coca-Cala's frue potential. In 1887, be sald 2 rwo-
whirds incerest in che compasy fof the cumoasly precse but
decidedly short-sighted sum of $283.25. It took anather Adanta
pharmaciss, Asa G. Candler, w0 capitaliee on Coca-Cola's e
possibilities as 8 money-making refreshment. Just before the nern
of the century he bought the formuola from ws new owners for
$x.000 snd with canny marketieg coaveried his investment inw a
fortune. By 19I%, when the company was sold agamn, thas time to a
consarthom of Ardanea businessmen, Candlers $2,000 outlay had
grown in valse to $25 milion.

Such saccess naturally encouraged imitation and soon American
purchasers could try compenng hramds ke Co Kols, Coke-Céa,
Coke, Koke, Klu-Ko Faola, Afri-Cala, Okla-Cola, Carbo-Coda,
Sala Cola, P'tpﬂ‘{.;l.ll! and even Celery-Cola. Many Wyitd [ m'l]r
Coca-Colas famons name and icalic 1«:';0, bair also its distincrive
bogtle. Coke took them all to coart. By 1924 it had resorted to law
oo fewer than seven thousand times o prowect its rademark,
including one fight thar wene 1o the Sopreme Cour. Moconly did it
destray almost all ies challengers, but in 1930 it won the exclnsive
might 1o o ablermanve name, Colo m:hms ir the world's only
swcensiul product with fwo names.

The one competitar it notably Faled o quash was Pepsi-Cola,
invented in 1898 by Caleb D Bradham and so called because it was
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intended to combat dyspepsia. Despite going bankrupt twice in its
formative years, PepaiCo is now actually a larger company than
Coca-Cola thanks to it diversifications — it owns, among much
else, Pizza Hut and Taco Bell, which is why you needn't bodher
asking for Coke there = and by having the good sense not to tamper
with its formula as Coke did, with disastrous resulis, in 198 5, when
it introduced Mew Coke, (Marketing disasters are something of a
tradition at Coke. It once launched Coca-Cola flavoured cigars,
with resulrs not unlike those thar greeted New Coke.)

Despite its occasional setbacks Coke has long been a symbol of
Ametican culrare in a way that Pepsi has never managed. As long
ago as 1950, it inspired a word for the Amernican culrural takeover
of the planet: Coca-Colonization. Today, Coke is sold in 195
countries (giving it a bigger following than the United Manions,
with 184) and is claimed to be the second most universally
understood term in English, exceeded only by OK = an expression
that conveniently carnies us back to the ninetecnth century and the
start of the next chapter.
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Democratizing Luxury: Shopping in
America

In 1846 an Erish immigrant in New York named Alexander Stewart
opened a business on Broadway called the Marble Diry-Goods
Palace and m 3o doing gave the world 3 new phenomenon: the
department store. Never before had a single enterpnse tried 1o
bring rogether such a range of merchandise under one roof. The
business thrived and seon it covered a whale block on Broadway
and had a staff of rwo thousand. Even that was not enough,
however. In 1862 Stewart relocated 10 an eight-storey building
near by, and renamed it AL T. Stewart’s Cast-lron Palace, It was,
and for many years would remain, the largest retail operation in the
world

In itz wake came scores of other similar emporia = Field, Leiver &
Co. (later Marshall Field} in Chicago, Jordan Marsh in Boston,
John Wanamaker's in Philadelphia, Hudson's in Detroit, K. H.
Macy's, E. V. Haughwout's and Lord & Taylor in Mew York.

We don't know when people started calling them deparmment
stores. The term isn't found in print antl 1893 {in Horper's
Magarineg), bur, as so often, the context makes it clear that ir was
already widely used and understood: *They [Brooklyn stores|
compare favourably with the best and largest department stores of
Mew York.™

What i certain is that department stores wransformed the
shopping experience for millions of urban Amencans. Palace was
scarcely an exaggeranon for these mew establishments, They
offered not only an unprecedented range of goods, but also levels of

245

135



Madr m Azwerica

oombon, [umary and ewcirement previously onknown o cons
sumers. Three things mode chis poidibie: the development of cint-
iron archirecoare, aliowing the consonection of more open intenors,
e arvival of the sulery devane, giving isores the opeion of
expanding upwards, snd, above all, the increasing prospericy of
Adrearic e

Comparéd with previcss refail emablishmenis, these new
bazsars were aley and spacsous :nd ok el ulf—-mnm.uwd.
Almans from the s they b
sooms and olber convenlesoss, «Imu.-nhrq ﬂu- need 1w pu -:I.ic\-
where for anything. As early as the 18 gos, Seewart's emporium was
entertaining shoppen with fishios sheen and organ recitalic Yo
could, a5 millions remarked in wonder, spend a whole day there.
Bt what sroly dinsingaibed deparcmang ssores was thas they wers
the E.m;und.mllmupﬂm il WETE Open B EVETFORE.
In the words of Emile Zola, they ‘democraticed buxcmry’? A
secretary or derk mighs bve & lifeume in & oty and met onoe enter a
swanky hotel or cestauramt, never see che inside of a concert all oc
opera bouic, or vennen infg 3 fchiomable msllmer's. Bt dpch 2
person ooald expenence something of tee same sntowicaring whitf
of elegance and possihility in 3 departsent smee, amd mingle on
equal jerms with what was ksown o the busingss o e sosrape
trade, those wealthy encugh 1o arrive @ thr own comveyances.

Dhigrarissient shores adbened millions dhei b book st wasnders of
thie age like dve passenger elevaror Ir.'hr world's firsr permanens
uﬁrwfkﬂ.wr waE dlegl in the Hamgt D nt Seare
= Mew York in 1807, elecenic lighiag, publec 'nd.t_phnnei, und
escalavors (the last 5o novel and giddying thar some stores sationed
s o4 the mp 1o minsser 10 Heoer macle highe-headed by the
experience]. By che rurn of te cenpary the deparmens seores”
wrvices werw almos limicless, They had post offices, branch
(A= imu-ud-l'uud d.epumnu, hair saloes, roof gardens,
fimst-ad stack ‘silence moms for nerve-
nndlﬁupm.ﬂmhlmmﬂmn&dmmmrhqmqﬂ
sew on i burmns, bandage & cur, amuse o bos child, anrwer
any question — and all wichaut charge, 50me put on lechanci,
oomcerts and plips. Mosr provided demonsoranoss of mew
peoduces. Skopping had become a social experience.

By wpoa, Marshall Field wii servimg as misy a8 38,000

Ly

o iciig Licviiry 8 Six i A
cugtonmers & day, and had becomse one of Chicago's biggest
trwh:!ﬂr: with a staff of 8,000, Wanamaker's in I‘hil.Mthla ok
arders rwenty-four hours a day. bts Crystal Tea Room coubd handle
D CURRGmETS a0 4 mime, Amenics had embraced with boch arms
COMSfRICNTNS comsHaTRion, 2 tevm comed in 1 Bsg by the sadologisc
Thorseein Veblen in his Theory of the Letgerr Clags, and much
regraired EveT since
i muan. meore than any other was responsible for the modermn
laok of department stores. He was Harey G, Selfridge, a Wisconuin
manve who ok a job as a stodk boy with Marshall Field in 1879
andd quickly rose theough the ranks. One of his first acts was vo take
poods down from the hegh shelwes and pur them on coumters and
tables where cuspamers coukd peer At i, daiich them Inu].. i §
crieics noted, shaplift them {though this was by o means a pew i
activity; shopliftimg has been part of the English vocabulary since :
phda), Amang Seliridge’s many other innovanions were the bargain
basement, annual sales, gift certificares, the practice of reminding
o w bow many shopping days were lefr rill Christmas, the
castom of keeping the ground-floor windows lighted ar night, thus
encouraging evening strollers o browse and plan their next day’s
shopping, and the now universal practice of pumnng the perfomes
and cosmetics depanments on the groumd foor by the man
encrance where they would seeeten the atmosphere and acr as a
magnet for pulssrr:-br.
Reziring From Marshall Field, Selfridge maoved oo Bricaan and ar
the age of fifty founded the London department store that bears his
| name, Thaugh moss Bricish ohservers fels cerrain than sach a crassly
} sommercial underraking would never succeed in Loadon, it not
{ only theved but made Oxford Street imre Loadon’s preemoer
¥ shopping thoroughtfare. Seliridge was chsessively devored to his
mare, He concerned himsell with everything from the sharpness of
sales clerks’ pencils 1o the gquality of their teeth, Something of his
dedication to work is evidenced by a vacation be wok i 1514, Hee
Beft Lomdon by oeain om 3 Senirdey morning asd by aoon the nexe
day was on the skating-rink of 2 Swiss hoeel. He skated vigorouwsly
for four howrs, padked up his skates and socking cap, cawghe a
g train back to London and was at his desk at § a.m. on the Monday
! morning. That was has idea of a haliday.
Bat with che deach of his wife in 1518, something snapped inside
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hlrn He bq;l.n [ mﬁm{uhhng. iell = with a pair af

Ammserican srars kmown as che Dolly Sisters
lltl neglected his businesi. He bou ght racchames, gambded and lost
speceacularly ar Monge Carlo, charered aeroplases vo brang the
Dallvs cartoas of ice-cream and breasrs of dhickoen for dreir Rapdog,
bought 3 castle om Eagland™s souih coadt, ai Highehite =
Hampshire, and laid plans 1o build & £ e-room, $15 million cmme
near by.

In tem wears, he ran chrough 38 millico. Unformunanely, nos all of
ir wess his. Unable 1o pay back the debes be awed 1o his cwm spnne —
for a decade he and dee Dallys had been heliping themelves o
whasrver they Fancied wichout toubling 1o pay for iz — he was
ignominicssly resired (rom the Seliridge’s boand of direcors and
given a pension of $24,000 a year (kaber cut to $1 2,000 and then o
$4,000), from which he was experied 1o pay back debes of Sz
millicem. He kost his houses and bis Rolls-Royce, cook  small Bat in
Pummey and eravelled by ba. On & May roq7 Be disd nearly
despotiity dnd virbailly Sorgotten, and Bow many fifie: Bave we
hieard thar sy before?

Father mare successful ar keepang his hands on his money was
Framk W. Woolworth, Where Selindge had creased che bargaan
hasement a5 a sideline — 2 usebal way of peneratiog money frsm
tlserwie unsaleabds poods — Waolworth had che idea of building a
stowe than was i effecy mothing bur & bargain besement. He opened
the first Woolworth's sore in Urica, Mew Yook, in 1879, Every-
thing cost fre oc o0 cents — a proposition scarcely hess incredible
then than (0 would be now. The sbone wias immediasely succesifial,

i by 1gon Woolwords bad By -nine sores with ansaal sales of

aver $4 enillion. By 1oy, be was so rech char be was sble io fund the

anserecnan of the $13.5 million Woolworth Building in Bew

Yook with cash.” By thes prople everywhane were ing af
courdird [am expression Rrest used e 1BRE) gnd f amd |

feves of e and divaes (19040, |

Actually, not everywhere, In the eardy 19005, America was il 8 |
largely rarad counery. Farm families and smail-oowmw folk longed o
ennsume and posscil hke ceeryone elee, bud for pears there was po 1
way 1 redch them Then i 187z an anganization formally called
the Pacrons of Haeshendry ber bermer knowm as the Grange (an old
English word, epymologcally relared oo grain and signifying a
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tarmstead) began offering & mail-neder service 1o s members. In,
Ty, wiad @ hisge hit and by the 18gos its catabogoe contained over
14,000 icems, bringing a new wosld of choice and possibalicy o
thos sands of rural comsumers. The Grange eventually evolved into
Muontgomery Ward, but in the mean time it was overtaken by one
af the masr suceesshel companses Amsersca hag ever seen: Sears,
Roebuck and Company.

Founded in 1886, the enterprise was namsed for its reo ariginal
parmers, Richard Sears and Alvah Roebuck, thassgh che lather sodd
ot in 189 3. Sesrs’s rise was litthe short of phenomenal. By 1990 it
had sarpassed the Grange in size and by 15046 it was so mammothly
sucogsaful that & needed 1,000 workers o Process the gao
i sackloads of arders it received each day. Such was the volume of

hussirsess that the railways, elegraph companies and Post Office all
opened branch offices st the company's. Chicage headgaaners.”
Sears's swocess is all the more remarkahle when you consider that in
s early das it was pod termbly noted far struT|n. I ome early ad,
i offered a sewing-maching ar the exceprional prce of §1.
Cuastomers who responded received a needle and thread “ln1Benir
ran ads offesing, for the nexr sixey days only, a luxuwriously
upholseered sofa and two matching chairs for puss ninety-five cenes.
Thousands sent in their arders — and received theee pheces of doll's
hoase furnsoure.

Despate these stunts, people became hugely devoted g0 Sears, In
raral sreas especially, they relied on Sears for everpthing from
shioes to sewing- machines. By the early 19008 it was possshle vo buy
a car (called, patarally, the Sears) or even a house and all s
furnishings from the company. The bi-anmaal receipt of
catalogues was among the high points of the year. The people of
ane Ponh Dakota cown were s taken with the company thar they
renamed their community Seroco, for Sears Rocbuck o Co., and
wisild have beem more explicit had the US Fostal Service let them.

The quarter of a cemtury or so from 1884 saw the relinemsenr of
anptker wemerabie componemt of American rerailing: the brand
mame. Although a few durable brand names dase from even catlser
= Smitk Brothers Cowgh Drops from 1866, Arm & Hammer
Bakisg Soda from 1887, feory Foap from riyd —:h-eclmng Y
ol the nineteenth century and opening years of the rwentieth saw
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the birth of 3 poastive blizzard of famous produch; Cocg-Cods
(1BB6), Lop Cabws Sywp (1387}, Auml Jessima pancake mix
(885}, Shredded Whear | 1852), Toodsie Bolls and Cracher lach
(1Bas), felD pdatin (1Be7), Pepsr-Cols (1Bg8), Fig Mewsons
(o), Al ers |igoa], Poir Tosshie (196y), Pl
Peanurs | rgos), Seskist fruin [1eor), end Life Savers {ra1a).
What made all this possible, in large part. was the development
of secure packagimg smch a3 the National Bacult Compasy’s
patened (gnd misch misspelled) Ingr-Seal weap, whach nor caly
d fresh bur also dded fzcnarers o um froom
seliing in bulk cwr of boxes and barrels o provading small,
individualized packapes, Often the packagiog was all thar wood
erweeen sucorss and Lidune. Claremor Crane, the fsther of the post
Harr Crame, invesmed Life Savers in 1911, pussching teem our an 2
friend's pill-making machine, bur they were a flop
becamse the minis quickly went szale mside their pager wrappers
and pended §0 absoch the lavour of the glue with which che
wiappess were seabed. Oy afier 2 Mew Yook buissessman Baught
the company doed began wrapping the mines in ran foil dd Lafe
Savers rke off = snd weke off chey did. bn past over & decade his
indtial invesoment of $1,500 m the company had become worth
$3.3 millice.

i foods and other howichold prodecs became individually
wiapped amd more convencenty mansponsble, ivwas only & maoer
of name before someone thought of a new way of selling them. In
rgé Clarencr Saunders of Memgphis, Teamedsee, hit on a novel
propoutiun that be pasensed under the mame the Sl Serming Seare,

The Rrst well-known grocery stors chain s Amenca was the
Gireat Arlanee snd Pacelic Tea Comspany, foended @ 1819, As the
name suggens, o began as o rea imporoer, bur i was stocking
grocevies as early as 186§, By the carbreak of World War [, ABCP,
a it was by then known, had 1,000 mores all over America.® They
ware, howewer, stanes aof che old-fashionmd trpe in which clerks
lenched requesaned isemn from bagh sheves,

Clarence Saunders changed all char with his Memphos smoee. He
called it a Piggly-Wiggly. When ashoed why he Bad given it sach an
odd mame, he replied: “Thais why — because it makes people
surious!’ Cumsomers ensceed through 3 mumsile, picked ap &
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basker, made their selecrions and eventually arrived ar the “serle-
ment amd checking” desk, where the selections were *checked up’
amd wrapped. A reporter for the New York Tises, clearly agog at
this revolutionary concept, deicribed how 2 castomer “rambles
down aisle afrer aisle, on both sides of which are shelwes. The
customer collects his parchases and pays as he goes out.’ The
mativation behind the stores was nor so much o provide a

ience foe the ¢ t4 44 b deal with 3 shortage of clerks
accasioned by Waorld War 1. I soon became evident, however, that
shappers lked being able eo squeese the bread and handle the soup
cams, and the idea took off i 2 big way,

Saunders lost comtrol of Pigghy-Wiggly while playing the stock
market in 1923 and devoted his umamin.g FEATE 10 AN EVEN MOre
ambitiows, but ultimately hare-brained, scheme called Keydoocle
{lor which read: ‘key does all'y Markets, a kind of swomared
grocery store in which the customers wouald make their selecions
by inserting keys into slots beside a specaimen product. Bohind the
scenes an abgard assorememt of clattering machinery and fapping
conveyor belis would sort the producrs and carey them, bagged and
tesdy to eake hame, 1o the checkous coanter, The system never
r\ulh worked, and no more was heard of Clarence Saunders.”

In one important respect, Saunders’s stones fepresented no
advance on the old-syle grocery snares. They were small, aften no
maove tham 1,500 square feet, with no mare than three ot four aksles,
The credir for creating the first true supermarket is unaally given ro
Michael Cullen, who opemed a “grocery warchouse” or “food
mearket’ — be used either name frecly — in Jamaica, Mew York, in
1930 I wasn't the first big food store in America. As early as 923
San Francisco had a grocery stare called the Cryseal Palace wath
parking for 4058 cars® and 5050 square feer of recail space,
Howewer, Cullen did offer several Peatores that would become
standard in the business — evening opening, seli-service, sridens
adwervising, and a8 practically irresistible impalse o pur a mis-
spelled word in the mile. He called it King Kullen. The first
company (0 use the word smpermarkes in its tithe appears 1o have
been Abbers Super Miots., Inc, of Cincinna, which regustered the

* O o moar honks of rersliag hnry cop, chosgh @ wem se asfully Liege
mumber, Many midem shopging cemire cin't ake that miny e
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namee in 15-1_1.' The same decade ww the development of an
appliance oo help shoppers deal with che sncreasang volame of
ooy o offier: the shoppang trolley. Although a grooeny stoee in
Houszom had for years been offering s customers the ase of
children's wagons with a basker smached o help them manags
thert parchases, it wasn't until 1934 when a store owner n
Oklahoma City named Sylvan Goldman mvenred the modern
shopping mrodley which be called a bagber carvier thaa balk-buymg
became a possshiliry. (Ar first, o showed great reluctance
ta use the new contraptions. Only when Goddman employed half a
dogen people to pash the carss around all day, prevending ro shop,
died others begin no imitate them.

I terma of numbers, supermarkers were relanvely slow in nking
oo, A it a2 1404 7, 94 per cent of America’s 165,000 gricery sofey
weere s and pof cormer businesses or medium-sized soares known
as superertes. Alchough sopermarkess sccoumied for just § per cencof
grocery oithets, they already had half of America’s Food sales,” In
mest commungties the days wepe nambered not only for mom and
pop seotes and supercties (though a bew unexpectedly sarave, such s
the A-1 Supererre off Waikiki Beach i Honaluhs), but for bakenes,
buschers, delicapessens and all kinds of ocher soopes.

Supermarken: not only changed the way America shupped ot
the way Amenica ate. As women increasingly wenr our to work,
conwenssos (oods took on an over mode important role, Frowen
foods were develboped by 2 small company called Birds Eye, which
ok s oddly wnappetiziag asme from Clarence Birdseye, a
namuralist from Cloucester, Massachusetts, who acodentally
discovered the potemitial of flash-feeszing food while ous ice-fishing.
The firen Birds Eye frozen foods came on bo the market in 1930,
though they werent called thar. They were sold as frosted foods
becasse it was thowght thar frozes would suggest flesh-burni and
other spoilage. It quickly became apparent thar people were even
mare baffled by frosted = dhey weren't sore it i meant partially
[rozie o evem chat the fovdd weas covered in some kind of inng—ml]
frozem food it became. Birdseye's first range of fromed'frozen
offerings consisted of a range of cighteen meass, theer saloods,
rwir wipetables and theee fruits. Suddenfy in the maddie of January
America's hoosewives could, as the sds goshed, by *June peas as
glorinusly green 4s any you will mext Summes, "
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Frozen prepared foods followed just before the outhreak of
Warld War 1. Baked beams were the firse, rwber improbable,
offering, though soon you could get more exotic dishes like chicken
4 la king and Ipbszer Mewburg, The first frozen dinners were
pridsced in 1945, for use by the army, and a year laver the concepe
was offered 1o the public onder the buckle-yous-searbelr name of
Sirto Meali. Another early competitor made Frigidinmers before
C. A. Swanson & Sons swept all before o wath is TV Braad
Dimmers, Llminched m 1954.”

rise of subarbia - was bl
withour which modem life J1:|r mil ions wmﬂd.b-eunen.duublp— the

shupping mall,

The phenomenon that made supermarkers I:llnnm - n:ml} the
for

Malls of 5 sy have been aroand for a bong rime, The Bt bq;-,au

a5 arcades {irom the Icalian arcata, *arch’) in Eurcpe, startimg with
the Busrlimgrom Arcade i Londan in 1819 and soon followed by the
Galeries Saine Huberr in Brussels and rhe cathedeal-like Gallers
Vittorio Emanoele 1l in Milan, which Mark Twain found so
enchantmg that he declared he would happily lve in e for the rese
of his life. It is still probably the most beawtibul shopping centre in
the world, The tashion soon spread across the Atlamtic. By the
18y, beginming with the Weybosser Arcade in Frovidence, Rhode
Island, most large Amencan cities could boadt an arcade or fwo.

Arcades mever bocame J-l'l:flhurlg toat an incdental deature in
American rerailing. For mast Americans shopping imphisd depar-
ment stores and smaller businesses inhabiting the ground Roars of
downtown office buildengs. Ofven these went through certain
linguisric vogues. Cafeteria, as we have already seen, spawned a
host of like forms = baketeria, bargmlnl'n'. canmeradenia and 0 on.
Imn the pgzos and o5 derie gawe way o - EOLAIGER,
shaparorium, corselorium, bairiforium, shoetorium, pamtaioram,
even bor-dogatorism, These m tarn were followed by brief
fashions for -resa (Shop-g-Rama, erc) and -ene (iasherette,
superetie, a‘m,grfrf:- before the infatwation with odd cerminations
T it course in the 19508,

As America spread inco the suburbs, busiessses nanarally
lollowed. Soon every ressdential area had a row of listle businesses
= a barber-shop, a corner grocery, a dragstore pechaps — standing

5%
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teeside popalar streepcar stops a5 a kind of prosooype shopping
crmtre. These carly amemblages of sobuskin worey wens known
variculy a5 sboppeng sivips, strng strets, of xpurper bocks Jsp
called because they were often incended omly as cemporary
improvements, the hope being that they would gemerate enough
revense to pay the saces on the kand ussil somathing grander could
I ez,

Such was the peoliferariom of srips, mangles, squares and other
colflecgions of remailers thar the arpament over who buile the frse
o= shopping cenere im Amerca & all bt unanswerable, As far
back as x9o7 a Balomore bositeiisrn named Edward H. Bowion
erected 4 develapment of six seres that was slighaly set back from
thee stroet, with space for parking ar the front, and which he called
the Roland Park Shapping Censer. The Mamonal Regisper of
Hemorical Places recognizes Marker Square, buslt im 1916 iy Lake
Forest, isols, as the firss plansed shopping mall.'* Cithers give the
beenour v Counry Club Plaza in Kansas City, built by | C. Nideals
i rozr a5 pam of @ huge housing developmest. It was the st oo
oonuzn a few areas exclusively for the use of pedestrizoes, though s
Layous was stherwise stricely cosmeentional wath the seores iacing an
0 Heee wiveet. Haghland Park ﬂqﬁlml. Willisge s D-l"n. buitlg in
1951, wa che frss e phesely segregare
Iy Eurning it back on the smeer. Witk the exnepunn ni e Raland
Park Skapping Center, mom of the early complexes were called
meicher shopping cemers nor iy, bor somedhing racher coseer,
usually incorporatng in their ticles che words square or srilage, as
with che Haghland Park Shopping Vilkage, Saburban Square (buit
in 128 in Ardmaore, Pennsylvamia), and Hampion Villagge {erected
in 5t Lous in reyn)

The shoppeng comire wak, huawever, mnl‘u.'llr a4 Eyies
Phg-mm. By the g of Warkd War Il there were just el
shasppisg cenres on Amercs and as faee 1949 no ssore chan a
dozen, Then in sgfo came the Morbgare Cemner in Searde,
followed the mext year by Shoppers’ World in Framingham,
Massachusems, and dhe floodgates opened. Shopping centres began
1w g up everywhere. Such was the rae of dewelopment chat by
re56, Hi Week was beadlinmg a sory Ton Many Shopping
Crmers’ and noting wich alasmn that in just two manths of 1996
muore shopping-centrr apace opened in Anserics than in the eggia
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preceding years.'” In the generic semse far shopping centre, mall is
nor recnirded wnril as lare 35 167, The word has a curious hissory.
It eomes from a game popular in Europe in the simieenth and
seventeenth centurnies. Called paila 2 maglio ('ball to maller”) in
Tealy aned pallemaitle in France, i becane in England pall-onnl] (bug
pronounced “pell mell). The game mvolved knocking a wooden
hall slong a leafy alley and chapping it throwgh 2 hoop = 2 sort of
carly hybrid of godf and croguet. By the mid-nghteenth century it
had fallen our of fashson, but the namee bves on i rwo London
etk Pall Mall and the parallel avenue called ehe Mall (which by
analogy ought to be pronounced “mell’ but isn’t). The Mall m
particular became sssociaved with ariscocranic strolling. By 1784
mafl had foand a place in the American lexicor as a fashionable
namd for any groen place suitable far perambulations, notably for
the sweep of grass that features in the centre of Washington, D,

The meen responsible for the lavour and ambience of the modgrn
shopping cemtre was not am American bt a Viennese named Viowor
Giruen, who had fled the Austrean Anschives m 1918 and srrived in
America with just 55 in Bis pocker. Widhin rwelve vears he had
become ane of the country™s leading urban plasmers, lronically,
Ciruen's intention was not o create @ new and more efficens way of
shopping but 1o re-creste in America something of the unroshed
café-sociery atmosphere of European ciry centres. Skopping centres
— of shapprag toums, a8 he preferred o call them — were to be
garhering places for che neighbourhood, focal points aof the
community where people could stroll and meer their frends, dally
over a coffes or an ice-cream and oaly incidentally shop. Gruen was
comvinced that he was dessgning a system that would dow
suhurban sprawl and rame the autcmakale, How wrong he was.

“We must sensitively observe the colourhul, stimulatng and
commercially basy urkam scenes inothe marker sguares in Cengral
Buropean aties in order to understand the contribobion o
communiry life the open spaces in our pew shopping towns can
make,’ he wrote in his 1960 book Shopping Tomm USA' He
‘systematized’ the shopping centre and developed the idea of an
anchor store at each exremity to encourage peopie o stroll from
one 10 apother. The idea was v ger shoppers out of cheir cars and
o to their feet. He insisted on having public gathering places ar
SITADERIC Spoes — opsen angas with benches, fountains and perhaps a
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m#mhwrmmmm:pmﬂ interaction and a
st of commaniry,

Ini 158, che year that che Brinish nmndul: Addous Husdey codned
the much-meedied ferm MW Gruen's ubopsan vision
was given rangible shape with the conitruction al e Soushdale
Center in d‘wM.ln.nﬂp-ol.l.l soburb of Edina. By ar 2 oo of $xo
million, it was the bagpest shoppeng conire in the world, and the
enmmenzisl wonder of iy age. Reporters from slmaost every luge
newspaper and magazine in AMETica came o mareel 4105 10 SIS
af emclosed shopping anea, 72 wores and 4 § acres of parking with
space bor ¢.200 cam, It becams the myodel from which almcet all
ather malls i Amencs were doned. Grues followed Soushdale
with cther malls in a similar vein — the Morthlaed and Eastland
siopping cenires near Detroit, the Sowthland Shoppang Center near
Minncapalss, Valley Fair in San fose, the Bay Far Conier in San
Lesndes, Califorma, snd the Sowmb Bay Shepping Cenrer in
Redondo Beach, California.

Shopping mall design became a sciemce. At cheir conferences,
mall planmers handied abowt new concopty like Reilhy's Law af
Rt Giravitation [ewentally, the mix of seores neceisary no keep
people moving) and oprivl positional sochromes (apother way of
saying thar the best locamon for a shopping cemare o near a highway
mierchange). Mo one asy longer thowght abowt the idea af
sndpuraging people & linger or sociklize. Benchey were bl
without backs w0 vhs people woulde's linger on them, and food
court tables given just m,[,h crampedness o mduce a semee of
discombors afrer about s minuces, Victor Grues's visson of prophe
uﬂml_ with p,‘.'l.pj'hu'.u-\vl, -nu.drq FEWEpERCE (N frepper

4 by o pleyng cheis bewde

whupﬂ'l.ng i:nt.l.nﬂum never materialized.

Shopping cenmres didn't just transform cowns, they ofven effec-
eively crewte them, In ghe late 1ogos Pacasmus, New jorsey, was a
dying hethe community with i hagh schoad, no downoosn o speak
of, and almosr po indusery or offices. Then rwo shoppisg cencres
were bailr along Rouoe 4 = Macy's Garden Soare Plaza and Alied
Siores’ Berpen Mall. Wighin 3 decsde Paramus's poplasion had
o thias guddnspled 1o 17,000 i6d @5 reall wles had shor wp
Erom § 5 mibllson ro S0 1 g mallson. Much the same thang happened o
Schaumbeang, lllinoes. In 1956 i had 3o people. Then ceo chings

age
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happensd: O'Hare became Chicago's maim airport and che
Woodkeld Shoppang Center, with over rwo million squase feer of
reail space, was opened. By 1978 Schaumburg's populaton had
increased b0 fo,000 and it was on course o becoming the second
higgesz ciry in Mlinods afver Chicago by the numn of the century."®

As shoppeng centres bliossomsed, downtowns began o die,
Berween 1548 and 1954, at the height of Amenca®s post-war
sconomac boom, downtown recsilers in America's thireen lasgesc
cities Jost on average a quarter of their business."” One by ooe
downtowns grew mode |ifeless a9 sores and offices fed o the
suburbs. Hudson's Deparrment Store in Detroi dosed in 1951
after warching its annual gales fall from $1g53 million in 1955 w
%45 million im irs lasr year = che wicim, iromically, of the
automobile, the produce chat had brought Detroit ies wealth '
Sears closed its Ragship sory on Seme Smeet in Chicagoin 1afy, Al
over Amenica, where dowmtown department siores survived it was
25 a matter of pride of of tax breaks, and scldom one of commercial

By the early 1980 America had 10,000 large shopping centres,
which berween them accoamed for over 6o per cemt of all readl
wade. They employed § per cent of the workforce, néne million
people, and were genetaring sales of 5;&5 billion = 13 per cemt of
the eenion's gross national prodsce.' By tee: the number of
shopping centres had almast doubled again, and new malls were
opensng at the rate of one every seven hours. Foar billion square
feer of America’s landscape was shopping cenimes, rao-thirds of it
bruiibt in the previows twenty years.™ Shopping centres weren's just

growing in numbsrs, but evolving into new trpes. One rype was
kenerwe as thie Large repiomal certer — thar iz, 3 shopping centre with
ar least 400,000 square beet of shopping space, or more than masg
downtowns, There were almost 1,000 of these by 1990, Anather
type came o be known, somewhar ominoasly, as power combers,
unenclosed developments, usually built in a U-shape around 2
cemtral parling bot and containing at least ane catépory killer stare
=& place like Toys 'R" Us or Ciscudr Ciry selling a paricubsr ype of
product in fuch volume and ar such low prices as o derer any
nearky competings,

Mall shopping had become America’s biggesr leisure activiry.
Mall of America in Minneapolis, the counery’s biggest mall wich

57

142



Made in America

4.2 million square feet of consumer-intensive space (though still
considerably less than the world’s biggest, the West Edmonton
Mall in Canada with §.2 million square feet), was forecast to
artract more people than the Grand Canyon in its first year of
business.?! By the early 1990s Americans were spending on
average twelve hours a month in shopping malls, more than they
devoted to almost any activity other than sleeping, eating, working
and watching television, ™

And what of Victor Gruen, the man who had started it all?
Appalled at what he had unleashed, he fled back to Vienna where
he died in 1980, a disappointed man.
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Domestic Matters

1f the Beirich disliked Americans for their use of English, they liked
them no more for their habis, In book after book through the
nineteenth century — William Cobberr's A Years [sic] Residence in
the Unites States of America, Hamriet Martineau's Society i
America, Dickens"s American Notes, Frances Trollope's Domestic
Marmers of the Americans, Frances Wright's Views of Society and
Manners in America, Thomas Hamilton's Men and Manners in
America = the British showed a strange and unfriendly preoccupa-
ton with American life and habirs.

“In regard to the passengers,” wrote Thomas Hamiloon in oypical
vein, ‘truth compels me to say, that any thing so disgusting in
human shade I had never seen. Their morals and their manners
were alike detestable.'! William Cobbett offered the opinion thar
“the natives are by narure idle, and seek to live by cheating', Frances
Trollope detested almost everything:

The toral want of all the usaal courvesies of the table, the
VOFacious npdﬁ'mﬁwh:hhtmdlmamdmd
devoured, the strange uncouth phrases and pronunciation;
the loathsome spitting, from the contaminanon of which it

was absolutely impossible 1o protect our dresses; the
Eﬁsiuﬁdmmulfuﬁngwi&dtmknimlﬂllhwhnh
blade scemed to cober nto the mouth; and the sall more
frightiul manner of cleaning the vocth aferwards with a
pocker knife, soon forced us 1o feed that we were not
surfcunded by the generabi, cobonels, snd majorns of the old
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Americans, she feli, suffered from a “universal deficiency im good
mapners and gracefal demeanowr’,

The haste amd indelicacy of American dining habits was a
conseant theme. Isabella Luscy Bird noced in 18 56: “Tcannor fochesr
mentioning the rapadity with which Americans despatch their
mexls, My et neighbour has frequently risem from bis sear afrer 2
sabstantial and varied disner while 1 was sending away my soup-
plaee.’

Bobert Lowss Stevenson, generally a sympatheric observer, was
wartled i Monk Plame, Meboaska, when a fellow diner asked
anoaher oo pass 3 jug of milk amd was noreed apon in 2 fary and cold
theere was & waiter for passing things. '1 only asked you oo pass the
milk,” replied the firr man meekly, To which the second cried:
“Pass? Hell! 'm not paid for that busisess; the wairer's paid for it.
You should wse avibity at table, and, by Gad, Il shew you how!

Tniwcmnlmnudn’i:krd:fm& ly that of the
millkless fellow, &edunt-n:-utn out, and the meal was
conchided in silence.”

The widespread American habir of chewing tobacoo and dispos-
of the excess juice by in the approximate
:lrcqmnf: mmﬂmm comment, Both
houses of Congress, Dickens reconded in Awmericom Noges, ‘are
handsomely carpered; hn:ﬁemwwhh:h:hﬂzmpmm
reduced by the unsversal distegand of the spittoon with which cvery
homourable member s sccommodated, and the eoraordinary
mwremutbepmﬂmhzuqmmﬂmddlﬂﬂadupm
it in every direction, do oot admit of being described.” (In Eacy, of
course, e had past desaribed them. )

Tao be sare, there was something in this, Ameticans &id ofven lack
cemain refinements. Louis Philippe, the fumure king of France,
reparted with dismay during a mip through the Sates m 1797, that
whhen be asked for 2 chamber-port his host rold him there were none
bt invited him ro make free wse of the window.* Even when they
eried to haul themsehves 1o & higher level of genlity, Americans
often betrayed & cenain misappaehension in regard o dee coaven-
tons of sodety. A pumior army officer mamed Mathamiel Tracy,
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charged with emtertaining a visiting delegasiom of French officers,
and being hazily aware of the peculianities of French dietary habies,
semt his men mo @ nearby swamp to garker a sackful of frogs, which
were then boiled whole and served Boating in a soup.

Owmly recencly had Americans become generally acquainred with
an applisnce that had been around m Europe for some tme: the
fork. Before that, diners in the Mew World got by with knives
{which often had rwo prongs an the end for speaning ment] and
spoons. Becawse they were accustomed 1o using the right hand for
oty cutting food and rassing it to the mouth, they the
habir = curious to the ress of the world = of cransferring the fork
from beft hand o right between actions.” But even a8 lave az the
wid- 18 408, many Americans were srill straggling with the concepe,
as The Ari of Good Bebawior, a best-selling etquette gaide of the
day, wcitly acknowledged when it cautioned: *If possshle, the knife
should never be put in the mouth at all.”

Having said this, the Europeans’ own manuals of decorum —
gaich as the French tome rhat instrucesd its readers: “When the
fingers are very greasy, wipe them i on 4 pece of bread ™ — invite

lagion as 1o the srandasds in their own dining salons.

" What is cervaim is that antil abouwt the 18405 bewels of hygiene and
social sophistication did geserally lag in Amenca. Well imo the
nimereenth cennary, the bulk of Americans lived lves thar were, in
the wordi of one histedan, “practcally medieval'” Most
Americans were by modern standards hysmally poor. A survey of
Diebarware farmers in 1800 found that anly 16 per cent had a barn
and only half had even one borse, A farmer who could not afford a
borse was unlikely to invest much in kygiensc miceties. Alchough
several words assoctared with cleanliess Brst appeared in America
ar abour the same time as they did in England ~ bathing-howse in
1755, h'limrg-mm n 1791 — the ContERTs almost :hr:r: make
clesr that these were lasuries engoyed only by the very rich.

Even among cthe middle classes bathing was a novel experience
wntil well ingo the 18006, At the tum of the century one Elizabeth
Dwinker noved an her dizry that she had jost had ber fiest bach in
rweniy-eight years, and the tome with which she recorded the fact
indicares that there was pothng particularly remackable in
allowing s quarser-cennury or 5o o pass berween immersiona." Mot

I-I-Ilﬂ.l.lheﬂmd.d buath-tabs begin to be produced commerdially,
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Mmmﬁmmmmhmdhdhﬂw
tuber. Barb-tid jn ot recorded wntil rB7o, when it appeared in &
spary by Mark Thaam,

At about the time chat bach-tebs first became commercially
wvadlabile, the roller hegas ie long, slow move indoocs, Ar B it
was penerally inszalled In o small room separats from the bach-
rooen, and wis nomally called the warer eloger in the Beilsh
fashion, chough there was & vogue — unforrunately shoee-lived (f
you ask me — far calling it & quincy after Joha Chainey Adams
installed che firs ane in the Whise Homse. Barkroos is first nosed s
1§16, chowgh fodet paper, imriguingly, wn't found before 1880,
Waghroows: alse fiest sppeased in 1882 and had been fusther
cuphemized inse restroom by 1o,

W Amernca got off 1o a dew sart in rerms: of dvilizing comborts,
by the £ Bgos it was racing ahead of Europe and the rest of the world
- immically at past abowt the time thar British criticsms of
Amemican hife were reaching hall shriek. Department sinres and
restauranes broaght 3 measare of democratic bory and con-
vemience 1o the middle casses thar dheir Ewropean counterparts
would mot enjoy for at beast half a cenoary. American oeins were
plusher, fasser and equipped with lavarories ar o nme when
Europeans had to hope for either o strong bladder or a shom wip,
and Ber ciry smeens were bemer [ wr nighe. Abowe all, where
America began to stand oot was m the quality of ies hoeels.

Im it sense of a place o seay for the night, the word is, racher

prisingly, an Amser In French, bdar! sigmified & grand
seructure (a5 im bdtel de adlle, ‘town hall”), bur as early as che
cightecmth cestury Americans were using it 1o describe howelries.”
America's first grand hotel was the City Hobel in Baltimore, built i
t8aé, Three years lster Bowtoe’s Tremont House opened. 5000
palatial heotels were opening all vver the coumiry = the Astor House
in Mew York, the Burmet House in Cincinma, the St Charles in
Ieew Ouleans, the Maoowell House in MNashville

These establishments led the way i the developmens of all
manmer of ooanforms - central heating, spring beds, elevasoes (Mew
York's Fifth Avemoe Hosel was the firig hovel wo ges one, in 1855)
snd, towards the end of dhe contury, ehecaric lighting amd ele-
pheanet. Just as clevapors made department stonss posshle, 5o oo
i they sransform hooels. Previously rooms on the upper floons
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hasd po be ler ar o disooang dm&wg‘tﬂuwnu.ldwiut w drag
swibcases up and down several nghes of seairs, Suddenly, thanks o
elevators, rooms on the upper foors could be ber at a premium. A
the Oums Elevaror Company’s sales lieraruse persnasively cooed,
pests could now “enjor a purity and coolness of atmosphere, an
exeenubed prospece, and an exemption from noise, dusz and
exhalations of every hnd 1% Even the most criticsl
ohserver was hard pressed i find complaint with American
.'Lnﬂwn'rTmﬂqpe &emﬂllﬁmﬂd]’mwhlﬂmﬁmﬁd
tha b devored & whole chapeer of one of hlﬁ mrel books to vhis
most marvellous of Mew Waodld mpovations,!

Huoenes, too, became mombly bemer equipped with cony ces
hhhnam:ﬂlrhﬁﬂ:il.ﬂlnrgﬂ\m those of Europe, though
the severity of the American cimate made comion an elusive goal
even among the wealthier classes. In January 1868, the business-
man George Templeeom Strang lamented that even with both bis
farnaoes and all the fireplaces goimg he oouldn't ger the remperarure
in his hause above 18 °F. " Even so, such matvers are relative, and
fareign observers continually remarked abour rthe intolershie
warmth and stuffiness of American households. The British
gomsml-general in Massachusers. noted werh quisr wonder thar in
the Enet American houses ‘an enormous furnace in the cellar sends
up, day and night, streams of bot alr, through apertures and pipes,
1o every room in the howse” o the extent that *casmal wisitors are
nearly sulfocared”, !

Summers could be equally unbearahle. Mog only was there no
pracucal way of geting rd of the beat, but the lack of proper
sanigary services in rowns, &nd the proliferation of korses and orher
amimals, meant that Bies, mosquitoes and other insects choived mo
am extent unthinkable voday, At beast, food could now be kepe. By
the 18gos many middle-class homes enjoyed the benefits of an
icehox (an Americanism fing recorded in 1830), and dee ice
Industry was hage. By mid-century Boston alone was shipping oat
;:En.ammafu:rl year, some of it gomng as far as India and

a.

Improved lighting remained a constant presccupation. Unsil the
late 1 poos ilfumination was limited to rallow candles and whale odl,
bat both were inetficent = it would ke a busdred candles o
crease as oyuch light as & ange moders light-bulb —and beyond rhe
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meing of mot houscholds, Uneil the carly 8o the average
hmrmhmufuudnmﬂrmﬂdﬂrhwnmnqhku For
the middle iy, diumi improerd 4 ically with the
LNVERTION :ﬂ;ufﬂuﬁzguilﬂp[audhhuswumwj
wrhick Bad greaier ingrmity and less Bicker. The neo step foreard
was the invention of kerosene by 5 Canadian, Abrabam Gesner, in
|I:|B.mdh'rpm'ulrumauu|lm.“

Busg the bwg trans s rain camse with gas. Inigially gas was used
oo light soreers - Baltimore had gas-lamga as early as 1E06, before
hrhwﬂnﬁﬂ—butwdimodomlndwhﬁﬁrdplmntw
could not be sabely relied on for domessic parposes antil afier the
Civill War. Omoe these problems were dealr wath, gas swepr dhe
mason, Each gas outhet, or garolier, provided as mvach asa
dozen candles. By 1851, i was sstimated, the average mi elass
Bocmst was swency fimees berres bt than o had been ar mid-cenpary. '
Even clraned ap and made more stable, gas rewnined damy and
dangerous. It emimed aspleepnt, potentielly kohel fomes chir
reapaired special vents o clear dee mir. Even in the best-vennlapsd
homees the carbomic asd ndmnhﬁ::mpdhumﬂmwukl
lieawy pall on books, I a2l Firmai anwell
as the eyes, lungs: and chaches of the ishabirans.

“ﬂ-nmlrnmdndnulummcr :ndnmmiot lighting.
bem for scores of orber appliances thor Americans bad the
prospenty 1o buy if caly the means existed vo make dem pracrical.
Beiary ehectricity, labour-saving devicrs: had about them 2 cortain
air of the rediculous, mos notally & rudimestary vecuum cleamer
comuzting of two bellows that the user wore like shoes, As the user
plodded abour the neom, the exertions on the bellowy croaimd a
suction action of scrs, which could be used po sweep up dost and
owmbs. fr was, a5 yow might imagine, not wrribly efficiens.
Simplor, quister and far liis exhausting was the carpet sweeper, an
mvention of the 1860w Ocher olferings of dhe pre-clecencal age
were @ gat-heased iron and sn elaborwre conmapoon called che
“Water Weich', which operaned wath presiunaed waber and whach
the makers boased would nee only escuum che carpets, bur could
be employed o dry one’s bair and massage aching musdes. '

In Rz, domesic elecriciy af last became 3 possibilicy when
Thossas Edison began providing eectracity on a comenencial basis.
By mid-decade 100 of Mew York Cary's wealthiss housebolds were
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enjirying thi it nation of § oo lighe-bulbs = o slecrre kaepd a5
the Edison company called them. Omly the very wealthiest could
affiord such an indulgence. A single bulb cost a dollas —half a day's
mhﬁm:ﬁrnﬂﬁqwm—mdmupmmm
cents an howr to ren.”’ Nor was household decericity & hie with
everyone. After spending thousands of doflars and suffering mach
dusrupeion vo walls, Moorboards and ceilings having elecericiny
imstalled, Mrs. Comnelins \’andechihﬂdu\cd.mry mnch of it torn
ot when it was implicated very possibly wrongly) in a small fire. '

Ourdoors, bowever, it was another marter. Almost overnight
America became the most illuminated country im che workd. By the
18508 Broadway was already being described as ‘the Grear White
Way" because of s dazzling lights jalmast all of them advertising

. People came from all over just 1o set the lights, which
included the world's frst flashing sign, for Manhaman Beach and
its hotels, Standing 5o feet hagh and Bo feet wide, the sign would
light up Kae by line and then Rash chyshnically bedore starting the
cycle aver Ig;a.in.]:ucrudz.luﬂernfmndem brc.hlm].uﬂ' I fact
it was manually aperated by a man i a rooftop shack.

In 190 Brosdway gor a sign thar was a wonder of elecrrical
engineering. Rising the equivalent of seven storeys above the
rofiop of the Howl BMor die and inc 10,5080
eoloured light-bulbs, ir offered in imtricate detail the @hasion. of &
so-second chariot race, complete with cracking whips and flying
&m?mpl:mmzmmﬂj:m:squzdsofpﬂiqhﬂu}bc
amsigned b the area to keep pedestrians and traffic moving lest the
whale of Manhartan grind o a hal."® Almost as arresting weee
thee lights of Luna Park on Coney kland. Two husdred thousand
bulbs pecked owt omamental parerns and dhe outines of the

gowers and ar the park, marpang it liwerally
inte a night-tme wonderland. ™ Even now it looks quite wonder-
full in pictures.

By 186 elecrriciry had hecome soch am mpmd part of life
that people were familiarly referring to it as juice. But the expense
bebd peogle back. In 191 just ome home in ren had dhecericiey. By
1930, however, 7o per cent of American boascholds, some 2o
million homes, had ebecericicy — more than the rest of the world
combimesd, The prquniun woald have been higher will excepr
that naral electrification took so long to comglete. As lare as 1946,
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bareky hadf of American farm hesnes bad dectrsty, (But thea only
a benth had am indoor fush coilet.)
As checrricity bocasme more widely available, elecerical products
began to come on. ot marker. Singer inmrodeced the first eheomic
i im 1EEp. The dlectric fin appeared in 1Bgx, the
elecric woa in 1Bgy, the eleceric vatuum cleaner m TpoT, the
eloctnic sbove — soaectimeed called a firelser coaker — in 150, che
elecoric washing machise i 1 pog, the dlecmic maiter i 1910, and
the elecric dishwasher o 1918, By 1917 the Amevican heowse.
HﬂanMWMﬁhﬂmﬂ#ﬁrﬁ]whﬁmﬂ
:llfulydﬂu.lntuyw,mwiujmlhm“
Within a liode ower a decade; thar figure would rise 1o no
Iuwﬂ'lmh..th.lmnljw
The mew and lew-chargpng mar ket for dectrical appluances obies
garve small companies & chamce oo chrive. Afer Ceneral Elearic
turned down the idea of an ausomatic washing madhine, a small
et namned Rendis, whath had so expenence of mimalactuning
hovmehold applisnces, woke up che idea and wirhin a decsde had
become one of Amenca's biggest manufaciurers of appliances.
Much the tame happened with 2 sl subsidiary of Geseral
Mowors called Frigpdaire, which saw an opesing for domestic
refrigerasoes and s wsccvisfully wored W chat e name almost
bocume generic. 5 The ddea of the relfrigerssor saighs have been mew
by the word wasn'L It had existed in English simce 1611, and had
bern used ax a synonym far icebox since 18247
Refrigerasoes, rather surpriagly, were smong the L common
elecmical appliances o canch on. Frigidaire began producion in
1918, bot the first modeds wone enpainky and oxpemsive. The
chedpest a0ut Fpao = ai much a5 8 good car. As e B igLr, just
g 000 were made m America. Then chings mak off. By 1551 2
midlen refrigeraton: were being produdnd every year and by 19357,
at the 'hﬁl_hr af the Grear Deprevann, the nmmber wis nudging §

Bu:mpmdmwalmmmshlﬂunﬁendm Rardio, in she
farm of radin-raceir, entered the language in 9o, Earher sill
there had been ssch specialeed foems as radiophone {1881) and
radhiocomaducior |185E]L Ax laoe a2 pean Ih Nm' ‘l’clrl: Tm wtl
rederring #e che rmr-lnr- L ¥
Oehers called it & loud-sg lepd mmplr: irek

1E4

148



b e bl
When a leading golf club, the Di installed radio ke
around the course so thar i members could liseen w0 church
services (honestdly] while playing their Sunday morning round, it
oeferred o the system simply s a ‘selephone’. Radio in the semse of
a means of comemunicaion and enfercainment for the general
public dida'e enver the language uneil 1913 and it ook & decads o
#0 before people could decide whether 1o proncunce it ridio or
raddio.

Linail ag lace a5 voao, all radio receivers in America were bome-
muaede. A crystal set imvodved lirde more than some wire, an oammeal
bax, an carphone and a piece of crystal. The earliess commercial
sefs were bulky, expersive and maddeningly difficalt to tune. The
big breakthrough for radio was the Dempsey—Carpentier fight of 2
July 1931 — which is a lintbe odd sunce it dadn’t acrually involve &
radio ransmission, though it was sapposed m,

Itis dafficult to conceive now how big an event like a heavyweight
becing Fght could be in the 192ea, bar the Dempsey~Carpentier
fight was bupe = so huge that the New York Times devored
virtually the whale of its first thirteen pages to reportng it (though
te did find & gmall space on the frang v mote the formal ending
of World War I). mdnymmg unider the lead front-page
headline “Fadso Phones to Tell Times Square of Fight', it noted that
an operator ot fngside in Mew Jersey would speak ineo & *wircless
tehephome mansmimer’ and that his words would be tramsmicred
imstantly to halls in several ctes and o crowds outside the Mew
York Tinses Ballding on Times Square. Althowgh the besdline wsed
the word radio, the amicle never did. On dee day of the Bghe, ten
thousand people jammed Times Square, bur becanse af rechnical
diificubtses the radso transmitter wasa't wsed. A toker-tape was
pressed into service instead. Even so, most of the people in the
crowd thought they were receiving their eyewitness acooant live by
the mitacle of radss from Mew Jersey. ¥ The very Botion of mitant,
long-dissance verhal communication was so elocerifying that soon
people everpwhere were clamouring 1o have & radia, {Dempsey
knocked Carpentier out in the fourth round, incidentally.)

In just theee years, beginning in 1921, over foiar million radic sexs
were sold, ar an average price of 355 In 1922 only 1 bome in 500
had a radio. By 1924, the proportion was 1 in 2o, and by the end of
the decade saturation was nearly total. Radio sakes wemt from
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%50 million in 1933 o almost $85o million by veae.™ Radic buffs
pored over specialized magacines and Sorsed b whene they coukd

oorporamons seemingy ovemight. [n one beady vear the smodk of
Rasdio Corporapon of Americs west from BgVe m fq9. By 1928
people coukd even liaen o beosdoase in dheir cars afeer o lime

npany called b la i d the car radio. ™
The first bitoad wmh-n s Wi oo, best
by the egnes ol g i alll over, KA

of East F'mﬂur;h levmﬁldmwopﬂud by Wesnnghouse
in 19ae, has the dstinction af bring e fne tnes cadio station in
Amarica, thoiagh the credit is somctames gves in 8 seabon withas call
]tmﬂhnpuwdhrﬂiu_}rﬂfmﬂ:pni&mrﬂ'mr&u,
whach began regular sransmissions of news repons and music o
receivers st up in local el bobbict in 194, The station rvmtually
mupved b San Francisc and became KBS, Most ol dee carly stations
were distincely somareurish, KINCA fearuned musical pendimons by te
chief engineer's young {amd not notably gifved) sons. Anocher early
Wessinghouse station, WIE of Mewark, broadeast from 3 curtsised-
ol v o ot Ladies” pestona it & Wesnaghouse feaoey, ipgarenty
because it was the gebeest place in the boilding. To say thar mos of
these early samions were low-powered would be io engage in fomous
understement. Many tramsmiters used b wartape than 3 single
ligha-bulls, ¥

By the maddle of the docwde, however, radio was caldag on 2
Mmfﬂdmﬂmwmmiuﬁnm,ﬂh
Harcld W, Artin of KDEA. For reasoms thas seem deeply un-
r:ﬂnm;hbm.ﬁﬂhﬂmwmwﬂﬁ
custom of donning & uxedo for evening, broadoases, even though =
pasently = no ome could see them, ™

In 1528 RCA, General Elecenc and Westinghomss got bogrier o
foam the Magonil Breadeasting Compuisy, (B actually omjprised
rwn nerworks, one known as the Red nerweork, the odher as dhe
Mue ) & year larer dhe Columbia Broadcastmg Sysoem was bom. At
first some efort was made o brogg highet waboes 0o tacdio, In the
vozod and rarly tpice the govermseent imoed 103 Besnoes for
educational sations, bur by 1934, 164 of those < some Bo per cent
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— had dosed down or become commencial, *Accordingly,” in the
ponderous words of a radio historian, *in the critically bormarive
first rwo decades of ies wiilizacion, the radio specoum had oaly the
mﬁrﬁtduppnmgmdmnmmiuuphﬂjﬁﬂfnrhm
resource enhamcement.™"

1# radic’s resource enhancement capabilities were underutilized,
they were a3 nothing compared with weleviskon once it gor going.
Mouost of us think of television as a comparatively recent develop-
ment, bur in Fact in verms of i pracical applicanons it is neardy &5
ofd as radio. It just wok longer o ger estabdi . As early as the
1BEos it was known in theory what was required 1o make a
wariking television, though the necessary valves and rubes had ver
o be inveneed. T The word elevision dates from 1907, bat in the
carly days it went by & vaniery of mames — electric ey, icomoscope,
eleciric . telewisor or radic mison.

Unlike ather technologies welevishon was the rewale of work by
momeroas invenmors in different places - Herberr Ives, Charles
Jenkins and Phale T. Farnswonth in America, Johin Logie Baird in
Britain, Boris Rosing in Russia, The first working relevision — thax
is, one that broaddast something more profound than silkowetes
and shadows — was demonstraved by Charles Jenkins in
Washington in 1925, Baird, a Scotsman, demonsmraced a similar
evdel, bt with sound, fowr mosths Larer,

T&vﬁm&h'lmmuﬂpﬂkmuﬂﬂleﬂp}nﬁ:
demonsrated ity new system in Mew York in April 1927, Shown on
a screem just two inches high by thres inches wide = slightly smaller
than a pack of cigancetes — the broadcast consisted of a brief speech
of encouragement from Washingron by Secretary of Commerce
Hﬂ'beannwr,ﬁuﬂmledllrmmmimm trom e ATRCT
studio in Whippany, Mew Jersey —a vaudeille comic who firm cold
some Irish jokes and then changed into backface and told some
“darky’ jokes. Sadly his jokes were not recorded. (It is curious that
from ies incepeion people instincrively grasped that this was a
miedium built for frvializing; when Baird demonsaraced che frst
colour tramsmisséon in London in 1928 — yes, 1928 — his viewers
were wreared o the sight of a man repeawedly sricking our his
tongE, )

The Mew York Times gave much of page 1 and almast the whole
of page 20 io this big event under the headlne:
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Fan-Orr Sprumms Samw
As Wew, A Heano Heng
I A TesT or Teosvion

Lz & Proro Come 1o LiFe
Heoowvaa's Face Pramay

lkaniGEr as He Sreans
e WasnmucToR

ot i um"lhdwdr chaages ot cxlon o fasbad 4
5 is changes of exprevison were it
the screen . . . with perfect fdelicy’. Moee the less, be considered
edeyision ;pmumwu] It Future, “if it has one, i thought
w0 be largely in public entertsinment — super-news recls Bashed
before audiences ar the mt&m.mphnwi&-
dramanic and musical scts shor on the ether waves in sownd and
pictiare at the lnstant they are caking place at the studso”,*?

In 1928 Baird made the first cransatancic beoadesst from a
studio mear Londos to ome in Harrsdale, New York, and che
following year the cumbersomely named WIKCW in
denauhd'r..l'\kw *ﬂhﬂmﬁrmﬁh'r@hb
opereting television sration’, though ia facy ics relecasts consiseed of
theee thirty-minute programmes a week = usually past shois of an
enidencified head ralling, laughing ar amoling — and of course
there was almost no one ba warch By the end of 1929 there
were Twenty-six staticns i America, though only dvose thar were
supported by big corporations, such as WINBS in New Yok
(which evalved into WNBC), were destined vo survive throagh the
19308, There was no grest imperas o promote the industry in
America becasse of the lack of a market during the Grest
Diepression and the government's refusal to allow commerdials
wanil 1ggn.

Many people got their first glimpse of selevision at the Mew York
World's Fair m 1939, The New York Tives, with i now standard
bchnfwﬂnmu.lnrﬂ:st:lulimldnﬂubenﬂm
competitor for caded because “people must sit and keep their eyes
g;l.u:dnn:;unﬂ the average American femily hasn't tme for i’ M

The year 1939 also saw the finit selevasion sets o on sale bo the
public, bur szifl chere wasn't mruch 1o warch {anlike Bricsin whens

e
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the BEC was celehraring irs wenth snniversary). Dusing rhe war
years, America had just nine relevision stations in five citses - Mew
York, Chicagn, Philadelphia, Los Angeles and Schenecrady — and
just 7,000 srts on which to warch the meagre programming
available. In the aumumn of 1544, for instance, on Wednesday and
Satarday nights there was mo tlevision ar all in Amensca. Om
Tharsdays anly CBS was on the air, with fifteen minuces of mews
Tallowed by an hour of local programming where available and 2
half-hour show called Mizsmes Goes A Shoppimg. On Sendays the
American viewer could wanch Dubont Labs' Thrills amd Chiils
followed by Iresin Shawe's Telerisions Workibop, or nothing. ™

With the end of the war, American TV was unleashed ar last. By
1947, the number of velevision sets in American homes had soared
w rrecos, In thar same year a programme called Popper
Television Theater made its débuc. A year later it was renamed
Hisedy Divodly, and televisson had i firse hie.

As late a5 1549, radio wes soll gemersring profics of over 10
milkion, while TV was making losses of $25 million.’® But as the
vy opened, relevision became a kind of national manda, As early
as 1951, advertisers were cashing in on the craze. MoGregor

took a full-page ad in Life to unvel its new sportswear
raage ior go-ahead goys, "Videos', which feanared swch relevipually
appropriate fare as the reversible “Visa-Versa Jacket', ‘the Host
Tew-Threar Jacker,' the “Durosheen Host Cawual Jacket' and
matching ‘Durosheen Host Lounge Slacks’, all expressly designed
for wear in front of the TY. Soon people everywhere were buying
foldimg vray-rables so they could eat their “TV Dinnees’ while glued
o the box. America was well an its way w becoming a nanon of
couch potatoes, though that expression would not of course be
used For many years. {los firer appearance has been traced 1o the
unlikely forum of American Bamker magazine of yo December
1580, but the context suggests that it was already current, at beast
i Caibornia. '

By g5z, the number of sers had scared to 18 million, 107 rimes
as many as there had been just five years earlier. The seminal date
for sebevision was Monday, 19 Januvary 1953, the date on which
Luscille Ball gawe birth 1o “Linde Ricky’ on national eebevision (by
happy coimtidence she gave birth bo the real Diesi Amaz, jun., on the
same day). The nation was so enthralbed it hardly nonced char
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Dwight [, Eisenbower had been imstaled a3 President thar
shemoon,™

The first celevision nerworks were num by MBC, CBS, ABC
[which had evalved from the MBC Blue radio nersork) and che
now largely Forgocten DuMoat Labs, a beading eleceromics
company of the 15308 and 19405 As a relevision nerwork it
seruggied for years — by 1o 1 it had juse vwo shows on the gir = and
Emally expired altogether in 1957, though the company nself,
renamed Merromedia, lives on a5 a chaim of celevision and radso
sEEInOE,

Many early relevision programmes were simply lifved from
raidin. The Lowe Ramper, Sergeant Preston of the Yukor, Sky King,
Meei the Press, (Jueen jor a Diay, Stojp the Music and Gunsmioke
head a1l bvesgramy life a5 radbo shows, though the transition o a visual
meedivm often required alverations of cast. The squar and porly
William Conrad, who played Masshal Mam Dillon oa the radio,
was replaced on TV by the more sender figure of James Amess. &
mare relling alreranon was the sdapration of the popular The $64
westaon from radio, bar with e pay affs ratsed a thauzandéold.
reflecring velevision's sudden, seaggering wealth. The show became
not just a hit bor a phenomenon. When a Marine Corps captain
named Richard 5, McCurchen won the S64,000 pay-aff, the story
made the front page of the New York Times. Inevitably it spawned
& legpon of imitarive quiz shows — Dotio, Teenry-Owe, Tic Tac
Dau:g\'r.. Mawe That Tume (one of whose early contescanes, Manne
Major John Glenn, wom $15.000 by saming recory-fve mnes),
and the brazenly dermvative Sé4.000 Challemgpe. Almost all relsed
on the formula of ending rhe shows with the wanming comestant
having to defer until the following week the agonizing decision of
whether 1 vake his o ber winnings o press on 3 the rsk of kasing
alll, thereby ensuring a supply of eagerly rerurning viewers.

The difficulry was that contestants had an exasperanng eendency
e blow an answer late im the programme, thus precluding the
possahiliy of an even more exciting retarn performance the
following week. To ger around rhe pmblem the produocers of
several shows hin ssmultanecusly on 2 smple expediens. They
cheated. Each week they supplied selecied oo = among
them a tespected minester from Mew Jersey — with the correce
answers, which made the resules rether easier o forecast

7L

153



Dameiric Marrs

Unfarmenacely chey Eailed to consider char some commestants, having
o a vasee of succes, would grow miffed when the producers
decided that their reign should end. & concestamt named Herbert
Stempel blew the whisde on Tweermty- Cvwe when ics producers cold
himn t2 *ealee & dave’, and soon comtessants from several other quiz
shows were sheepishly admsmng thar they s had been supplied
with amswers. And that was pretty much the end of pach shows,
Hone the less, ﬁben:pfem-un ‘the $64,000 quesnon’ has shown a
carious dirabiling.

Perhaps net comcidentally, the boom years of the 19505 saw the
dmnel.uprrum of another grear elecrrical breakchrough: che bome
ait-condinoner, Alf-conditionang had been around for a long eime.
It was developed in 190z by & reepry-pear-old fresh oot of Comedl
Unmiversity named Willkis Carrier. As we have seen cliewhere,
Carnier didn"t call ir an air-conditicner bur am apparahes for
cooling air, Air-conditioner was coined four yean batee by a Monh
Caroling rewonde engineer named Stwart Cramer, who invented a
device designed not o coel texile mills bat oo humidify them, ™

By the 19zos sir-conditioning was being widely used for specific
applicarions = in hospicals and cimemas, for imstance = bat the
consaderable cost and the need for outsize ducrs acved a5 a
disincentive for s use in most hoenes and office baildings. Even in
ihe lake 15408, a home air-conditioning unie = whach Carrier called
an *Armosphenic Cabine” — wi a5 big a3 an upright piano and
noisy and a5 expensive bo rum as you woubd expect a plano-sized
appliance vo be, The development of small window modelsim 1951
made the indusiry rake off. In 1972 sales of home onis went from
virtually nothing bo $2 5o million, and they have sever booked back.
Today Amevicans spend 321 billion & year, more chan the gross
naticmal products of some countries, just on the electricity o run
tsear air-conditioners,

Three years afrer the window air-comditioner made ms débar,
another durable househald appliance entered the wordd: the
microwave oven. The fiest was called the Riadaramge. br was large
and bulky - it weighed over 7o b, = required a lot of complicated
copling apparatus and dida't cook food very well, Renamed the
aricrowaes cen, the first conswmer unit was prodoced m 1955 by
Tappan, buat the product and word didn't becoms Familias to mose
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Americans until the late 19608 when further improvements and
nhﬂudmﬁ:ﬁunﬂmuamlnmm
ncreasing basymess of American women — made i s lase a realisnc
proposation for home wse. ™

Such was the proliferation of gadgets and appliances that by the
19des it was possible 1o perform almost any daily houschold sk
while scarcely rippling 3 muscle - from opening cans t brushing
one's eath 1o juidng an orange 1o carvieg & murkey. Inscead of
becoming more versatile and innovative, housshold appliances
mostly pust became more complex. Blenders accumulated 2
dazzlang array of bumoss, One had po fewer than sixgeen banons
that the user could activate in an almost imfinite selection of
permatamons, though, in the candid words of one executive, instill
“couldn’t do much mere than whip cream”. Labelling the burtons
presented a limguisnc us well a5 markering challenge. A manwfac-
iharer, qunird im Sasan Strasser’s history of domesticty, Never
Drome, recalled thae “eight of ws sar wp reeo righss straight, trying ro
mwwd:mﬂ'l five betters, each one sounding a bit higher than the

hn-m&; mspkﬂnnuﬂ:hmrmdnmd:dﬂmm:
inany greaver keisure. The average “nom-working moher’, as they are
#0 maccurately calbed, spends as misch time doing bousewark now
a5 fifry years ago - sbml:ﬁhpmhau! weci_“.ﬂ.Hhm‘I'lﬂm
has the benefits of th , the d productiviry
they have bmq;hrhrhnbtmeﬁmrelruifmhrdmllrgum
of modern houses, more wide-rangang lifestyles (her greas-
grandmacher didn’t rum children everywhere im the family station
wagon and her groceries were probably delivered) and more
scrupulous scandards of h haold cleanl

Lewsure in amy meanngful sense i3 actually quite a modern
concept. Sightseemy didn’t enter the lamguage onnl 1847 and
pagariaot ot uivhl 1 878, and even then both were divernons foe the
well-off few. For millions of people 3 vacacion was & once-<in-a-
lifetime indubgemee that they experienced oaly on their honey-
meoon, or bridal fowr, as it was ofen called wngl abour 1500,
Honeymoon has existed in Englsh since 1546, bat originally
signified only the Arst month of marriage. bt dide’t become
mm:w“nﬁmhmim]lhulhnﬂrd
e nineteenth. cenruey.
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Weekend is an even more recent concepr. The word was coined
in 1879 in Emgland, but didn’t become part of the average
hl'nﬂim'lumhﬂ]aqnnd]‘urmﬂrudu |p}m.w1inmlhr
19008 most people worked a sixry-hour, six-day week and thus
verma like Mondry-to-Fridoy and werkend had no pamicular
significance for tem. The Gve-day, formy-hour week is often
artributed to Henry Ford, but in fact it was mtroduced by the seeel
indusary in 1924, Ford followed in 1pas. Most of che rest of the
nation didn't carch op uneil the Great Depression, when a shorter
working week became a convenient way of dealing with falling
demand,*” Though nine-to-fve had become the scandard working
day For moss Americans by the early 19408, the term sme-to-faer
isn"t recorded before 1959,

Today, according to some studies, Americans work harder — or
at least longer — than st any tme snce the farty-hour week became
seamdard, According to Julier B, Schor in The Owerworked
American, the amaunt of keisure time bas fallen by almest 40 per
cent since 1973% as people have been driven to seck overtime, take
second jobs or mmply show a realous commimeent o the wark-
place lest chey find chemselves the vicims of restructuring,
premature refiresment, coerced framsition, contiructive dismissal,
skl miix redeploymient or any of the other forty o so cuphemisms
for being kaid off that the m ing edinor of Executive Recruiter
Mewes reparted in r991.* (OF which Digital Equipment Corpora-
tian's impochmtary metbodologies was perhaps the moss chillingly
recondite. )

Across the economy as a whale, it has been estimared, the
average American works 163 hours more per year today than two
decades ago. Men are working 38 hours more, and women no less
than 305 cxrs boure™ The burden is particularly heavy on
working mothers wha pur in, on average, an eighty-hour week
when cleaning, cooking and child care are induded. Mot swr-
prisingly, nearty all the recent neologisms relating o work and the
workplace are neganve: workabolle (1o68), dhrer o'clock
syudrowme (i.e., the rendency to grow deowsy in mid-aktemoon,
158al, nﬁrmmmn'lnud' {rglg), sick hﬂh‘l‘lg J}uldn)nr{:.
feeling of general malaise g d by a poorly designed environ-
ment, first noted in Fndistry Week in 1983), o squeese (1990),
and 5o on.
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o Schor, the average American adult enjoys just
sioceeen and a half hours of lasure a week after disposing of work
and household commimments — though it muss be said such a claim
appears dubious when vou consider thar other srudies show that
the average American also devoues over rwenty-cight hours a week
to watching telewision, spends three hours in shopping malls and
presomably manages to hnd ar least a few hours for sex, eating and
socializing,

What a5 certaim is that Amenicans work longer hours and mone
days than their counterparts in almost any other nation in the

warld. Principally as a resubt of shorter vacations and
fewer national holidays, the average manofactoring employes in
America puts in the equivalent of eighe weeks 2 year more ar the
workplace than a manwfactunng employee in France or
Geermany.*”

Thanks ¢ all thar hard work, Amenca as a naton produces
rwice the goods and services per person that it produced in 1948,
Everyone in the country could, in principle at lease, work a four-
hour day or a six-month year and sull maintain a standard of living
eqm'a]mt o that enjoyed by our parents. Almost uniquely among

&Mﬂmhmmtmﬁlup{nmmvaiu
in addivional leisure. It bought consumer items insread
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The Hard Sell: Advertising in America

1

Im 1885 a young man named George Eastman formed the Eastman
Diry Pate and Film Company in Rochester, Mew York." It was
rather a bold thing to do."Aged just thirry-one, Eastman was a
junior clerk in & bank on 2 comfortable but modest salary of $15 2
week, He had no background in busmess, bui he was passionanely
devored to photography and had become ncreasingly grnipped with
the conviction that anyone who could develop a simple, un-
technical camera, as opposed to the cumbersome, oursize, fussily
complex contrivances then on the market, srood to make a formme.

Essrman worked rirelessly for three years wo perfect his inven-
tion, supporting himself in the mean cme by making dry plates for
commercial photographers, and in June 1888 he produced a
caméra that was positively dazzling in its ssmplicty: a plain black
box jast & Y2 mches bomg by 3% inches wide, with a button on the side
and & key for advancing the flm. Eastman called his device the
‘Dietective Camera’. Detectives were all the thing — Sherlock
Holmes had been bom the year before — and the name implied that
it was so small and simple thae it could be used unnoticed, as a
detective might *

The camera had o viewfinder and no way of foamsing. The
Phatographer ar photegraphis (it took a while for the first word to
become the established one) simply hedd the camera in front of him,
pressed a button on the side and hoped for the best. Each roll ook a
handred picrares. When the roll was hally exposed, the anxious
owner sent the entire camera oo Rochester for developing.
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Evemnually ke recerved the camera back, freshly loaded with flm,
and = assuming all had gose welt ~ roo small ciscular pictares, 2%
imichers in diamierer.

Crfrem all dida't go well, The Slm Exsrman used @ first was made
of paper, which wre canily and kad s be carefully swipped of i
emidsion befare the expesures could be develeped, I wasa't unsil
the iaventson of celluledd foll Blm by & sxty-Bve-peac-old
Epsscopalian mingster named Hannibal Goodwin in Bewark, Mew
Jersey = dhis wnaly was the age of the amatear mvenior = that
amareur phosography became a reliable ondertaking. The Revd
Gedwin didin 't call his invemmon il but ' photographic pelliguls’,
and, a5 was usasl, wpent yeirs fighting costly | hanles wish
Eastman with:out ever secaring the recognition or hnamdial pay-off
he deserved — though evenuzlly, vears sher Goodwin's deach,
Essrman was ordered e pay $5 mellion wo the company that
inherited the patent,

In 1888 Eastman changed the name of the camera 1o ‘Kodak' ~
an odd choios since it was meaningless, and in 1883 no one gave
mcamdngless names oo producs, especially successhel producs.
Sipcr Britsh patent apphicacions s the rime demanded o full
explanation of trade and brand names, we know how Eastman
arriwed at his inspired name, As he crisply summarzed it in hes
panent applicanon: “Firss, It is short, Second. It is mot capable of
mspronuncision. Third, It does nor resemble anytbing im the ar
and cansot be sssocisted wich anyehing in the am exceps the
Kodak," Four years liter the whele enterprise was renamed the

Diespire the considerable sxp invalved = a Kodak camera
sodd for $24 and each roll of film cose $50, inchading developing =
by 1891, over & husdred chowsand Kodaks kad been sold and
Eastman was a weriously weilthy man. (A hf:lwn; hd'n'!nr, he
liwed with his moder im 2 y7-room ion with 12 bart i
Soon peaple everywhene were talking abour snapshods, originally a
Biritish shexoting term for a haseily execused shot. ls plsotographec
semie wars coined by the English sstranomer Sie John Henichel, who
alse gave the world che terms positiee amd megatfor i their
photographic semses.*

From the outser Eastman developed diwee crscial srransgies shar
have been the hallmarks of viemually every succeshs consumer-
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goods company since, First, he went bor the moass market, reasoning
that it was better b0 milke a litele mosey cach fhom a lot of people
rather than a lot of meney from a few, He also showed a treless,
ohspimve dedication o making het prodecs better and cheaper, 1n
the 1Rgas such am approach was widely pecarived a8 insane, I you
h:damumlulpmdmm yrﬂhmmi:wguhm&:
COMPEtitorn: <3md a wig ing beitor, yom
oat ot tried bo sguash them with bengehy patent fighss or other
bll.ll:liq tactics. What you certaindy did not do was create new
products thar made your existimg lines ohsolete. Eastman did.
Throughowt the lae rBgos Kodak miroduced a series of
imcreasingly cheaper, niftier cameras = che Ball's Eye model of
1896, which cost just $12, and che famos, slimline Folding Pocket
Kodak of 1RgE - before fimally im 1900 produacieg his curcks moded:
ﬁhnl*mh?::,ﬁ' n‘iﬂal.uu!rnn':duhﬂmrum;
l:l}mqt.h'-l.l ¥ SiX Exposanes per

‘What set Eastman apart sbove all was the breathtaking kavish-
ness of his advemising. In r80g alome, he spenit $750,000, an
untheard-of sum, cn advertising. Moreover ir was pood adversising;:
crisp, carchy, resssummgly rrusrworthy. Yo press the burton — we
dio e resr” ram the company ‘s frsy slogan, duss making a virme of
ity shorrcomings. Mever mind thar yow couldn't boad or unboad the
filen yowrseld, Kodak would do it for you. I ooy i fellowed with
anofheer clamic slogan: *If Ir lse't Am Exstman, b bin't A Kodak *

Kodak®s ssceens did mot micape other busimessmen. In Detros,
Henry Fard carried the ilea of mass marketing, @0 the ausommobsde
industry, creating in the Model T a car that was wichin the
purchasing power of almost everyone. He failed to follow
Easmman's second precepr, bowever, and millked his bModel T for
vears lomger than he should have, a misrake Ford's successors
Mdspﬁddnﬂdnmnhqmmmquhmmm
e ddes of sweady nefi and ment, ATET and
'ﬁ'nhndwuu.mmhqm“wpm:mhhbwmwuhﬂw
idea of creatimg a sream of new products, even at the rsk of
displacing old ones. Above all, everyone everywhere began to
advemise.

Adverrising was already a well-established phy by the
man of che reencieth cenrury, American mplpashndlng.m
cartying ads &5 far back as the carly 17008 and magazines had soon
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indowed. (Benjamin Frasddin has the diviscson of kaving ron the
first magazine ad, seelong the wheresbou of o rusewsy slave, in
|?|:]‘M:l;aﬁemhhﬂnﬁ:ﬂ&!ﬂww (=%
ﬁmﬂwlmm Iinugh:lh-ﬁ.l..cbmm
o buy advertiseng space rather than come up with creagive
campaigns. The firsc advertsing sgency in dee modern seme was
M. W. Ayer & 5ons of Philadelphia, esmablihed in 1869, To
Mmmpmlrnmﬂhmufmbwmﬂnmmm
mews, Thas a crntary newspaper that called inelf The
Adoertiser meant that it had boty of news, not oty of ads, By the
early sBood che serm had been sretched 0 accommadane the kea
of spreading the news of che availsbiliy of ecraim goods or
servioes. A mewspaper nodice thay read, ‘Jos. Parker, Hamer', was
exsencially announcing thar if anvone was in the markes for a har,
Joa Parker had duem. In e sense of perssading members of the
public to scquire ivems dhey might ot ocherwise thisk of buying =
ioems: they didn't know they needed ~ advertising is a phenoaenan
of the mochern age.

By the ifsos advertising was appeaning overywhere — in
nrwipapers and magatises, on billloards (g Americaniies dasing
fram 1870}, on the ndes of buildings, on passing strecocars, on
ppﬂhmmnnhﬁuﬁldnﬂdﬂ,.ﬂmmﬂdm
ll,:.l:mtbﬂ.ng_ iy used 25 an advermising within

dhres years.
Very early on, sdvertisers discovered the importamce of 2 good
. Ivory Soap's ‘99 4aico per ot pure” dates trom 187s.
Schiitz has been callieg esclf “the beer that made Milwaukee
tamous’ mnee 1855, and Hene's* 57 varietien” followed a pear lacer,
Maroa Salt"s “whin it raing, it pown’ dites from 1911, the
Americas Flarist Association’s ‘say it with Bowers' was firstssed i
reue aned e ‘good e che last drop’ of Maxwel] House coffes,
named fior e Marwell House Hotel i Mashville, where i ws fiesz
served, has been with ws since 5 gorr. (The shogan is said ro have
originared with Teddy Hoosevelr, wha pronoanced that the coffes
was ‘good to the lase drop’, prampring one wit to ask, *So what's
wrong, with the last dropi'}
Sometime: slogane wook a linle workang on. Coca-Lola
describied suelf as ‘the drnk that makes a pause rebreshing’ before
realigng, in 92y, that ‘the payss thas releeshes’ was rather more

aliz
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succinct and memorable. A slogan could make all the difference o
& product’s pecoess. After advernising its soap as an efficaciouns way
of dealing with “conspicuous nose pores’, Woodbury's Facal Soap
came up with the slogan "The skin you love to tonck’ and won the
hearts of millions.” The :&mﬁwtﬂmmwulhlrndﬁn‘t
have o be acourate to be effective. Heinz never achaally had *i7
m qflnyﬁlrkg.Th:ﬂ-ﬁummuunﬁfhtumH_]
mpany's founder, decided be [led the sound of the
number. Lhﬂnemdhgmuﬂu’m of verity, he had the slogan
dlapped an every one ol the prodocs he produced, which i 1896
was already far more than fifry-seven. For a time che company cried
wo arrange its produces into fiftry-seves arbitrary dusters, bt in

1965 it gave up the ruse abiogether and abandomed the slogan.
Early in the 1goce, sdvertisers discovered another perenalal
festure of marketing = the pheswary a5 ir was called almost from
the s Consumers soon became acquadnged with the irreslobly
tempting wotion that if they bought a particular product they could
expect a rewand — the chance o win prizes, w0 receive a free book
{almnost always cstensibly dedicated m the general improvement of
one's well-being bue imvariably a thinly disgused plug for the
manufacrarer’s range of products), receive a free sample, or a
rebate in the Form of a shiny dime. Typscal of the genre was & narn-
of-the-cenmary wene called The Vital Crrstion Cook Book, which
wad prometed as an sd to Bvelier mesls, bat which pooved wpon
receipt oo comrain 11 pages of recipes all mvolving the use of
Shredded Wheat, Many of these hiad a oertain air of desperation
abaoust them, mombly the *Shredded Whear Basowit Jellied Apple
Samdwich® and the ‘Creamed Spinach on Shredded Whear Biscuit
Toast'. Almost all in fact involved nothing more than spooning
o everyday food on o a piece of shredded wiveat and giving it
an inflated name, Moo the less, the company distribated no fewer
tham four million copies of The Vital Question Cook Book o eager

COHESUMETE.

But the great breakthrowgh in rwentieth-century adwvertising
came with the identificathon amd exploi of the American
consumer's Achilles heel: anwiery. Ome of the Brst m masrer the
formn was King Gilletee, inventer of the first safety rasor and one of
the most relemtless advertisers af the early 15005 Most of the early
ads feavared Gillervte himself, who with his fassy toothboush

1y
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moustacks a5d well-ailed hair looked more lile a corcwmse of &
Parisian weaster than a caprais of indusiry. After marting with a few
jaunty wrds showt the eaie and eonvesimes od the xadery ramar —
“Compdct? Rather!” - he plesgad ehe reader inso the heart of e
mener: "Whes you use my FRE0r you are exemgn from the dengers
char men afen encouncer who sflow their faces w come in commao
with brush, soap amd barber shop accesionies used on other
people.”

Here was am entirely srw approach o selling goods. Gilleste's.
ady were in effoct relling you this mot oady did there exisn & produc
chat you never previously suspecied you meeded, but of you dide'r
use it you woald very possibly anrac a crop of facial diseases you
never knew existed. The combinarion proved imesistble. Though
the Grillesre razor revadled bor @ hefoy $5 = half the aversge warking
man's weekly pay - they sold in their millions and King Gillette

became a very wealthy man. ool for a time, alas, Like
many others of his era, he with th iden of the
WMHMMM”MMNMW

Human Deift thas eventually he less consrol of his compasy and
meot of hiss formume.

By the rozos sdvernisers had so refined the art thar a consmer
conld scarcely peck up 2 magazine withoor being bombarded wich
unpertling queszions: ‘Do You Make These Mistakes in English?',
“Will Your Hair Stand Close Inspection?”, "When Your Guests Are
Gn-eﬁrr‘fmimq'fnuirwlnvmdm"lhnmﬁﬂutu.
rnulﬂmri:]pol'ish]. 'IﬁdeFﬂllummh‘I’M
Cheeks?', "Will There be a Vicrela in Your Home This
Christmasi™ The 19208 truly were the Ape of Asxiety. One ad
prctared a former ol champios, ‘mow only 3 withal enlooker’,
whess career had gane sowr because be had neglected his oech, i
Scott Toeswes mouneed & campaige showing & forlom:looking i
Buianrisman sinting on a park bench Beneath the bold capoon "A H
Serioms Buiiness Handicap — These Troubles Thae Come From J
Harsh Toiler Tissue®. Belonw thee picrare the rexy explained: ‘6% of

* The mean bumean ryaon ad of shem all dada'’s pose bl:luﬂpl.lru
the rewder’ s mmuriony: Ty | Wt | St Ihim.h:t Iiﬂﬂhm
i wus -originaied by the U ol M i Bdy.
18y
" —
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afl men and women over 4o are sulfering from some form of recal
rrouble, estimaies 4 prominent specialist connected with one of
Mew TYork's largest bospitals. “And one of the contributing
causes,' he stases, “is inferior toiker fizsue.” " There was almost
nothing that one coaldnt become unessy sbour, One ad even
asked: “Can You Buy a Radso Safely?" Distressed bowels were the
most frequent target, The makers of 5al Hepatica warmed: “We
rush oo mestings, we dash o parties. We are on the go all day long.
We exercize too lirdle, and we gar oo much, And, in comsequence,
we imypair ouf bodidy fumcrions often we recain fond wirkin us oo
long. And when that ocoars, poisons are set up - Aufo- Imfoxicalion
beging,®

In addizion mo the dread of aum-intoxicarion, the American
consamer Faced a positive assult course of other sewly minted o
rediscoversd maladies = pyorrhes, Balifosis (popolarized by
Listerine h-eglnuing i 1ear], drhlenss fuﬂl i@ term imvented by the
makers of Absarkmne Ir. in 1928), dead cwricles, seabbey tors, pon-
fpoor blead, vitamin deficiency (witaming had been coimed in 1912,
but the word didn™ ener the general American vocabulsry until
the 15e0s when advertisers reslized it soumded woeryimgly
scientthel, fallem stomack, tobecco brearh, dendng, and [BEOTTREE,
though Americans would have o wair until the pext decade for the
scientific identifcation of the gravest of personal disorders = body
osdiee, @ berm mvensed in 193 1 by the makers of Lifchooy soap and
so terrifyEng in its social consegoences thiat it was soom abbreviaced

1o & whispered BO.
The white-coxred technicians of American laboranories had moe
1 onby identified these mew conditions, but — miracalousky, it seemed
= had simubaneously come wp with cures for them, Amoag the
produces that were invented or rose to greatmess in this busy,
notisrodic decade were Cifex (For these deceased cuticles), Vek's
Vapo Bub, Geritod, Serutaw "Natares spelled backasrds’, as the
vosce-over abways said with soenewhat bewildering reassurance, as
if spelling & product's name backwards conferred somee medicinal
bemefit], Moxzema (for which read: "knocks ecrema’) Preparation
H. Mering tyﬁdmps and D Sectboodl's Foor Auds.® It Iru!:r Wl &n age
* Aopad, e, there peally wana Dy Sl Fis name wos Wil oo Scholl, be was g peal

v, penumicly dodhcasd 5 the e el beicg of doi, dnd wil proad of
hmi.limmqfumm:q wdn

aRg

162



Made i America
of miracles = ome in which yow could even cure 2 smokoer's cough by
amaking, so bong a3 it was Old Golds you smoked, because, as the
llng.m pl'\:l.lli]:f if somewhat unverathhully bogseed, they contained
Mot a comgh in & carload”, (As kate as 1955, LM was advertming
ity cagareites as “just what the docror ardered!’)

By rgay advemising was & $1.5 billion a year induitry in the
Unived Staes, and advertisang people held im such awe that they
were asked not oaly to masermind campaigns but even to name
the products. An ad man famed Henry M. McKinney, for instanoe,
named Keds shoes, Ko syru, Meadour Crodd bucrer and Uneeda
Biscwirs,"?

Product mames sended 1o clesrer arownd certain sounds.
Breakisn ceresls ofen ended in -ies [Whesiies, Rice Krispies,
Frosties); washing powders and detergents wended o be gravely
meanasyllsbec | Licx, Fab, Tide). It is often possible vo tell the era of &
produc’s development by i :nﬂin‘, Thus Fmdui:u dating from
the 1gaca and early 19305 often ended in -ax (Pyrex, Cures,
Kieenex, Windex) while those ending im -masoer | Miomaster,
Toasmaster) generally betray a lave 19308 or eadly 19408
genesis,'! The development of Glo-Cost floor wax in 1532 alsa
heralded the begmnang of American business's strange and long-
standing infamsaton with dliserane spellings, atrend that continued
with Kealemsom juice in 193 5, Reddi-Wip whipped cream in 1947
and many handreds of others singe, from Taestees Freez drive-ins o
Tops ‘R’ U, along with countless ochers with a Kusk, E-Z or U (2
in Whle- LN Wat) embedded in their tigles, The late o Gup0s W the
birth of a brbef vogue for endings in -matic, wo that car manafac-
narers had Seat-OhMatics and Cruise-(0-Matics, and even ficted
sheets came with Eqy-Maric Cormers. Some companies became
mﬂrduﬂmmmqpunfmmmmhiumu,hdl
special loadness for words ending i -om. The practice began wah
aplon = mamse thar was congocsed out of thin aar and owes nothing
o its chemical properties — amd was followed with Rirpoo, Dacror,
Orefoet gnd Tflom, ameng masy others, though in mose recent
years the company has abandoned the practice and moved imto
what might be called its Ster Trek phase with such imtergalactic

as T;ru'r-l. Kevdar, Somtara, Cordwrd, Nowmigx and

iud'l.u}mluwm&lnl e o thetir o

At o
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I American business has glven us more than our share af anxiery,
we may draw some comdfort from the thowghe thar business has
satfered anxicty of ns own protecring the names of those producrs.

Amdnuﬁdpﬂﬁﬂnxpmnhhﬁemmufptﬂzﬂmhiﬂd
mames. Every bosiness naparally wames 1o create s prodact thae will
domni mate s maarker, baiif that pwodtnmvﬁ:wmh:mdumuhﬂlhn
the brand name becomes mdtingmshable in the public mind from
dKPNJdI.H:I: irself — when people begin o ask for a ‘thermos' rather
than a “Thermos brand vacusm Rask” — then the term has become
generic and the owner faces the Joss of its crademark prosecrion, That
is why advertsements and labels 5o often carry faintly paranoid-
sounding lines like “Takasco is the registered rademark bor the brand
of pepper sauce muasde by McHlhenny Co.', and why companies like
Ceca-Cola sabler palprtations when they see a passage like this {from
Jeha Stenbeck’s The Wavaard Husl:

oyt she ey sy 249 Pepal-Cals.
‘Mo, = &

whﬁu;mtm - be's the same putf,
Vou can't sell them apaee ¥

An understandable measare of confusion exiss mﬂmj,ng the
distinition berween pasents and trademarks and between rade-
marks and crade names, A patent progects the name of the product
and its method of manefacnere for sevencesn years. Thus from
1895 t0 1911, no one but the Shredded Wheat Company could
make shredded whesr. Because panents requare manufacturers mo
divulge the secrers of cheir products and chas give rivaly the
opportanty o copy them, companies sometimes. choose not o
seek theeir provection, Coca-Cola for one has never been patented. '
Trademark is effectively the name of a prodisce, it bramd mawr,
Trade namie is the name of the manufacturer. 50 Ford is a rrade
name, Excort a trademark. Trademarks apply not just to names,
bur abso o drawings and other such symbals and depictions.
The MGM lion, for instance, is a trad k. Undike p
trademarks have indefinite protection in Amenica.

Fora I-nna time, it was felr thar this permanence gave the bolder
am anfadr adv Inax guensce, America did e enacr irs firss
trademark Law untl 1870, almost a cennury after Britain and even

287
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then the American liw win theown ot as uscossnmueional by the
Suprenss Courr, Lasnng reademark protecmion did net begm for
Americam companics wnml 188 1. Today the pumber of rrademardka
on wsoe in Amenica b someshing over 1 malliom, and is nesing by
abstiue ¥o,000 & Vear.

A good rrademark is almast incaloalably valuahble. Invincsble-
wneming brand mames do cocasonally fadier and fade. Pepsodesr,
Chrpdod, Safl Heparica amd Burma-Skave all omor sbood on che
mmhlﬂuufmm Faor the mosi pan,
lutrwever, omoe a produsct establishes a [position in a marker,
|lnrmrdmﬂrltfﬁ-n.|lrmdepmru.h1 |gl:ru|m‘.u.pmﬁ.bn:
categories, the company that owned the lnading, American brand in
tady soll has ¥ wday - Mabisoo in cookies, Kellogg's in breakfast
crreals, Kodak in film, Sherawm Williame in paint, Del Monze in
canmed frait, Wrigley's in chewing-pam, Smger in sewing-machines,
Ivory in soap, Campbell’s in soup, Gillere im razors. & well-
established brand name has a sor of self-perpemating power. As &
1951 amice in The Ecomomist noted: “In the ciegory of food
blenders, consumers were solll ranking General Electnic second reenry
years afeer the company had sopped making them.'™

&n estahlished brand name is so valuable thar only abour § per
ceng af the 16,050 or 0 new produos introdoced in Amenica esch
yedr bear all-new beamnd pames. The others are vanams on as
existingg prodiset = Thde sark Bleseh, Tropdeawa Tusisrer Light Frae
Joeders and g on. Among some rypes of produc a cermain glue s
evidemt. At List csune there wene 1xo types of branded breakfast
ceveal in America, Bn 1995, scoording eo an internacional bosiness
survey, the workl's most valpshle brand sas Marllboro, with 2
value extimaced at S40 billion, shghtly shead of Coca-Cela. Among
the nther top ven brasuds were Inrel, Kellogg's, Budweises, Fepsi,
Gillette and Pampers. Mescabé and Bacardy were the only loreign
campanaes to make the top ben, underlinag American dosinance
im brands."*

Huge amounts of efiort go into choosing brand names, General
Foods reviewed 1800 names before deciding on Dreanmdng '*
{And v purt this m proporcon oy ro think of just ten names for an
artificial whipped ceam.) Ford considered mom tham o000
poasible car names before finslly sertding om Edwel = whach proves
thar swch cage doesnr always pay = and Sundard Od 2 samilar

2kE

164



Ths Hard Sell: Advertisimg m America

mumber before it opred for Exzon, Somenmes, hawever, the mos
spccrsiful names are the resule of a moment's whinay, Benty
Crocker camee in a flash to an executive of the Washburn Croshy
Company {later absorbed by General Mills], who chase Beny
because b thought it sounded wholesome and sincere and Crocker
in memory of a belaved felbow execunve who had recenndy died. At
first the name was used oaly w sign levers responding 10
customers’ requests for advice or information, but by the 19508
Bemy Crocker's smiling, confideny face was nppu.ring Or MEeme
than ey pes u'l'f-.!wiprﬂdud.. and her leval fallowers eould bay
heer recipe books amd even visat her *kirchen” a1 the General Foods
headquariers,

Even greater etforts go into finding owr why people buy the
brands they do. Advertisers and marker researchers handy abou
terms like compornr dmalysis techwigue, persomal drive patterms,
Cramigian distribartions, fractals, and other such arcama in their
quest to winnow out every subliminal quirk of American baying
heabrins. They know, for instance, thay 4o per cend of all people wheo
e to 2 new address will also change their brand of toothpaste,
thar the average supermarker shopper makes fowneen impalse
decisions in each visit, that 61 per cent of shoppers will pay a
preminm for mayennaise even when they chink a chesper brand is
just as g:u:d.. bast that saly 24 per cent will show the same ]irgﬂr
lrranonal boyalry o frozen vegerables, To preserve a brand name
imvolves a certaim fussy attention m lingustic and orthagraphic
derails. Tiw begin with, the name is normally xpecied o be treaced
not as a nown bui as 4 proper tdpenhw--t]'ml:z.ihtn:nuahﬁ)uld b
follrwed by am explanarion of wha it does: Kleemex: facial trssues,
2-Tip cotton sapabs, fell-0 brand gelatin dessert, Samka bramd
decaffeinated coffee. Some rypes of produces — potably cars = are
granted an exemption, which explains why General Motors does
not hawe v advertise Coditlas self-druing suromobiles or the like.
In all cases, the name may not explictly describe the product’s
Fanctiom, chough i may hine an whar ir does. Thus Cofrperfane is
accepeable; Cogrpertan would not be.

The sinsation is mare than a lietle baarne, Having dome all chey
an to make their prodiscs b hold words, '} e Tust
then im their advernsements do all & chisie power o imply that they
aten't. Before trademark faw was dariBed, advertisers pﬁi‘hhr]f
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encouraged the public to treat ther producs o generics. Kodalk
invited consumers to ‘Kodak as you go', tarning the brand name
oo @ dangerously ambsgoous verb. bt would never do thar now.
The American Thermos Product Company went o far 44 o boas
“Thermos i+ a houschald ward”, 1o sis considerable coss, Donald F,
Duncan, Inc., the origmal mamuiacurer of the Yo-Yo, lost its
reademuark protection parely because it was amazimgly casual abour
capatabization in it own promotional hnetaraee, In case you dan’y
know what a vo-yo is. . " one of ris advenisements ran, suggesting
whear in commercial cerms Doncan did noc, Duncan also made the
elemendal erroe of declasmng, ‘W 8 lin'e A Duncan, 15 lss't s Yo Yo',
which on the face of it would seem a reasomable daim, but was in
facy beld by the comres oo be inviting che reader to consider the
product gemerse."” Kodak had lang snoe stopped saying 16 i ias'e
an Ezstman, it isn™t a Kodak'

Because of the confusicn, and occ 1 lack of fxsnidi -
anthe part of their owners, miny dosens of prodeces have loss their
wademark protecrion, among them aspirin, bmolem, yo-yo,
tharrivy, cellophane, milk of magresls, mmncograph, Lenolin,
celiwloid, dry ice, evcalator, shredded whear, keroseme and zipper.
Al were onde proudly capitalized and worth o foroune.

Owm 1 July 1941 the Mew York relevisiom smriom WHNBT-TV
interpupted it normal viewing to show, withouw comment, &
Bulova warch ncking. For sixty seconds the warch gicked away
mysseriously, chen the piowre faded and mormal programming
resmmeed. It wasn 't miach, bua it was the firss welevmsion commencial.

Bath the word and the idea were already well established. The
first comrmarrcinl = the 1erm was used From the very beginming — had
been broadoast by radio seation WEAF in New York on 28 Auguase
1qrE bt laseed for eicher ven or Efeeen minwres, depending on whack
wowrce pous credit. Commercial radio was not &n immediaoe hat. In
its firit two months, WEAF sold only 5§ 50 worth of air-ime. Bur
iy the mid- rg208, sponsors were ned andy flocking to huy air-tme
but paming their programmes after their produocts = The Lucky
Strike Howr, The AGF Gypries, The Lux Radio Theater and so
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an." Sich was the obsequicuines of the radio nerwocks that by
the early 19308 many were allowing the sponsors to take
complers amistic and producion control of the programmes.
Mamy of the most popular shows were achaally weitten by the
advertising agencies, and the agemcies seldom missed an oppor-
runigy 1o work a brvourable mention of the spoasor’s producs
into the scripes.

With the rise of relevmsion im the 19 704, the pracrices of the radio
era were ebfortessly mansberred to the new medium. Advertisers
insemied thelr names it the programme b — Teraco Sear
Theater, Gillette Cavalcade nfrspnds. Chesterfield Soumd-OHff
Time, The U5 Steel Howr, Kraft Telowsion Theatsr, The Cheay
Shouwr, The Alcoa Mowr, The Ford Star Jubilee, Dick Clerk's
Beechumr Show and the arrescing hybeid The Lux-Schiies Pliy-
bouse, which seemed to saggest a cosy symbsosis berween soap-
flakes and beer. The commercial dommance of programme otles
reached a kind of hysaerical peak wirh a peagra mme officially called
Your Kaiter-Frarer Dealer Precemts Kaizer-Frazer Advewtures m
Mystery, " Sponsors dudn't write the programmes sy longer, bat
they did imposs & firm coneral on che conpenes, most nocorisusly
during a 1g95s Plevhouse po broadcs of Judpemens at
Murermberg, when the sponsor, the American Gas Associagion,
managed to have all referenoes bo gas ovens and the gassing of Jews
removed from the script

Where commercial p|'lm‘|'|.|m of the late 19408 had s-nenml"h:
spunding names, those of the 19508 nelied incressingly on secret
mgredienss. Gleem wathpaste contained a mysterious piece of
abcheny called GL-7o. Consumers were never given the shightess
himt of whar GL-yo was, bt ivwould, according 1o the adwemsing,
not ooly roat odowr-causing bacteria bui ‘wipe out cherr
engymes!"

A kind of creeping illiteracy invaded advertising too, o the
dismay of many. When Winston began advertising its clgarcees
with the slogan “Winston tastes good like @ cigarerre should',

" For pusposs of roseich, | wioe b Peecer & Gamble, Gleern's manalamires,

isking whas GL-fo was, but the public el
cooIHE o W 1 ﬂm:-umﬁ"—mmmumm
ifd dechned m reply.

E1 1]
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natonally symdicated colummins like Sydney | Harris wrose
anguisked essays on whan the world was comisg w - every
educared person knew it sbould be *a5 o dgarere should' = but che
die was casc. By 1948 Ford was adverising thar you could ‘travel
smaath’ in @ Thanderbird Sunliner and the maker of Ace Combns
wan urging bayers m ‘comb it handsome” — 2 trend thar eonemnues
sy with 'pasdibcse that his yoe peal comforable’ and other
grammuncal masghngs roo numerous and depineing 1 dwell oa.

We may smile ar the adwermsing ruses of the 1y20 = mghtendng
people with e threst of ‘fallen stomach’ and *scalbby poes” = burin
fwcr wach creacive manspulation sl goes om, albear ar a slighdy
mrore sophisticarsd level, The Mew York Times Magazise repomed
m 1550 how an adventising copywriter had been robd to come up
with sc-mr impressive |abeks for o punative hand cream. She

d the g and healthdul ding rerm axygemating
moisturizers, and wrete accompanying copy with references to
“tiny babbles of oxygen that release moisture into wour skin®. Thas
done, the adverrising was rarned over to the company’s research
and development depanment, which was instrucred o come op
with 2 product that marched the copy.!®

If we fall for such commercial manipulacion, we have no one to
blame but ounehves. Whom Kentucky Fried Chichen mroduoed
“Exira Crispy” chicken to sefl alongside its “Original” chicken, and
mald it at the same price, sales were disappointing. But when s
adveriismg agency porsuaded o o promode ‘Exira Crispy’ as a
premsam brand amd fo put tbe price wp, sales soared. Much the
same sort of verbal bypnosis was put to work bor the benehi of the
fur mdustry, Dyed maskeat makes a perdectly good tur, tor those
whn enjoy cladding themsebves in dead animals, but the name
clearly backs itvle. The sohation was oo change the name 10 “Hudson
wal’, Paever mind that che material comtained not a simand of seal
fur. It sounded good, and sales skyrocketed,

Truch has seldem been a partculardy visible fearare of American
advertismng. In the early 19708, Chevrolet ran @ senes of ads lor the
Chevelle, boasting that the car had 109 advantages i keep it from
hecoming old befare its fime”, When booked inso, it tarmed ot that
these 10y vaunbed fratures included soch items s rear-view
mirpors, reversing bighti, balameed wheels and many other such
fenn thit were conmdersd pretty well basic to any car. Never

FLH
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mind; sabes soared. At abour the same tvme, Ford, not o be
ourdone, introduced a *limited edivion’ Merowry Monarch ar $aq0
below the normal bist price. I achieved this by uking $a50 worth
of equapment aff the standard Monarch.*!

And has all this deviousmess bed m a tightening of the rules
concemning what m allvwable in adverrising® Herdly. In 1988,
Willssm Liatz relaces in Dowbiespank, the msurance company Jobn
Hancock launched an ad campaign in which *real people in real
situarions” discussed their Bnamcsl predicaments with remarkable
candour. When a journalist asked to speak o these real people, a
company spokesman conceded thar they were gctors and “in thar
sense they are not real people’.  Duiring the 1982 presidential
elecion campaign, the Republican Matonal Commires ram a
television advertisement praising Presidest Reagan for providing
cost-of-living pay increases o federal workers ‘in spite of those
sticks-in-the-mud who tried o keep him from doong whan we
elected him to do”. When it was pointed oue that the increases had
in Fact been mandated by law since 1o77 and thar Reagar had in
any case three times tried o block them, a Republican offical

; ‘Since when is & commercial supposed o be
accurate?™ Quize.

In limguistic verms, perhags the most inceresting, challenge facmg
adwertisers today i that of selling products in an increasingly
malticulvaral socery. Spanish is & parmcular problem, mot jusc
becasse it 15 spoken aver such a widely scarmered area bur also
becanse it is spoken in so many ditherent forms. Brows sugar is
ey megrd in Mew York, atucar prasta mMum\muzmmm
in mouch of Texas, and azwcar pardo pretty moch everpwhere else™
—and that’s just one word. Much the came bwulﬁmn.g multipliciry
applies to many ctiers. Ino guence, emharr are alll but
inevicahle.

In mainstream Spanish bickos means msects, bat in Paerto Rico
It mecars geaticled, so when a pesticide maker promised 1o bring
death to the bicho: Pueroo Rican comsamers were at beast bemused,
if moe alurmed, Much the same happened when 2 maker of bread
nrf:rmlmuu_nmhi as un ballo de par and discovered that 1o

Biami of Coban extraczion that means a
woman's pr.wlu p.m:. And when Ferdue Chickens transtsed irs
slogan “Iv takes a rough man o make a render chicken' into

bt
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Spanish, it came out as a slightly less macho: ‘It takes a sexually
excited man to make a chick sensual.’®’
Never mind. Sales soared.
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The Movies

In 1857, in one of those instances of one thing leading to another,
the railway tycoon Leland Stanford and a business crony were
lounging with drinks on the veranda of Stanford's California stud
farm when the conversation murned to the guestion of whether a
galloping horse ever has all four hoofs off the ground at once.
Stanford was so sure that it did = or possibly didn'e; history is
unclear on this point — that he laid his friend a bet of $25,000. The
difficulry was thar no marter how carefully you warch the legs of a
galloping horse you cannot tell {particularly, we might suppose,
when rouhawhadanumbﬂofhnksundwvn:nda] whether the
horse is at any point momentarily suspended in air. Determined to
find an answer, Stanford called in his chief engineer, John D. 1saacs,
wha in urn summoned the services of the photographer Eadweard
Muybridge.

Muybridge was a self-created exotic (his real name was the
rather more plebeian Edward Muggeridge) and an accomplished
landscape photographer, though in 1877 his fame rested chiefly on
having managed to get himself acquitted of murdening his wife's
lover in one of the more sensational cases of the age. Isaacs and
Muybridge deployed rwenty-four cameras along a racerrack and
with the aid of trip-wires executed a series of photographs of a
horse galloping past. This had two effects. It proved beyond
question that 2 galloping horse does get all four hoots off the
pround, and for guite a lot of the rime, and it marked the beginning
of motion picture phorography.'

9%
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Maotion psctares of a type had been around since the lae
eighteenth cemmory. Usually they imvolved cat-owt sithouetbes,
pictures painted on drcs or cylinders or some other such simple
device, which could be back-lir and spus 1o throw a moving image
aon o 3 wall or screen. Despite their primitiveness these carly
devices went by a variety of schenrifically impressive names: the
Wﬂﬁmﬂp‘ ||!-r uu'ma.l‘om:!pt, the s ithe

ph ope, the stroboscope. Inspared by their ling nven-
nm Muybridge constructed 4 projecior of his own and called
i & soopraxizcope, Soon other similar devices were Sonding the
market: the mutascope, the ki cope, the k wriaph,
the rhearragraph,
Mloflhuhidmnd-:ﬁ-m Enrnlnlrﬂ'lnﬂhrfn:kdoﬂ
siTinging tog s of still , a process that
required either a lat of cameras or carcful orchestration of
moverents on the part of the subjeces. Whar was really needed was
mh;ﬁhThﬂmuEdjmﬂwhimlluthmnmprmiﬂeit-
or ax leass as che man to provide the man to provide it. He gave the
task to a young Scotiman in bis employ named W, K. L. Dickson,
Dicleson [who would later go on to fownd Biegraph, one of the firss
Hallywood stodics) sradied the compertitors” machimes, considered
the phﬂlnh and in short order devised am entire mation pichare
system, the firse in the world (which perhaps makes him the crue
fasher of the movies), The camera was called a kinefograph, the
projection device a kimetascope, and the Alms thus made were
kmetophones. (| menton them specifically because books of flm
history sometimes confisse them.) Nothing thar Dickson came up
with was particularly new. He essenvially par rogether, albeit in an
ingemious way, existing cechnologies.

Edmson didn’t envision kinetophone viewing as a shared, pubhc
experience, bar rather as 3 home emertainment syseem — and one
whose primary purpose would be no provide an exira, incidensal
uase for his recently invented phosograph. Some of the early motion
pictuses even had eound. (What showed the progress of sound
movies wasn't the problem of synchromzsnon but of amplifica-
tion.) He suspected the whale ﬁquclmuMaﬂd
had so biethe conBdence in it that he wm’:fﬂ
on an international patent, to his huge eventual cose.”

Thee firs public demonsration of Dickson's new sysem was on
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MIMﬂuiﬂg spelbed ke, In Germany, meanwhile, the
brothers mile Skladanowsky developed dheir Bakop,
n America to Bicscope. And in England Robert Faul
imvensed che Theatrograph of Astmatograpbe, which was as
technically sophisticared as the other raxg, but Failed ro prasper and
soii dropped from contention.

At last i dawned on Edison that there was money ro be made in
the Alm game. Unable o imwent his own projemian system, he did
the next best thing. He bought one and claimed to have invented at.
The system was in fact the mveation of Thomas Armat. The only
thing Edison inveneed was the name: Vitareope, Armar based his
system on Edison's kinetophone, bur improved it subscantially.
Ohve imp: wis the adds of a small reel that gave the flm
amiheer loop, Called the Larhaw loop after iis American mventurs,
the brothers Crweay and Greg Latham, in didnt look much, bur it
transformed the history of the movies. Before the Latham loop,
movies of mare than a minate ar so were impossible because the
fitm would so often break. The Latham boop exsed the tension on
the film and in doing so made it possshle 1o create Alms of moee than
# hundred feer. For the firse tinse real movies, with plots, were

possble.

The firse publsc display of this new wonder was on 23 April
18ob, &5 an added arcraction bevween live shows ar Koster and
Bial's Music Hall nnl'!um' Fouarth Sereet and Broadway (a sive row
qmlpedhfil:cys!l Mot having enough films of his own o show,

Edsson illegally copied some of the Lumiére brathers' l:.llgr'lmrk:.“
Matron proturs was coined in 1591, but wasa't used much at first.
The earliest movies were called life portrayali or mechamically
reproduced themire entertaimment, though by the end of 196
peophe were calling them mowmg pictires and by the early 19008
had shoreened this almose everywhere 1o momes (though wnnl as
Eate as the 19208 people sometimes seferred o them as mose
ploysh, People who ook the peoures were called camarrian,
Camevaman didn't eccwr 1o anyone until 1905,

The Brit real movie = that is.on:w'i!ha:lnzpﬁrle- was The
Great Train Robbery by Edwin 5. Forter, who had begun in the
Edison snedios in Paterson, Mew Jersey, as a general handyman and
camerist before nising vo become hesd of producrion. Rapning
eleven mimues and containing fourteen scenes, The Grear Train

and

The Mowies

14 Apail 1894, on Brosdway in New York, Despine an sdmission
charge of twenty-five cents, people lined wp sroand lh-ehlu.:&fm
the chance v take a look at chis marvellous new peep-show ! [The
invention may have been new, bt the word wasn's; peep-shon had
first been used in 1861 in reference o kinematoscope viewers.)
Projecred through fifry-font loops of film, each kinetophone show
lasted mo meore than a minoee and somenmes as licde &5 sixeen
m with obvious conseguent Limitanions on narrave Fwsj-
bilaties. That the camera which recorded the moving images
welghed 00 Ib. and was the sze of a modern refrigerator aceed as a
further desetremt to adwemturous scenarios. As a resule, the first
kinctophane Blms comsiseed of mmple amusements: quick vande-
ville narms, pratfalls, dancing bears and - something of a surprise
hit — a brief bug lively feanare calbed Fred Cur's Sneese (Fred O
being an Edison employee), which has the distinction of being the
first copyrighted maotion picture.,

The shorcoming of the kinetoscope was char it could be viewsd
by only one person st a oime, Unwilling or unable o soe s
potential, Edison failed to exploir his kead scart and was soon left
behind in the hant far 8 projection system that would allow motios
picrures m become a sh experience. Rival systems began w0
sprour up everywhere, particularly in Ewrope where there were no
copyright problems thanks co Edison's maserty failure o secare a
patent. [n ane of the more inmiguing developments, an inventor
nameed Louis Aimé Augustin ke Prince briefly excired Paris in 1890
by demoastranmg a fully developed system in which moving hlm
was projected on to a siveen to the delighe and astonishment of an
invited audience, Shorely after this acclavmed performance, le
Prince left his house on some errand and was never seen agaan.
Another invensor in Parss, ome Jean Leroy, thereupon demon-
scrated @ rival :r:u'm. agam 1o grear acclaim, and lhkewise
mysteriously vanished.*

Mot until 1895 did anyone ebse crack the problems of prajecting
film. Then im quick succession came three workable systems, all

independently. One was the chdmtographe, invented
by the brothers Auguste and Lowis Luemitre. From this evolved
bath the French and Bridsh words for the movies a5 well as such

termis 4% cimeoatography, cematographer and, maoch larer,
Craerasma, The word accasionally |pp¢ﬂndir| America in che earky
97
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Robiwrywas sotonly eevolathonary in its sophisticaned ediring and
pacing, bus alsa in its coment, It was boch the frst oriee movie and
the first western = thaugh thar word wouldn't become general unal
abaut 1928; before thar they were MOUTES OF QUM GPETaE —
and the first 1o explone the exciting pudhuladnnimlmtmmt Tl
was & sensation. The excieement it generated and s sense of
wondrous novebry are difficulr ro conceive now. When one of the
chiaracrers fired a gun ar the camera, many members of the sudience
gasped and recoiled. (This may noc seem quite so ridiculows if yoo
pauss o n:ruh:lﬂ'}mrm ﬂ:spnnnerh: Firsr rime pou saw 3 30
movie,) A few even fainced. It became ome of those things thar
smply everybody had o see.

Almost overnight movies went from being a craze to a compal-
siam. By 1901 people everywhere were flocking to store theatres {so0
called because they were usually set up in vacant stores) or
urckelogeons, where viewers were treated o half an bour of
escapiam for 3 nickel. Mickefodeon had been used as 2 word for
pecp-show arcades since 1888, though the first purpose-buile
cinema, in Frttsburgh, stybed trsell mot a nickelodecn, but a Nicoler,
Within rawe weeks of the Micolet's opening, people were Bocking 1o
thee eheatre from eight i the moming until midmpght o see Edwin 5.
Poreer's sensational Gréat Trasm Rolbery, and the proprietofs
were clearing profies of $1,000 a week.

By 1906 there were a thousand nickelodeons all over Amerlca;
by 1907 five chousand. Film was designed o ran a0 a speed of
sixteen frames per second, but mickelodeon operatoss quickly
discovered thar if they speeded things up a linde they could get in
more shows. For millions, srcending the nickelodeon became a
kind of addiction. By 9ol Mew York Cicy’s waowie theaires — the
word had been coined the year before; in 1914 it would be joined
by o bowses ~ were clocking up roo,000 s every day,
including Sundays when they were required by law o be closed,
Many pon-mavie-goers comsidered the phenomenon alarming if
mot distasteful, This was partly because of the mildly risqué nanore
of some of the shows — within two weeks of Edison launching the
first kinerophone parlour in 1894 some enserprising oppormuanise
was offering 8 peep-show called Doloria i the Passion Dance,
which was nor rerribly titillaring by modern stapdards but was
cereainly 3 step up on Fred O’ Smeeze — and partly because the
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movies agpracted a disproportionate namber of bvwer-class immi-
grants (for whom language problems often made other, more
werbal forms of entercainment impracrical), and anyrhing that gave
pleasure 1o lower-class immigrants was a by defnition
wupeCT, quwuah-ohumnfmmhlrglmwlituunpe
semse that going mo the pictures was w smamoral and
conducive o idleness — and authorites often hmi sudden, us-
prompeed parges on the early movie houses, as in 1508 when Mew
Yook Mayor Geonge B. MecLellan arbicrarily ordered shut all 5 g of
thar ciry's establishmems for no real reason other than thar he
didn't like them.*

The word mowies even began to take on 3 slightly unsavoury
tone. bn 1972 astudio called Essanay inwited fans o come up with 2

r name. The winning entry was phofoplry. It never caught on

a5 a word htdmwtnm,htn&dbmnmlhnam:dahjﬂr
succexsful magazine.® {Hollywood's curious disdain of the word
muovies is reflected in the decadedly inflated title of s moss vauneed
Imstirution: the Academy of Motioa Ficture Arts and Sciences.)

As movies became increasingly sophisticated chey developed an
argot to describe the new production technigues — close-up (1913,
por e | 1 3], fade-im and fadie-ou (19 08), dissodor (n920), rrailers
(earhy 1zos), and capiions {1go7), sbritles or fitles (1o 3] Bor the
frames of dialogue or explication that were inserved into the
Film an imnervals vo expiain the action. Some were used o often d&::
they passed into the Langnage as stock phrases, pocably ‘comes
dawn’ and ‘meazwhile back at the ranch”. " Trailers were so called
because im the early days they folbowed, or trailed, the main flm,
Many oaher movie words were taken Hum:}ui:lgg.jhpﬂi&l'u
avaudeville term. bt described two sticks thar were bierally sbapped
togethet off-stage 1o sccennaase an on-stage pravfall (prar bemng an
old shang rerm for the burrocks). Haw actor, first recorded in 1875,
alludes to the practice of lesser performers having 0o use ham far
rather than cold cream 1o remove their make-up, Soon & second-
race acror was knowm ag 2 bamfarter; by 1oox he was just o bam,
Girips, the berm for scemery shifiers, was alseo oniginally a theatrical
rerin. They were 30 cafled because they gripped the sers and props

By 1924 the movies had become not only America’s most popular
o
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actors that they enscted an ordinance forbidding the erecoon of
furrher snudios. 50 in fact Hollywood has never really had & film
industry. The srudios thar began o dot the landscape in the
following years were all elsewhere — in Colver Ciry, Edendale,
Boyle Heights, Burbank, Samta Monica, indeed slmost anywhere
but Hollywood. As late as 1913, when Cecil B. de Mille flmed The
Sguasy Mam in a stads at the cormer of Sunset Boulevard and Vime,
Hollywood was 3 country hamber.'? Hollywood Boubevard was
not yer 50 pamed - indeed it was just o dir road, Mone the less, by
;p:;ﬂbﬂyﬂwﬂ'hlﬂbﬂmm:mg:ﬂﬂi:unmﬁmdumﬂ:
business that neighbouring communities scrambled to associate
themiselves with s magic, lvanhoe and Prospect Park reincospo-
rated a5 Eamr Hollywood and Lankersheim became Momb
Hallywood."™ Lanrelwood, not w be owrdone, rransformed icelf
inta Saadio City.

Beverly Hills, the other southern California name that most of us
automatically associate with the movies, and more particularly
with mrowie stars (3 term coined in 1919, was likewise named on
whim. [t was chrisrened in 1907 by a property developer, who
named his 3,200-acre housing development (although it had just
ane house at the timve) Beverly Halls after his hometown of Beverly,
Maszachasens. It became especially Bashionable wich the sears after
Mary Pickford and Dipuglas Fairbanks marmed in 1920 and moved
|n|'un5wq'1y Hills mansion r]'ufa.ﬂad?ﬁfa

In 1917 the Motion Prchare Patents Company was declared an
illegal carvel and ordered 10 disband, b bardly marered. By that
timee, Hollywood [and from here on in | am using the wrm
generically] all bur owned the mavie business. it is & curious fact
wumkmwkuﬂiunnlpbunmmnﬂmdalmwcnrkdr
by non-Americans, Apart from back Sennett and Mary Pickford
{who were in any case both Canadian), the early studios were run
by @ small band of men who had began life From srikingly similas

: they were all eastern European Jews, poor and
umeducared, who had left Europe in the same decade (the 1880,
and had established themaelves in the Mew World in mosty lowly
trades before they all abruptly — and imstinctively, it seems -
abandoned their careers in the first decade of this century and
became seized with the opporrunities to be found in the
nickelpdeon business.

[
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form of entertainment, but s ffth biggest industry, and people
everywhere dreamed of making it big in Hollywood. How a dusty,
misnamed southern California hamler thar never had much 1o do
with the making of movies became indelibly fixed in the popalar
consciousness as the home of the entertainment induastry (5 a story
thar vakes & lirde velling.

Let's scars with the name, Hollywood never had any holly or
even much wood 1o speak of, Originally called Cahuenga Valley, it
was principally the site of 2 ranch owned by 3 Mr and Mrs Harvey
Heni Wilcox. The more romantic name came after Mrs
Wilcox, on a trip badk eass, fell into a conversation with a stranger
o a train and was so taken with the name of her mew
acqualntance’s summer home, Holfywrood, that she decided m
renarme the ranch. That was m 1887, and in the geoeral cowrse of
things thar would very probably have been thar, Hollywood would
have been an anonymaous piece of semi-arid real escare waiting 1o be
swiallowed ap by Los Angebes,

But berween vood and 1913 something else happensd. Many
small independent film companses began moving to sowthern
California, amang them the Selis Company, the Mestor Film
Company, Biograph and Mack Sennent’s Keyssane Sudios {fram
which of course would evenmally come the Keystone Kops
mavies). Partly they were drawn by the weather, which would
permit year-round flming without a lot of expensive lghting.
{Early “studios’, if it's not too moch to call them that, wene mostly
in the apen air, with even interior scenes shot on stages that had
backdrops but no roofs.) More crecally, they were also teving 10
escape the threats, legal and physical, of the Monen Pictures
Patents Company, a consortim of eight studbos bed (inevitably) by
Thiomas A, Edison. The MPPC had been trying for some years o
gain monopoly control of the movie business and had developed
increasingly aggressive tactics 1o enconrage oo -t:vron 1 JOII'I the
consortiem and pay its hlf'rﬂmmg fees, lis
negatiagions was to send in a parry of thugs with b It hnm
Hemce the appeal of a locale rwo thowsand mikes away on anacher
CORS.

Omly one of the stadios actually serup in Hollywood, the Mestor
Film Company in tei1. Locals were so upset at the sedden
appearance of ramshackle flm sets and the fowche appearance of
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Teis maost odd, bur consider: Louis B. Mayer of Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer was a scrap merchant from Lithuania. The Hungarian-borm
Adolf Zokor of Famoos H:Fniru.dimwamimmulhuu
furrier. Samael Goldwyn of the Goldwyn Picture Company was a
plove salesman from Warsaw., Carl Laemmle, founder of
Universal, was a German wha had run a dothing store in Oshkosh,
Wisconun., Wilkam Fox (real name Wilkedlm Fried) was a
Hungartan who warked i the garment indastey before founding
Fox Ficrures. Joseph M. Schenk, creator of Twentieth Cennary
Productions, was a Russian-born. fairground showman and
pharmacist. The Warnes brochers — Albert, Harry, Jack and 5am —
were from Poland amd had sorked at variows, mosdy menial jobs.
Mone had any link o the encertainment mdustry. Yes in the firse
years of the century, as if answering an implanted signal, they all
migrated to Mew York City and became invalved in the
mickelodeon business — some as owners of nickelodeon parlours,
some as makers of films. In the second decade of the cenrury,
amother sagnal sppears to have gone off in cheir heads and dhey
decamped en magse o Hollpawood. Some onderstandable con-
busion exisrs concerning Samuel Goldwyn and Merro-Goldwyn-
Mayer. Though his name accouns for the maddbe inanial in MGM,
Goldwyn was never part of the company. He sold ot to the Metro
studios and Louwis B. Mayer in 1924, and was astonsshed
dhscover that they took his name with them — thaugh that was na
mote than Goldwyn himself had done. The Goldwyn Picnare
Company was pot in facr named for Goldwyn, bar rather he for it
His real namse was Schmuel Gelbfisz, choagh for his first chirry years
in America he had called himself = perhaps a linde unwisely =
Samuel Galdfish. Goddwyn was a portmanteau af the names of the
studia’s two founders: Samuel Goldfish and Edgar Sebwyn. It
wasn’t until 1518, tired of being the butt of endless fsh-bowl jokes,
that be mamed hemself afeer his corporation, Afeer the MGM
takeover, he had 1o go to coun to win permission 10 cOMnue
making movies under the Goldwyn name.

e would be |'||.|r|'|'r|' ir mildly o say thar Goldwyn never entirely
mastered the nuances of English. Though many of the expressions
artributed o him are apocryphal = e pever, for instance, said toa
pretentious director who wanted to make a movie with 2 message:
“If you want to send a message call Western Umion® — he did acrually
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say ‘1 was on the brink of an abscess’, “Gentlemen, include me our’,
and “You've bitten the hand of the goose that laid the golden egg’.
Wamed thar o Broadway pction to which he had scquired
rights was "a very caustic play’, be shot back: °I don't give a damn
b maach it coses.” And a chose Friend swore thar once when they
mnwlﬂqmlbﬂ:ﬂiw&uhuﬂm Lmkntﬁ:‘nli,
Galdwyn scopped in has tracks and ceplied in all seriousness, “How

do you kmow they're non boys?' He had a pamicular gife for
mangling names. He always referred to Mervpn Leltoy as *Moiphy”
LeRoy, 1o Preston Srerges as ‘Prestom Sturgecn’ and, eo his
unending annoyance, 1o Emst Fegee as ‘Faggoey'."

Mot jast the stodic chiefs, bar directors, compogers, art directars,
musicians and actors were 2 oftem as mot foredgnees working in this
guinsessentially American medium. The 1938 movie The
Adventures of Robim Hood, for imstance, starred a6 Ausrralsan,
Erml:lF];m amd an Eﬂiﬁmmbﬁjlmhmmdhmﬂbri
Hungariam, Michael Curtiz, scoted by a Crech, Erich Woligang
Korngold, snd had sers designed by a Pole, Anton Gror, Comsider

the backprounds of just a few of those who made Hollywood pulse
im ies early years: John Ford (born Sean O°Fearna) was Irish, Grera
Garbn Swedish, Charlie ﬂliril-lﬂ Altred Hitchoock, Cary Gromt
and $tan Laurel Englsh, William Wyler Alsatian, Billy Wilder
Hungariam, Frank Capra lalian [ax beasr by birth), Fred
Zinnemann and Erich Von Stroheim Ausirizn, and Ermse Lubitsch
Gerinan, Mever has an industry been more interfational in s
compasition of more American in (s owtpur,

As the years passed studios endlessly formed and reformed.
Mutual, Reliance and Keystone amalgamated into the Triangle
Film Comoranoa, which, despite having America's three leading
direcrors — . W, Griffich, Mack Seanest and Thomas H. Ince —
soof went uider. REA:n.dr]!Kﬂlhl:Irpizum theatre chain
wamed up 1o form RKO. Joseph Schenk's Twentieth Century
Pictures and William Fox's Fox Film Corporation merged imto
Twentieth Century-Fox. Many mare fell by the wayside: Srar,

iograph, General F'lhlnl‘l!m'ﬂ:eﬂismﬂbmplny. But
Hallywood imelf wenr from screngrh o soremgeh, @ling the world
with a distimctively American mix of glamour, advennare and
muaral commade,

If che stars hadn's changed their rames already, the studios often
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did it for them to make them At more neatty into the pleasantdy
homogenized heaven that was Hollywood. Names were changed
for almost any reason — becaose they were voo dull, veo exone, not
exonic enough, o long oo shor, wo ethow, oo fewish,
Generally, it must be said, the srudio bosses knew what they were
rioing. Who ater all could irrl.zp'“ Jd'm w:.yne as Marion
Morrison or Judy Garland as Frances Gumim or Mary Pickford as
dowdy Crladys Smith? Spangler Arlingron Brugh 15 2 name for a
jumdior high schiool woodwork weacher; change it vo Robert Taylor
and you are already halfway to stardom. Archie Leach might pass
muster as the kid who delivers groceries, but if yoo wanr a man of
thie world its got to be Cary Grane. Doris Kappelhoff 15 the 200 b,
chocoholic who baby-sits your lirdle brother; Doris Diay dares the
quarterback, Even linde Mortimer Moase had his name changed o
Mickey just four years after his creation in 1923,

In the very carly days of the movies stars hadn’t had o change
their names because they weren's aliowed any, at least not as far as
their fans were concerned. Until the second decade of the cenvury
acrors and aciresses weren's billed at all, For years Mary Pickford
was known only as “Lirtle Mary” and Florence Lawrence as ‘the
Biograph girl”. Then, as producers realized that audiences were
drawn b" certain faced and even nﬂuu[ﬁl‘mqilkiu;, ihl!j' bei.'ln
billing mot just the featured playess, bar also directors and even
sometimes cameramen. The first actress o have her name changed
for purposes of enhanced aura (sex sppeal wouldn't come into
general use undil che 19408) is thought 1o hawe been one Theodosia
Goodman from Cincinnat, Secking a persona better suited to hey
dark, exotic bocks, someone ot the William Fox Company in 1914
played around with the words Arck and dearb (goodness knows
why those rwo) and came up with Theda Bara. Soon all the studios
wiere af it Among the stars who found immoetaliny with someone
else's name, we can count the following. [Their onginal names ane
on the right.)

Rudolph Valentine  Rodolphe 4'Antongaolla

Joan Crawiord Luscille Le Sucar

Al Jolsca Asa Yoleson

Bert Lahe Isidore Lahehewm

Paul Muni usi Wesenfreund

Gilberr Redand Luks Amnenie Damese De Alomzo
o3
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Laucen Bacall Betey Jean Perske

Tony Curtis Bernard Schwarz -

Jack Benny Benny Kubelsky

Barbara Samwyck  Ruby Srevens

Veromica Lake Constance Ockleman
Susan Hayward Edyth Marrener

Fredric March Fredenck Bickel

Diom Ameche Daminie Amic

Red Buttons Aaron Chwar

Ed Wynn Isaiah Edwin Leopold
Mebvyn [ouglas Melvyn Hesselberg

Kirk Douglas [ssur Danieloviech Demsky
Lee |. Cobb Leo Jacoby

June Hawver Juoe Stovenour

Rira Haywaorth Margarita Carmen Cansino
Cimnger Rogers Virgmia McMath

Mickey Rooney Joe Yule, pun.

Jame Wyman Sarah Jane Faulks

John Garheld Julius Garfinkle

June Allyson Ella Geisman

Dranny Kaye Dravid Cramie! Kaminsky
Sterling Hayden Seerling W, Relvea

Rock Hudson Roy 5¢

Cyd Charisse Tula Ellice Finklea

Troy Donahue Merle Johnson

Anne Bancroft Anna Maria Iraliano

Jerry Lewis Joseph Levitch

Dhean Martin Dino Croceri

Tab Hunter Andrew Arthur Kelm
Virgimia May Virgima Jomes

W, C. Fields W, C. Dukmbeld

Clifton Webb Webb Parmeles Hollenbeck
Dovothy Lamour Dorathy Kaumeyer

Heddy Lamour Hedwig Kicslee

Walter Matthan Walter Mattaschanskayasky
Bons Karloff William Pratr

And, no, I don't know why Boris Karloff was thoughr to be an
improvement on Bill Prart,

In 1926, two new terms entered the language: Movietone from the
Fox studios and Viiaphone from Wamer Brothers, and sound
movies were on their way. Both employed music and sound effects,
but not speech. The talkies (often also called the speakies in the
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early days) would have to wair dll the following year and the
weleane of The Jazr Stmger, though even it was oaly panly speaking.
The firss all-alking film, a gangster fearare called The Lights of
New York, came in 1938, lhm;u:lrn the quality of sound

complicsted to make,

As the industry evolved through the 19208 amd "y05, still more
words were created to describe the rypes of flms Hallrwood was
maaking = cliffbanpers, uwepies, sobbies, tearjerkers, spane- chillers,
wrsknls..mu[l-anrl to denate the I.'rplrsul:mluon affer. A
characver who wepe a bov was & bear bucker, An actress dn a
meclodrama was 2 fimger-aoriuger. A villain was of coarse 3 badiie.
Many movie rerms, particulacly portmanteas words like
cinemmarstro and cinemactress and fractured spellings like Laff and
iz, originased or were widely popularized by the bible of the
meovie bssiness, the newspaper Viristy. Many were shore-dived.
aits oera for & western,, clicko Tor a success, bookritic, sighe ball
far a fxihare and many sach cahers died in infancy. Scores of others
have prospered in the wider world, notably whodumit, tieis,
m&m{hamLMM[lw&dm
derivarion], belly kaugh, sewscaster, to scram and pashover.

Behimd the scenes, the development of increasingly sophisticared
equipment brought a rash of new terms: serims, flags, gobos,
shypans, miky dinks, contwry stands, fying rigs, match boxes, upes
and other ascane apparamus, A gobo is a type of black scroen (no
one seems o know why it is so called), a skypan is a big lighe, an
ﬂydﬂlauﬂlm.mdambuwamluﬂ .ﬁs.:rm-;

wype of light diffuser. Such ed ir
jncl.:p.E:
I#MMM u!rmlgfm

strange and intriguing job ti
mafiers, best bays, supervising 3
post-punch o _,a.mw _udmm.ﬂqlﬁf#[ammk
cion of , originally a sarcastic term for an old person) is
the head elecmician. Best boy is the chief electrician’s chief
assistant. fuicers are those who move ebectrical equipment around.
mmmammnlmm;mm»uwmm

1" to panches and the ‘gerdoings!” to ricochering bullets. It
is named for Jack Foley, one of the great sownd recordists.
Supervining drape is the person in charge of drapes, rugs and other
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suchi i ohjecrs. An irbe i &N 5 35 =
are wha drans the frames between the main action Frames. Swmg-
gangs ase those who build ar eebuwild sees overnighe. Wranglers
handle the animals, or indeed any living crearures. “Cockroach
wrangher” bas been recorded im the credots of at beast one flm, As
you will have gathered, often the ritle is more impressive than the
wob, and nowhere perhaps mote so than with the post pumch
supervisor, whose responsibilicy essentially is 1o ook afrer the
plraccapying.

With s0 many exotic professions involved it is lirtle wonder dhat
the credms nowadays seem o roll on for ever, The longess credit
yeu, for Wia Frased Roger Rabbir?, acaally go on foe juse six and
a half minutes. Even su, they managed to salwte 763 creative ansts,
techmicians and other comributors — and thar was without
mennioning Kachbeen Turner, the voice of Jessica Rabhin, who
opted not o be credited.

Huge amounts of effort and emotion go into deciding the aeder
of billing for movie stars — whether the name goes above the tide,
whether w is larger than the ricle and by what and 5o om.
Whnhﬂlﬂ:wmumﬂ&mﬁd}tmnsmd im The Towerng
Injermo, the problem of which of these saperstars was o enpoy top
billing led to protracted megotiatsons berwoen agemts and pro-
ducers, Evenrually it wag decided that Newman's name would take
bower than McQueen's, a practice that has been followed and
elaborated on 1o the point of wedium in movie posters and
dmumnﬂdlmwwhtgjﬁﬂrwpmnﬂwlhﬂ
the Hallywood nity by ng The Man With the
Galdes Armi 2 AthOﬂumer’ Mo one had ever
digplayed such andacny before, and few have failed to engage in it
since. Occassonally a director i 5o miffed with the handling of 3
filmn in post- production that he demands to have his name removed.
‘The Dhrecsors Guild hit on the convemtion of crediting such
disowned movies w0 the fabled and wholly ficional Allen Smithee,
whao is thus responsible for such classics a3 Ghost Fever, Studet
Baodier, Morgan Steweart's Coming Homie, City in Fear, 3 Whimey
Husron video and some two dozen other efforts.™ The altimate in
sereen credies, thowgh, was almost cemainly the 1939 production of
The Taming of the Shreew, scarring Douglas Fairbanks and Mary
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Pickford, which contained the memorable line: By William
Shakespeane, with sddinonal dislogue by Sam Taylor,"* Possibly
the most choderic credin line appeared on che 1974 movie The
Taking of Pelbam 123, which concerned the hijacking of a Mew
York subway crain and finished with the closing B “Made
withowt amy help wharsoever from the New York Transport

Awgthority.

Mo discassion of the lexicon of Hollywosd would be complete
withour ar beasr 3 passing mention of the Oscars and how these

den staruertes got cheir name. Few terms in any creative field

engendered more varied explanations of an etymodogy. The
most plausible story perhaps is that the figure was named by
Margaret Herrick, a librariam a1 the Academy of Motion Picrure
Arcs and Sciences, who said upon sering the provocype, “0h, thas
reminds me of my Uncle Oscar’ {whose surname, for che record,
was Piercel.™ But it must be said there are many other similar
werisons 10 choose from. What is cervaim is that the figare of a naked
man with a long sword standing on a film can originaved as a
doodle by Cedric Gibbons, the MGM art divecror, and chax the firss
one was awarded in 1929,

I 1944, after nearly half a centory of continuous, seemingly
unstoppable succes, Hollywood's executives got a shock when
movie arrendances shimped from g million o just 70 million in a
singhe year. anmldwwlmulmﬂrme&uﬂ‘wrhm
as the 19505 un and Americars abandoned the movie
theatres for the glowing comborts of their own nelevisions. In
desperation the studios tried to make the most of whatever
advantages they could muster. One wias caloir, Colour movies had
been possible since as far back a5 1917, when 3 Dr Herbers Kalmus
invented a process he called Tectwicalor, The first Technicolor
maovie was Toll of the Sea, made by MGM in 1922 Bug the process
was expensive and therefore litthe used. In 1947, only about a enth
of movies were in colowr. By 1944 well over half were, Hollywood
srudics also responded by forbidding their scars o appear on the
new medium, and by denying relevision access o their
library of films, until it gradually dawned on them that old movies
generated money when shown on iclevision and &dn't when
Boscheed in vaules.

Bur whar was needed was some new rechnique, some
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blockbuster development, that pelevislon couldn't compete with. In
Sepeember 1952 the world - or at brast an audience ar New York's
Broadway Theatre — was introduced to a starting new process
called Cimeramas. Employing a curved screen, stereophonic sound
and theee projectors, it provided warchers with the dizeying

sensation of being on a Coney Istand roller-coaster or whizzing
petilously throwgh the Grand Camyon. People loved it Bm
Cinerama had certaim intractable shorccomings, notably dis-
tractingly wobbly lnes where the theee projected images foined,
and an abgense of thearres in which po show ic. Jgcost 75000 10
comvert a theatre to Cinerama, mone thas most conld afford. There
was alsa the problem thar the process didn’t lendd irself 1o narragive
pﬂfnmmnnddﬂf:’wﬁmrmm &ulmmnd:,ntt
as This Lx Cimeriaona, Cimerama Holiday, and Cimerama South Seay
Advenpere, consisted mainly of a succession of thrills, In 1962, 252
kind of lasz gasp effort to save the process {cheatre owners who had
invested heavily in the massive sereens and progector systems
natarally wasted to pur vhem w ue) reo nasrative films were
mlrlr,ﬂmﬁewm Was Wﬂnmﬂﬁefm&rﬁlf?ﬂrﬂn{l&
Broghers Grimem, bust the problem of having to swivel your bead 1o
follow a conversarion berween characrers separated by sixry feerod

screen was. one that audiences failed m warm to.

I the same year that Clnerama was bom, the world was also
given -0 meovies. The frst was & film called Bavama Devil,
apparently one of the worst movies cver made. The process
imvodved glj im which melded into a three-
e e S e
plasses, Omiginally called Natural Vision, it enjoyed a huge if
shoar-lived vogue — sixty-niee Matursl Vision movies were made in
1953 alane = and people flocked in their millions to feanares ke
The Creatwre from the Black Lagoon and The Charge at Feather
River for the dubicas thrill of having barge poles thrust ar them
and, in one particalarty memorable scene, having a characer
f:zurmmtmduuﬁ-rmﬁupumulhemmu
rheat many qudee respectable flms, motably Hiccheock's Dual M
for Murder, were filmed in 3-I, though the fad was so shor-lived
that meoss, including Dhal M, were released in the nocmeal flat foem.
kﬁﬂﬂhﬂ:lmﬂrhmmlhkmwwﬂmmﬁnﬁ:
i umee mew technical process. One

o
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after another came Vistarama, Superscope, Naturarmia, even

- AromaRama and Smell-O-Vision, in which, as you might surmise,
the theatre was pumped full of appropriate odours at regular
intervals. The problem was that the odours tended to linger and
mingle in a perplexing manner, and the members of the audience
situated nearest the smell dispensers weren’t particularly gratified
to find themselves periodically refreshed with a moist outpouring
of assorted scents.

A year after Cinerama made irs débur, Twentieth Century-Fox
came up with a slightly more sophisticated, and certainly less
gimmicky, process called CinemaScope, which required just a
single camera with a special anamorphic lens. The first Cinema-
Scope picture was The Robe. CinemaScope screens were roughly
double the width of a normal movie screen and were slightly curved
to give some illusion of depth.!” By 1955, just two years after its
introduction, more than 10,000 cinemas throughout the world had
installed the CinemaScope system."* Hollywood would live to fight
another day.
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The Pursuit of Pleasure: Sport and Play

The abiding impression of life in Puritan New England is thart it
wasn't 2 great deal of fun. *Sad-visaged people moving always with
sober decorum theowugh a dull routine of work unrelieved by play”is
Ibctrl]dil:iml view expressed by the historian John Allen Krout in
1919,

In fact, it wasn"t quire like that, Though they could scarcely be
described as libertines, the Puritans were not averse o pleasere.
They smoked and drank, and enjoyed games and contests as much
as anybody, particularly those involving physical challenges like
foot-races and wrestling, or that honed necesmary skills like
archery. Increage Mather called recreation *a grear dury’, and at
Harvard College the smdents were not merely 2p|.-1r|'rit'|z'|d but
actively encouraged to take part in “lawful’ games.* And lawful is
the operative word, What the Puritans didn’e like were activities
deemed vo be an encouragement to idleness or ungodliness — and of
these, it must be said, they found many. Among the amusements
they forhade at one dme or another were quoits, nineping, bowls,
stool-ball and even shuffle-board. Games involving dice and cards
were entirely out of the question. Plays, entertainments, "dancing
and frisking’ and *orher crafty science’ were equally abhorrent to
thern. Maypoles were cur down and even Christmas was abjured,
Smoking was acceptable only within certain well-prescribed
bounds. Connecricur had a stamwre forbidding inhabirants from
taking “tobacco publiquely in the street, nor shall any take yrin the
fyelds or woods’.” On Sundays, no recreation of any sort was
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permirted. Even going for a stroll was forbidden. Indeed, sitting
quietly could land you B wrouble. One hapless couple fownd
themseives hauled before magiserates for mo graver offence than
bﬂ'ﬂa‘hﬂﬂl “siming cogether on the Lord's Diay, umder an apple
tree’.

Ouadly, mone of this was inherent b Cabvinist doctrine. Calvin
himseif was known 1o enpoy a lively game of bowls on a Sunday
afternoon, Mothing in their pre-American experience had
suggested thar the Pilgrims would insrure such an aggressive
I:ﬂ.h'.b:d“l‘tﬂﬂ ':III'L

To understand why this happened in Mew England, it &
WECESRArT b0 Pe-cXamine rwo commanly held conceprions abowt the
Puritans. The first is the bekief thar they had come 10 America
establish freedom of religion. In tath, freedom of worship was the
feast dvini I|1:¢f wamped. HIU'H'IE suHered VEArs af peTsecution on
their narive sodl, they desired nothing from America so much as the
opportunity to establish an equally mtolerant system of théir own.
The stcond mscomception is the beliel that the colonization of
Hew England was primarily pious in ies impalse. In fact, through-
out the eacly period Puritans were decidedly — indeed, ancomior-
ably = in the minority, The grear bulk of early pilgrims were
amracted e America not by religious zeal bue by the hope of a
better life. Berween 1630 and 1642, of the 16,000 immigranis
Massachusers, only one in four was a I'1.||'itl.|'Lj Even on the
Mayflower, the Saint had been oumumbered &1 to 41 by
Strangers. Both of these cansiderations worked powerfully on the
Puritan psyche. From the oarset they became jealously possessive
of their moral authonry in the New World, and in consequence
showed a decidedly neurotic preocoopation with acrivities that
mighr be construed as 2 challenge to their pre-eminence.

Bt beyond chis there wos 3 practical side oo their detesacion of

idbeness. luild.ing a Ccommunity in a wilderness was o ul'.rihly
EATTHESD nndﬂ'rnl‘.ilg, and ome that did not admic of much lesare.
et many of the hon-Puritan sertlers showed a vexing indination
to down tools and engage an play on any convenient pretext. Thus,
when on Christmas Day, 1621 (almest precisely a year after their
landing), Governor William Bradiord found a growp of impious
Serangers “in the streese at play, openly; some picchang the barr and
somie ar sroabe-ball’, and haffily took dheir implements From them,
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into the 1800s.” Partly because of this interraption of mradition,
Christmas as now celebrared s 0 mongrel accumulanon of
practices from many lands.

Gilt-giving, whach has po intninsic connection with Christmas,
was borrowed from Holland. From the Middle Ages, the Duich
had made 3 custom of giving presenis o children on & December,
5¢ Micholas's Day, 5t Micholas was a shadowy figure from Asis
Miinor whose many kindly deeds included bestowing bags of gold
nuﬁumqmwhmfﬂlﬁhdmdﬂ.
Orver time these three bags evolved mto three golden balls and
became, by some comphcated leap of logic, the three balls
associated with pawnbroking. [n the late cighteenth centary 5t
Micholas and the presents that went with him were borrowed
from the Dunch but rramsferred 1o the nearest Anglican holiday,
15 December. At the same time, the now wholly secular figure of
Samta Claus became bizarrely bound wp with Christkimalem, the
Chirist child, snd thus ook on the altemative designarion Kriy

ThChrhﬁmmlndhmofsmdhgmm
arrived from Germany — chey are aften artributed 1o Qaeen
Vicronia's German consom, Prince Albert = and gradually became
part of the Chrismmas tradeion in the nineteenth century. The frst
menrion of a Choisrmas tree in America is in 1846, Carols
{erymalogically related ro charall, mistieroe, holly and the yule log
all come: Britain, moscly a5 survivors of & pre-Christian past.
{¥oule irself 35 pre-Saxon Germanic and evidently commemorares a
fargosten pagan feseival )

The American attitude towards Christmas and how ro celebrace
it was lomg ambivalent. On the one hand Macy's was staying open
1illl midneght on Christmas Eve as far back as 1867 in order oo deal
wiﬁrbrdmmmhhy pm!ﬂh.ﬂutmlbenﬁ:r,ﬂu pmnii::vf
decorating trees was so late in developing thar even in 1880 a
manufacrurer of ornaments could persuade F. W. Woolworth to
rake neo more than $25 of his seock. (Before the decade was our,
however, Woolwerth had upped the order to $800,000,)%

[t may come as a surprse to learn that there are no offical
nanonal bolidays in America. One of the rights reserved 1o the
states was the precogative to declare holidays. The President can,
with the assent of Coagress, declase ‘begal public hohdays”, but
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he was olfended not mecely by their celebration of a holiday not
recognized by his sect, bat ar ehe wanton and dangerous frottening
away of nime and energy thar might have been direceed 1o secoring
their survival,

Such concerns were far from umigque to Mew England. In
Virginia, too, outsiders were often appalled ar how lintle the
inhabstants amended 1o ther well-being and secanty. Thomas
Dhale, arriwimg with supplies in 1611, foand the residents on the
brink of exvinction bur playing ar bowls. S00n after, the Yirginia
Assembly enacred restrictive laws very similar wo those of New
England, making it illegad vo gamble, ro be found incapacivared by
drink, ro a1l toobserve the Sabbath, even o dress in cxcess’. Mone
of this was motivated by a desire to help them tread the narrow
path to heaven, bus rather by the need 1o bring order and discipline
1o a valnerable communicy.

When 2 cebebration was deemed in vnrd:r, the Parmtans were
delighted to let their hair down. The first Thanksgiving feast went
on for three full days and invelved, in addition mw copious eating
amd drinking, such diversions as stoneball, 3 game similar o
croquet, and competitions of running, jumping, arm-wrestling,
shooting and throwing.

Mo one knows quite when this firit Thanksgiving ok place,
otker than that it was sometime between the beginning of October
and the first week of November 1621, Nor was it regarded as the
start af an annual tradition. Mo Thanksgiving appears to have been
held the follawing year, and the Flymouth colony would not begin
regular celeb rations until almost the end of the cenrury. For the rest
of Mew England, Thanksgiving didn’t become an annual tradion
until abowt the 17805, For the nation as 3 whale, Thanksgrving
wain'ta fixed holiday unel President Lincoln so decroed it 1863,
The dave he chose was & August, The following year it was moved,
arbatrarily, to the last Thursday in November, where it has
rematned ever sance, apart from a brief period during the Depres-
ston vears when it was brought forward seven days to give stores an
exira week of potential Christmas shopping.”

Chrisemas likewise got off woan erratke stam in America, not bease
because the Puritans disdaned i, regarding it (nor alrogesher
inaccurarely) a5 a pagan festival. Im 1659 they went so Far 5 1o bam
it altogether, and ir remained widely suppressed in Mew England
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179

The Purisit of Pléacure: Sporr aoad Play

these apply only vo the District of Columbia and federal employess.
They have no formal sanction dsswhere.

If revelries were seldom given official blessing in America, they
generally found private outlers. Though those who governed che
early colonies tried almost everywhere o subdue the national
impiilse 1o engage in dissolute pursuits, they didn’t often succeed.
Coch- ing, bear-baiting, drinking o excess and
gambling were available vo chose who wished 1w find them, and not
just o scamered feast days. Horse-racing, oo, was widely popular,
especially in Virginda, though saitable vemues thar offered a level
surface and a measwre of privacy were not always easy 1o find.
Outside Jamestown there existed a partcularly favourable stretch
of road a quarter of @ mile kong. It became wo popalar as a bcation
of illicit races that it bed to the breeding of a new strain of korse, the
quarter-hotse, which lacked stamina but could sprint at enormous
speed for short distances.” Horse-racing would Laver endow the
American vocabulary wuth 3 wealth of rerms, among them
fromtrunser, izl track, 0w by @ nose, surd thng, aleo-ran and
bookis, though some of these woild have 1o wait some time before
fimding general scceptance. Bookie, for insrance, isn't found in
print before 185, "

In the ﬂgpuhchunn regiom, wrestling = or yvassling - of a
particalarly brutal nanare became popular early on and evidently
stayed bach brural and popular up to this centary. Many of those
who settled the region hailed from northern England, home of
Cumberland and Westmorand wrestling, a consest chat 1s chought
o date from Viking nows and remams popular to this day at
country feves and other such patherings thioughout the Englsh
Lake District and shghaly beyond. In b, rwo men embrace in a
standing position, and with eccasional bursts of grunting exermon,
mixed with lomger periods of straegic stillmess {during which a
spectator could be excused for thinking that they had emporanly
modded ofif), rry g0 throw each oher to the ground. Ir was, and in
England remains, a gentlemanly pursair. In che more rough-and-
rumbbe enviromment of Kenucky and "-'i:pma. hemcever,

Cumberland and Westmorland wrestling evolved inmo ;.n'rnuhmg
rather more aggressive. Competitors grew thar chumbnails loag
and fled their teegh toa point the better to inflict d.l.luﬂr_ .ﬁ.nfﬂlmg
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waE k4l pulling hair, eyes, biring., stomping on a
i -wm-umim bare hands,
Mﬂwm#mﬂaﬁqﬁrm two men = and if
4 are squeamish you might just want ro flic your eyes to the next
paragraph — in which the winner secured an early advantage by
MquﬂmhﬂMmhnmk The
mﬁmmrmdalm-d bug 4 nos comeplaing” and iy
fdramlmpunpmﬁ;h Eib O EFEWIIIERS, Mot unril
his oppoment had addstionally bitren off his nose and torn his ears
from his head did he at last conclude that discretion and the loss of
3 usable face were the bewmer part of valour."!
Maturally, lirge fums of money changed hands ar these
spectacles. The Purvtan ethic notwithstanding, Americans evinced
an irrepreasible arge o wager from the carliess days. Early
gambling pursaits gave us many terms thas have since passed into
general wsage. Timborm, meaning cheap or disreputable, comes
from & meal cylinder of chat name used 1o shake dice in games like
chuck-a-duck (or chutter-duck) and hazard, Pass the buck came
from the custom of passing a buckhom knife as a way of keeping
wack of whess murm it was o deal or anee, and thus o ia
W"rlnuhudmm:suﬂu term for dollar.
led w a dening of min the wider
hlp.wqemwsHh pmbﬁrih “yau bet your life', and
30 on, which foreign chservers commonly noted as a distinguishing
chyracteristic of American speech by the early nineteenth cemrary.
Moark Twain told the story of a westerner who had to break the
mews of Joe Toole's death vo his widow, 'Does Joe Toole bive here?®
the westzrner asks, and when the wife answers in the affirmative, he
says, "Bet you be don't
Among the favoarite card games until abous the time of the
American were whist {3 word of unknown derivaricn,
but possibly related to wihisk], brag (so called because of the
bmﬂuquiredn[buﬂrﬂnndmnhs[whmﬂumima
gullible person or vicem of fave), But by the closing years of the
century they were giving way to firo, 2 game frst mentioned in
Britain in 1713. Cormapted from pharach [a pharach was picrared
an ome of the cards of 3 faro deck; it lster evalved into the king of
lﬂﬂﬂ!LI‘u‘nmndmrmihrmrrrphMﬂEmmuf
equiipmient, sooring, berting and vocabulary. Each card deale had a
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venetable gambling rerm: fo shoot coraps, In Mew Orleans the game

ﬁ:Elduhdlﬂ! became known as crabs, which m

over time into craps, It has no connectan o the slang
terim for faeces, The Fremch were also altimately responsible for
Bemo (from quime, a set of five'), am early form of bingo that was
once very popalar, though it left no linguistic legacy beyond its
name.

More productive in werms of irs linguisne impact was 3 much
larer introduction ro America, bridge, which arrived from Russia
and the Middle Eastin the early 18505, The word is unrelated to the
type of bridge that spans a river. It comes from the Risisaan birick,
the tatle of a town crier. Among the expressions thar have passed
&mukbndpnblrmuhw?:ida:hrgnnmfofoﬁme
spades, long st and remege.

Ar about the timse chat bridge was eszablishing itselt in Amserica, a
native-barn gaming device was bomn: phe slof machme. Shoc
machines of various types were produced in Ametica as early as the
18903, but they didn't come into their own until 1910 when an
enterprsing firm calbed the Mills Movelty Company introduced a
vending machine for chewing-gum, which dispensed gum in
accordance with Havours depicted on theee randomly spinning
wheels. The Aavours were cherry, orange, and phum — symbols thar
are used on shot machimes to this day. Each wheel also contained a
bar reading “1916 Fruit Gam', three of which in a row led to a
particalarly lavish payour, just as it does moday. Also just as voday a
Hmhimmmmmmmuaﬂ—mﬁwm thes comes
lemion in the semse of something thar s disappointing or in-
adequare, The porential of shor machimes for higher stakes than
pieces of chewing-gam wasn't lost on the manufacturers and soon,

converred to monetary payoats, they were a ing everywhere
ﬁupulhhswumw:mm o calll them ame-
armmied bardits untl the 19508."7

Partly n pesponse to the popalariey of gambling, 3 prous young
Mew Englander named Anne Abbont invented a wholesome
aliermanive in :!13:*Mw.h&dwﬂﬁh¢ cheess. and
checkers had of course been aroand for cempuries and in almaosy all
cultures, biat never before had anyone devised a2 competitive
entertainment in which players followed 2 path through a
representation of the real world. Abbott insended the game nos just
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name of ohicare significance. The first was the soda card, the
second the bocer, ludmumﬁzﬁna]wd.ﬁeﬁwi;mdg
expression from soda ro bock, and also 1o be br bock." Scocing was
keps wrack of on an abacas-like device called a case, from which is
said to come the expression am open and shut case. To break sven
and ro play boek ends agaimit the middle also onginated in faro, as
did the pracrice of referring to coanters as chips (previously they
had been called checks). Thus most of the many expressions
wnvedving chips — mmm&mmuwpa,mkmmdﬁw.lm
chup mpestment = owe their onging mlhlnmw&upmu
Gradually faro was displaced by paker. Dispare surraunds the
armgies of the namme, The mest plawsible guess is that it comes from 2
similar German called Pochipiel, in which playerss who
passed would call, “Pocke’, proncunced ‘polka’,'* Others have
mmﬂdﬁunmrhmmh:r conmection to pobe or pack
{an Enghsh dialectal word meaning to strike, whenoe the name of
whee hard black disc wsed in ice hockey) or 1o the Morse-Danish
pokker, "devil’, from which comes the Puck of English falklore. At
all evenes, poker is an Americanism Grit recorded in 1848, In i
wery early days the game was also commandy ceberred to as poko of
.
Peimmgdgmnnym that have passed inro the main body of
English from poker are deal in the semse of a tramsaction, jackpod,
pemy-ante, d0 stand pat, and just for openmers, fackpot b of
uncertain provenance, The fack may refer to the card of thar name
qrmﬁcs]lpgmﬁormmf,wpmlhlyumbeunplyInod:ﬂ
instance of the largely mexplicable po of jack as a
component with which to buald words: fackbammer, jackimife,
Jjackboot, jackass, jack-im-the-box, jack-o"-lantern, jack-of-all-
amd car pack. hmnenl:bﬂg.mﬁrnﬂhﬁmdudjld:mulﬂn
amy particular sagnificance. People dearly jase liked the sound of ir.
According vo Dillard, ace, devce and trey, for ome, oo and three,
are aleo American, through the infloence of French gamblers of
Mew Ovrleans, He may be right in the case of trey, bat the first tao
were in common use in Britain in the Maddle Ages and may dace
from Marman times. Ace comes ultimarely from the Latin ds, a
basic unit of currency, and deuce from the Latin dids, ar “two”, The
Fremch gamblers of Mew Orleans did, however, gve us another
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#5 &n amusement, bat a5 an ald o apright living. Called The
Marsion of Happiness, it required compenivors to travel the board
in parsust of Erernal Salvarion, avoiding sach pirfalls along the way
as Perjury, Rnbbﬂ'y, Im.u'nﬂu't'p, Ingraninade and Drunkenmess.
The sdea of moving a playing peece along a roate beset with hazards
was hugely novel in 1843, and not enly made Abboer a ndy sum but
also inspired a Bock of imitators.

Ome was a young man named Milion Bradley, who produced his
first hit, The Checkered Game of Life, in 1860, Also morally
uplifring, it was clearly inspired by, if pot acally modelled on,
Abbot's elevating divercissement. Bradley’s most original stroke,
hawever, came when he devised a way of pjl:lurlgqgh: se-plmu
games, among them checkers, chess, backg
inbo 4 small, easily p-nrr.lble box, which proved a Im: mlhmlcitr!-
during the Civil War,

Rather more innovative was George Swinton Parker, founder of
the second great name of the Amencan games indusery, Parker
Beothers, Born imte a venerable but declining family in Salem,
Massachusetts, Farker loved the idea of board games, but hankered
fior & reward more immediately gracifying than funare salvation. In
lﬂ;.ipd.utumhﬁﬁudamﬂ]hd Banbig m which

the object was o speculave one's way o wealth, A new games-
playing ¢thos was born, one that seized the imagination of
Americans. As the writer Pever Andrews has pan it “Tnstead of the
st pious player reaping the most joy in the next world, the
smarrest plaver got the most money in this ane.'!

With two of his brothers, Parker baile the family firm into the
higgest games company in the world, Parker hamseli mvemted
maoee than a bundeed games — or, more accuragely, more than a
hundred variations of essennially the same game. Abmost always
they were bailt around some world event or technological break-
through that had recently seized the popular imaginaton, Amang
his mose popular creations were Klondike, Pike's Pesk or Bust,
The Motor Carrlage Game, War in Ciha, The Siege of Havara
and The Philippéne War {death and destruction proving nearty as
irresisnible 1o games players as accomulating 3 pile of fanmasy
oy k.

But the game that secured the company's forrunes was not
invenred by Parker or anyone else connected with the company. Ir

§z3
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was created during the eatly years of the Depression by one Charles
Darrow, an unemployed salesman from Germansown, Pemnsyl-
vania, who sketched out the prototype on a piece of oildoth spread
out of his kiechen table. He called bis game Momopaly. In 1933
Drarrow submirred the game to Parker Brochers in the hope that the
company would facture it on a large scabe. The Parker
Brothers execarives durifully mmed the game bur weren't impressed.

comduded that it had “52 fundamental errors’. For one thing
there was no hnishing-line, no visible ultimate goal. The idea of
poing around the bosrd again amd sgain srock them as faintly
absurd. Then there was all this conbasing business of martgages
and variable rents. All in all, the rubes woere too complicated and the
game 1ook 100 long wo play, Clearly it would never sell, and they

rurned him down.

Lhtu-uﬂ.bnnmmﬂrnpmpmqhimulfandmﬂ:
them o Wanamaker's Department Store in Philadelphaa, where
they became a small sensanion. When Parkes Broshers learned of
this, they decided to give the game a ory om an experimental basis. In
the first year, Monopaly sold a million sets, s Fgure wnlowrn in the
warld of games, and it has remained the best-selling board game in
America ever sinoe, His faith im the game vindicared, Darrow
retired oo an estate in che country, wiere he grew orchids and
counded his money.

Mamopoly was the great craze of the eary 19304, bat crazes had
been & feanare of American life since the 1Baes when the word

took on the sense of a sudden wi manis,
(Previously it had signified mﬂwlgu'm:knd } The
carsowns thang about crazes is that they are uwsually invented
elsewhere but wakén up in America with such enthuosissm and
pamache a5 to make them seern narive born, Such was the case with
ome of the great niseteenth-century crazes, roller skating, a pastime
invented in Holland and introduced mo America in 1863,

‘While Ewropeans were juddering unsteadily along cobbled
strects, Americans were building vast skaring palsces like the
Cagimo in Chicago and the mp'lpu.rtl:hhlnllcrska.mgm;.
San Francmsoo. Such places could ac late up tm a th
ﬁmnanﬂtmﬂm:po]ulwduhmjmphﬂummﬂfunﬂq
had their own orchestras, playing manes o which the sudience
coubd perform the larest, American-imvemed sceps like the
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women, but added this ominous warning to irs female readers; “Da
not ehink of smng down 1o able gl yois have changed your
underclothing.”

By 1855 ten million bicycles crowded Amernca’s roads, and
manufacturers were producng a vast ramge of vebicles wath jaunry,
bay-me names like the Sociabile, the Qudmut rhe Rmd:'ETnpk'l
Dhuadricycle, and the Cmn'lr_p Comvertible Fowr in Hamd. The
craze looked set 1o ran and nan, but less tham a decade later mosa
pople had packed up their bikes for ever, having lost their hearts
envirely 1o she greacest of all American passions, the autamobile,

The first two decades of the rwentieth centary were a period of
relative calm in the world of erazes, but in the 19208 America made
up for bost time. Amang the phenomena that gnpped the nation in
theat lively decade were dance marathons, fag-pals sirting com:
peniniens {the champion was one Alvin *Shipwreck” Kelly who
maingained his peribous perch arop a Balimore flagpole for
rwenty-three days and seven houwrs), beaury conteits, coast-to-
COAsE CAT races, COast-to-coast foot-races known as bumon devbie,
and eeniature gokf.

Minksture golf — st first called daarf golf — was born in 1927
when a developer named Garner Carver buile a resart botel called
Fa.l.rjrla-n.d on Lookont Moontain in Tennessee and added a
miniature links complete with mechanical hazards. He mtended it
s a diversion for children, bist fo hes assonishment the adubis scon
drowe the mites off, Realizing that there must be something in this,
Carver formed a company called Tom Thumb Golf and began
mg factory-bailt courses. In just :iune Jears 25,000 Tom

Thumb courses were enected lcrm}umm

At home, thoee paher forms of amusement entered the American
vocabulary in the period. Ome was mabjomg (or mab-fongg), 2
game [rom China that swept the nation beginmimg in 1918
Mahjong = the name is Mandarin for “house sparrow’, from a
figure on the maost inapomant picce — was particularly fashionable
among the sevart set {a term roughly concureent with the birth of
the game in America). People paid up o S500 for their mahpong
sets— more than the cost of a Model A Ford. Some even redecorated
rinoms of their houses in the Chinese style and mvested in silk robes
lior chempelves and their gueses to help the mood aleng. For a
decade or so, you coaldn't hope o move in sochery if you didn’e
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Philadelphia Tuist, the Richmond Roll, the Pickes Pemer and the
Dharde om & hesls.

Much the same happened with the bicycle. Before an Englishman
named [. |. Seassen coined the term Meyele in 1869, rwo-wheded
rehu:leshdmbfnuﬂmnim wm-.mm,

an apt.
Early bikes ran on wooden w‘bu:h,hdmd:nudﬂuuﬂnd‘
course ran over much less smoothly paved surfaces. Early models
were propelled either by pushing the feet along the ground o by
means of a complicared rreadle mechanism. Mose came withous
brakes. They were, in shor, neither safe nor comfortable. Bor they
were hugely popular.

Soon people everywhere were geming in om the manis for
whesling, as i was known. Cyding quickly developed its own
complex terminobogy. The more energetic adherents went in for
scorchig or freewhesling (sometimes shortened by the linguistic-
:ﬂ]dﬂﬁuwrmﬁ'quﬂjmrchn:whhndauﬂd!w&
of wthers were known as road boge. Such was their capacity o
startle or surprise other road wsers — one popular model was called
the Swrprise — thae in some places laws were passed requiring
cycluses mog simply 1o show down and dismosnt when approaching
a howse, bt o lead it oo safery before continaing.'”

As early as 188z people were referring ro them familiarly as
bikes. Such was the popularity of the spore thatin 1884 2 playing-
card company in Cincinmar was inspined oo ory o cash in on the
craze, which is how Bicycle brand playing-cards came sbout. By
the mid-1¥80s cycling seemed to be a3 popular as a sport could get,
bt in 1REE came the VeI of the prEuman: rire 3
Scosman Jobn Dunlop, and other developments like lighter
framees, handbrakes, gears and safety chains, and biking moved on
to a higher plane of popalarity.

A large part of bicydling's popularity wans that it was one of the
few exhilarating enpoyments permitted to women, though some
anthorites wormed that perhaps it was 100 exhilaranng. The
Gecrgia Jourmal of Medicime and Swigery for one beleved that
cycling was unsumtable for females because the movements of the
legs amd the pressure on the pelvis of the saddle were bound o
arouase ‘feetings hitherte unrcalized by the young maiden’,™ The
Wheelman magxzine defended bicycling as a healthy parsair jor
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know the difference between 2 South Wind and a Red Dragos, ar
l:nllﬁd b -ml'lpﬂ.'hend cries of ‘Pung!’ “Chow! and “Brolke the
wall?

Rather less fashionable but no less infloential was ouga. (The
name i 2 portmanteau of the French and German words for ‘yes’.)
Chaiga, in whach devotees place their hands on a small pointer thar
glides across the board picking out letters and u'l.l.rd:ln::lrlr\g'pm'pe
10 guestons, was mvented sometime in the nmeteenth cenme
{accounts vary considerably bath to year and place] bhut 'Fal.lru‘l a
reﬂ.dj'fu"uwmg in Amenica in the |pmmnﬂllnmﬂu: the
Rattimore Spr appointed 2 Oudja Editor. As a popalar entermain:
ment cuija had faded by the 15405, thoagh occasonally it popped
hack into pupulnrily and even sometimes inoo the AEWE, 83 i 1956
when the descendants of an heiress named Helen Dow Peck
discoeered oo their howror har she had lefr her considerabile formane
to @ John Gabe Forbes — a person of whom she apparently knew
nothing — because his name had been revealed to her during a
sesaion with a oudja board almost forty years before. Formanately
for the descendants, no such person could be found and they gat ro
keep the money.

The final component of this home emtertainment trio of the
rgras was rhe one that the most dorable: the erosspard
purzle. Ac Rrst called a word-cross, the crossword puzzle was
invented in 1913 by an Englishman employed by the New York
World newspaper, bar it didn’t carch on in & big way wntil a small
publishing company called Samon and Schuster published a
crossword purtle book in 1924, As with mahjong and ouiga, it
quickly became a natonal passon, to such an extent that the
Balrimare and Ohio Hadlroad pue dictionanes in its passenger
compartments for the benefit of crossword-addicted mravellers -
bur unlike the first rwo its Wulmtr has never faltered, Today
solving crossword puzzles remaing the most popalar sedentary
aenusement in Amenica besides warching relevision.

e abouar the same time thar crossword puzzles, ouips boards and
mahjong were seizing Amenca’s anention, baseball became known
as bré matiomal pastime, though it had effectively been that for the
bester part al a century.

Mo one knows where or when baseball was firsr p|“ﬂ‘L It has
often been suggested that the game evolved from the English
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children's game rounders. Basehall smd rounders do have un-
uestionable similarstics — in both che bamer hits a parched ball and
lprinn-zmt.mdnb.n: p:l.lh bntrhr&l':ﬁcuhy is that the
Oixford Emglish Dictionary can find no citation for rounders before
1854, by which nme baseball as both a sport and a name was firmly
esrablished in American life. (Mo one seems 1o have explored the
passibility thar rounders may in fact be denved from baseball.)

What is certain is that baseball™s antecedents go back to well
betore the Mayfloser, Cricket, played since the socteenth centary
in England and commonly in America untl the nineteenth, appears
10 ke the grandiather of all bat and ball games, bur many others
fallowed in both Britain and America over the next two cenurics =
tipcat [or kitcar), bittle-battle, stick ball, cne old cat, two old cot,
three old cat, and base or base-ball, among others.* All involved
the same principles of striking a ball with & stick or paddle and
urymg bo traverse a defined path before being caught or theown out
by the felding side. The first mention of baseball s found noz in
America but in Britain, in 2 chibdren's book called A Preery Little
Pocker Book, Imtewded for the A t of Liete Master
Tamwry aad Pretty Miss Polly, published in London in 1744 Bat
Iuﬂpmtﬁhydisrinewa:zlrﬁ.dywdlmdhhmﬂia.m
first mention of a bat in the context of American play s in 1734,
and there are many references throwghout eighteenth-century
Amernca to ball games and their implements. The Boston Massacre,
fosr instance, was proveked in part by someone waving & vipeat bat
i a threatening manner at the British troops, and soldiers at Valley
Fmg.:;r: known 1o have passed the nme in 1778 by ‘playing at
base”.

By the early mineseenth century, ball games in America appear o
huuﬂl{diwﬁrﬁo@tpﬂnhnlgmm”mmbmmuim
bail, which came in two similar versions, the Massechusetis gime
and the Mew York game. The diverse etymologies of baschall
terminology = inmimgs, thortstop, cutfislder and o on - indicate
thiat the modern game arose not a3 an catgrowth of any partcular
sport but by borrowing and absorbing clements from a variery of

* Cracket desives its carisus mame irom an obd Frends word, criqwer, describing the
seund made by o ball wnlong weaod. The s e cricken glio pers im seme
criquet.
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mention tix Mitls that he had invented the game brom which Mills
was making his living. ™"

1 so far as baseball can be said #o have a foumder, ot & Alexander
Carrwright, & member of the Mew York Knickerbocker Club whe
m 1845 drew up a ser of roles based on the form of wwn ball
known as the Mew York game. In its rodsments Cartwright's
version of the game was very like thar of woday. It mcorporated
nine-player seams and an inheld in the shape of a dizmond with
bases ninety feet apart. Three strikes made an out, and three outs
concluded & veam s ar-bat.

Bwhhﬂmhﬁepmmng&mw}ilhwudilu
successors played was replete with differenoes. For ome thing,
felders could put our opponents. by cavching rthe ball on the first
bounce as well &5 0m the fly, or by hining them wich the ball as they
ran [an option chat no doubr brought fielders the most pleasure if
noit the most oues). They wouldn't wear protective glaves until the
1Bg0s. Before that they caught balls barehanded or sometimes in
their haes, The parcher stood much closer 1o the bacter than now,
threw with an underhand delivery, and was required to keep
oftering pirches until the batter (an Americanism of 1824) found a
pitch he liked. Until as late as 1887 he had w0 pue the pitch where
the barver instruceed him 102

Barvers were at first also known as seribers, and after 1856 as
buatsmen, The catcher = sometimes calied a catcher-oust — stood up
w fify feer behind home plate and would remain cauously oar of
range of foul eips until the development of the carcher’s mask in the
|ngnn'ﬂ1=mupu:nllremﬁmmdinlhn¢bi|lmmmin rigs,
also wood {or often sat) ufdjpuﬂllumj alnnglheﬁ:thu:
line. In those days the umpire's pudgement was musted even less
than now. Imporeant matches also had a referee, whose job was
smply ro pudge the umpire. [Umpire, incidentally, is one of thase
many words in which an inical n arcached, kike a charged
partiche, 1o the preceding indefimise article. In Middle English, one
wis '3 DOUMpETe’, jASE 45 &0 apron was at it ‘A napron’.)

Unifarms were strikingly different, oo, ight’s Kmicker
bicker Chib, foe fkl.lﬁ"l.!. wire uniforms of white dhices, blue
trousers and straw boaters, making them look mare Hie the
lounging sestheres in Manet's Défewner sor Pherbe than EutEy,
knockabout athletes. In facr, they often were more like acstheres
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games. The question is, who was responsible for melding these
disparave elements into 3 ambed game?

The mraditional answer is Abner Doubleday. According o David
Hacken Fischer, "Doubleday appears oo have codified one of many
wits of rules before 1840, Fischer nobes that Doableday did not
inwent baseball, biit, he adds, “neither was bis associarion mythical,
as some revisionists have suggesed', ™

In facr, it was enirely mythical.,

Responsibilicy far the Doubleday legend rests ultimately with
Albere Goodwill Spalding, who was an cutstanding ball player and
an astute busivesiman but an endischiminaring hastorian, Afer &
beried bug distingaished bnebt“l:lmr..ﬂpih? opened 2 sporting
goads store in Chicago, which grew into one of the world's largest
manufacnarers of spoets equipment. By 1903 he was 3 very wealthy
man and  figure of godlike authoriry among baseball bollowers.

hﬂtﬂmﬂfm—dﬁ:yunhtnkﬂwﬂ!ﬁ!trmdﬂnm
Series, the Wrighs Brothers' first flight ane the imvention of the
Mudel A car - Henry Chadwick, editor of the respected Baseball
Guide, wrote a short hissory of the game in which be traced i
probable onging 1o rounders and cricker. The patriotic Spaldi
was momnfied ar che thought thar baseball mighe not be an al
American ipvennon. After stewing over the marter for reo years, in
19a% e appointed & six-man commission o look inte the question.
The commission was guided by A. G. Mills, president of the
Mational League and, it so happened, a friend for thirty years of the
recently deceased Abner Doubleday. In 1907 the commission
issued & report in which it stated without substantiation that the
game was crcated by Doubleday ar Cooperstown, New Yok, in
1839, When pressed for deails, Mills revealed thar he had heard
the swory from ‘s reputable genbeman® named Albert Graves,
whose word he had scoepred withoor question, [Graves would
shortly end up in a henatic asyluem.)

To anyone who looked into the marter even slightly, it was
obwvious that the stary didm'r hold water. For one thing, Doubleday
was not st Cooperstown in 1839, butat West Point, and in any case
his Family had beft Cooperstown in 1837, At his death, Doubleday
had befy sixryseven diares and noy once in any of teem did he
menitin hasaball. Finally, if Millss scory is to be believed, never in
Ibﬂrﬁ!l.l‘tj’flll! nlmhnﬂmhﬁwwm
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&mnﬂmmm?m:mmmﬂduudunhm
organizations for the upper crust, which is why to this day we call
them clubs. Otften the games were largely incidencal to the social
gathering afterwards. Then two things happened: competiton
herween clubs grew moee prickly and intense, and rhe game spread
0 rhe masses, whiere it became evident thar manual labourers often
enpoyed certain advantages in perms of ssrength and endurance over
stockbrokers and junsor executives, Ar first, working men played in
their owm leagues ~ working men's marches on Boston Commaon
often began at § a.m. w0 as not 1o interfere with the players’
warking day — but before hong the genthemen’s teama began quaetly
recruting them as pasd ringees. Baseball began o lose its whale-
some glow as wards like bippodroming (throwing a game for a
bribe] and revalving (jumping teams to secure bester pay) entered
the parlance of the game.

I 5855, when the Mationsl Assocation of Base Ball Players was

I:d'nerlaimuliqght:iﬂrwxnrﬁﬂ: ambinous since all the
clubs were from greater Mew York), it insisted on amatewrism and
gentlemanly behaviour. It got nesher. As early as 1880, the
Brooklyn Excekiors were paying a salary vo a fasthall pucher
named Jim Creighton while the Mew York Munaals were chargig
an admission of ten cents to their matches and dividing the rakings
among themselves, Fair play was pot always on-hand either. At
least one cracial game was decided when the owner of one team
had his dog frighten off an ourfelder chasing a By ball,

By tBag America had iss firse ightly professional team, the
Cincnnati Red Stockings, who ¢ up a record of ffty-seven
mnhnmwmwdwguheym. and played before
crowds of 35 many as 1 5,000 prophe.””

As baszball became increasingly professional, various heagues
and alliances formed = including one called, a crifle redundandy,
the League Alhance. Inul?-;lhrN.mm:IBmehIane&e&u
true mapor league, was formed, ™ The American Leagise followed
in rgo, thaugh it had its roons in che old Weseern League, Among
thee early pro TEAm Were ia Athietics, Tmy
Wmmmwwm"ﬂmw
Obympics, Hartford Dark Bliwes and Cleveland Spiders, who in
1899 carned the dissinction of having the worst record ever
motched up by 2 professional basehall ream: zo=134. New York
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alone had the Mutunls, Highlaagers, Harlenss, Gotharms, Putnawrs,
and Eagles, Often the place-name meant linde, Hasdord played the
1By season in Brooklyn. Orften, meo, if a ream was oot of a penmant

. rage (s called because dhe comperinicn was &t Brse lieerally for 2

pemmant), it didn't bother o make road trips towards the ond of the
sexpon. Even when the opponent showed wp, it wasn't abways
wotth the bother, For their bist game of the 1881 season, the Troy
Haymakers had a paying attendance of puse rwelve,

Teams emdbessly formed and reformed. Many faded away.
Oihers evolbred new identities - sometmes 2 series of mew
identitics. The Chicago Cubs began life in 1876 a5 the White
Srockings [the name was later app by a rival cross-town
team) and berween 1887 and 19ag went by & vaniery of official and
wnodficial nicknames - Goi'l Black Stockings, Cirphans,
Cowboys, Rough Jtltm, Recrieits, Pamamas, Zeplyrs and
Mationals = before finally sertling down as the Cubs in 1905, A
Brooklyn team began calling ieself the Bridegrooms after four of is
players were married is the same summer, but evenrually thar name
metamorphosed meo Dodgers — or, more specfically, Trodey
Didgers. The name referred mor vo che players, bur to the intrepid
fans who had to dodge across a serses of erolley lines to reach the
baflpark safely. The Pittrhurgh became the more
allierarive if not geographically apposite Firstes. The Bostom
Beameaders became the Boston Braves. The Boston Bed Seockings
mkmahumduhru:h?ﬂgm or Somiersers before they
rerurned to their roots as the Red Sox

The fiess Workd Sam began in 1884 and was
beimg shormened to World Series by 1880, It was 3 lodicrously
inflated eicle. Mot only was the stres not global, it wasn't even
repeesencative of the Unived States. [n 1goy there was no team in
ﬁemlprlﬂ.pﬂmuﬁnfﬂmbc.nrmuf&lmuaa
pateem that would remain unchanged wntl the tjjiﬂ-.. when the
rapid rise of air travel prompred a western exodus

[raring its long adolescence in the ni uhuu:nrr,
Fﬂi‘hdlﬂstmdb.lﬂj.h‘nn;&emﬁltmsﬂlmrm::
w&h:bmmbdh:ﬂmhlmhssc].m
play (&67], bullper (1877), [n8%2), radacheck {1884),
sonthpaur (1883), charley borse [1B8B), fun i the sense of
supporter (18gos), dowble-header (eBs6), and fo play ball in the

L1
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fcr af it more bewildering — umtmmmﬂi‘hn
home run and Linds Ronstadi for a fastivall. Dval & comes
Mhmmhﬁﬂwmmmhlﬂw
a bong-distamce line, Limda R by, 18 an
l&mmhﬂmqlhﬂhrm,lh' of which
hummhnhlﬂuhmnﬂmﬁul;mdhm bew by

you".
Dumt:h:r.;p-rmddurhﬂih]luuhmpmlm:
B hier SporT was
shlpm;upm:hslmpmmquﬁdmdmm 1 refet o
snce kicking feariges anly incidentally im its play). As 2 serm
Joothall has existed in English since 148€, before Amenica was even
kncwn about. In fs carly days it primanily signified an anmual
il in which the inhabitamts of neighbouring Endui
villages would try to kick or shove an inflaved animal bladder
berween rwo distane poings. Evennaally in a move organized form ic
evolved o two principal spores, iy {after the Eaglich school of
thar napne where it was first played in 1864) and socesr (from
British university slang and current only since tdg1).
I irs earliesr mansfestations in America, foorhall wasn'tso much
a sport as legalized maybem, very like the village sport of
England, Beginning 1 Yabe in abour 1840 it became customary for
freshmen to take on upperclassmen in 2 vast, disarderly shoving
match ar the epicentre of which was 3 makeshife ball, Afver one
swch masch, the MNew York Post fremed: ‘Boys and young men
knacked each other down, tore off each other's clothing. Eyes were
banged, faces blacked and l:h-udr and shires and coats tom o

rags.” Appalled at ehe injurses and disorder, Yale and Harvard
hunﬂd the sport in the 18605
Shdhmmmdﬂdrm:m}'ﬁmdumui brawds and

wok up rughy ingtesd. Ar Grst they used the Emglish rubes, but

they evolved forms of their own - even if deey keps much
of the serminclogy, ke offside, fair carch, balfback and serimimage
[ar scrummaage, from an English dialect word for a nassbe, and now
ahortened m the watld bo sérm). Emwlh'll'ml.plhtnn
of some semse of order, play remained wndisciplimed and
dangeroas. In 1878 Walter Camp, a Yale studert who appears to
have been pegarded as semething of & desry by bodh his peers and
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sense of to co-operate (19e0), But this is onty the barest sampling.
An exbawseive list wouald mon o several pages. For kit alone well
aver a handred terms have been recorded = Texes Lt:gu'er wiquiily,
sinehbier, Bmio, stimber, hampee, drouper, and $o on

Only somenmes do we know the denvarion of these terms.
Sowthpan has been antributed ro Charles Seymour of the Chicags
Timned, because pltchers at the aty's obd West Side ballpark faced
west, and thus a lefr-hander would seand with his shrowing arm. cn
his south side. Bleachers has been credited to another Chicago
sporti-writer, who apphed ot to those unfortunates who had o sit
inam apcovened portonof geandstand and thus were “bleached" by
the sun.*® Menchen rraces charley borse to a player named Charley
Esper of the Baltimore Oriales, who *‘walked like 2 lame horse”, but
Flexner points out that the term was in use six years before Esper
started playmg.™ Banjo bit, daring from 1025, was colned by the
appealingly named Swooks Dowd of the Jersey Ciry Gians, and
evidencly alludes to the plinking banjo- like sound made by 2 poariy
hit ball. A ramcheck was = mdeed, 5l s = another name for a
ticket srub. If the game was rained out in the Brst five maings, the
customer could gain free admission 1o any later manch by
presenting his raincheck, Hemce, the use of the term in the general
sense of a deferved ger-rogether.

Ceher terms are much less certain, Bullpen, for the warm-up area

where spare patchers st, is often sand 1o have arisen because that is
where ads for Bull Durham whacco were placed. Bar the stoey
owes more o felk mythology than w any documentary evidence.
The bullpen i at least as likely to be 0 called bmn::wfu:
simiarsty to the place where bulls are kept. At all events, the hrst
reference bo it, in the Cincinmati Enguriner in 1897, 18 not fo an anea
where pischers were confined, bur ro a place where Fans were
herded. Mot uncil 1910 did ir come naiwi.fy 2 Warm-ap arga far
pitchers, Fams in the sense of enthusissts is presumed m be a
shortening of fawatics, bat the conclusson 1 only speculative.
Mencken suggests that it may come from famcy, a5 in to fancy
somieone’s chamers, In the early days, in any case, supporters
weren't called fans bur cramks, presamably becavse they cranked
up the home ream with their cheening.

Baseball remains one of the most fertile groamds for inventive
wardplay in American lfe. Among the more notable — and on the
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mentars [#nd not withowt ceasan; one of the Yale seams be led
ourscored its opponens 4Bi-z over the course of one season and
&gf=p im another), several males o hri.ng; i ErEaber
maturity to the game. The principal ones were that teams be limited
to ebeven players and thar each side be granced three chamors — or
dowms = to sdvance the ball five yards. This led to the painting of
white limes at Ave-yard intervals, which by 1857 had inspired the
term gridiron for a foothall feld.

By abour 1880 football and rughy had permanently pared ways
in America, and by 1850 Yale was regularly artracting crowds of
40,000 to 5s bootball games. Some things had still to change. The
m:ﬁdn'!mpﬂ:rwrwi!h his hamds, but kicked it back b0 the
quarmerhack with his foor. Mot until 1oy did a roschdown score
meoe than a Md:qml The foreard pass wasn'n writen it the
rules moml Teob.” Even then mo one ceally understood i
posshilinies. When it was used, which was rarely, it involved a
quarterback lobbing a short pass to a statiomary recerver, who
would then turn and run with the ball. Mot uneil 1913 did Gus
Dorais, the Moire Dame quarterback, and his eam-mace Knuee
Rockne come ap with the idea of himing a receiver an the run, In
daimg sa, Notre Diame best Army §3-11 and encered the realme of
md, at least on the sporms pages.

Even with Camp’s refinements American football remained
violene and dangerous. In 1901 fwelve Amenican players died, In
1904 the aymber rose to sventy-one. To make marters worse,
sechiooks began vo hive professional plavers. “One man played, ender
various pseudonyms, ae nine schools over a period of thirteen
years,” Page Smith nates,

Professwonal foothall grew up m mining and factory towns in the
early 1900%, and the team names tended 1o refiect local industries,
as with the Proisburgh Steelers and Green Bay [Meat] Packers.
Professional football was slow 1o establish inself. As Lare a5 1925
the Mew York Giants franchise was purchased for just $500. Mot
uncil the 19508 and the age of relevision did professional football
attract a huge and devoted following.

Abthough football Kas spawned a vast internal vocabulary - T-
formearioet (193 1), phay-ofi {195 1), bandoff and quarterback sueak
(early 19428}, b0 mame just four — surprisingly few foochall rerms
have entered mainstream English, Among che few: to Wimdiide,
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dheap shot, game plan, and fock for an sthlere (from jockstrap for
profective wear, and ultimately from a sxteenth-cenmary English
slang term for the penis).””

Mﬂuﬁnr&:;hoﬂlwuliﬂqgmmiundhgﬁ,
anuther perenndally popular sport was takang shape. In the fall of
lﬂjl,armﬁudmnmnmmlmmdmmmﬂm
staff of the Internacional YMCA Training School in
Massachaserts, where he was instructed 1o devise an indoor game
thae dida's involve bodily contact, woald mot result in damage o
ﬂwﬂm,uﬂhwhi:hﬂmﬂ:yalﬂda&mmmg;ethmrht
action. The game he inwented was basketball — or basker bail as i
wias called until aboar 191 2. Maismith hang peach baskets at eicher
end of rhe gym and used a soccer ball for play. The hrst game, in
&mﬁer:lp:,hwhﬁmrﬂwd’nﬁmmgﬂhln&w&nm
n:.dlf.l barn bumer, The fnal soore was -0

As an off-scason recrestion, basketball ook off in a big way,
largely because it was so cheap amd easy o gt Within three
wmammrwmmwulh £ the spoat and
many of the nuances of play had evolved. For instance, in
1853 came the free throw = or free trial for poal as st was at first
calted, Five players ro a side became standard in 1895, but the
naxmes of the positions — centre, ra forwards and mwo guands -
weren't fixed until che 19205, By 1907, haskerball was being called
the cage game. Cager, whose continued currency is very largely the
result of i convenience mo writers of beadlines, is firss stested an
191.:. lnnn:ww- in Ardmore, Chlahoma.

peach baskers were soon replaced by ners, unril
1912 Hd;dn‘tmnrmwmm;bukm&uhnﬂumnfﬂum
Uneil chen it was necessary for someone o climb a ladder and
retrieve the ball afver cach soore,

Scores remained bow for years, During the frsc National
Invitational Toamament at Mew York in 1934, Mew York
u'l.'nu!'lr beat Momre Dame 25=18, and Westrnurister beat 5S¢
John's 37—4 5, Movamtl the evolation of the fump shof in the 1930
and book shotin the 19408 and above all the fasr bresk indhe 19508
did the spore take on some real pace.

Many TMCA eams w:ﬂnﬂ1mduﬁmprm‘eﬂm:lm
Iﬂhhm 'ldlﬂ'ﬂﬂ!h’n‘ll‘!lﬂljljﬂ'ldﬁﬂlﬂ[mrl
Bassan bar from Mew Yok, But financing was always a problem
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and reams often had 1o resort to desperane expedients to keep from
going under, One early team, to secure spomsorship, called ivself the
Fort Wayne Zollner Pistoni. It was named for a Fred Zollner who,
as you will have guessed, manufacrured pistoms. Prodessional
basketball dida't really get going until the formation in 1949 of the
Mational Baskethall Assocuanion, created by the merger of rwo
smaller leagoes. Like toathall, professonal basketball was essen-
taally a child of eelevision, and, like fooeball, it has had surprmsingly
liele sndlucmes on American English, In feer, o you discount
occasianal figarative applications for a few expressions like st
dumk, air ball and full-cowrs press, it has had nose at alk.

Of rather mare mieress linguistically is one of the more ancient of
popular pastimes: golf. The game and many of the rerms associaved
with it are of Scottish origin, among them bumker, tee, divat,
miblick, duffer, limks and polf itself. The word, of uncertain orign
though possibly from the Sconish dealect word gouyf, meaning to
strilkie or hit, was firss recorded in 1457, Varian: spellings soggest
that onl fairly recent times it was pronounced with the [ silenr,

Giolf came to Amierica surpnisingly early. As far back as 1785,
just ben years after the Declaration of , Charlesson
had 3 place thar srybed itself 2 golf chab, and Sd\'mllbtdﬂtll
t?;s.mﬁmlsmmm:ﬂfwumnﬂyﬂu

either. Certamnly neither had anything remotely desori
m.u-se hmrumhrhwmdehmby ﬂ-:m-ddeud.edh
nineteenth cemmury. The first real polil course im Morth Americ wias
that of the Royal Moatreal Golf Club, formed in 187 3. The first in
the United States was the Fou:bm'g Go|ll:!|.|.l;| im mhm'ﬂ‘
Fouanded in 1887,

Though the game is Scortish, many of the terms are American,
notably par, which daves from 1898, Par of cowrse signifies che
score @ good plaper should make om a given hale. Bebore par
became current the word used was bogey, an obd Scorish ward for
a ghast or sparit. The notivn was that each player was scoring
apainst 3 hypothetical bogey man. However, in 1895, the rabber
pﬂibﬂlwumwedmdqwtlrduph«dﬁ:aﬂwn p-mh
balls. {Gutta-percha, for the record, comes from a Malay word
meaning ‘sirip of cloth”.} Because the new balls traveiled further,
ane less sroke was required on average oo each hole, Par therefore
came oo signify the mew nonional namber of strokes required, and
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bogey was preserved for the old number of grokes, Gradually as
guria-percha balls disappeared altogecher, bogey came simply to
MEAN Oit Soke over par.”

Birdie, sigmifying ome stroke under par, comes from a nimereenth-
cennary Amsrcan slang rerm meaning excellent. Both in and eagle,
an Americanism meaning mwo scrokes under par, became common
n the pgees.*? In the same decade goll became associsned
with rwo racher odd items of cloching. The firit was kmicker-
bachers, & monce word colned by Washingron Irving in 1809 for has
Knickerhocker's History of Newr York (which wasn't actually
called that; the formal title was History of New Yook from ihe
Begimarmg of the World to the End of the Dwrch Dwmasty, by
Dhiedrick Kmickerbocker). By mlhatﬂﬂ.pe rational explana-
tian, the word atached inself fra o women's enderwear (whach
arg to this day called kmickers xlmiost everywhere in the Englich-
speaking world but Morth Americal, and rhen, by a further
dazeling fight, vo the shomened trowsers fvoured by goliers m the
1208, and whose continued existence appears to be the odd and, 1
would have thoaghs, lictle emcowraged quest of Mr Payne Seewart.
Gl knsckers harther begar snather short-lved ivem of appared, the
pa’l.l.;'fnw:. s called beciuse chey were fowr Lnd'}::-inqg;r chan
kmickers.d!

Finally, before we puar the waorld of sporrs behind ug, pote should
Ibe taken of the recens contraversy aver the o iveness of many
team macknames 1o Amenican Indians. In 1951, 2 movernent called
the Manonal Coalition on Racism in Spores and the Media was
fnmnd,plrdrmpmﬂ:r:pimrhmnl nicknames like Brapes,
Rediking, and Imdians. In the view of Clyde Bellecourt, directar of
the Amenican |adian Movement, "calling the veam ehe Washingron
Redskins is like calling them the “Washington Megroes or the
Washingron Blackskias' **

In defence of Cleveland maians, it has been nosed thar the veam
name acrually commemorates a Marive American, Louis F. “Alex’
Sockalexis, a Pemobscort Indian who had been one of the team’s szar
players in dhe 1Bs0s and for whoe the Cleveland Indians named
themselves in 1914, the year after his deach. But the argumens
dostsn's wash with some activists. As one put it “In thar case, they
should call chemselves the Cleveland Sockalexises.”

A few colieges and high schools have changed their beam
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nicknames from Mobawks ot Hurons to something more in-
nocuous and less emotive, and one newspaper, The Oregonian of
Portland, announced in 1992 that it would no longer publish
Indian-related nicknames, explaining that they tended to ‘per-
petuate stereotypes that damage the dignity and self-respect of
many people in our society’. A

At the time of writing, however, no professional seam was
seriously contemplating a name change.
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Of Bombs and Bunkum: Politics and War

I

When, in abour 1820, 2 Congressman named Felix Walker was
accused of speaking drivel — which, evidently, he was = he replied
that he was speaking to the people of Buncombe County, Borth
Carolina, his district. Almost immediately his congressionah
colleagues began refernmg to any poliical clapttap as speaking to
Bumncombe. Soon the phrase had spread beyond Washin and
was being abbreviated to buncombe, often re-spelled and
evenmually was forther contracted o bunk, Debunk, 3 back-
formation, came kater seill, in 1927, Bunkam in tuen begat hokum
— a blend of bocus and bunkwns, Thas with a single fatuous
urterance the forgotien Felix Walker managed to inspire halfa page
of dictionary entries,’ In doing so, Walker rouched on a central
paradox of Amenican political rhetoric — namely, thar while
politicians may mostly spout bot gir (in its metaphorical sense an
Americanism of the 18408}, they also constantly refresh the
language.

A few Amencan political terms have considérable venerabalicy.
Caweus, from an Algonquian word for cosmsellor, dares from the
early seventeenth cenmury, and as such is one of the oldest of
surviving Americanisms, Mugunmp (ar first often spelled
miugguanp), another Algongquianism, followed soon after, making
its Arst recorded appearance i 1643, For owo hundred years i
retained its orginal sense of a chief or leader before abruptly
shifting in the 18808 to descnibe a political maverick. (The ofr

definition is thar a mugunnsp is someone who sits with his
j40
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g om one side of the fenice and his wsemp on the other ) Favowrite
som was first wsed of Washingron as far back as 1789 amd
admmistrarion was coined by kim soon sfrer.

Bat the golden age of American political terminclogy was the
nimeteenth cemtury. OFf the perhaps pwa hundred rerms that gained
some measane of carrency in that namelneows century, 4 good
number were sufficiently aseful to be sill with us today, amaong
them sparls systemn, foblypist, split ticker, party ticked, dyed-in-the-
rwwvol, offace seeker, dark barse, lame duck, slate, standard-bearer,
pag rule, straw pode, party maching, filbuster, sluih fumd,
pubernatoréal, jusket in the sense of 3 trip at government expenae,
handuagon in the sense of a movement or fashion ro dimb abeard,
landstide for a victory, to dodge the fssue, to electiomeer, o
camipaign, o gerrymarnder, o be in coboots with, 1o bogroll, o
sty by rumt, 00 miwckvake, fo mend fences, fo whitarash, and o
keep the ball rolling (50 said becamse in the 1840 presidencial
CAMpRIgn & ten- -boor beather ball bearing thar shogan was rolled
!mimmwwwmnmmtﬂwllilmﬂmiﬁmmh

e of the first of these terms to enter common parlance was
gerrpmander. Meaning to redraw electoral boundaries mo favour a
particular party, it dates from 181z and was named for Massa-
chuseres Governor Elbridge Gerry (shonly o become Wice-
President wnder James  Madison), whose Jeffersonian  parry
Ewdiummdmmmmlpﬂnmmpmm
mwmdﬂm l.hﬂ'nblr.”ntil:i.gﬁ:tmﬁm‘ictmm
County had a vaguely repribian shape, the artist Gilbert Stuart
sketched om a head and legs and called it a salamander. ‘Mo, a
gerrymander!’ cried an onbooker, and the term stuck. A small,
ovetlooked aspect of the term is thar we all mispropounce ie, Gerry
lpo&el'l'ﬁsnlmwh’mh:hv.rdgulﬂmndrmhulhlnﬂwauﬁgoi

Im the following decade rwo ather durable political rerms arose,
both in the Mew York stare capital, Albany, Ome was spoils
systew, inspired by the expression ‘to the victor belong the spoils’,
which bas a nice classical ring 1o bt but in faot was Brst arvered by
an otherwise forgotten New York legishior named William E.
Marcy,® Also in Albany #t abour the same nime arose the much-
needed term fobbyist for semeone who hang asound the capitod
lobby seeking favours of passing legislamors. [They hung around
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mmmmmm armies with a view 1o
u.kh;mwt‘.mml American countries, for which there was &

sremt fashion in the 18508 (the.ides of manifese
going ro some people’s heads).

Gueqf thest hopeful militants was a charscrer named William
‘Walker. Born in 1824 in Tenneises, Walker was sn exrraordinary
pradigy. He graduared swommea cum Lavde from dhe University of
Mashville at the ape of just fourteen, and by the nme he was
rweney-five he had qualified a3 bath a docror and a lawyer, and
somebow had also foand time 10 edit 8 newspaper in New Orleans,
take partin the Calsfornia gold rush and engage mn three duels, all of
which becomes elighely more remarkable when you realize that he
wag also very small - linle lasger tham a madern jockey. Diespine his
diminucive dimensions, Walker was clearly a leader of men, In
1853 he raised and armed forry-five recrains and set off with them
for Baja California with the aim of capturing its mineral resources
and ssmubtaneously endowing its people with the benefits of
American civilization, whether they waated it or not.

The emerprise failed, but Walkes had found his callimg, Ower rhe
next seven years he divided his time berween raising armies and
ﬁnln-u.- and sallying forth on a series of increasingly ambitious

. Though he had some successes — he took over
Mﬂtmah:hulmr-dumﬂpmﬁhﬁfnﬂm&&n

Finally in 1860, afrer a rout in Hondurss, Walker surrendened 1o
the British navy. To has astoenishment, his caprors did not repacriase
him to America as had always hap before, but named him
Ulzrhlhel'!uu&u:nnﬁwmu,w prompaly taak him and his
CO-CONSPEFALOTs B0 & town square, lined them up before a firing-
uMmﬂbmn;h:madmd:d:hm ard the fashion for prrvate
revolutions.” Filibuster, however, did not die with them. By the
midk 38 5os 5t was being wsed in Congress vo describe any vaguely
digruptive debating tactic, and by the 13805 had serrled into i
present sense of a wilfud delaying action designed to thwarr the
passage of a bill,

Sull other words mighe have filtered out into the world at large
exceps thar Cﬂ»urm i dts eacdy days was remarkably unforth-
comang abour irs Tﬁnluiebmmhwmunﬁl
1794, I.m‘lrl.-pm'bud mil}- atter thar for several decades.
mfhmofwmunmmmdmmmﬂr
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the lobby because they weren't albowed inmo the legislacive
chambers. )

Several oaher terms were borrowed from abroad, The custom of
describing politcians as belonging w the lefi, right or centre of
pmﬂ.ﬁgpﬂhnlmt ummmm,ymahﬂ
1840 from Britain, thowgh the British had im narm boerowed i from
France, where it originsted in 1785 a5 8 by-produc of che
revolution. The terms reflect the seating arrangements of the
French Mational Assembly, where it was customary for the mose
radical commeoners 1o st o the left of the President while the more
Wﬂudﬂ'ﬁl.ﬂ.@hﬁqﬁ.ﬂdﬂumh:ﬁerﬂu In
neither Britaln nor Amenca did the terms ceflect acrual seaning
arramgements, but they proved convemient kabels,”

Algo from Bricain came dork borse and Leme dick, thowugh
them. Dhark borse was coined by Benjamin Dasraeli in his novel The
Yourg Dicke {£831). Though he was a polascian himself, he meant
it onky in & horse-racing convext. In America by the 18608 it was
bﬁu:xmdtdmlhwlmmlmmmmﬁe
eighteenth century as a Landon stock market term for a defaulter.
It reached America with that sense aroand 1800, but by mid-
centary had been wsarped by politcians o describe someone
serving outa erms of affice and awaiting the arrival of his successor.
In its political sense the term was res ced o Britain from
America, but there it took on, and has retained, the sense of a
palitician who i incompetent, powerless of weak.

The oddest and certainly the most historically
foreign borrowing is filibuster. It began as che Dwoch

pirate. To F_Idut M:mwu&uwnmmﬂrnw frﬂ-
bﬂnﬁr iter was bey
wu%mm&dtﬁemﬂmﬂbm 'l‘chm-didml
bosrrowed it as filibustier, From one of these, or both, the English
veborrowed it s filibuster. Thus by 1585 erijbwiter had given
hﬁhmmﬁ the same meaning. Fresbooter weni oo
further, but Imdlhmrmmlbﬁadﬂhinﬁmﬂiﬂi
policics. Firse, still bearing something of s origanal sense, it came b

= Tha boot m fresbopder bae norheng o do wil Soreear. b comes from an ofd
German wond, binr, ‘exchangs’, which slss gree s booty.

42

Mads in Amigrica

becauss it was more open in its dealmgs bat also becavse well mao
the mimeneenth cenmary it was regarded as che more presogious
chamber. Mot until well into the nineteenth cenmury did the Senate
begin v take on an air of pre-eminende, for the smple reason that
the House, reflecring the growrh of American popalation, began o
become very crowded — by 1860 it had 2435 members, by 1880 332
—whibe the Senare remained comparatvely compact and thus more
exclusive and clsbby. The men who made the Senare famous =
Danizl Websrer, Heney Olay and John O Calboon = wouald very
probjb_:b' hiave been in the House had they been born a generation
earlicr.

Ar all events, the public enpoyed no right of access (0 congres-
sional debases until as late 2s 1871, when the esstoural
Record was at last created. Contrary to commaon belief, che Record
even now does not constitute a full, verbatim transcription of all
the debates in Congress, Speeches are frequently edieed before
being placed in the Recosd, snd indeed the Record sometimes
conmains specches that were never given at all. Ivhas, im che words of
Daniel Boorstin, *no more than the faintest resemblance o whar is
actaally sasd” in Congress.®

The mineteenth centwry also marked 3 busy nme for polecal
partas a8 alliances endlessly formed and reformed, often around &
simple issue like slavery or immigracion. Political pamies in America
effectively dare from the pericd immediately after the drafting of
the Constinarion, when the reo main sides formed into boose
associations. Those m favour of the Constitubion pulled off
something of a inguistic coap by dubbing themsdves Federaliar,
In facr, the verm would more accurarely have describsed those who
were agzinst the Constiturion and wished o revive the Amicles of
Contederation. Deprived of the rerm, this faction became known
by default as the Antifederafists, which was nor oaly inaccurate but
had a megarive ring ta it thar the more positive-sounding Federahsts
were delsgheed 10 exploit” Saddled with a misleading name, the
Antifederalisss. began, confissingdy, sometimes 1o call themselves
Dymacrats, m-mm Fepublicans, and somenimes Demooras
Republicans.

.llummo‘pﬂrtg names briefly blazed and faded i the
nineteenth cemtury, like matches struck in a darkened auditoriam -
a not inapt meetaphor since that is how one of the more memorably
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known parties got it name. | refer to the Egual Rights Democrats,
who were known mo everyone as the Lovo-Focos, and so called
because when one of their meering halls was plunged inra darkness
by saboteurs the adberents contioued with the aid of e new
salpbur manches called lbocofincns.*' Mo bess memorable were the
Kmow-Modhings — ot the sort of name that would seem wo inspire
confidence in their capacicy so lead, Officially called the American
Party, iv was 55 much lnuﬂmnmﬂipolm]bodymd;mm
mnefmﬂurep| mEmbers were i o give when asked
I:Jt‘hﬂllﬂrﬂ'kplt‘h' 5 adms: °[ bonew nothdng,” Despite the obvious
of orying o anracy 8 national following when you
m'rbdl world what you are wp to, the Know-MNothings
proved immensely popular among anti-immigrant, anti-lrish and
anti-Catholic zealogs, and for a time threatened to overtake the
young Republican Party as a lassing political force in America.'
Among the other parties or sub-parties that passed through the
busy scene that was the 1 Boos were the Buti-enders, Rodrers, Huge
Paws, Copperheads, Ringtails, Ball-rollers, Barmburmers, Ampi-
Democrnts, Comstitwtional Umion Party and People’s Parry -
though many of these appellations, it should be noted, were
bestowed by amtagonises and weren't necessarily uied by the
adherenits

themselves.

The watershed year for political parties was 1836 when rwo
sides coalesced into pro- and and-Andrew Jackson factions. The
pro-Jacksonires styled chemselves Diesocraty, Om the anti sade,
MNational Repubiicans, Amti-Masons and Fro-Bank Democrats
rallied to the resuscrated name Whigs — a deadedly odd chaice
since during the Revolutianary War whig had 4 persan
who supported the Rritish cause, and thus had long had a whiff of
treachery ahowr it, Despice iy bong-standing carrency in bach
Biitain and America, Whig is of mysterions origins. The Ouxford
Eaglish Dictiomary says oaly that it ‘probably’ comes from
Whiggamores, a term applied 1w the members of a milicary
expedition sgainst Soormish insurgents in Edinburgh in 1648, bur
no explanation as oo the soarce of s addooed.

The Jackson Democrats remained Democrats after 18 16, but the
Whigs had fusther purmanil, and evenrual dissolution, co face. In the
:*jmrhrmqplimﬂdi.umu Lmllmphdmunfﬁdmﬂ
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with names like the Conscience Whigs {those who were againsr
slavery), the Cotron Whigs (those who were for), and the
Barmbwrmeri (bromn a comic parable about an obstinase Dusch
farmer who rid his Barn of racs by buming it down). In 1817, the
Whigs emerged from ehis inermecing squabbling as Repabbicami,
Mmhﬂﬁqmmmwmhﬁnfﬁm
main polinical parres = the elephant for the Republicans, the
duonkey for the Dy —were the han of Thomas Mast, the
canconist wive also gave buman form ta Uncle Sam."

In this cempary, new political terms have been fewer in sumber,
It mo less rescurceful. Amamg those thar have arisen in the world
of polites simee 1900 and found a role in the wider world are
;mﬂdm.rﬂmpﬂlbﬂﬂmﬂnﬂ#w&u&
heymors ipeech, off the record, epphead, bram rust and counthess,
measaly shon-lived words ending in -gare: Koreagate, Lamcegare,
nammypare, Cuskerpare, Holhwoodpate and Irangae, all of
course inspired by Watergate. Even Brirain has had irs Camillagare.

Pork barrel had ies poots in the 18008 Throughous char cenary
pork was 2 common palincal shorthand erm for any kind of
dubtous abundance (it evidemtly alluded oo the factiness of pork).
Early in this cennry, for reasons unknawn, the rerm grew inm pork
Burrel, and became particularly sssociased with federal largesse
thar & Cong or Cong wman mansged o bring back m
his o her Bome seace.

Cff the record was coined by the Mew York polincian Al Smith
in 1ga6. Egphead arose during the 1944 election campaign. It
appears 1o hawe been inspired by Adlai % on, OF M
precisely by Stevenson's dome-lake pate, and by lace in the year was
in comman currency as a flip synonym for am iseflecrual.

The century bas also seen any number of sogans and catch-
phrases emanase from political ciecles, from Teddy Roosevelts
“speak softly and carry @ big sick’, to Woodrow Wilsor's ‘laele
greaap of wiliul men” and “oo make the world safe for democracy’, 1o
C-ndil!;!’s ‘the business of Amenica 18 bussiess”, oo Traman's 'the
Irack seops here', 1o Kenmedy's “ask nor whar your country can do
for you, but what you can do for your country’. Some much quaoted
mdﬂh—mmﬂuﬂ&iﬂphﬁmaumﬂrmw.hm-
Hoover mever said *prosperity is pust aromnd the cormer’, and he
never used the expression ‘a chicken in every pot” = though the
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Republican Parry almost did in sdvertisemenis for him during the
campaign of 1928, It headed is ads wath ‘A Chicken for Every Pot',

though even it acknowledged in the texr thar the expression was

already old ennugh to be considered “proverbial'.

One Washington term that has existed officially only since the
carly years of this century is, surprisingly, White Howse. On the
original plans, the building was described anly as ‘the Palace”. Mo
one knows when people started calling it the White House = ban,
oddly, it appears to have been before it was painted whise. From
1Boo, when John Adams became it first resident, to 1814, when
the British ransacked and partly burned it, the bailding was of
unadormed grey Virginia . Only afer the Bridsh had
vandalized it was the decision taken to paint it white ro cover the
smioke stains, So e is a lietle odd thar people were calling it the
White House as eacly as 1§10, In any case, the name didn’t become
official untl Theodore Roosevelr began printing it on the executive
MANSION SANOHEry sometime after 1901,

Only in comparatively recent ames, incidentally, has the White
House become an unapproachable fortress. As late as the Harding
era (1921-3) the public was allowed 1o picnic on the White Houss
lawn or even wander over and peer through the windows of the
Oreal Office," Harding himself sometimes answered the White
House front doos. '

And s o milicary matters.

There is an old joke thar goes: “Dear Diary: Today the Hundred
Years War started.’ The facr is that moss wars didn’t get the name
by which we know them unnil e nineteenth century. The American
Revahstion wasn't normally called that uneil the ninsteenth century,
bt was the War for Independence, ar amply the War with Britain,
The Cival wt'aitﬂ'tﬁllﬂfi:ﬁﬁ&gmtgﬂlﬁly called
the War Betaeen the States by southerners and the War of the
Rebellion by northerners. World War 1 for obvious reasons wasn't
s called until there was a World War [ (Ic was the Great War.)
Waorld War [l, although the term was commanly applied, dadn't
become afficdal untl the war was nearly over. Roosevelt didn't like
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gither World War [l or Second World War. Throughowt s early
years, he called it - a wifle melodramanically - the War jor
Surwival, then shonly before his dearh started refercing o it as the
Tyrants” Way, Other names thar were commonly arrached oo i
were War of World Freedoon, War of Liberation and the Ansi-
Mazi War. In 1945, the guestion of a formal name was put o
Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson, His choice, World War 1T,
was formally adopted by President Truman. 5

Bartdes, oo, often went by a varkery of names, pasticularly those
aof the American Crvil War, Ulysses 5. Grang dedn refer 1o the
Barele of Shilab but of Pittsburg Landmg. To the Maorth oowas Ball
Fie, but ro the Sowth it was Mamassas, The nonthern Anfietan: was
the sruthern Sharpsburg, as the southern Murfreesborn, Perrpdle
and Boseshoro were to mortherners respectively Stome River,
Chaplin Hills and South Mosestain,1™

Wars are always binguistically productive, though mabicary slang
and termmalogy, ke armies themselves, tend o be continuously
replaced with fresh recruis. In consequence, bardefeld terms
wsually cither survive more or less indefinitely - bomb dates from
158z, grendde {from pomegrandre and climarely from Gramada)
from 1532 — of else fade from the vocabularies of all but military
historians.

Almost all that survives (from the pericd of the American
Revalusion, apare from the (mostdly mychical) slogans and catch-
phrases descussed already in Chapter 3, i= a single song: *Yankee
Droodle Dandy”, Ic was che most popular tune of the day, sung by
both sides with lyrics that chided the other, Mo one knows who Firse
sang it or when, though the mocking tone of the woeds in the best-
kpown version supgests Bntish authorship:

Yankee Doodle came to town,
nding on & pony,

stuck a feather in has cap,

and called it macaroni,

If youu have ever wondered why Yankes Dondle called the feather in
his cap macaroni, the answer is that macaron was a slang weem of
the day for a fop. The feather in his cap possibly alluded o the habic
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of colonial soldiers, who often had no unitorms, of stcking a
fearher of piece of paper in their caps a5 a means of dissinguishing
themselves during battle.

The War of 181z gave us, again as we have already seen,
the “Sar-Spangled Banner’ and Uncle Sam, plus consoript as
hath a noun and a veeb and two carche-phrases of some durabilivy:
‘Dron’t give up the ship® and “We have met the enemy and they are
ours.” The first belongs to Caprain James Lawrence and the
second to Admiral Oliver Hazard Perry.

Mor unril we ger o the Civil war period do we ar last
begin ta encounter sarictly military tecous that have passed amo
whder wiage. Among the Civil War neclogisms that are sull
with ws are KP (for kitchen police), AWOL labsemt without
feape), pup-tents (originally known as dog-temis), and, rather
surprosamgly, dowghtoy and  gripewime i the context of
rumours. Dowghboy appears to have been frst applied 10
Umion saldiers during the t86cs. (The arlese reference
found in rhe memoirs of George Armstrong Custer in 1367,
bur the comext indicates that it was already wadely kmown.)
The origins are entirely mysterous. Since eady colomal times
small fried cakes had been kmown as douglbboys, and the
word may hetoken 3 similarity in appearance betwesn these
cakes and the burcons on cavaley soldiers' uniforms, bus it
is no more than a gueas. Ad all evenes, the rerm faded from
sight after about 1870 and dudn’t catch on again unnl World
War L' Grapevine, or grapevine teleprspl, as a2 notional
medivm for the transdormarion of mmours, 5 equally mys-
serions, It was widely used during rthe Civil War, wsually with
the sense of a wholly unreliable rumour, but whar precisely
mspued it is unkaown.

We have been conditioned by Hnllywc-nd o think of Union
soldiers dressed idenrically in blue and Confederate troops in
grey. In face, for the first vear or so of the war most soldiers wore
the unaforms of their state maliias, which came in any number of
codours, Troops from lowa and Wisconsin, for matance, wore
grey uniforms thar were very like the oificial Confederare outfics,
feading o endless confusion on the bartlefield. Afrer the North
bost ehe fiest batele of Bull Bun because Union teoops lailed 1o fire
on an advancing contingent of Vingina militia, mistaking them for
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northern allies, the War Department naushed o pmdnm
hundreds of chousands of standard usif These were
quhanupmmmmuqddwﬂmﬁbmand
hmnuM the wnifurms were poorly made and
casily came unsheched, sboddy came w denote any articke of
hﬁrhrmﬂq.mmofprm,;miﬁnmsnmlhn
bed, imcadentally, to the introduction of standard graduared sizes, »
process that was carried over mo civilian life afrer the war "

Cne miyth of the Civil War pervod is that booker for a prostitute
arose From hw-pﬂhmo‘ﬂm-l]uﬂlﬂm lvis true
that the cadres of sexual entreg whu followed Hooker's
men from banlefickd 1o bamlefield were jocalasly known as
Huooker's Division or Hooker's Reserves, bug booker itself predates
the Crval War. Ir was Grat noved in 084§ in reference o a section of
Mew Yark, Corlear’s Hook, also boown as The Hook, where
prostifuges congregated, !

O veem that did spring 10 prominencs durimg the Cleil War,
though again of greater amtiqoiry, was the Mason-Divon line. Ix
haed been laid out a century earlier by the English surveyors Charles
Mason and Jeremiah Daxon, sho were brought 1o Amenca in 1763
to resalve a long-standing border dispure berween Pennsylvamia
and Marpland, Though we tend to think of the Mason-Dixon lins
uawwhm&mmn.amﬂimnlnrm
north—south. b was only that it delineated the
boumdary betwesn slave and non-slave stases. Had it not been for
this, the line would very probahly have been forgosten, which
would have been unfortunate becase it was one of the great
mukiﬂuﬂnmﬁmarﬂ Dt.lmrtwmnmrrurﬂr
surveyors bat Hians, and
their achievement in drawing mmuhuw a4 miles ol
wilderness had a measwre of heroismn and scentihc scraniny not
easily appreciated roday. To the dismay of historians, Mason's
careful notes of his four years' work deappesred for almost a
cempory. Then m 1860 they rumed wp = mo one knows how or why
= rwo thousand miles from where they had last been seen, on a
mbb-llhlmput‘low Scotia, where they were about o be
baarmeed, 22

A fimal, incidental linguistic legacy of the war bevween the states
weas the eerm sidefrernes, named for dhe Union commander Ambrose
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E. Burmside, whose dmtmctive mution-chop whiskers inspired a
fashion and became lanewn as bursides, Within 3 decade b syllables Mac i Awecricn
had been ransposed, bur quite bow or why is anyone's guess. Soemewhit sirprismngly, Woeld War I was considérably bess
Alfver 1x briefl fuery of creatviry during the Civil War, military pralific of new I than Waorld War | once you strip owr
rermanclogy then grows quiet For nearly hall a cenvary. Renpbriders, those terms like Lend Lease, VE Dy and Luftwafe thas are now
from the Spanish—-Amenican War, ey for a Briish salor, and used pramardy in & historical contexe. Among the relatively few
leathermecks bor Marines (30 called becawse for a decade in rhe lae perms bo come to promindncs during the period and to live on after
mineteenth century they ware 2 uniform with a Ie:!h!rll.rnn.g:lrl'th: hwzrmhmbhdoﬂ GLMMWM-W‘*F
collar; it was said 1o be excrocatmply uncomifortablel® effectively me“'“ﬂ"ﬂ"‘*m Lagk foarce, frep,
exhaust the list of peologisms from the period 1870—1g17. fak, fascism, hamikize, WP"F""-
Bat the oushreak of global hosalines with Workl War | mﬁ'l":d'xi‘“juﬁ“' powerful ?;""ﬁ? an encire ey
am ourpoisring of Terms, M which are wi ' PR P
‘lgf_mduwu\dsﬁl H ﬂ:;:yc:f ﬂu: el imdustry}, the expression the greatest ehing simee sliced bread and,
argpe dnriog thie peviod are dog Jaigs, chnabourdd nd ik o4 beast, 2 robusr and inventive use of the word fuck, One of the
S Last named's offthoots is suafi, often said 1o be an abbreviation of
comory, dawn patrol, dogfight, evewrash, to go west (actually much irsation 1, alf fowled up', bur don’t you believe . O
older, but not widely used before about 1918, sunt, shellshack, mm_‘w;‘m i-!:'hrﬂu'—mnuhr.mi rﬂuulﬁ;:uh
gadges, o serownge, boolry trap, foxbole, brass bar, MFP for fuck-aps’} and fiubar [*fucked mp beyond all recognizion®], The use
milicary police, ciindes for avilian dothes, drafree, pipe doww as a af fucked a5 a gemeral descripive (this engine s compleeely
call for quiet (i onginated in the nawtical wse of pipes 1o annownce fucked'} appears also 1o be a legacy of World War 11,
changes of warch and che like) and fo semg the bead Seversl Workd War 1 words, it will be noted, were foreign
From the British came bridgebesd, ack-ack, blimp, tami and, createons. Blitckrieg (lirerally ‘kghtning war'l, flak (3 contraction
rather umupufﬂ:ll]'.. baske? case for a severely wounded com: of ﬂrcg. raft gun') and gest, ; (From
batans B.ffmp-arnse fromm its ofhcial deci.plannﬂ: ‘D'lrigﬂ:h'. lepe W‘ SﬁmSm Pq:.lnt Jare bﬁ}lﬂrﬁusﬁnmln
B-Limp', and ack-ack was a slang shorvening of anti-arrcrafi, based derivation. Also trom Mari Germany came ome of ous meose chillisg
on British telephonic code for the letters AA. phnﬁﬂmhm[&mﬁ%uﬂmﬂh&w
From the Germans came seppelim (named for Coumt Ferdinand “The Hangman' Heydrich. Fascism dates from long before the war
von Zeppelim, s designer), Slack marker {from Gewman — b 19, b Bhet, when Benico Mugsolind laanehed the Fasclisie
Schuarzmarkt) and Big Bertha for an-outsized gun. As was their movement in Taly - but came to prominence only in the period jost
cugsom, the Germans had named the gun after the wife of the bead biefare the war. It comes froms the Lain fesces, ‘bundle’, and alludes
of Ka'up; Zm'l[l:iu manuafacnarer, n‘br:n: with 3 certain lack of :mdﬁﬁ:wﬂuﬁﬁ:u?duimﬁz?‘:d":
&I.lmq' ad ca I:mﬂ‘lgﬂni.h.l :Fatﬂﬂﬂn.Quibehw
Frau Krupp received rhis signal honour is noe known, Japanese. It means “divine wind', and commemorates 2 fmely
From France, meanwhile, came parachwie, camouflage (rather m that roused a Mongal seaborne amack early in Japan's
oddly from camouflet, meaning “to blow smoke up someont’s ; . .
nose’, 3 pastime thar appears on the linpuistic enidence 1o be wmﬂ:;":&m muﬂ'h'“:":mf"'hm
wpecilic i the French) and barrage [lrom rir de barrage) i the sense H used by 1 B pfo: Bob Barns. and G
F 5 5 mbone = popular comedian named s,
of concentrated arillery fire. Barrage aleesdy exsted in English stands foe pemeral fsmue, the initials samped on all midicary
with the meaning of a barrer across a waterway, bue previously . Mo one knows quite when Gl was st applied 1o
had been pronnanced 1o rhyme wich disparage. bart 51 Jooe cam be daned with certainry. He firse appeared
35z . 15
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inthe 17 June 1942 issue of vm}-hwm forces newspaper, in
a cartonin drawn by Dave Berger. Td‘gdﬂ}. i ]

Jeep, as a concepr if not as a word, sli predates America’s
inv\:l.r'rﬂmu in lbeluwa.r. In 1a41, just before Pearl Harbar, the
Army introduced a sturdy vehsdle for negonanng rough terrain,
The jeep was actually not a very good vehicle. It was heavy, difficuly
to manoeuvre, devoured oil, had a chromeally leaky waver pump
and cylinder head, and could run continuously for ao more than
tour hours, But something about its booy shape and go-asywhere
capabilities carned it instant and widespread affemmon, No one
benvtvees havw it ot its name. The mose commuon, and seemingly maoss
plausable, explanatson is that it is taken from the kemers GF, shom
for Gemeral Purpose. The problem is that General Purpose was
never officially part of its titde, and doesn't appear on amy
documents associated with it. The Army with its usual gift for
cunky appellations termed 5t a trick, guarter nor, fenr-by-fiomwr,
More puzzlingly, the prototype for the jeep was generally known —
for ressons now lost = as a peep. Mencken nmrr]; maintams that
Jjeep comes from the Popeye the Sailor comic strip written by EC
Segar. ™ It is true thar a characrer named Eugene the Jeep appeared
in the stnﬂ as early as March 1936, though no one has ever
explained how, or more pervinentdy why, thar character's name
would have been applied 1o 3 four-wheel-deive vehicke. Whar is
certain is thar Segar did give che world another useful word ar
ahout the same time, goor, named for simian-like characrers in the
srip.

Towards the end of the war, a slogan, often accompanied by a
cartoon drawing of the top half of a tace peering over a fence or
ather barrier, mysteriously began appearing wherever the U5
Army went. The shogan was ‘Kilroy was beret Mo one has amy
idea who this Kilroy was, The figure at whom the fnger is most
often pounted is James J. Kilroy, an mepector of military equip-
ment in Caincy, Massachuserts, who was said to have chalked the
theee famous words on crates of equipment that were then
dispatched 1o the far cormers of the world. Others arribure it
with equal assurance to a Sergeant Francis Kileoy of the Army Aidr
Teansport Command, who would alse have hdd the oppormanity
to place his name on boxes of supplies and mundtions. Bur the
theories are manifold. One desperately imagmative schalar has
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Yokohama®, "Len's Knock the Hin Our of Hider', *3lap the Jap Right
Dﬂlh:Mn.p‘,ud'W‘hmemLitﬂe‘l’dhw lies Meer the
Cohens and the Kellys'. Only oane achieved anything like per-
manence in the popalar consciousness = and chat a4 a carch-phease
rather than & song. lt was based on the supposedly real-life story o
a naval chaplain, William A. McGuire, who reportedly climbed
imee chee seat of an ami-aircraft gun ar Pearl Harbor after che gunner
had been killed and began knocking Japanese planes from the sky
as he cried the famous words: “Praise the Lord and pass the
ammanition.’ In face, as a bemused McGusre wold the world afeer
thee song became a hit, he had mever said amy such thing, and indeed
hldrwﬂ'wcﬂlivdn‘m All be had doe was help lift some boxes
af mmurm

On & August 1945 Pressdent Harry § Truman anmoanced 1o the
mathon: “Sixteen howrs ago an American sirplane dropped one
by an Hiroshie, an importent Japanese army base. Thas bomb
had mose power than 2,000 rans af THT. ltis an atomic bomb." b
was the first time that most people had beard the rerm. In the
following years many other words conmected with splitting the
apomy would become increasingly familiar oo them: mrclear, fission,
farpive, radiation, reacror, mushrooe clowd, fallout, fallowt shelrer,
H-bomb, prousd gera, and, wnexpecnedly, bk for a two-piece
swimsusit designed by Lowis Reard, a Fremch couturier, in 19486,
lrﬁmdin!ﬁekhmﬁﬂlmduhqﬁr where America had
]mb@lmqmwm

The dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Magasaki
marked the end of ane war and the beginning of another: the cold
wad, The cold war may ot have gencrated & lot of casuabties, bt it
was nome the less the bomgest and coseliest war America has ever
foughs, War was unquestionably good for business — so good thay
in 7944 the president of General Ebecrric, Charles E. Wilson, wenn
50 far as vo call for o *permanent war ecanomy”. He more or bess got
hkwlﬂ?.mwﬁnwﬂwlpjmmm!mund&nﬂ
than it did on anything else — indeed, almoss as much as it did on all
other things together. By 1o6o, milicary spemding accounsed for
49.7 per cent of the federal bodger — more than the combimed
nanional budgets of Bricain, France, West Germany and Iraly,**
Even America's foreign aid was mn’hﬂh’mﬂ milicary. Of che
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even inserpreted it a5 an anti-sothoritnian KAT Rod, or “Kill the

King',

Ome of the more striking fashions to grow our of World War Il
was & malieary affecrion for acroayms and ather wusch shomenings.
The practice had began in earmtst in civilian life daring the New
D:ll,-mn‘ﬁ:1g,cuwhmm1]murmhbeﬂﬂ.?hl OPA
and PWA (respectively, Temmessee Valley Autborny, Works
Progress Admimistration, Offfice of Price Adwimisiration and
Public Works Authority) became a part of everyday life. The
milstary eoaak it up with 2 passion once the world went to war, and
devised mor onldy slphaber soup arrnn:runucg OSRD-W (Oifficr
of Scientific B b and Dvevel: , Wearerm Division], FOWT
(imterdeparimental Commmmission on 'War Information), and
JMUSDC {Joimt Mexican-US Defrmce Commisipon], but als
mavel hybrids like ComArSoPa [for Commander of Aireraft for
the Sowth Pacifc) aned Seabes (0wt of CHy from the Navy's
Comgtriection Batiglion). Occassonally tlsese things had w be
rethought. When it was realized that nealy everyone was pro-

the abbreviation for the Ci der-in-Chief of the LIS
Hﬂ:tml!:haf'l:,ﬁwﬂlﬁ, h'imklﬁ',!ﬂnhﬁ}rlmmﬂm
the reose buoyant-sounding CominCh

Oddly, one of dhe chings World Wae 1 didn't keave Americans
with was a memorable song. Almost every odher war had, from
“Yankee Doodie’ of the Revoluthon o “fobn Brown's Body” and the
‘Barde Hymn of the Republic’ of the Civil War, o Warld War I's
*Orver There". Most World War I by contrass seerned o be
begging far instant ohscusity. Among the more notably forgemable
titles to emerge in the early days of fghtung were ‘They"re Gaing
BEe Plaping Taps on the [aps’, "Goodbye, Mama, e Off o

T Ir & cuneas o obes we e bom rack of dw dsspireson bebind oar

e
b wras or what bve ded o eare his morted immomatiny, in b even botn peggesed dhat
_lﬂﬂ.lrﬂll hu_ peotsenn it alf, it o crock i Seuih Cirsling fivournd by kucah for
HEFrompL
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$ 50 billion that America distrilated in aid in the 19508, 90 per cent
was for milicary purposss.

Caold war, the rerm that justified these gargannsan outlays, has
often been amributed to the newspaper colummpist Walter
Lippmann. In fact, the expression was frst used by the staresman
Bernard Baroch at 3 speech in Columbia, Sooth Carcling, in 1947,
thowgh credit for s coinage belongs to his speech-weriver, Herber:
Bayard Swope,™ Out of the cold war came rwo other durable
expressions — iron curtam and the domrime theary. The domino
theory — the ides char if one mavion fell to Commuanism others
would topple in its wake — was first wsed by the mewspaper
cnlumnist Joseph Alsop in 1954, though it didn®y becoane popaular
antid the Vietnam War a decade kater. Irom curtain i comenonly
areribuged o Wisston Churchill in an address be made in Fulton,
Missour, in 1946, but ia fact the term had been in existence i the
sease of an imagmary barrier since 1819, and had been used in
political coatexts since the 19208

Thee cobd was, or more specifically the Coban missile cris, also
brought to prominence bk and dowe, though agan boch had
been around for some ome. Dowve had been the symbol of peace for
centunies, and hawk, in the context of military belligerence, had
been coined by Thomas Jefferson in 1798 in the expression War
Himpk. Wheat was new was the conjoiming of the terms oo mdicate a
person's milicaristic keanings.

O the field of battle, the Korean War pitched in with a number
of terme, amang them dessilitariged zome and is sbbreviated form,
DMZ jongisally signitying the dispused area along the 38ch
panlﬂdlrdlriwmfnmﬂwﬁndm#,w&ﬂulr
rranslation of the Mandarin hmi..ﬁhppnfprl}:hmm "
howcho (from [apancse harcho, ‘squad keader’) and booch |
Japanese uch, ‘bouse’), which was at frst used to describe the place
where a saldier kepa bis mistress.

Several of these wionds were resurrecred for che war in Vietnam a
decade later, though that conflict also spawned many terms of ns
own, among them free-fire zome, clicks for kilometres, grit for a
woldier (firse used dismissively by Marines, bt raken om with
afiection by infantrymen), search-and-destroy mission, to by the

farm, 1o div in combar, ro frag (to kil a fellow soldier,
uswally an . with @ hand grenade or fragmentarion dewice;
356
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heme the berm) and a broad vanesy of welling expressions for the
Viemamese: slope, pook, dink, zip. shurl:‘hl-f]r amd Charfie,
rthough many of these — like slarr-eye and gook — were older teems
recently revived. Charlie as an appellation for Vietcong arose
becxuse VT in radio code weas Victor Charlie.

Among the more sinister terms to catch the world's atrensian
during the war in Viemam were Agent Blwr, Agest Orange, Apert
Purple and Agent White (for types of defoliamts — another new
wobd — used 1o clear fiedds, destroy crops and generally demoralize
and destabilize inhabitapts of bostile rerritoryl, and mapsalm, trom
sigpiethani palimdtate, which had mach the sase intent and effec,
Though it first became widely known daring the Viemam War,
maapalm wias im fact invented dunng World War 11

The milisary affection for chumsy acromyms found remewed
inspiration m Viemam with such concoctions as FREARF (for
Forwwed R and Refie! Poird), SLAR (Side-Looking Airborme
Radar), FLAR I.Fm'wd'd.ankin; Amrbome Badary and ARVH
Ipronounced “arvin') for the Army of the Republic of Souch
Vietmar., One of the more arresnng, if leass reporred, of the
Viemam ¢ra acronyms was TESTICLES, a mnemonic for the
qulnmlmhnd hrmmhﬁﬁhiﬁmﬂlﬂmﬁhmhﬂ.
demacify, mibative,

 Dorpali, flersce and & sense of burmour,
h,lrwlm&uwumh‘m:urﬂlypd’lrrﬂdumuﬁc
distinctson was in the creation of a vast heap of euphemisms,
oerpmearons and other verbal manigudarions designed o creae an
n@cﬂmn{bﬂt@'ﬂylnﬂm&r mlﬁltmgﬁlﬂ'ﬁﬁnﬂlwfm
wirhd: | for retrear, samititing operalion
iw wholesale dﬂrlﬂ, accidental -irhn:r of armaments for
bombing the wrong tanget, bo terminate with extreme prepudice lor

a political assassinatian, and many, many others.

‘The Gulf War, despite irs merciful brevity, was also linguissically
productive. Among the new formations it inspired were dlean
bombing (i.e., with pinposnt precision), guest for a prisaner of war,

tor a punior officer whose responsibilities keep
him wifely away from the frons, Nirmendo effecr (thar is, v become
desensitized 1o destruction through warching films of bombing
raids that pesemble video games of destrocnon), Afrdmg Alpo for
in-flight rations oo fighter aircraft, the st bomb, and mother of
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all, signifying ultimate, as in ‘mother of all tanks’, ‘mother of all
wars’, etc.”

Finally, one of the most recent of military neclogisms is also one
of the most poignant: ethmic cleansing, signifying the removal or
eradication of a portion of the indigenous population of an area.
Apparently coined by Russian observers, it is a product of the war
in the former Yugoslavia, and was first reported in English in the 9
July 19971 issue of The Times.
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Sex and Other Distractions

In 1958 the proprictor of the Hi Har Lounge in Nashwille,
Tennessee, purchased a life-size photograph of a naked young
woman lying on a fluffy rug, and proudly hung it behind his bar.
Even by the relatively chaste standards of the day it was not a
terribly revealing picture — only her posterior was exposed o view
— and probably nothing maore would have come of it except that
one day an electrician arrived to do some work and recognized the
woman in the photograph as his wife, which sorprised him because
she had never mentioned that she was doing nude modelling for a
local photographer.

The elecrrician cook the Hi Har to court, and for 3 short while the
matter became first a local and then a national sensation. With the
eyes of America on him, Judge Andrew Doyle ruled that as art the
photograph was perfectly acceprable, but that as a bar-room
decoration it was ‘unquestionably obscene’. He suggested —
apparently seriously — that one of the dty's art galleries might like
1o take it over, In other words, if displaved in a darkened bar where
it would be seen by no one bur grown-up drinkers, the picture was
held ro be salacious and corrupting, But if placed in a public forum
where anyone of any age could view ir, it could be regarded as a
Lu;;l treasure.' And no one anywhere appears to have thoughe this

1 bring this up here to make the poing that America’s amirodes
towards questions of public and privare moraliry have long been a
trifle confused. For this, as for so much else, we can thank the

ise
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Purrtans. As early as 1607, purdamical had come o mean sterm,
rigia, marroaely moral, and the view has been sreadily reinforoed
ever since by history res and liverary woeks like Hawrhorne's
Searlet Lerter and Longlellow’s Cowrtabip of Miles Standiab,

I}:hmnmmmhm ane in which even the smallest
ITArSEress: mo ransgressions ar all = oould
e met with nhr severest of penalries, Adubery, illegitimacy and
masturbation were all at tmes capital offences in Mew England,
Abmagt any odd occusresce derkened Paritan suspicons and fired
therr peal for swilt retnbution, In 1631, when the wile of 2 Hugh
Parsons of Springheld, useits, complained that her
husband somerimes threw “pease abour the Howse and made me
pick them wp”, and occasionally in his sleep made lpﬂnp
Nm“:hmhmmnwumﬂmﬁmnumh
hansged hien from the peasest glbbet.

Equally unlucky was Geonge Spemcer of Mew Haven, Conpecti-
cut. When  one-eped pig was Barm in the rowe, the magistraces cast
around for an explanation and laghted on the hapless Spencer, whao
also had but one eye. Cheesti us to the possibilicy of bestialicy,
the fightemed Spemcer confessed, but then recanted, Under
Connectiost lew to convice Spencer of bestiality required the
1estimany of reo wimessss. So keen were the magiswarss oo hang
him that they admatted the pig as one wimess and his retracied
confzssion a5 anathes.!

Baat bn mamy other ways coloaial Mew Wil PO 4 MmN
pure (the ion comes from a play of 1718 by Susamna
Cengliwre called A Bald Stroke for 2 Wife, and imvolving a character
named Simon Pace) as we might think. Just half a cembary afrer the
Mnilosser Pilgrims landed on Massechusens's ghores, Bosmon was
“hilled with prostitetes”, and other colontal cemtres were equally
madea sioe, Williamsburg, capical of Visginia from 1699 to 1779,
contained three brothels |though mome of thess have been
Wmm#mwmﬂmmwwmdrum
visitors foday),*

Sex amomg the Puritans was coasidered as narural as eacing, and
was descussed sbout a5 casually, to the extent char ‘the werings of
prisst even in the mid-rwengieth cenoury”.” Premarits] imercourss

(1]

Sex and Ohtber Dhisrracrions
was not just oberated but effectively encou Couples who
intended to marry could take out something called a Pre-Camtract

= in effect, a licence o have sex. It was the Puritans, oo, who
refined the curiows custom of bundlimg, of tarrying as it was just as
often called, 'ml'ii A COurting pair '-ml:lrired o climbs o bed
hver. Though the pracrice appears to have originaced in W abes
msmﬁﬁnm'lmkhmnmﬁﬂninwhlwbmmtmofr
perenmal wonder for Bridsh vissors vo MNew England up o the time
of the American Revolunion and somewhar beyond. As ome
sevenreenth century observer explained mt:

When 4 man iy cnamoured of 4 young woman, and wishes o
muery her, he propose: the affair o her parens; if they have
o objection they allow him wo warry the night wich her, in
order tn make his conrt o her. AHer the posing ones have s
up as Jang a3 they think proper, they get int bed eogether,
alse wathour off thewr undergarments in oeder 10

ne l. 1f the parmies agree, it & all very well; che
mmw“m-ﬁﬁer:mmdh&hr.“
not they pan, and possibly never see each other againg
umbess, which b an sccdent thar seldom ket

ﬁurlﬂomfz'wr’m pregmamn, and then che man is obhged
b marry her, '

In facy, more anderchothes were yanked off than the chronicler
dared 1o consider, and pregnancy was far more than “an acadenr
du:uldu-mh:ppuu Up o a third of bundling couples found
Ives d with a per souvenir of the accasion.
Mo did |rr|mnl;r mark dtadmuoiaunmuphﬁ: of a
relationship. By 1981, bundling was so casually regarded,
according to one account, that ot was ‘hut a courtesy” for a visizor 1o
ask the young lady of the howse if she cared to retire with him.
Although never expressly countenanced, formication was so
comneon in Puritan New England that at leass one parish had forms
Pl'iﬂmd'll?jﬂ-'hid‘l-ﬂwﬂihrl;; riies could confess by filling in
their names and paying a small Hdu::ﬂu:hmnhnlluilll
Mew England women were pregnant at marviage.” n Appalachia
and other back-country regions, according to one calculaton, 94
pﬂﬂﬂtnfhmiu-wﬂgpqtﬁumwh:nﬂwrwq;wﬂuzltx'
o until the closing quarer of the eighteenth cenrury did official
artimsdes 10 sex begin to take on an sctively represdlve tinge with the
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appearance of the Brsc blue Lucs. The werm originared in
Connecricat in 781 because, it is often said, the stone’s laws
concerning personsl morality were pringed o blue paper,” though
uthermulrmuitmlhthmhhmﬂmmjvmﬁe
bilwe eregmment. "™ Whichever was che case, no ome knows why hlss
wis thoaght an apt colous for such lawi. More pertinerly, | can
find no evidence af anyone's ever having seen a law printed on blse
paper. Ic may si ke our cunous rendency o te bluensss
ﬁﬂmdlmm?mwﬂnﬂin mmnmmlnd
biur siocking. Blue mose is said ™ have begun as a joocolar
nineteenth-centusy PMew England verm foe the fshermen of Mova
Sconia, whose lives on the frigid waters of the north Adannic lef
themn with permanently discolouned hoosers, More prosaically, i
may simply refer to a type of potato assodated with that maritime
pmvir-reiln eicher :mnmem%nwhumm

rson of puritaic 1 i3 dnyone’s x| i tw
ﬁm pu ; fpoess, {Wery poss
Blug stocking, for & woman of pedantry and antendant lofty
maem, is miore easily explained. Ic comes from the Biwe Stocking
Saciery, a mame derisively applied 1o a group of meellectuaks whao
began meeting at Montagun Heuase in Londom in abour 1750,
Ahtbough the congregation was mostly female, the ipspiraon for
the pejorative name appears w0 have been 2 male member, one
Bengamin Seillingflesr, who ware blue wossred sockings instesd of
the customary black sk hose, 2 mode of dress 5o novel as oo be
considered both comical and slightiy risqué, And spesking of
risigad, why off-coloar jokes are called bl is another myseery, bug
it may be conmected ro che cighteemb-century slang use of blue
meaneng, io frusk,

o e bt M o i ohlims s s
and pon-Puntan alike, nome of o with «
rerms ||behlﬂ'r jm'rmidpwmly[l'ntmmkﬁ that would o

ble their ¥ descend Ewven the King Jamves Bible

concained such subsequencly imdecorous terms as piss, dumg and
bosls,'! Bur a3 the engheeesth century gave way 1o the nimetrenth,
people suddenly became acately — and eventually almost hysteric-
ally — semsicive ahour vermas relaned 1o sex and the body. Mo one
knows exactly when or why this moebid delicacy erupted. Like
must Exshions, & just happened. In 1818 Thomas Bowdler, an
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Edsnburgh phrysician, offered the world an expurgated version of
Shakespeare's works suitable for the whole family, and in so doing
gave the warld the verb to bowdlerize. Bowdler's emendations
were nothing if not thorough, Even the most glancing reminder of
the human procrestive capsarty - King Lear's “every inch a king',
for example - was rochlessly sanack out. His sansized Shakespesre
was such & ssccess that he immediacely embacked on a @milar
crearment of Gibbos's Dweclime and Fall of the Romam Ermpire,
which had been completed only a quanter of a century before bat
already needed careful scrubbing. Bur Bowder's fastidious editing
didn't inaugurare the change of mood. It merely refleceed it
Even betore Bowdler began scratching away at the classics
pﬂpkmuuﬂlrnuﬁgtﬁm{ﬂwmmuumud

Th thtmuh:gmmhmm,ufamdmﬁ;limmn
.ﬂ.mu'lrwimmnﬂuhn of proscribed words extended i the
handreds, Any word with an unseemly syllable in it like “oock’ or
“rit” became absodutely umureerablbe, so rhat words like ritner, mirbit,
cockerel and cockatog - all sill unobiectonable in Britaim — either
disappeared from the American vocabulary or wene altered 1o a
e sandtised form like rdb, roodter or rowach, There is at leass
omne recorded instance of coxsadn being changed to roostersuain,
Even bulls became male cowes. Before the century was halfover, the
list of unspeakable words in the United States had been extended no
almmanptmmuﬂﬁtmorsnd@oi asgociaved with
of the human form outside the head, hands and ankies.
for imstance, was deemed indelicate” by
hﬂm:igmhwmm“mgmm
alvernatives. Even foes became humiliating possesssoms, never 1o be
mﬁmﬂinpﬂh:mr,ﬂmW:dmﬁm.ﬂw:
time fert too became unendurably » 30 thar people didn’t
mention anything below the ankles ar all. b = a wonder that
discourse didn'e cease alvogether.

Anxiery stalked every realm of life. It may be apocryphal that
mf.ll'rl]ﬂhlnd[bﬂrpmhp im lictle skirts po awodd moral
distress to visitors, but it is certainly tree that chamber-pors came

¥E3
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with a crocheted cover 10 serve a8 o bafile so that anyone pessing
withinst would not hear the unseemly tinkle of the person passing
within.'? i wasa't just the nomse that was baffled. Visirors from
abroad foumd the neurosc lengihs to which euphemiam were
carried deeply mystfymg. I was not enoagh in America merely 1o
Hmdmmﬂ'mll‘inuhlud & ward had o be found that would
mot even hint at i actal function. Unable to bring themselves o
say chamber-pot or even commode, Anstricans began o refer 1o
the vessel as a lockimg plass, with obvicas for comfusion, mot
tosay frusaracion, for amyone who sought the rand wiis given
- aimost unfaikngl ound in the shall

Foreign visstons o ¥ ran agr m i
mﬂﬂfﬂmﬁmunﬁbﬂjdﬂjumﬂTmﬂnperﬂtﬂ!ﬂ:rmﬂn!
a German who stopped 3 roomful of coaversagion, and frand
himself being brusquely hustled from the house, lor innocenty

proasuncing the word corsar in mixed company. Elsewhere she
disciissed baw 4 rakish yoisig mas teied b pease from @ sesmatres
the name of the article of artire she was working on. Blushing hotly,
the young lady annourced thar it was a frock, but when the young
man pointed out that there wasn't meacly enough matenal for 3
Frosck she asserted it was an apron. Pressed fumher, she claimed it
wit 4 pallowcase, Evenquwally, she fled the room in shanee and sears,
wnable 1o name the ohpect. It was in fact & blouse, but o have
anered the word to @ mam woald have been “a sympeom of absohste
depraviry’,

For women in particalar, this rhetorical fastidicusness was mot
jmse sbuard but dangerous. For much of che naneteenth century,
amitles densoted the whole of a3 woman®s bady below the wanst,
while stomuach did similar sernice for everything berween the waist
and head, It thas becams impossible o inform a doctos of almost
any seriows medical complaimt, Page Smith noces a rypical case in
which a young woman llltnswhmbubm:wu‘.dndr
describe it to her plmmmu:pmmhr.rm:du.

Physical examinarions were almos unknows. Gynescolagical
imvestygations In particular were made only a8 a last resort, and
ﬂwil.unlh'mid:ﬁmdlmmuudﬂlﬂut Ome docor in
FPhiladelphis boassed chat “‘women prefer 1o sulffer the extremiry of
danger and pain rather than waive those scruples of delicacy which
prevent their maladies from being fally explored™. " Dreath, in other
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words, was to be preferred o immodesty. Given the depehs of
medical ignorance, it was probably juse as well that the medical
men kept their hands to themselves. Such was the lack of
knowledge in regard ro female physiology that until the dosing
years of the nineteenth century it was widely believed that the touch
of a menstruanng wonmsan counbd rurm a bam rancid. (The Britisk
Medical fournal ran a lively correspondence on the marer in
1878." Mor was it just male doctors who were profoundly
inmpcent, As late as 1901, in a book enntled What o Young Wie
Chught fo Knoie, Dr Emma Drake was informing her readers that
during pregnancy they might experience uncomfortable feelings
of arousal. This, she explamned frankly, was dmwmunnmnl
condition and should be considered a disease”,"

Mot surprisingly, sexual mmuwmamﬂu@ On the eve of
her wedding, the furure novelist Edvth Wharton asked her mother
what would be expected of her in the bridal chamber. “You've seen
emough pictures and statues in your life," her mother stammered.
‘Haven"t you noticed thae men are made d.iﬁu'!'nﬂ'g,r from women?*
and with that closed the subject.””

Those who sought enlightenment from sex manaals were left
lietle wiser. The two best-selling guides of the day were Whar o
Young Boy Chght to Kaow and What a Young Gl Qught 1o
Know, both written by a clergyman named Syvivanus Srall, Despine
the books® titles Stall was at pains to make sure that his young
readers should in fact know nothing, To deal with the inevitable
question of where babies come from, he sugpested parents
memarize the following roundabout answer:

Hydmﬂumqmﬁruhmﬁdnmﬂmm
mian and wiatman, ceery whrwpﬂuﬂnbumrl}
very young children have asked themselves ar ochers =
whienoe and how they came o be io the world. I you were to
ask where the locomotives and the steamship or the
eelegraph and vhe relephoss came from, i wonld be wisess,
in order that we might have the mosr satlstucrory answer
thit we shoald go back vo the begimning of these things, and
canitder what was dane by George Sephenson and Roben
Fulton, by Benjamin Fesnklin and Samod Morse, by
Graham Bell and Thomas Edison voward developing and
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S0 there you have it, my child — they come from emanent leventor

Bat no, Stall then abruptly switches tack and launches into a
discusion af corn-ialks and thar tassels, with obligue references
w Papa and Mama Shad, birds and eggs, oaks acoms, and

other such narural processes, but withows so mach a5 a hine as
how any of themn manage to regenerate. Then, a5 a kind of cooling-
down exercme after all this heady candour, be provides a besef
BET.

Far youmg men, the grear anwiery was masturbalion, & Erm
coined i a Brigigh medical joirnal m 1766 in an armecle entded
*Onanism: A Treatise on the Disorders Produced by Masnwrha-
won', The orgins of the term are puzthing. The Oxford Eaglish
Dristicaary says than it comes from che Lacin sasturbari, bt then
calils that a teem of ‘unkn. arigan’. The werb lorm mashirbate didn'y
arise umtl 1857, bus by char time the woeld had come up with any
number of mﬂm&q altermatives = celibacy,
HESS, ir#'-pahnmarhd the hmmmm.ﬂ
whatever name it went, there was no questian that indulgence in it
wonld leave you & juddering weeck, According 1o Dr William
Aloorts A Young Mom's Gaade {18qo) those who sucoambed to
wemptation could confidently expece 1o experience, in succession,
epi S0 Virus’s dance, palsy, blindmess, consumption,
a&y,‘:mﬁmnmﬂm;&mﬁhﬂddﬂnﬂm
the spine’ and fnally death.'®

Aus labe as 293 the American Medical Association published 2
book thar char spermain, a consiiment of semen, was
necessary for the building of strong muscles and a well-ordered
brasn, and that boys who wasted thas precsous blological elixir
would urn from ‘hard-muscled, Rery-eyed, resourcebal ;u.mg_
men mm'ninﬂrduhd,fhbhmmddmﬂymdcﬂu !

Far women, ignarance was not juss confined 1o marvers sexual,

wisdom had it that members of the fair sex should
nit b exposed 1o masters thar might tax their fragile and dighty
muinds. Even umﬂu‘uﬂdnnm a5 Thomas Jefferson
believed that femsales should mor ‘wrinkle their forcheads with
politics’ ar excize their susceprible passions overmuch with books.

Sex and Other Distractions

Recounting the difficalties of irping to bring o liberal education
w0 poung womsen, Emma Willard, founder of the Troy Female
Seminary, che first true American girls” schoal, noted hew parents
had covered their faces and fled a classroom “in shame and dismay'
when they found onc of the papils drawing a pacture of the buman
circalarory syssem on 3 backboard, ™

E'brmrrﬁm:l:q WA :lln:.pd o acquire a limde learming,
she was not npmdm:}mtirwi.l‘h the world. An nfluential
maniual, A Father's Legacy fo His Daughters, crunoncd its young
readers, “If you happen to have any learning, keep it a profound
secret, especially from the men. ™ When in 18:8 Fannie Wri
gave a serics of public lecrures, the mation's press was ar
shocked and then nuha@ul..ﬁ.mw:])ﬂperin Louidswille accused her
of committing “an act against nature’. The Meiw York Free Emguirer
dedlared that she had *with ruthess violence broken loose from the
restraimts of decorum®. The New York Anverican decided that she
hiad "ceased vo be a woman® by ber actions.® Mo one objecred 1o the
content af the becnures, you understand, merely that i was issaing
from the mowth of 3 female.

The rniest desiacion from conventional behaviour earned the
uh,;l::a‘fmnmrpﬂ';. In 1851 ibe Mew York Treres edisonalized
against the growing use of slang by women, with the implication
that it bespoke a dangerows moral laxity, and cited a5 an example
the shocking expression “What a cunming hat'.**

Yet —and here is the great, confusing paradox of the age — a4 the
very time that these repressave cunrents were swirling sround, many
women wert stepping foraard and demanding ro be heard with a
vigour and boldmness char would not be repeated for a cenrury, The
women's movement of the nineteenth cenrury grew our of a huge
thrust for social change that gripped America like a fever between
aboat 1830 and 1880 Scores of new ideas seived the popular
consciousness and found huge, fanancal followings: utnpiomism,
spivituglivm,  popwlism,  vegetarianism,  socialism,  women's
J'qu,ﬁ'a;v black emnraciaiion, fax reffarm, fr)nd' refn:u'm ct-
manarligen, mysdicism, ocenliim, secamd ad , tempeTaince,
Iranscendenialism, Pmpl:tdrpwd impi theese social pmh]mu a5 if
palling sweets from a bag, Ome group called for ‘iree thoughe, free

T . but rather should confine the: “danc lowe, free land, free food, free drink, free medicine, free Sanday,
prive. gl U pleng— 2 R free marmiage and free divorce’. Amosher, styling ivelf the
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Mothingarianes, rallied behind the oy “Mao God, no government, no
A TRERE, NG MONEY , N6 Meeat, o tobacoo, no sabbath, no skints, ne
chuarch, no war and no slaves!” As Emerson wrote to Catlyle m
nlye: "W are all a linde wild here with namberiess projects of
socidl reform. Mot a reading man but has a draft of a new
Cismananiry in his wantcoae pocker.”

Typical of this mew spirir of experimentstion was a commune
called Froilands sarted in 1843 by A. Bransoa Alcorr and some
followers. For various fashiomable reasoms, the members of the
Fruitbsnds communsty repeced mea, checse, tea, milk, colfer, noe,
woollen cloghing, leather shoes, and manure, One parzicularly
‘zealous adherent refused to et any root that pushed downwards
‘imstend of aspining vowards the sum’. The colony lassed less than a
year. Things went well enoagh during warm weather, but at the
farst sign of winter frost, it broke up and the members returned o
their comfortable homes in Bosioa,

For women, the social lerment presented an oppormunity to take
part far the firs tinee i pablic debate. It began with & few becrares,
umﬂymoﬂurmmpﬂummmmtﬁeﬁdmm
and edwcatian. By woamen were appearing om pulblic
platforms and speaking not just for abalisan or vegetarianism or
crapscemdentalism, bur for thear own interests.

Two of the most owrspoken were the sisters Tennessee Clafhin
and Vicworia Clafin Woodhall, Wh:rpmndr [ETE muhl Ntw
York swockbroking firm and publ a
Woodbull ard Claflin's W‘n‘t.lf:r whach wpmad a variery of
wiapian schemes and engaged in am early form of “outing’ when ot
euposed the affair of the preacher Henry Ward Beecher and
Elweabeth Tilvon, the wibe of one of kis parishiomers. Curbously,
they didn’t artsdk him for this, bur prased him for his ‘Smmense
physical potency” amd “amariveness’.

Waoodhall was particularly — and in the contexy of the nmes
breatbiakingly — forthright in her demands for free kove. ‘If [ want
sexnal intercourse wich one or one hundred men | shall have ie,” she
thundered, *Amd ths sexual imercourse business may as well be
discussed - ., . entil you are so familiar with your sexual organs chaz
am&mmdumwmwhqnm:hﬁtbhih meunt g your
face any more than a u{m«wmydu-fpm ufwurboda- i

As o way of g their found semse of i e
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mwmﬂmwmqb%;lmdgﬂgmms
named for Amelia Bloomer, a postmistress in upstate Mew York
and & leading vemperance lecrarer. Bloomer did not mvent
bloomers bus merely popularized them. Bloomers could hasdly
have been more modest, They were a sort of valuminous pants, not
unlike those worn by modern baseball players, worm a shisrt
skire or smock — ‘Ieke a strarnaphere balloon with two hot dogs
peeping out at the bottom', as one historian has pat it — and they
freed women from the horrible constraints of corsers and bodioes.
Thiey were decorous and they made eminent sense, bt predicrably
they arowsed huge agitation, and from pulpits to newspaper
editorials they were Pubminsoed against ae gracebess at best,
lasciwious at worst. It was not until mach laver thar bloomers came
T sigmify & woman's underclothing.

Pressing the fight for woman's soffrage, Woodhall ran for
President in 1872 as the candidare of the Equal Rights Party. (Her
mh;mlkwnﬂtefrudlhui"rdﬂ:i:ﬁ: Duud.l.n.:lSwn
afterwards, she moved 1o England, married an aristocrat, goe
religion and recamted almose everything. She devored mach of the
encrgics of ber later years w trying to persusde pewspapers to
throw out their files of her earler wmerances.

By this time, however, others had rushed ro 6l the vacwum
creared by her departure. The forthrighomess with which many of
these early feminists put cheir views seems astonishingly ot of
keeping with our usual perception of the age. Angela Heywood
lasnched a spirited campaign for free love m which she made the
umiversal accoptance of the word fiuck a ceneral venet. Why sheuld
she be compelled to use the verm “gentrative pexual intercowrse’ in
her lecrares? she repeatedly asked. Three words, a7 betvers, w0
define a given action . . . commonly lpohmmwwordufhur
Jemers thar everybody knows the meaning of, *

Mo bess unexpecredly, the most vociferows sxponents of free love
and other radical practices were to be found not in Boston or New
York, but owt on the prairies in places like lowa, Kansas and
IMingis. The most radical freethinking newspaper, Lucifer, was
based in Vafley Falls, Kamsas. It is worth noting, however, that even
among the most commemed bastons of libertarianism sexual
enlighrenment was 3 somerimes clasive quality, Even here it was
widely believed thar masurbation dangerously “thinmed the blsod

169

198



Made m America

and destroyed wital emergy’, Many in the free lowe movement
supponed wninhibleed scxual inrercourse beewees men and women
mhn:mﬂfﬂm:nmhlnnﬂrm:pnmwd
masurbation.’

Mever before nor since, in short, has there been & more combased
and bewildering age. To resd on the one hand the New York Times
castigating women for saying ‘what & cunming hat” and on the ather
Angela publicly arguimg for the righe to say ‘fuck’, irisail
bt inpossible so believe chay we are dealisg with the same people
in thee same country in the same centary,

Much the same paradox obtaned wih sex. In po other ome in
mwhumhmwudrwmmmv
avalable. In 1860 it was cstimated that H‘M.pl:dhﬂd Laboa
prossnstes, and Chicagn 7,000 Mo estimates appear to have been
made for Blew York, but it s known thar the city had over 6iza
brothels. For the less advennarous there was a huge scockpile of
pamagraphy (from Greek terms meaning literally “hardor wiiring'
and coimed in Eagland in 1854} in both words and pictures.

Many rerms associated with illicit sex are very old. Bordells
{froum am Old French word for & small ht), broghel (from the Old
English bréothan, meanimg derelict}, wdare (anctier Old English
word), strumpel, harlor, bawdy bosse and svert walker all
comfortably predace the Pilgims. Throughout the mneteenth
oenny prostines were also commonly known as fappers; &
term pesurrected for fast girls in dhe 1g2om, and pay women o
m.}hﬂmlﬂmhﬂmﬂdﬁ:ﬁnﬂhhﬂmﬂnﬂlhh
oncerrain. We know ap| i ly when ir hapy ] = che lare
1lom — h:mm:ppuumhwuuwhwﬂmmmh&
Mo less mysoerious un-rnld:emmqr
}rorrmu:h..ﬁmor In its homophobic semse, the term B an
Americanism Brst recorded in 1904, but beyond that almoss
nothing is known. I England, fopeot and its diminutive fag have
had a muldplicicy of meanangs, from a slang term for a cganeme,
usdgE May Come schaolboy rerm designanung a bay
who serves a1 a kind of slave for 2 mane senior fellow, roasting his
mmhmwmm&!@lmm‘
assisting i throagh that sexudl debirium known as pubetty. But
puzdingly there is no indicanon of fag ever having denoeed a

o
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homotexiual in Britain, and no one has ever podited 2 conwincing
explanation for the term’s transmission to America.

Amaong other Americanisms conmected with sen we find red Fight
district from the 18eos (it comes, a5 vou might geess, from the
mﬁu&hﬁnm a red hight in the front window of a brodhel);

from 1900; fnogie, trick, to be fast and foose, and cat bowse
from the early 19oos; jobwr for a prostivae’s customer, and calf gird,
both from the 1304 2"

Inevitably, all the loose talk of promiscuity and sexwal
assertiveness, and the growing availability of swme (an English
dialect word related to smudge, and first recorded i 1722) 10 all i
many forms brought forth a violent reaction. It was personified
must vigorously in the beefy shape of Anthony Comstock, one of
the moss relentless huners-down of vice America has ever

produced.

A former salesman and shipping office clerk, Comstock had litle
educaton — he could barely read and write — bat he knew what he
didn't like, which was mare or less everything, ncluding even jock-
steaps. As founder and hrst secretary of the Socety for the
Suppression of Vice, he bobbied vigorously for a federal law against
absceniry. The difficuley was thar the Constitution seserved such
matters for the states, The federal government could involve mself
only m regard to interstate commerce, chiefly through the mail. In
1871 it passed whar came immediately 1o be known as the
Comstock Act. Described as “one of the most vicious and absurd
measures ever to come before Congress”, it was passed after just ren
minutes of debare. In che same yvear Comstock was appointed
Special Agent for the 1S Post Office to enforce the new law, and he
went o work with a vengeance.

In 2 single year, Comstock and his deputies impounded 134,000
Ib. af books, 14,200 lb. of photographee places, almose 100,000
photographs and drawings, éo,a0c miscellaneous amdles of
rubber, 31,500 boxes of Ephmdmul pills and potioas, and §, jo0
packs of playing-cards.”™ Almost pothing escaped his rathless
ekt o suppress vice wherever it arose. He even ordered the arrest
of one woman for calling her husband a “spitzbub’, or rascal, on a
postard.

By 1914 it had become Comstock”s prowd boasr that his efforts
had led to the imprisonment of 3,600 people and caused 15

i
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suscides. Amomg those rampled by his zeal was one da Craddock,
mmmwmm a work of serious linerarure, had
‘beeem found obscene by a jury char had nor heem alflowed co read i
Comarock's effors were in the long rum largely coumer-
ive. Hin e reales b llyang earned sympathy for many of his
wictums, and hi efforts ar suppreesson had as abmost guaranieed
elfect of pablicising the attacked obyrot beyond the creator's
wildest dream, most notably in 1913 when b urmed bas guns on s
meerdiocre paincing by Paul Chabas called September Morm = which.
mnmwmwu!mhnd made ira
mational sendation, Before the year was our pracrically every

barber-shep and gas station in the country boasted 2 print.
Strangely, the one thing the Comsrock Aot did not do was defime
whadt constinsted lewd, cbscene or ndecent manerial. Congress
ﬁpﬁh&nﬂt-@nmummmdl Pt aneil 1957
the Sapreme Count get around oo consadering the matoer of
ohecenity, mdﬁunmuﬂrhnmhtm}rmm
th!xwrﬂmﬂ appealed o 'prarient
| “lusthil thowghts'. In effect ft rubed that
uhnmqmﬂkmmdbutmcd:&d-ma ustice Potver
:El.-nudrpnln ‘1 kmow it wisen | see 57" In 1973 the
coun redefined obacenc works as those chat "sppcal to the prarient
imterest, comtain pultn.li;' offensive condueet, and lack artiseic,

hﬁéhhmmam works by

F.uhﬂl-h mwmu&&mmhﬂ}mm
dunﬂl-',t ing for being

Thebill
tmmupﬂmﬂtumbﬁm&mrmwﬂ
the obsome. Among the proscribed subjects were works of ant
“imcladimg bur not Emired to depiczions of sadomasochizm, homo-
eratsciam, the of children, or indivedusls engaged in
sex acti; or maverial which denigrase the objects or belbefs of the
adherents of a pardoalar religion or non-religion; or marerial

which denigrases, debases, or revibes & person, group oe class of
citizers on the basis of race, creed, sex, handicap, age or sational
Fa
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baw implies, maseurbation and seif-polluson are not the same
thing, then what exactly is self-pollation? Smoking a cgaretse!
Failing to bathe regularly? Whatever it may be. in Indiana 2t beas
as lane a0 the 19408 you could spend wp to bourteen years in prson
far i,

In those few instances where states have eled o be more
carefully explicic in their staruges, they have usually ended up tring
themseives in knots, Kansas, for mstance, gave miel a law thar
made sduleery in the form of vaginal meescourse illegal, but not
whim w inwolved deviant sex acts. What is certain is thag sosr
people have broken such a law ar one time or another. The wex
researcher Alfeed Kiosey, not normally 2 man b0 make light of such
miarrers, ance remarked anly half jokisgly thar, with whar he knew
fmil:lihrﬁﬂ.#jpﬁuﬂn!ﬂrpmpknﬂbdmﬂw‘uﬂhh
priscn and the odwer 19 per cent wene anaemic.

The difficulty of course is that acceptable bebaviour, nos just in
sex bug in all chings, is a constmtly changmg comcepr Jasc
consider the matter of beards. In rqun, Americans had besn
beardless for so bang — about two hundred years — that when an
eocenumic characer in hlmi#lil‘l‘l., Massachusens, grew a bezard
be was attackoed by 2 crowd and dragged off to jail. Yet by the
mid-18508, just & decads and a half laser, dhere was scarcely a
beardless mam in America. From 1880 o 1897, every Amenican
President was bearded, Or consider hembines. In 1az1, when
hembines began o dlimb mo mid- calf, Urah considered imprison-
img — ot fiming, but imprisoning — women who wore skirts more
than three inches above the ankle. Yinginia, shocked s the other
extreme, imtroduced a bill char would make it a criminal offence
to witar a gown thae dasplayed more than three inches of throa.
(oo mkn!muu'lﬂcnd, Iml'mpmlhhﬂn
of the mamer and pomish any retasler foond guilty of selling a
garmsent thar ‘enduly displaye or sccentuanes che female figure’. ™
Such outrage wasn't reserved just bor female artire. As late as
194§, any male ventarng on b the beach of Atlamue Ciry with a
hare chest faced arresy for indecency.’?

In shost, sandards of acceprability constantly change. A period
nfuﬁmuﬂmdmkﬂmdw: off licence, The

restrictive age of Anthony which drew to a
chose with his death in 191§, wan immediarely followed by a
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" Arlast Ameerica had a bill chat stated the precise bogndaries
nf lwrrtahlw_r- Unformanarely, as critics pomted out, it was also
il of hales.

Cuite apart from the possbilities for abuse inherent in open-
ended phrases ke ‘meduding but not Bmited to” and *a particular
religion or non-religion”, the law if followed 10 dee lemer would
have made it illegal ro provide funding for, ameng much ehe,
Shakespeare’s Merchant of Vnice, The Bacchar by Earipides, The
Clowds by Aristophanes, operas by Wagner and Werdi, and
pamtings h}' Rnbcn.:‘ Rembrand: and Picasso, It would even have
miade it illegal vo display the Constitution, since thar dooament
denigrates blacks hyuuuqrhmuﬁrﬂ-ﬁ.ﬁln human (for
purposes of determining prop epr toe). The bill was
rejected and replaced by ome pmhhmng ant’, agam
braviag it to others to determane what precisely obscene might be,
and eroseing that they would know it when they saw i

Seane laws regarding obscenity and morcality are equally — we
maght fairly say ridiculously — prone to ambigunty. Two things are
notable abowt such szate laws: firss, bow mntrusive they ane, and
second, bow vague is the language in which they are couched,
Many go o Far a5 1o proscribe certain acts (for example, oral sex)
even herween consenming aduls, even sometimes berween hashand
and wile. Most states have laws against fornscanon and even
masturbanon lying somewhere on their books, though you would
hardly know i, such is the evasive language with which the laws are
phrased, One of e most popullar phrases is "crime against nanore’
{thowugh in California i1 is “the infamous crime against naure” and
in Indiana ‘the abominable and detestable crime against nanre'),
bur almost never do they specify what a crmie qpaimst mature is. An
inmocent observer could be excused for concluding that it means
chopping down wrees or walking on the grass,

Many others have laws agairst “self-pollution’, bur agam
withour providing & definition of what is intended by the expres-
shodt, Okcasionally stamues include 3 more explicit rerm ke
sodowry or sasiwrhation, but often this serves only oo heighten the
uncertamry. Iediana, for instance, has a hw..puwd in 190, which
reads in parc: “Whoever entices, allures, instigaces or aids any
person under the age of Paensy-ome | L1) Fears 1o commit
tion o self-pollution, shall be deemed guilty of sodomy. > If, as the
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period of relative abandon. Moo only did hemlmnes cimb o
shocking heights, but young people, made suddenly mobile by the
availabaliey of cars, ook 1o partping unnl all hours, drimking
bath-tab gin, and engaging in heavy sessbons of meckmg and
petting = activities thar had always existed of course bux had anly
recentdy acquired such explicic labels. Cuher newly minted rerms
of the period — bedroom eves; playboy; tall, dark and hendscwme —
betray a frankness that could not have been expressed ten years
earlier.

Mothang berer caprured the mew spanit of sexual boldness, ar the
imevitable backlash against ia, than the mowies. After therr cautions
sgart, maowies in the period 191 8—a0 became wildly daring by the
suandards of the day. Smadios cranked our a succession of picnares
with provecarively enticing ritkes bike Virgin Paradise, Red Hot
Fomance, The Fourteenth Lover, Her Purchage Price, Flesk and
the Devil and White Hor Steff.™ One lond poster promised
VWSS 3 IMAHEI pioure Eiz.mn"n‘ ‘meckers, perters, whate lquﬂ.,
red kisses, pleasure-mad daughters, sensation-craving mothers - , |,
the tath = bald, naked, sensariomal’.** Even hisrorical epics gor the
treatment. Helem of Troy was advernised as “an A.[r. Mammain a
B lmim".h.ﬁ.wrj few, like the 1518 movie A Mian's World, did
contain brief nudity, and others cemainly implied rampant sex, but
for the most part the hottest thing was the poster,

In 1521, with Holbywood rocked by scandal — it was the year of
the Farty Arbuckle case and the death in sexvally questionable
circumatances of a director named William Desmond Taylor — and
with hirty-seven seares and hundreds of msndcipalives threarening,
to come up with a confusion of censorship codes, Hollywood
acted. It formed a body known as the Motion Picrure Producers
and Distriburors of America, Inc., and appomed Will H. Hays,
Postmaster General under President Warren G, Hasding and a
former chaitman of the Republican Party, a8 s firsc head, Hays
wis a non-smoking, mon-drinking Indiana Preshytenan whiose
pinched face had extreme moral recrinade written all over it
(Thowgh, ke many ochers in the Harding administration, his
probaty did nor extend o financial dealings. I'Il'l'l.idh:ﬁ"m
receive and adroitly launder hundreds of thousands of dollars in
illegal campaign contribusions.] Ar a salary of $100,000 4 year,
Hays became the moral warchdog of America’s movies.
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In vpey, the Hays Office, as it was immsediarely iof miormally
kmovmn, issued 3 famous st of *Don's and Be Carefali”. The liss
comsisted of cleven proscribed acts, such as “excessive or luseiul
kissimg’, amd tweniy -six aces mo be handled with extreme canrion. In
1930 this was superseded by 2 much more comprebensive Produc:
cicn Code, MWWIMH&MMMHMM
hdl:mn' The code decreed several beaad principles —
pictures should be whol that the sympachies of the J' -
should mever be ‘thrown o the side of crime, wrong-doing, evil or
win’ — and scores of specific stricnures. b forbade the umeriag on
woreen ol st of every commaon swear wond snd racial epithet, bat
such dramarically wsetul cerms as enonwch, fioocy, lowse (the Hays
Office betlpfially suggested stimk bug a3 an alsernative], gurs, i yous
bat, mwts, mavts, cripes, bellcat, befch and even, remarkably,
wirtucws [on the presumption chat it was a too explicit reminder
it game peopls weren't). Liar was permiced i comedses bar sat
dramas, and travellimg scaleiman could be wsed but net in a context
inwalving a farmer’s daughier.*” Lord, even in reverential coneexrs,
had #o be changed ro Lawsy. One af the more indessnuctible myths
cancerning the code is that it dechoed that when a man and woman
were shaown in bed together the man must adways have ar faasc cone
Fooq on v foor, Ir said g0 such thing. However, it did sowch on
almiost everything else. A: one movie historian has pat it. ‘it
prohshited the showing or mentioning of almost everyching
permans oo the situation of nermal husnan aduls®.

Even the word & in the w contest comld be considered
dangerously suggestive. In 1931 Hays Otfice ordered Samuel
Goldwyn m change the name of his comedy The Greeks Had 2
Word for [t to The Greeks Had @ Word for Them. In much the
same spigir the tide of a joan Crawtord movie was changed from
Irfideivey vo Fidiliry. rhmmulm,wmﬂawm
rights to Lillian Hellman's play abous besbianizm, The s
Howr, Hays rold him thar he could by all means make o o &
i, s bongg as it didm’t Bave anything po do with leshlans and he
didn’t call it The Children's Howr. The movie was made without

leshians and with dhe ricle Tiﬂfum-" e "
Ociatomally, cowahl preserve a line through 1
ofits, Diaved 01, ick managed to save Clark Gable’s famous, and

ar the rime shocking, ‘Frankly, my dear, [ doa't give a damn’ in
yré
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exmpletives — diirm, durm, golden, poshded, goshdang,

horm spoc (2 nonce rerm frst cited in the Bighow Papers), jo-fired,
jurmping Jebosbophar and oghers abmoss withour sumber — bt
even these coutsous epithetts could land people in erouble as late as
the 19408, Mencken notes bow a lederal judge in BNew Yock
threatened a Lawyer with contemipt for having the impertinence to
wrmer “darn’ in his coare. Esquire magazine found iself hawled inco
coart by the Postmaster General i 1943 For daring s pring
hacksid, bebired and boasedy Boaer i various rsues, bnwasn't even
mecessary o say a word to cause offence. Durning World War I, an
anti-Crerman song called “Dier Foehrer's Face' was banmed from the
nation's alrwaves becanse it contsined a Brosx cheer,

Television o had a self-imposed code of ethics, As early as
104, wieen MNorma Marrin and Eddie Canror sang a deer called
“We'ne Having a Baby, My Baby and Ms', mdlmplmdawdt
a|lﬂehﬂ|ldmbe_daemlmnrﬂmﬂﬂbh!lhﬂrﬂp
Cm an early malk show, when the English comedian Bearice Lillie
iokingly remarked of belly dances thas she had no stcamach for dhat
kind of ching, it caused 2 small scandal. hhm]ug:u.lhnn
Arkansas Congressman with the God-fearing name of Ezekiel C.
Ceorhimgs held hearings on sex and wolence on relevision, the
mrkudapudnﬁ.mmm&nﬁﬁmﬂillrhﬁhl
mﬁm;mmrdwﬂdspp:ﬂum'sm

Thuss in Iisammﬂlmpw&m
wasa’r d. She was Mo was it jusr sex that
ptmp‘bﬁm;hq: Iulg;i. Wlﬂllﬂd;ﬂﬂ*“lm
abiout a bladk youth in Mississippi who is murdered after whisding
ar & whiee woman, the producers of US Seeel Hour enchusizsnically
went along with the idea - so long as the victim wasn't black,
wasn't murdered and didm’s live in the deep South.

Books by comparison shawed much greaser darimg, Fucking
appeared in 2 novel called Strange Fruit as early a8 1945, and was
banned in Massachusetts as a resiste. The publishers maok the stare
o onaart, bur the eaie Fell aparn when e defemos amoam ey srpuing
for its sale was unshle 1o bring himseld 0o utter the objectionable
ward in coaErt, mdfmrmmﬁ'n,g,ﬁul!mm-uﬂ&p inrptﬂu:
consumption.*® I 194% Morman Maider caused & sensation by
including péssed ey in The Naked and ghe Divad, Thires years laver,
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Gquth‘nd--l:m.mmhmpml u-.n'dq-pm
— by m‘.nﬁmng ‘May your mean lmbe !uu] burn in hell for
creminy.” But for the most pam films became mmly
cautious, amd would in 5o mto the 19608,

As late as 195 3, the main character in Gentlemen MM
s mot permieped b0 say “Bomoms up’ when quaffing a drink_ In the
Broadway production of The Seevm-Year Jick the mam characrer
commits sdultery, but in the 1951 movie Tom Ewell could only
agomize over the dangerous tempeation of it Capisin's Paradise, a
1952 British comedy in which Alec Guinness played 2 sea capaain
uiﬁwiminrwoptmwu:ﬂbwpdbﬂhtml:ﬂedmﬂ.mﬂi:loﬂlr
after the producers added an epdogue admonshing the audience
not o oy such a thing themselves.* Even Walt Dnsmey was
Forbidden from showng a cow with addess,*!

Fimally in 1568, with the Prodection Code almoss aniversally
ignored, it wis abandoned and & mew system of ratings was
imtroddoeed. Originally Glms were rased, in order of descending
expliciness, X, B, M and G. M was later changed ro GP and later
still o PG XXX, or Treple-X, though faveared by owners of pemo
theatres [an Americanism of 1a68], never had afficial standi

Mewspapers and magazines had no regulatory body eq;ubrlmn
to the Hays Office, but it wasn't necessary becanse they were
almost always prepared to exercise a rigotous self-censorshap. In
1533, when there was a breakthrough in the treatment of syphilis,
mait papers were at a boss as to how to tell their readers, Mose fell
hack on the convernently vague term social disesse. An innocent
reader coulbd well have concluded that it involved handshaking. As
late a5 1934, the New York Times would mos allow syplilis or
vemrreal diseass 1o besminch i:smﬂ:niﬂ&cm&sﬂminm“

As lace a5 1943, when a hushand's homesexualiny was a factor in
a sensanional muwrder orial, e REWSPAPETS coudd bring themsehies
to describe his aflicion. One described the man as h:ving_
‘tndications of an abnormal psychological nature” ™ Rape was
commonly euphemized to assault, 25 in the famous - but probably
apocryphal and certamnly undocumented — story of an attacker wha
‘repeatedly struck and kicked his victim, hutled her down a flight al
stairs and then assaulved her',

Because of social strecnares against even rhe mildest swearing,
America developed a parmcolarly rich crop of euphemastic

i

Sex and Otber Disiracnions

Armerica got igs firss novel co use four-lemer words extensively when
James Jones’s From Here fo Etermity was published, Even there the
editors were at sixes and sevens over which words to allow.
albowed fuck and skt (though not withour excising aboure half of
such appearances fmnﬂl:nﬂj:ml manuscripe) but drew the line
at cumt and prick.*”

Against such a backpround dictionary makers became seized
with uncerrainty. In the 19604 the Merridon-Websier Dicliomary
broke mew ground by including a namber of taboo words — cums,
ahit and prick — but bost its nerve when it come 1o fuck. Masio Pa
protested the omission in the New York Times bat of course
withour ance mentioning the word at issue. To this day America

ins To an ext di -ydeg-pgnln-dn!whrrﬁm.h:n
now the 1S Sqare Depamnment cannot bring itself to use the word
prostitute, Insead it refers o “available casual indigenous female
companions”,** Producers of are increasingly calling it
mﬁh lest the forsi ryﬂ:lﬂzdﬁnﬁlmf&hu semsibilities, even
l;?rlllhehumﬂmdmmﬁmrqa Lasgm for

‘mamip’.
Despite the growing explicuness of books and movies, in most
ather areas of public discourse — notably in mewspapers, radio and
local and network velevision — America remaing perhaps the most
enraordinarily cautious nanon in the developed world, Words,
pictures and comcepas thar chewhere excite no comment oc
reacting remain informally bamned from most American media,
In 1oy the Columbia Journalizm Repiewr ran a piece on the
coverage of a briefly infamous argoment between Pirshurgh
Firares Manager Jim Leyland and his scar player Barry Bonds. It
examined how thineen newspapers from around the country had
dealc with the livelier epill'-lr the mldme-n had hul:::d af each
other. Without exception the papers had replaced the offending
wml;hlﬁdt:lipﬁuurdldiu,nr:hthddanpdﬂmnm
something Lighter = making 'kissing your ass” into *kissing your
|mzt for instance. To an owiside ohserver there are two im-
mﬂluuly mﬂnn-gpumu I'E!'E"' first, that *lissing your ass” is still
i o for modern American newspaper
rﬂh:,apd.mmmﬂr I:h.lt'hun'lgymn'lmtt is somehow thought
more decorous. Even more arresting is that the Colwstbis
Joarmalizm Revien, though happy to revel in the discomfory

i7e
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whiich the papers had found themselves, could mot bring itelf to
print the objecionable words eithr, u]rhummdenrk-:w
Examples ﬁru;hfpm{p:f-d‘:u ¢ hard 1o find. In

a o are Bot w 1887
the Mew York Times colamnist William Safire wrote about the
expressson cover powr ais without being able to bring himaclf 1o
record the phrase, though he had no besitation in lisnng many
expressive synonyms: butt, keister, rear end, taidl, In the came year,
lﬁﬂammh&mmukﬂ%n&kﬂdcﬂww
was released, Safire the film in his colummn {che Mew
fwle:mﬂmMmmptndmm-Mhmhﬁﬂ
explained: ‘1 will mog pring the nrle here becawse [ deal wich a famaly
trade; besides, it i much more titilllating to ostentatioushy avoid the
slarg term.**" Pardon me? On the one hand he wishes 1o show an
anderstandable considerarion for our semse of delicacy; but on che
ather he is happy 1o drillate us = indeed, it appears to be his desire to
heighten oar dnllation. Such selective seb-censarship would seem
o leave American papers open 1o changes of, ar che very leass,

ENCONSIFTENCY.

In pursust of edification, | asked Allan b Shegal, assistamt
managing editor of the New York Times, what ruls on bad
language abtain at the paper. ‘| am happy tosay we maintain mo list
af proscribed expressions,’ Siegal rephied. ‘In theary, @iy expres-
mm}dhmdummu:mﬁcfn
of a hugely i news " He noted thar the Times
h:dundﬁimmﬂmﬁcwmnmmdﬁnm.
erap and dong ‘in semi serious contexts, like the Clarence
Thomas sexual haraggment hearings’.

Such instamces, it should be mored, are extremely exceptional.
hmunlmtndjdpgp;.ﬂiwudmlkﬂm?m Theney
st once (in a book review by Pawl Theroux). To pur dhat in
context, durng the period in review the Times published some
thing on the order of 400 millios to o0 million words of bext. Piss
appeared choee dmes (reics in book reviews, once in am 2t review),
Laid appeared thircy-reeo times, but each tme in reference 1o the
maovie that Safire could not bring himself v name. Butthead of
Inaihole appeared sixieen rimes, agan almost always in reference

8o
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to 2 particular r noun, such as the interestingly named po
gmu: Butrbuiepm.iwferspe £ v Per

As a rule, Sicgal explained, “we wish not o shock or offend
unless there is an overwesning réason to risk doing do. We are loach
to contribuce to a softening of the socery”s barriers against harsh or
profane language. The issu¢ is nothing $0 mundane as our welcome
among paying customess, be they readers or advertisers. Our
management eruly believes that civil public discourse is a chenished
value of the democracy, and that by our choices we can buttress or
undermine thar value,"™

One consequence of the American approach to explicit language
is that we often have no idea when many of our most common
expressions first saw hight since they so ofren go unrecorded. Even
something as innocwous as to be caupht weith one's pants dowr isn't
found in print unil 1946 {in the Saturday Evenmg Post), though it
is likely that people were using it at least a cenvury earlier,”* More
robust expressions like fuckimg-A and shithead are effectively
uneraceable.

Swearing, according to one study, accounts for no less than 13
per cent of all adult conversation, yet it remains a neglected area of
scholarship, One of the few studies of recent years is Cursing in
America, but its author, Timothy Jay of Morth Adams Stare
College in Massachusztes, had wo postpone his research for fve
vears when his dean forbade it 1 was told [ couldn't work on this
and I couldn’t teach cotirses on it, and it wouldn't be a good area
for tenare,” Jay said in a newspaper interview.™ “The minure |
got tenure | wene back to dirty words." And quite right, too.
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Wing dining, somewhere over France, 1929
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The Road from Kitty Hawk

The story is a familiar one. On a cold day in December 1903,
Orville and Wilbur Wright, assisted by five locals, lugged a fimsy-
looking aircraft on ro the beach ar Kirty Hawk, Morth Carolina. As
Wilbur steadied the wing, Qrville prostrated himself at the controls
and set the plane rolling along a wooden track. A few moments
later, the plane rose hesitamdy, cimbed to about 15 feer and
puctered along the beach for 120 feet before sering down on a
dune. The flight lasted just twelve seconds and covered less ground
than the wing-span of a2 modem jumbo jet, but the airplane age had
begun.

Everyone knows that this was one of the grear events of modern
technology, but there is still 4 feeling, | think, that the Wrights were
essentially a pair of inspired tinkerers who knocked together a
simple contraption in their bike shop and were lucky enough to get
it airborne. We have all seen film of early aircraft mmbling off the
end of piers of being catapulted into haystacks. Clearly the airplane
was an invention waiting to happen. The Wrights were just lucky
enough to get there firse.

In fact, their achisvement was much, much greater than that, To
master powered flight, it was necessary to engineer a series of
fundamental breakthroughs in the desipn of wings, engines,
propellers and control mechanisms. E'u-rf picce of the Wti;htx'
plane was revolutionary, and every piece of it they designed and
budlt themselves.

In just chree years of feverish work, these rwo retining bachelors
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from Dayron, Ohio, sens of a bishop of e Unired Brethren
Charch, had made themselves the wordd's leading anthorities on
serodynamics, Their home-built wind tunnel was years ahead of
anyrhing existing clsewhere. When they discovered thar there was
na fnemal theory of propeller dynamics, no b lae with which to
make comparative studies of different propeller types, they devised
thewr own. Because it i all so obvious 10 ns now, we forget just how
revolutionary their concept was. Mo one else was even within years
of touching them in their mastery of the aerodynamic properties of
wings. Their wau'pin; mechanism for contralling the l'im was
suach 2 breskehrough chaz iv is still “used on every fived-wing amcraft
thar Mies roday”.' As Orville poted years larer in an uncharac-
teristically bold assertion, ‘1 believe we possessed more data on
cambered surfaces, a handired times aver, than all of our predeces-
SOr% put tnpthﬂ.'l

Maoshing in cheir background suggested char they would creare 2
revalution, They ran a bicyde shop in Dayton. They had a0
scientibc training. Indeed, neitber had fimished high schoal. Yes,
warking alone, 'ﬂ'lz!rvilmmﬂl or ﬂ.l#ll"ﬂ'rmlm mare abowut
boah the mechanics and science of flight than anyone dlse had ever
comse close o knowing. As one of their biographers put itz “These
two untrasned, seli-educated enpineers demonstrated a gt for pure
sciemtific research chat made the more eminent scientists who had
smdied the problems of fhght look almost like bumbling
nnumn."

They were distincdy odd. Prows and resrained (they celebraned
their first socceseful Might with a bref handshake), they always
dressed m business suits with tes and starched collars, even for
theeir vest fights, They mever married, and ahvays lived vogether.
Odrent they argued ferocously, Once, according to a colleague, they
went 1o bed hearedly ar odds over some approach vo a problem, Tn
the morning, they sach admirred that there was merit in the other’s
idea and hegan argming again, bur from the other side. However
add their relanonship, dearly it was frochul.

They suffered many carly sethacks, not least returning to Kitty
Hawk one spring vo find thir a promising model they had lede
behind had been remdered useless when the local possmistress had
stripped the Freach sateen wing coverings 1o make dresses for ber
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daughters. Kirty Hawlk, off the Morth Carolina coase near the site
of the first American colony on Foanoke lsland, had many
drawhacks — monster mosquitoes in summer, raw winds in winter,
and an Bolation thar made the iimely acquisition of maresials and
replacement parts all bur impossble — bur there were compensa-
tions, The winds were steady and generally favpurable, the beaches
were spacious and free of obarections, and above all the sand-
dumes were mercfully forgiving.

Samuel Pierpone Langley, the man everyone expecred o make
the firss successful flight — he had che benefits of a solid scennfic
reputation, teams of assistane, and the backing of the
Smishsonian Instrrution, Congress and the US Army = always
lanpched his experimental planes from a plaform on the
Potomac River near Washingron, which tarmed each ress launch
inte a public spectache, and which then Became a public
embarrassment as his ungainly rest craby unfailingly lombered off
the platform and Eell nose Arst into the waber. It appears never to
have ocourred o Lamgley thar any plane laanched over warer
would, of dt faded to take wing, inevimbly sink. Langley's
devoted assistant and vest pilor, Charles Manly, was repearcdly
lucky tn escape with his life.

The Weight brothers by contrasr were spared the pestering
attention of purnalists and gawkers and the pressure of financial
backers, They could get on with their research at thelr own pace
withowt i'uvingm SAMSWET [0 ANYOnE. And when their crp:m‘l
launches failed, the plane would come to an undamaged rest on a
soft dune, They called their craf the Wright Flyer = named,
curiously emough, not for s seronastical qualities but for ane of
their hiu:ydu.

By the autwmm of o903, the Wright brochers knew rwo things:
thar Samuel Langiey's plane would never fly snd thar theirs would,
They spent most of the aamamn ar Kirry Hawk — or maore preciscly
at Kill Devil Hills, near Eirry Hawk — readyang their crafe, but ran
intor & series of teething problems, particularly with the propeller.
The weather, too, proved persiscently unfavourable. [On che one
day when conditions were ideal they refused to fly, or do any work,
because it was a Sunday.) By rr December, the day of their
breakihroagh, they had been ar Eirry Hawk for cighry-four days,
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livirg mostly on beans. They made four successiul flighes thar day,
of rzo, 175, 18cand Bg feer, lasing from cwelve seconds fo just
unider & munute. As they were fanding around after the fourth
flighe, discussing whether to have another amempt, a gust of wind
picked up the plane and sent it bouncing across the sand-dunes,
destroying the engine mountings and rear ribs, It never Mew agun.

Because it occurred so far from the public gaze, news of their
historic achievement didn't so much barst on ro the world as seep
ok, Several newspapers reported the event, but aften with anly the
haziest idea of what had taken place. The New York Hersld
reporied that the Wrighrs had fiown three miles, and most other
papers were siilarly adebt 1o thew detarde.

Many of those who had devored ther lives 1o achseving powered
flight found in so unlikely thar a pair of uneducated bicyele makers
from Dayion, working from their own resources, had succeeded
whiere they had repeavedly [ailed thar chey refused o entertain the
idea, The Smithsonian remained koyal v Langley = he was a former
asgistany secretary of the instipusion = and refused 1o acknowledge
the Wnghts' accomplishrment for abmost forry pears.

The Wnghts' bome town, Dayton, was so unmoved by the news
that w didn't ger around o giving them a parade uncil six years
laee. Unmperrurbed, the brothers pur Fuether diszance between
themselves and therr compenmors. By peos, in an mgroved plane,
they were flying up vo twenty-four miles, and executing compli-
cared MATCEUYEs, while staying abafy for almost I:er:r minisbes.
Only the tiny capacity of the plane’s fuel tank Lirmted dhe duration
of cheir flights.® The nest vear they received their patent, but even
it was nod the rining endorsement they deserved. It credired them
only with ‘certain new and useful wnprovemenss in Flying-
machines’,

The Wright brothers seemed wnbothersd by their lack nof
recognition., Although they made no secrer of their Oying, they
akso ottered no publc demonstraions, and bence didn’t anract the
pl:lpl.l1.i.l’ pochaim I'1E:f rn.':uht have. Indeed n 1508, when the
mose publicitycomscious Glenn Cumss fiew over half a mile ar
Hammondsport, New York, many assumed that that was che firse
Hight.
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In 3914, bong aiver Langley himseli was dead, the Smithsonian
allowed Curtiss to exbiome Langley's airplane, mmif,- it signi-
cansly and oy o By it in order 10 prove reroactively thar e
Wrights had not been the first 1o design a plane capable of flight.
With modificacions thar Lamgley had never dreamed of, Curtiss
managed to get the plane airborme for all of fve seconds, and for the
mext pwenty-eight years the Smithsonian, o s etemal shame,
displayed the craft as ‘the first man-canrying in the
history of the world capable of sustained free-fMighr®.

The original Wright Flyer spent rweney-five years under dus-
sheets im a Dayron shed. When wo institution in the United States
wamted it, it was lent o the Science Museum in Lomdon and
displived there from 198 m 1948, Not annl 1942 did che
Smithsonian at last accept thay the Wrights were indeed the
lmdwwn:ﬂmunﬂmymdﬂtﬁ:
hiseoric fight was the craft a1 las permsnendy displaved

The Wright brothers never called their eraft an airplane. The
word was available to them = it had exiszed in Amserica for almoss
lﬁrqyuﬂlﬂd.nmphn’.inﬁuihiuhfﬂmhip.
| Aeroplase was firsy used in 1369 in 4 British engineering magazine
wduuibeaﬁndufmmintdinupﬂimu,}hlttﬂ;‘;dlp
there was no agreed term for amcrafe. Lamgley had called bas
conaraption an sercdrome. Others had used aerial thip or aerial
machine. The Wright brothers f } fying mackine. But by
1916 airpleae had become the sandard word in Amersca and
deropheme in Brimain.

Flymg and its srendant vocabulary eook off with remarkable

, By the second decade of the cennery most people, whether

had been near an airplane or not, were familiar with rerms
like pilot, bargar, atrfield, might Fyiag, cockpd, air pocket, ceiling,
takpoff, nosedive, barmstormviag, tarlspre, crack-wp (the carly term
for a crash), baeidl owt and porackute. Filots were sometimes
referred o a5 aeronaues, biat generally calbed sviarors, with the frst
syliable proncanced with the short 4 of marigator uneil the 19305,

In 1914 wirfnes emtered the language. The Gree airlines were
fnrmed moe 1o carTy passengers bt msil. Pan American Airways
began by ferrying mail beoween Key West and Havana, Branaff,
mamed for its foander, Tom Braniff, covered the south-wesz. Other
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early participants were United Aircraft and Transport Corpora-
ton, which would eventually becomse United Airdines, Pircairn
Aviation, which wouald evolve inmo Easvern Air Lines, and Diebta Air
Limes, which had begun as a crop-dusting service im the Sourh.
Airmiail was coined in 1907, and sirmad gomp a year
laser,

Ead;plnﬂmr:dlms.lllpudwmnppﬂmhadﬂde
ﬂmmﬂmﬂymm For airmail pilots, Bying mosty at

without any proper navigational aids, ir was even worse.

ile an airmail pilot on the 5t Lowis—Chicago run, Charles

Lindbergh seaked his life on a farm boy is llincds cemembering mo

puron a 1og-watt bulb in his backyard each night before he weng o

beed. bt is little wonder that of the first forty pilots hired to carry air

mail for the government thiry-one died in crashes. Lindbergh
himself crashed thres planes in a year.

Largely becanse of the danger, flying took on a romance and
exciternent that are diffcult o imagane mow. By May 1927, when

i wuched down at Cartiss Field on Loag Island for his
historic Hight across the Adaniic, the world had become seized with
a kind of mania aboat fying and was teady for a hero, Lindbergh
wiah fust thee person,

Im recent monchs, six had died ypIng 10 cTo8s the
Atlantic, and several other groups of pilots at or around Curmnss
Field were preparing to risk their lives in pursuit of fame and a
$15,000 payolf calied the Dheig Prize. All the other enterprises
involved teams of at lesst two men,
provisiomed, theee-engined planes, And now here was someons
wha haad flown en from oo of nowbene (and had incidentally set &
coast-ro-coast speed record in che process) who was aiming o fy
the ocean alone m a frail, single-engmed mosquite of a plane. That
he had lasky boyish good looks and am air of imoocence made him
ideal, and within days America and hw““mmd bya
Luﬂyhgrm:.DnﬂlStmchyakz: his arrival, 30,000 penple
showed up at Curtiss Field boping 1o et a glimpse of this untmed
rwendy-five-year-old hero,

That Lindbergh was a one-man operacicn worked in his favour.
Where others were fm.ﬁ;mlup-mud up with
sarvival ratons, he & bag of sandwiches at a nearby lunch
counger, illed up bis fuel tank snd quiety ook off in te linle phane
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immense excitement and sense of possibiliy  dhar

hndhtﬂ;adu&#u#m:ﬁd‘hlpedmudutm&wap of
passenger cravel. Within rwo years most of the ainmail lines were
carrying . amd others, likke Amenican Airways (larer
Airlmes), Marional Airlines Taxi Service, and Morthwest Airways
Campany, were rushing to jain the market. Lindbergh himself
helped 1o bound what is generally credimed as the first erue passenger
airhine, Formed n 1929, ot was called Transcontinental A
Trams of TAT, bur was commaonly known a5 the Lindbsegh
Line. In July of that year, using Ford Tri-Motor planes, TAT began
the first long-distance passenger services scross America, and o
daing introduced concepts thar are sill with us: Right artendanes
{only men were employed at firs), lavatories, meals on board, and
individual reading lights, Theee momths laser the firg n-flighe
meowies were miroduced. b abso took the very bold = ar the rime
almosm unthinkable — decisson not 1o carry parachates,

Because of a pauciry of suitable sirpors and certain vexing
limitasions of the Ford Tri-Motors, mot beast an hnbih'_rm:ln.r
any bur the smallese mountains, passengers Bew anly about tao-
thirds of the sotal disrance. Wesrward-bound cravellers began with
an overnight train ride from Mew York's Pennsylvansa Seation o
Colansbiss, Ohio. There, safely pase the Al ith, they boarded
ﬂ'ieﬁnrplml:lm.lt:hmt:.,jonfﬂt ntlwpspwd:uflw
muph., stapping in Indianapols, St Louis, Kansas City, Wichita
and Waynoka, Oklaboma. At Waynoka, pessengers boseded yer
another train to carry them past the Rockies to Chovis, New
Mexieo, where a plane was wartng to take them on to Los Angeles
via Albuguergue, and Winskow and Kingman, Arizons, The whale
undertaking was, by modem standards, drafry, uncomiortable and
slow, Aleegecher the tmp ook forty-cight boars — though that was
rweniry-four hours fasoer chan the fastest crain. As a rewand for their
brawery, and for paying an extravagant $351.94 for a one-way
ticket, every passenger was given a sobd-gold fountaan-pen from
Tll‘ll.nfs.m

Flanes were unpressunized and unventilated. For many passen-
gers, beeaching ag the higher alerudes was difficuls. Ofeen the thdes
were 50 rough that a5 many a5 three-quamers of the passengers
became airsick |another new word of the age). Even the celebrated
aviaror Amelis Earbare was seen diving for the afrbag (rer ancther).
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named the Spint of 50 Louis (86 called because his hackers were
from there). He depamed at 7.52 a.m. on zo May 1947, and was so
loaded down with fuel thar he flew mast of the distance o Mova
Scotia just fifty feet above the ocean.® Because a spare fuel rank had
been bolted o 1o the nose, Lindbergh had ne forward visibility. To
s where bie was going, he had vo pur bis head our the side window.
Thnrhul |1-mlr= later, ar ro.2x ar night, Mlnndﬁdﬂhww
irfiel Pm-tD-e dred ch d peple were there o
greet him.

To the French he was L Boy. To the rest of the workd he was

Lucky Lindy — and he was lucky indeed. Though be did not know
i, the night before he had taken possession of the plane, ooe of the
waorkmen fuelling it had bost a piece of hose in the tank. Since a
phece of hose could easily foul the fuel lines, there was o option bat
o take ix ous. The workman had cur a six-inch hole in the tank,
rearieved the bose and surrepritiously patched the hole with solder.
Ir was & miracle chat it held throughout the turbulent Atlanric
CTOSSING.
Lindbergh was by no means the first person to oross the Adantic
by air. In May 1919, eight years earlser, a US Mavy plane had
crassed from Newfoundland to Lsbon, though it had stopped in
the Azores en route. A litbe less than a month afrer that, John
Abcock and Arthur Brown of Great Britain flew from Mewfound-
land tor lreland, the first non-stop Might. Lindbergh few 1,500 miles
further, and he did it alone, and that was enough for most people.
Indeed, most duln’t want to be reminded that Lindbergh was not
the first. When ‘Ripley's Believe It or Not', a popular newspaper
feature, noted that some twenty other people (including those in
dirigibles) had crossed the Artantic by air befoce Lindbergh, s
offices were inandared with 350,000 angry bemers.

Mewer before in modern hestory had anpone generated such
instane and rotal adulation as Lindbergh. When he remurned to
America, the parade in his honour prodaced more conferti chan
hewd b thrown o greet the returning moops afer World War 1
Mew York Ciy gave him rthe largest dinner that had ever been pur
o for a private civizen, The Mew York Srock Exchange even closed
for the day. Such was the hysteria thar amached riself vo Lindbergh
ithat when his mother went fo have her hair done in Washingron, is
taak pwenty-five policemien o canorod che mobs.”
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Faor pilots there were additional difficulties. The Fard Tri-Mosor,
called with wary l!ﬁ;ﬂM the Tin Goods by aithine crews, was a
challenging plane o Umufmmmmabhﬂmquﬁsm
&l!mm were mounted cutvide the cockpit, on one of
the wing struts, and frequently becams fogged once airborne.'!

Almose from the scam TAT was dogged with misforrune. Six
weeks after services began, a Los Angeles-bound plane crashed in
bad weather in Mew Mexico, killimg all cight passengers. Four
menvths later, a second plame crashed in California, killing sixeen,
People began to joke that TAT stood for “Take a Train™. In berween
these rwo crashes came another — char of Wall Sureet, when shares
phammiened on Black Monday, 29 Ocrober, marking the star of the
Girear Depression. TAT's posential market all but dried up.

TAT lost akmost § 5 million in its first year and was taken over by
Western Air Express, which itselil evolved into Transcontinental
and Wesrern Air = TWA. {The mame Trans Woed Airlines was the
product of a later, more expansive age.) Within a year, it had
slashed the one-way fare to just §ré0 (though there were no more
firee pens| and introduced the first srasardeis, (Her name was Ellen
Church and she chose the job cite berseli.)

{dn zr October 1936, josc ning years after Lindbergh's daring
flight, Pan Am imaugurated regular passenger flights across the
Pacihe from San Frameisoo to Manila, with refuelling ssops as
Hamolulu, Midway, Wake and Guam. Thees years laver, the airline
alse offered che frss scheduled flights across the Adantic, w
Marseilles via the Azores and Lishon, aboard its Flying Clippers,
four-enging, twenty-bwo-pasienger Boeing fying boats, Ocean
flighes imspired &n ominous new werm, podnd of mo returs, which
Girsr sppesred in the fourn! of rhe Rowel Asromautics Society in
1941, and quickly moved into the language in various figurative
SEOErS.

The hogstics of Fan Am's Pacibc operations were formedable,
Wake and Midway were uninhabuted, so everyrhing needed on the
islapds, from pancake bawer to spare engines, had to be shipped
in. Thres l:ul'nphr: teosels were built in San Franciscoe, desmandled,
shipped o Midway, Wake and Guam, and there reassembled. By
September 1949, Fan Am had extended its Pacific eperations, and
mﬂmmﬁq}ﬂmmwmwfmmdlhﬂ!hﬁ
] d far time, i i ad sertle for Midway — 'an

L3
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ideal choice for those who seek 2 ressful, carefree South Seas
atmosphere’ — which could be reached n just two days. Whar the
advernsements didn't say was that Midway wis & desolare heap of
sand and thae the few lonely people stationed there spent most of
ﬂ:li.rl:i.me:hnuc'-gnu.'[uaq.jﬂu. a lirde ower rwo years lager,
Midway became a rather less desirable bobiday ipot when
bm-edmfmlnfﬂuﬁnlpmhlbﬂlnlﬁcwilﬂquuﬁL
Diespiee the risks and discomfory, the number of abrhine
passengers soared. Berween 1530 and 1940 the namber of air
travellers went from 417,000 oo over t millon,'? World War 1l
llbunﬂr:uﬂi:s:bﬂl:!uﬂumﬂﬁu!thnillhﬂ,hﬂhnho
had ehe benefir of producing huge advamoes in long-destance
aviation, which the airlines were quick 1o exploit with the renarm of
By 1947 Morthwest Orsent Alrlines was boasting a
glummwmmwnfm«thmwim
Mew York to Tokyo of just chirty-nine hours, on its wondrous
Serarocruisers, which affered every combor. Because hosel stops
mnmhﬂ’tm,&qnmtq@wdwidibﬁk known,
alnost inevitably, & Skysleepera. Six years later Pam Am intro-
daced rramsatlanaic jetservices, and beds became a thing of the pass
as the faithful Serarocraiser gave way to the Boeing 7o7. Inseead of
names, planes increasingly had numbers - a not imsignificant koss 1o
the romamce of air travel. El'llvi.gsb'dlh.\t.ﬂ-udhghldmd
mambers since s first commercial plane, the 147, which carried
jiast ten passengers. |
Jet eravel sprinkled che language with new words: jet-bop
tzymmﬁ[ummm-aﬁm fet lag [1566), and jer fatigue
tﬂdpﬂmﬁﬂm ‘dl'ﬂ:em:l‘unlﬂ!pdﬁg.
bach coimed in 156E). Also in 1968 came an entirely new rype of
passenger plane named for, of all things, a circus elephant that had
lived a cenrury earlier. | refer of course 1o the jumibo el
The jumbo became a feanare of cravel when introduced into
service by Pan Am oa i1 January 1970, (The frst Right, from
Kennedy Airport to Heathrow, ook off seven and a half howrs lare
because aof an engine problem.} The plane's formal name was the
hﬂ'lﬂ.ﬂ.?.ﬂﬂ‘ﬂlﬁlhﬂ-ﬂuﬂﬂ'llﬂﬂﬂtm. Bosing’s jeliners
been nambered in intrements of ten in the order m which they
moﬁﬁtduﬂu—hﬂd Interesringly, the feature that makes
the jumba irstantly recognizable, i hump, came abour because
94

The Rowd from Kitty Hawk

Bwqhmd&wphmwldmhlmmhdﬂmm
carly 1 péos when the plane was being d
mmmamﬂﬁ:wmdm:mmm;m
jumbos ohsolete a5 passenger cariers. The decision was taken
Hmdmetuhpﬂumwﬂﬂlﬂ'urmumlhhmmdlnm
freighrers. By putting the cockpic our of the way up in 2 hamp,
freight could be loaded through the aircraft's nose.

That the most successful commercial aircraft in history should be
called after a circus elephant s an obvious oddity. People are
sonetimes surprised ro leam thar Jumbo the elephant wasn't called
thar because be was big, hr:nﬁg{&l:bﬁﬁhﬁ:nuﬂaﬂjﬂmﬁa
because of him. In fact, when he was given his name — it is a
shortening of mumbo b, & term for a West Afncan witch-
docror, whach found 3 separate usefulness in Emglish &5 2 symonym
for gibbaerigh — e was just a baby, only recently arrived ar London
Lon, Numeludnrldﬂduthwuﬂdrwmmﬂu
largest animal ever kept in captivi

Most Americans became Eamhrmﬂ:juﬂnw}mr. T.
Barnum, the circus impresario, boughe the dlephant from London
Zoo in 18484, a scandal char ourraged millions of Britans, and
began exhibiting him all over America. Barnum's handbills
depicted fumbo as absolutely enormeous = one showed a coach and
horses racng through his legs, with plenty of clearance. In fact,
Jumbo was nothing like that tall. Though indisputably the Largest
chephane ever messured, be was o more than eleven foet seven
imches i heighe. (Bamum was seldom mroubled by considerations
of accuracy. One af his other lasting creatvons, the *wild man from
Bomeo’, was in fact a native of Paterson, New Jersey.) ™

Mone the bess, thanks po Barnum's tirebess and inventive
promustion, the name Jumbo became assockaved with largeness, and
before long people wene buying jambo cigars, jumbo suircases,
jumbo portions of food, and evenmally travelling on jumbo jers.
Jumbi's American career was unforusacely shost-lived. One night
in Seprernber 1885, after Jumbe had been on the road for only
abowt a pear, he was being led to his specally built boxcar after an
evening performance in 5t Thomas, Ontarko, when an xpress tran
arnved wnexpectedly and ploughed ingo him, with imeversabie
consequences for bath elephant and wain, lvook 1ée men o haal
Jumbe off the racks. Mever ane 1o miss a chance, Barnum had

ELH
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Jumbo’s skin and bones separately mounted, and thereafter was
able to exhibit the world’s largest elephant to two audiences at

once, withourt any of the costs of care or feeding. He made far more
money out of Jumbo dead than alive.
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New as nuclear fission and twice as powerful — that's the new,
newer, newest, all-new Bulgemobile!!
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Welcome to the Space Age: The 1950s
and Beyond

I 1954, in one of those delvings into the furere thar magazines

found so satisfying at the time, Newswesek presented this confident

scenario for the lucky housewife of 1979: “Waking o cool 1970-

sryle music from a tiny phonograph built into her pillow, the

housewife yawned, flicked a bedside switch to wwrn on the

:hbﬁronit recipe-maker, then rose and scepped into her ubtrasonic
ower.

Among the many things Newswesk's soothsayer failed o foresee
was that by 1979 the howsewife would be an endangered species.
What the world gor instead were words like soorkabolic, drive-bry
shootings, crack cocaime, AIDS, repetitive stress imjury, gridiock
and serial killer. We're still waiting for the ultrasonic shower.

If Newsweek surveyed the future in 1059 from a somewhat
optimistic perspective, we can hardly blame it. In the 19 5os life in
the United Srates was about as good as it gers. World War 1t had not
only ended the Great Depression and decked Ametica with honour,
buchad laid the groundwork for an economic boom almost beyond
conceivable proportons. Where the war had reduced much of
Europe and Asia to rubble, exhausted nawonal exchequers,
destroyed industries, and left millions homeless or even stateless, ™
America was intact. Her rwelve million returming servecemen
and women came home 1o a country untouched by bombs. In 1945
the country had $26 billion worth of factones that had not
existed when the war had started, all but $6 billicn of which could
be converted more or leis immediately 1o the production of

99
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mon-military goods: cars, eevisions, refrigerators, macors, processed

fuads, nbuﬂ,p'rd!n:.pb. mame it Auﬂulmﬂ'ld.m'lqnd:rlmlg
nanions i 1945, had mooey vo spend — more than $143 billion in
War and Savings Bonds alone.” The stage was set for the grearest
consamer boom in history.

By the early 19gos mose American homes had a telephone,
television, refrigerator, washing machine and car = frems thar
would not beoosme stm'hd.n.rdpmmull E:mprlu&j:pubnr
years. With just & per cent of the earth's pogulation and 7 per cemt
of its land area, the Unbbed Staces by the mid- 19508 was prodacing
udmmmgwwmm[mulﬂohlmpw nearly &5 much
as the restof the wu'ldpl.ltmg)c&:-r What is plmnﬂa[]’- noubl:
is how self-contained America was in this period.
:95m.tmummdmmmmdﬁm;:pnmwuim
matroral product (an Americaniem colned in 1gqé by the
economist Simon Kuzmets, who won a Nobel Prize for his effores)
lnd&uuupnrntommdlm{qpﬂnm:.huﬁubﬂcm
rest of the world.

It did so partly by being massvely more cificient tham s
compenitors. General Motoss, with 730,000 employess, made 3
profic in 1966 of $2.25 billion. To equal this figure it would bave
been necessary to combine the total profics of the forry largess foms
in France, Brirain and Germany, wi employed about
3.4 million people. American companies prew bigger than some
countries. General Electric’s sales in 1966 excesded the gross
national prosduc of Greece. Ford was a bigger economic entiry than
Austria o7 Denmark. IBM generared more rurnover tham Sweden,
Belgium or Spain. And General Mosors was bigger than them all.

!ushmtl&eumlrhmmwuhumm:. secure and
i 5 Theet ¥ wa g an fall chirothe, jobs
Mwawwmp&tulﬂ. and stores bulged with congumer goods
of a richness apd diversity thar other nations could simply gaps ar
America had muly become, in the waords of John Kennech
Galbraith's 1958 book, the afffuent society, Only two things
chouded the horizon. One was the omnipresent possibility of
nuclear war. The other was a phenomenon mach closer o home
and nearly as alarmang. | refer 1o reenagers.

Teenagers, it hardly noeds saying. had always been around, but
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anly recently had they become @ recogrized presemce. 5o lictle had
they been noticed in the past thar feen-ager had entered the
language cnly a5 recently as T47. (As an adjecrive term-age had
been around since the 2o, bat it wasn't moch uied.) But in the
hesdy boom of the post-war vears, America’s teenagers made up
for lost tine. Berween 1946 and 1960, when the popalanon of the
United Seaces rose by about 4o per cent, the number of CECTIARErS
grew by 110 per cent a8 America underwent a massive balny oo
(though that verm would not be colned untl 1978, in an amichke in
the New Yorker).”

By ithe msd- 19105 [ECTIARErS Were Naf juEst rrq'_rwbu\c. but
disturbingly s0. To their elders they seemed almost another species.
They dressed sloppily, monopohzed the phone and bathroom,
listened eo strange music, and used perplexmgly unfamiiar verms —
wheeli for a car, iquare, daddyo, far out, beat, cood and cooliville,
wiat a drag, bad mews, big deal, chick, rear and meato, gone, real

They had a pamicularly rich sapply of words for the

gare.
culturally underendowed: loser, creep, weirda, square, drip, and

the much missed mose-bleed. Any stupid joke, particulardy if vowed
by one's immeduate relatioes, was met with a pained expresslon and
a withering ‘hardesharhar.” They seemed vo take pride in appearing
demenied and even created 3 word for the condinon: kooky
{probably modified from cuckoo)l, Movees like Rebel Withowt o
Cawse and The Wild Owe, and bools like O the Road and The
C‘d:hriulfuﬂyﬁnwed ﬁmﬁcﬁ'lfquﬂ'l.mbeﬁ.ﬂlfhcmd.
wilful, irrational amd possibly damgerous. One promment
peychologest, Robert Linder of Baltimore, gravely annoanced in a
senyes of bectures that young people “were suffering from a form of

collective mental llaess’, sagpesting that he may have had 2 wouch

of it himsel.

An pminous nevw tenm, iy delinguescy, began to (il news
pages and excite comment, The Blackboard fumgle, 3 va5s mowe
that deale with delinquency and cther manifestations of youthiul
angst, was thooght so sensational that Clare Booth Luce, America's
ambassadar to kaly, led a campaign to forbad its bemng shown
abroad lest people get che wrong impression abour America,
Apparently she was not wornied thar they mighn inseead conclude
that America no longer believed in freedom of expression. The
movie's theme rune, ‘Rock Arcund the Clock’, was for most
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noa-teenagers their firs experience of the music known as rock "
roll, 4 term popularized by a Cleveland disc jockey named Alan
Freed, who had srudied dassical srombone before takdng o the
aarwaves, where he introdisced has listeners to the music of Chack
Berry, Fars Diomino and other such exorics. He first began referring
w the music as rock v’ roll in 1eq, though ameng black
Americans the expression was plder, having originally been applied
o sex and laser o dancing,

.ﬁhuu:ﬂ.uhnmmd&msmwnfhm;u[m
pmwmmﬁnﬂwmm&ﬁrm&-ﬂahu
ome historian has moed, “America's 16, § mallion seens were buying
spame 4o per cent of all radios, records and cameras, moee than half
ﬁ:muchnnlrﬂmnimmdnﬂmum.ﬂ-hrdm
they were worth over $10 billion a year to the economy.™

Much of their wealth came from, and ofien reromed to, snnther
phenomenan of the age, the hamburger joint, which provided
mplwmﬂbrﬁwuﬁafmﬁmdahuuhmdfhc

the hamburger had been part of the American dier for
Mfaﬁm it undherwent a kind of apotheosis n the 19508, As
lare as 1o yo, pork was soill the mosT widely eaten mest in America,
and by a comsiderable mangin, but over the next two decades the
sinuation was reversed, By 1pre Amencans were caring rwice as
miuch beef as pork, nearly a hundred pounds of it a year, and half of
that an the form of hambuegers. One company maote than any other
was respomsible dor this massive chamge in dietary habics:
MeDonabd's. ,

The sory as comveyed by the company is well known, A
Ilhlunlﬂummﬂ]hjﬂnr CUrisus 25 to
why a small hamburger stand on the edge of the desert in San
Bernarding, California, would need esght Multimixers - enough to
make lorty milk-ghakes at 2 time, more than any other restaurant in
Amenca could possibly want 1o malke — and decided eo By our and
}uﬂlbﬂhmmmmhhnd,mbfhmm
and Richard McDonald, was small, oaly 600 square fect, but the
bargers wene tasty, the fries cresp, the shakes unusually dyick, and it
was unguestionably popular with the locals. Kroc ar chis time was
meramdd.m-mewhummmﬂbeﬂlrtuni
slowing down, but he aw an op here. He bought the
M.*.Dou:li‘lnnﬂandbq.mmm“m The imphication

403

defm:&tww Thag 9503 aud Beyord

has always been thas the inal McDonald's was an abscure,
ri.nl:y-h'l.l:nprnrinni.nﬁe of nowhere, iﬂﬂlﬁil!’”ﬂ!mh
the towering genius of Kay Kroc thar made it ingo the streamlined,
efficiens, golden-arched insttution thiat we know snd love today. In
wasn't encirely like thar

By 1954, when Kroc came along, the McDonald brathers were
already legendary, at beast in the trade. American Restawrant
magazine had dome a cover story on them in 1942, and they were
constantly being visited by m‘ph who wanted 1o see how chey
generated so mach rarmover 3o lirtle space. With sales af over
$ 150,000 a year {all of it going throwgh one busy cash register] and
profits above $100,000, McDonakd's was ome of the mose soccess-
ful restaurants in America. In his awrobiography, Kroc makes it
sound 35 if the MeDonald brothers had mever thought of franchis-
img il hecmru.llclrls, In facr, by the nime he vigited them rhq' had
a dozen franchised operations going.

Mmost everything later associated with the McDonald's chan
was invented or perfected by the brothers, from the method of
maleimg French fries to the practice of trampeting the number of
hamburgers sold. As early a3 1950, they had a sign outside
amnouncing *COver 1 Million Sold”. They even came ap with the
design of a sloping roof, red and whire tiled walls and inegral

|den arches = nor for the San Bernardino awutler but for cheir first
ﬁn{:hiu operation, which apened in Phoenix in 1952, two years
befare Krac came :jnmg.

The MeDonalds were, in short, the true heroes of te fast-food
revolation, and by any messure they were remarkable men. They
kad moved o Calilornea from Mew Hampshire (or ibly
Vermone; sources conflicr) during the depression years, and opened
their firss deive-in pestaurant in 1937 near Pasadena. It didn’r sell
hambargers, Then in 1940 they opened a new establishment at
Fourteenth and E Sereets, at the end of Route &, in San Bernarding
im 2 snug octagonal structwre. [t was a conventional hiriblu.rg!f
stanal, and it did uﬂuun:.lﬂ:_r well.

In 1545, however, the brothers were seized with a sirange vision.
They clesed the bustness for three months, fired the twenty
carbogs, got rid of all the china and silverware, and reopened with
amew, entitely novel idea: that the customer would have to come to
a wimdow o collect the food r‘ﬂl‘f‘l‘lﬁlnhﬂﬂiwl‘mhﬂlu
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Tlufmﬁzrrnl'nmrmum ivems = hamburgers, chessehuargers,
pie, crisps, ﬁl‘fu.mlkmdpnp Customers ne  looger
|punﬁd| hltlhq' i an their hamb wsbul: veend fherm
with ketchup, mustard, omions and pickie. The hamburgers were
made smaller — just ven oo a pownd — bue the price was halved vo
fifteem cenis each.

The change was a llop. Basiness fell by Bo per cent. The
weenagers on whom they had relied went elsewhere, Gradually,
huwﬂg:.lnzwlrpinfdimﬂhdﬂdnpod,dﬂhmilr,pﬂﬁqlnﬂf
after they added French fries and malk shakes w0 the menu, and
even mofe particularly when customers realized thar the foosd was
great and that you could feed 2 whole family for a few dallars.
Bedore bong McDonalds had almost mare busimess than it could
handle.

As volume grew, the brothers consantdy refined the prooess oo
make the production of foeod more sreamlined and efficent. Wich
a bocal Mﬁ]it—lhlpmrnnmﬂHTobuﬂnTmmind
almost everything connected with the production of fast food, from
dispensers thar pump our a precise dolbop of ketchap or mustard o
the Lary Susans on which twenty-four hamburger buns can be
speedily deessed. They introduced the idea of specialization - one
person who did noching but cook hambargers, another who made
shakes, anosther eo dress the buns, and 50 on — and developed the
o universal practice of having the food prepared and waiting so
that customers could place an order and immediately collect .

The parallels berween the MeDwnald brothers and Wright
brocheers are sriking. Like I:|'||E'W‘:|'i|,h:1 the McDonald brodhers
never marnied and lived together in the same house. Like the
Wiaghes, they had no speaal interest in wealth and fame. (The
MeDonalds' one imdulgence was 1o bay a pair of new Cadilllacs
Mreunnmd:r MMMMmmwleuf
wwmm]n
ﬂuudmnlphm:udbndmmaumdmzﬂqﬁmuhch
others would derive greater credit and fame, The MceDonald
broghers had just one distinction thar set them apare from the
Wrighrs. They dreaded flying, which presented a problem in
keeping tabs on their expanding empire. 50 when Bay Kroc came
aborg and offered wo form a parmership in which be woald look
after the franchising side of the operation, they jumiped ar his offier,
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Kroc was, ir must be sadd, a consummate seller of franchises, By
iad, the thlmhﬂhﬂﬂthSL? millhon, thene
were pwo handyed McDonald™s rest L and the T WHE
on its way to becoming a S ——— Krucﬂwv:d.mu
swccess in barge pam by making sore that che formula of the original
San Bermardino McDonald's was followed everywhere with the
enisk exacting Gdelity. His obsession winh detsil became legendary.
He dictaed thar LchoﬂM:bmgﬂ:mbedlnﬂr 187§ inechess.
across, weigh 1.6 ounces and contain precady wpﬁ«ﬂ:fal By
Mac buns should have an aversge of 178 sesame seeds, He even
specihed, after much experimentcation, how misch wax shoubd be
on the wix paper that separased one hamburger pamy from

another,

Such obssssivensss made McDonald's a suceess, bat i abso bed 1o
the creason of a caltare that was dazziingly wnsympathetic w
inmowation, As be ecounted in his sunohi , when a ream of
hiis maost erusted execurives suggested the idea of minature cutlets
called MiniMacs, Kroc was *so damned mad | was ready ro narn my
office into 3 barting cage and let those three gays have it wich my
came”* Their failing, b explained, was co think small. One could be
encused for conchading that their failure was to thanlk ag all,

Az an empire builder Kroc had mo peer, bur as & dietary
immowator his gifts were modest. As one of his baographers has
noted: ‘Every food product be thought of introducing — amd the Hst
sl — boenbeed i the marketplace.” In consequence McDronalds
eens i essentially & contimuing tessament bo the cavering skills of
the founding brothers. The relanively few foods that have beem
added to the menu since :gj;hzwnmlhh&ﬂ.m'ltﬂlﬂh
framchisees, not by headguarers staff, and have often drasm liberal
inspirarion from the crearions of competing chains. The Big Mac,
imtroduced nationwide in 1968, was invented and mamed by a
framchisee in Pictsburgh named Jim Delligar, though it was
certainly sinilar v, if not acruslly modelled on, a rero-parry, miple-
deck sandwich created by the Big Boy chain in California fourseen
years easlier, The Filet- O-Fisk was thought up by a franchises in 3
Carhaolic section of Cinclnnan who wanted something o offer his
customsers on Fridays, bue essannially iv is just a large ima
beum. Thee Eggg MeMuffin, originally called the Fast Break Break s,
came when a framchiser in Santa Barbara developed the prosorype,
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trom the Jack-m-the-Box chax

N‘mﬂﬂm.ﬁthl:boulﬁ‘a[mnuhhudﬂ:ﬂmhd Inan
average year, all biat 4 per cent of American consumers will visita
bcDonald’s at least once. Thirty-two per cent of all hamburgers,
26 per cent of all French fries, § per cemt of all Coca-Cola, and
meatly a fifth of all meals taken in a public place are caten ar a
MicDonald’s. McDonald's buys more beef and porasoes and rains
mare people than any ocher organizanion, the US Army included. It
is the warld's largest owner of real estate. In 1994 it had 13,000
restaurants in 68 cowntrics serving 1§ million customers daily.® So
mternational a comanodiny has the Big Mac become chat since 1986
The Ecomoneist magazine has used the cost of a Big Mac in various
world cities as & more of bess serious basis for an index comparing
the relamve value of their carrencies.

MecDronald's, like 50 much else of moden American lite, from
the supermarket to the shopping mall, was a cresture of the two
grear phenomena of the post-war years: the car and the subuwrbs.
Tu;:l:'h:rlﬁq' cransformed r]u'lulf Americans live,

Suburbs were hardly new in the 19508, The word dates from s
far back as 1525, and both sduerbds and suburbanite have been
current since the 18908, Before the American Revolution most
citbes had their subuarbs — places like Hardem, Mew York, and
Medford, Massachusens — bat they weren't dormitory com-
manities in the medern sense, Uniil about 1850, a suburk was
defined as *an undifferentiaced zome outside the city limits".” They
were largely self-contzined communities, and often the sites of
mamious enterprises that were il suited 1o the confimed spaces of
cithes,

Of mecessity, most people in colonlal America lived densely
packed mogether in omes — in 1705 Bostoa's 15,000 i i
font. Ml:wwmufh‘mkm -ufwwrdtfhfr

Wa was sisch an L
that until ngl when William Wordsworth coined the ferm
pedestriam, there was no special word m describe someane on fsat.
(Interestingly, pedetivian in the sense of dull or wnimaginative is
significantly older, having been coined in 1716.)

Mot anil the development of the sseam passenger ferry in the
viyos did the possibiity of retiring a night ro a home in & separae
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i mvanably elose I:lr] cofmiminify Bcg.in w take root. The
passenger ferry ransiormed & few places like Tarmyrown, Stomy
Point, and Brooklyn, Mew York, bat the expense, limised carrying
capacity and show spred of ferries kept ther overall effece shight.
The hiseary of saburkan living in America really beging with the
ml‘luﬁ. Srarimg with Nlpﬂr.iﬂe, Mlsnais, in iy, ﬂg]n-.,-
suburhs began to pop up everywhere, Orange and Secawons, Mew
Jersey, Oak Pack, Lake Forest and Evansron, inois, Scarsdale,
Mew York, Darien and Faicfield, Connecricus - these and handreds
of other communities were either created or wholly transformed by
the railways. Even California, a state not normally assccabed with
railways, spawned a number of such communines, notably Sam
Rafael and Pomona, " As railway suburbs grew, rwo new words
entered the lamguage, cormante and commder, bodh Amenicanisms
and bath first recorded in 18851

The growing popularity of the railway suburbs mspired am
entirely new type of community: the model subarb. As the name
suggests, mode]l suburbs were purpose-buslt  communine,
primarily for the well-to-do. Where raliway suburbs had grown
willy-nilly, often absorbing exisnng communinies, the maodel
suburbs were built from scratch, and offered ot just handsome
residential streets, bur evierything ebee their well-heeled otizens
could require: plrh., schoobs, shopping districrs and eventually
country clubs, (The Country Club, bl in the Boston suburb of
Brookline in 1847, appears 1o have provided both ehe name and the
imisde] for this most suburban of social cenmres.} Among the more
venerable of model suburbs are Beverly Hills, California, Shaker
Heighss, Ohio, and Forest Hills, Mew York,

The development of the streetcar in the closing years of the
mmud:urmrg-pmdulamwlmmndanmud
democratization t0 smburban living with the rise of serectcar
suburbs, whech pushed cthes fanber into the coumtryside and
offered the prospect of fresh air, space and escape from the wrban
burly-burly for millicns of office and factory workees and their

ies-

Even taken together all these early types of subuarbs pever added
up fo more than a peripheral fearwre of Amernican life, Two factors
congpired in the 15408 o make the suburbantzanen of dee counery
complete. The first was the need for cheap, instant housing
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i abver the war. The second was the rise of the
automohbile in the eary 19508

In 1945 America needed, more or less mmediately, Gve million
addicional howses as war-deferred marriages were consummaned
nndmtlmunlmmﬁuﬂﬂddwnnmsunnhmir The

and ch was bor adeveloper to buy up a tract
ﬁwﬂmmmlm:mﬂlnrnrﬁﬁﬂu with
bundreds —sometimes dyousands —of often identical ssarmer homes.
The masser of the art was Abraham Levirs, who began scamering
the castern stabes with h‘i:lmhl.h'.r.lfnukingmry
home bdentical and employing assembly-line constraction tech-
miquees, Levier could offer howses an remarkably low cost, At a ame
when the average house cost $10,000, Levir homes sold for just
I}',puu,u&ijlrmd\,mdrmdﬂmwl and they came
equipped with major appliances.

Soon boasing developments were going up along the edges of
every city. By 1930, one-quarnter of Americans kived in suburbs, Ten
years luter the proporion had rigen to one-third, Today over half of
Americans bive in suburbs — more than in anies, farms and naral
communines combsined.

As people ocked to the subarbs, jobs kllowed. Berween po60
and 1990, five of every six pobs creared in America’s thiry-Gve
biggest areas were i the suburbs. Instead of pouning
o che cives by day wo work, milbons of Americans hardly wem
inro she cities 3t all. In che chirmy pears from 1962, the number of
people who commured across counry lines = in effect, lived in one
suburb and worked in apother = tripled to over z7 million."* The
sabiirbe kad taken over.

As early as 1955, the phenomenon was noticed by the writer
AC, Spectorsky, who colned the verm exurbids for thas new kind of
comimuniey that was womally and ically idependent
huﬂﬁ:mullmwmm",hmm;m until 1991,
when a W Posi reporter named Joel Garreau wroe a
bmi:nﬂndﬂﬁwﬂiy,ﬁltﬁkvmhﬂ.ﬁﬁnnhliﬂ.;pﬂbﬁﬂm
gaaned widespread motce.

To qualify as an edge aaty by Garreau's definition, a community
muxst have § millbon square feet of aifice sface, 6o0,000 squaare feet
of shopping, and more people working there than living there.
Amum}umtmmm#mlummm
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one observer, a8 if they shoald light wp and play. The stybe was
called the Forward Look

Cars wene giwen names than saggested that these things wene not
|-tpuwuﬁal'.}:mhmﬂrmdﬂ'mmul Firadoms VB, Thimder-
brird, Tempest, Coemer, Fury, Charger — and lh-n camse wish
Enmsﬂutplmmdlhudymu&dqm comiort and
g ieamapes had beem part of
hmﬂkm:um:yhrmuur-nwl;r:ugmm
Soro was bmqunglmddlud'i *Fluid Dwive Simplimaric Trams-
mtsgson’ — but it was really the development of powerful V-8
engines, a direct spinatf of World War 11 eechnology, thar allowed
muﬂmmpﬂmﬁthﬂdpﬂyﬂrmﬂml&mrhﬂq
people the scope o scramhble for rechnological
actively suggested aercnawvtic qualies, like the 1955 Buick 'l"hldl
came with RSVP (shor for ‘Really Sensanonal Variable Pirch')
propeiler blides. As the ads explained, these changed their peich
“like: the om am anr liner, and what that does i geraway
from a start = o for a safery-surge when its needed out on
d'mm'hw is something you can only befieve from firsthand
experience’. Oghers, like the Thunderbird with its Trigger- Torque
Poswer and Speed-Trigger Fordomatic Transmisaios, sounded 8 if
thiey might have the capaciny 0 shoot down rival mosorisis. The
next year Thunderbird added Crsise-O-Mate Tramemsiosnon,
presumably o that the driver could keep both hands on the gun.

By 1956 cars had features that all bat promised lif--off. Chryslers

Packard offered Mew Torsiom-Level Ride and Tisdn Ultmm
Tramsmmission, while the Chevroler Bel-Air had a hold-on-ro-your-
hars feature called & Traple- Turlime TurboGlide, Mercary, mis-
reading the market, could offer noching zippier than Dream-Car
Driige ane Sear-O-Matic Dial that remembered the driwer's
favoured position, and paid heavily for its sechnologicsl dmidiry
with: lost sales.
The height of this rechno-excess came in 1957 when Packard
produced @ 145-horsepower Super Eight model, which came
with everything but a sbewardess. The vasnsed fearures
incl Prest-O-Justrment Seats, Flite-Glo Dials, Comsfort-Aire
Versilation, Console-Key Imstrmment Famel and  Puab-Burnon

410

il

Weleome to the Space Age: The tg508 and Beyond
York have about vwo dozen each. Almost all have been creaged
since 196, and almost always they are soulless, impersonal places,
unfocused collections of shopping malls and office complexes thar
are nﬂﬂm}; u}mpl‘lheh: to non-maotorists, Many have o
crossings, and cnly rarely do chey offer
whmhm*deﬂp-ﬂ:mhﬂ.mhm
effectively denying job oppormanities to many of those
left behind in the declinimg inner ciries. Abous one-third of all
Americans mow live in edge cities, and up to owo-thirds of
Americans work in them.'* They are substantial places, and yet
most people outside their immediate arexs have never beard of
them. How many Americans, | wonder, coald go o 3 map and
point o even the general locanon of Walmat Creek, Fancho
Cocamonga, Glendale, Westport Flaza, Mesquite or Flano?
Ancnymous or not, they are the wave of the future. In 1993,
nineteen of the rwenty-Bve fastest-growing communities in the
Undeed States were cdge cities,

I affordable housing was the first thing most returming Gls
wanted in 1945, then without question a car was e second, As
late 55 1950 some 40 per cent of American households soill did mog
have & car, but thae would change dramatically in the next decade
as the suromobile became not just a conventence of modern life
bat, for millions, a necessity. In the period 199080, America’s
populacion rose by 5o per cent, bat the pumber of cars q
until the number of cars far excoeded the mumber of houscholds
{because of two-or-more-car familbes).**

In keeping with America’s confident new age of marerialism, cars
'rnrbi y flshier and more powerfal in the post-war years. The

bm it all wag one Harbey |. Earl, a bong-time General
Mmt designer whose fascination wich the Lockheed Pojd
Lighining Bghter aircrafy of World War Il led him to pur outsize tail
fins on the 1948 Cadillac. The next year, racy partholes called
venti-ports appeared on Buicks. The year after that
produced the sheek, bullct-nosed Champaon DXL, which actually
bonked like a plane, and the race was on. By the mid- 19308 every
car maker was tarning out huge, Nasky, grinnmg-grilled, mulo-
toned, chrome-heavy, momstrously rad-finned road beasts dhat
weere the hallmark of the decade = cars that booked, in the words of

o5
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Comgrol Wrinkle-Resistamt RoboTop Convertible Roof. Unfortu-
mately it drove like a tank. Five years laser, Packard was our of
busimess,

The irony in this is thar virmaally mone of the modetn improve-
menis bos cars, such ag :Iil:th"l.br:.fhdli:ﬁucﬁun.ﬁ'oq:mhul drive,
torsicon bars and the like, were invented in America, Detrodr was
mare conferned with gloss and zip than with genuine research and
d:rdupmmr.rind within pwenty years it would be paying for this

lis l'jjj', Inee the midi of this barleheld of wechbological
hyperbole and aerodynamic sryling, came a car 5o inepaly named,
o clumsily stybed, so lacking in panache that it remains aimost
furty years bater a synonym for commencaal catasmophe. | refer, of
coairse, 10 the wondrous Edsel,

Iris hard mo believe novw what high hopes Ford, irs dealers and most
of America had for this car when it was annoanced o the world. After
the Ford Company's hage success during its first two decades, it began
to faleer dangerously, largely becawse of Henry Ford's extreme
reluctance 1o affer six-cylinder engines of models with a few curves
and a dash of sryling. bt fell bebind not anlly General Mosors, bureven
Wﬂnﬂry*ﬁﬁ;mdtﬂfﬁ: |gjmﬁ5ddup¢mbd‘_rnﬂ*c|l
success. A new mid-sized car seemed the best bet. Gemeral Motorshad
ot introdisced ame smee tee La Salle i 1927 and Chrysler not sance
e Flymath in 1928, Ford's mast recent effom it a breakthaowgh
vehicle had beem the Mercary way back in 193 8,7 The time was righs
for a new, world-beating car. In 1952 Ford began work on a secret
praject it called the £ car,

Huge care was taken with choosing a mame. Ford"s advertising
agency, Foose, Cone and Belding, drew up a list of 18,000
smﬁﬁm;mdhdmﬁndﬁdnhuﬂmfhjw.ﬁ:poﬂ
Marianne Moore was commissioned to come wp with a list of
names, and offered such memorable, if unusable, suggestions as the
Maomgooss Ciiguwe, the Uropian Turtletop, the Pluma Piliera, the
Pasielogram, the Resllemt Budler, the Viarsity Siroke and the
Astlamte con Moo,

All of these were carefully whinled down to a short- list of sixteen
names. On 8§ Movember 1956 an executive committee met to make
the final choice. After modh discussion it reduced the list oo four
favoured names: Corsadr, Citation, Rawper and Pacer. Then, for
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reasons that are much disputed (largely because no one wished
afterwards to be actively associsred with the choice) the panel
members opted for a mame not an the list: Edsel,

It weas named for Edsel Ford, Henry and Clara Ford's only child,
who in tum had been mamed for Henry Ford's best friend. The
name had been constdered once before, but had been discanded
when consumer research showed thar almost everyone dhought in
sounded like the name of a tradior ar p]uuﬁ.

Having shgnally botched the name, the company went on o
beoech thee design and producrion of the car, The chief stylist of che
Edsel was Roy A. Brown, jun. By all accounes Brown's inatial dessgn
was a winner,® but excessive tamperng — in particular che
w&aﬁkm:mm variously likemed 1o a horse

r or toilet seat = doomed ir. There was also the consideracion
that the Edsel was not very well made. The publicity department’s
pllnwummmw-ﬁn antomaotrve writers drive idenrical

wmmmmwﬁmmm

the first Edsels rolled off the atsembly lane they
mnnﬁdwﬂfnh&mhdhimwﬂu:wd
$ro000 apiecs — rwice the cost of the car — geming them road-
worthy, Even then it managed to have just siary-eight cars ready by
laumch day.'” A further setback ocourred when the Edsel made s
public début on a live national velerision special and wouldn 't star.

Edsel had the most expensive sdvermising oion of any
prieduact up o that ame, bat the company could give the cars
away,"? Two years, two months, $¢50 million and 1 16,847 Edsels
larer, Ford pulled the phug, and the Edsel became part of history.

Bur the sutomobile a5 2 component of Amencan life went from
serength to srength. By 1963 one-sinch of all American businesses
were directly connected with the car in one way of another."™ The
production of cars consumed 1o per cenn of American 3o per
cent of glass and over 6o per cent of the nation’s rubber.?" By the
15708, 94.7 per cent of American commusers cravelled 1o work by
car, About half had no acoess to any lorm of public
Thiey had eo drive to work whether they wansed to or no. Mumn

EBrom had gairerd b repanatinnin the by dheuigning 3 rrunnig concom
wﬂdlﬂﬂmﬂhﬁlrm:ﬂfm beir o esverermalty fd
elrvition's

s gy —m

bk i i
Ireland and Barbados ™ By 1988 impors, primarily of cars bt
also of cameras, televistons, radios and much else in which America
had once been self-sufficrent, acoounted for ower 13 per cent of
America's gross national product, and the country’s annual trade
balance had grown 1o 31 ¢e billion — aboar 3600 for every man,
womnan and child in the counery.

By rege America's sense of declinimg economic prowess
gemerated a volume of disquict that sometimes werged on the
irrational, When a professor of economics ar Yale polled his
smodents as to whick they would prefer, a sinsarion in which
America had 1 per cent economic growth while Japan experienced
1.§ per cent growth, or one m which America suffered a 1 per cent
downturn but Japan®s fell by 1.1 per cent, the majariay voted for
the laser. They preferred America to be poarer f Japan were
poorer sull, rather than a sinsation i which both became mare

prosperous.

Years before America suffered the indignity of watching s
industrial advancage evoded, it experienced a v less alarming blow
o its rechnological prestige. On 26 August 1957 the nation was
shaken o the core to leamn that the Sovier Union had successfulty
launched a sareliite called Spuwik (meaning ‘fellow earth
raveller'). Bever mind that Spumik was only about the size of a
beachball and rhas it couldn’t do amyrhing exceps reflect lighe. In
was the firstcanhboand object hurled ino space. Edinorial wrivers,
in a frenzy of anxiery, searched for 2 scapegoat and mostly blamed
the educstion system (a plaint that would be comtimually refined
md applied 10 other perceived national failings ever afver]. Four

lager America rushed to meet the challenge with the launch
u! its own Vanguard sareflite.’? Unformmately the savelline rose
only a few feet off the launchpad, tipped over and burst ingo Names.
It became known, almoss inevitably, as the Kapursik, A Krde over
three years larer, America 5 further humiliation when the
Soviets |lun-d'ndm:rl:-uh1p. Vastok, bearing the cosmonaut Yuri
Gaparin, which single orbit of Earth and rerormed safely. A
week later, Cuban exiles, with American backing. launched the
disastrous. Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba, and were rouned, Mever
had America's stock sunk so bow in the world.

ek & s
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fact wanted 0. Today the car has become such am ineegral part of
American life that the mdsimum distance the average American is
prepared o walk wathout gerving ioto 3 car i just six bundred feer

Desgwte the naton's aachiment 1w the car, felatvely few
mororing cerms have enrered the gemeral lexicon in e post-war
years, Among the few: gridlock, comed in rg71 bar mog in gemeral
usage ungil shout 1980, fast bene in a metaphorical sense (*lifein the
fast lame”) in 1978: drive-by shooting in 1987; and fump start in a
metaphorical sense [umip start the econdamy') as recently 35 1g8%,
And that is about it

What increasingly changed were the rypes of cars Americans
drove. Unbil the early 19708, with the exceprion of the ¥olkswagen
Beetle and a few incidental Furopean sports cars, American cars
were overwhelmingly American. {In 1544, for instance, of the 7.3
million new cars sold in Amenica, only 50,000, well under ¢
cent, were imports. } Bat then things changed as Japanese mmugg
hm‘.-n.mbﬂtddumrkzt.min]mn. which in the :ﬁmhﬂ
bumaiuhtm:ynmmwirl :ﬁnﬁmﬂ,tﬂu&mm
ominous senve of reliabibity and efficency. Japanese car makers
that few Americans had heard of in 1970 were by 1575 houschold
mames.*

American car makers, so im'mn'llh only a decade before,
. They comtimeed chuming out

{an Americanism of 1969) in

rhuwew magsively uncompetitive

mlﬁﬂwkln pmdl.lmnnmruqmnf the lapanese. By 1992 the
American car industry was losing $700 million 2 month, Even
those who parriosically mied oo bury Americes (an expression that
gained widespread currency in the late 19705) offen couldn’e. OF
the $20,000 purchase price of a Pontiac Le Mana in 1991, $&,000
went w0 South Kores, 33,500 wo Japan, and berween $100 and
$1,500 each to suppliers in Germany, Taiwan, Singapore, Bratadn,
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The cownery’s response was not entirely unlike thar of the Yals
economics srodents mentigned above, Without any idea of what
hmh&nﬁthﬂ&nﬂ:ﬂuuﬂm‘r the counsry enwbearked on
the most expensive sclemific enterprise ever andertaken on the
plamet wich the single ulimate goal of landing & man on the moon
bebore the Soviet Union did. On 20 July 1963 the goal was
achieved when Mell Armstrong seepped from his Apolloe 1t
spacecrafr and became the first person o walk on the Moo,
America was back on wp.

The heady first decade of the space programme creared, or
significastly rejuvemared, a clarch of words, among them re-emiry,
lifr-off, blast-off, mission comtrod, A-OF, thrut, buschpad, oeb,
ganiry, gliich (first recorded outside a2 Yiddish context when
spoken by John Ghenn in 1968}, and astromawur. What is perhaps
misst meeresting i how many space terms predare the space age,
thanks for the mose part o the world's abiding bove for scence
fiction, Among the words char wook flight long before any space
traveller did we fnd astramad (1880), space ship {1 94, space st
(ngzgl, rocket ship {2ga8), star ship [I?.!.':I « Sprace station (1938),
blast-off (1937) and spacemian (1942)

The space race did have many vechnological spanodis, not least m
the development of commuanications sarellites and even mose
particutarly in the advance of compuring. 5o wniversal hawe
compaters become in offices, banks, stores and homes thac it is exsy
o horget pust what a recent development chey are. Though the word
was colaed in 1872, for a type of adding machine, as late as 1956
there were o mare than rwao doken compurers in the naton. In the
following reo decades their numbers multplied vastly, but even in
1976, the year Apple Computer was founded, there were sill
perhaps oo more than §o,000 compuaters in the world. A decade
later, that many were being built every day.*?

Oine of the first popular investigations inte computers appeaned
im March 1961 when Life magazine ram an article, "The Machines
Are Taking Over’, about the mew phenomenon, In a vone of chirpy
awe, the author noted how a room-sized *robot” (3 word he used
throughout the story) had transformed the effiaency of the Braun
Brothers sausage Fectary in Troy, Oheo. When fed a stack of punch
cards telling n whae cues of mear were available, this device
“huammed safdy, it lights fickered, and ix riffled the deck of cards
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ower and over again’. Afrer just thinty-six minutes of rechnalogical
m lpcwtdwlhc-uﬂmn for making balogna:
of cow meat, 24 of beef, 1oy f chezks, 150 of beef
pl.nc._;n of neck bone mear, 24 of plemics, Ei; of neck erimmings, ro
of trim conversion, 2o of rework from previous barches”. Thar was
lﬂulﬂhnmﬂ&n‘thmlemnmbdl-gncmmh
company’s hexring and chectricity. Thiry-six mineees of intense
thinking sbowt beef cheek and neck mmmings, and it fetired
exhauseed rill the nexr day.

Tt dotan't seem @ verribly impressive performance now, but just
five years , Braun Brothers would have meeded several
mﬂmdﬁlhnnldlmmbwmnhmhmmpum
power pecessary to caloulace the best wse of beef plate, frim
comversion and the other delectable conuinsents of a well-made
balogna. Arjusc $ 50,000, e Braun Brothers computer was 3 saip,

The same article went on to note how 3 compuater in Glendale,
Eﬁhmmwwwiﬁegmm“ﬁ:quuﬂr
used by Beamik poets and tobd 1o creace its own poems, Typical of
mﬁr:im *Anto-Beamik Poem No. g1; Inseors’, which included

Al childeen are small snd cruiry
A all pade, blind, bumble warers are dexning,
A msect, dumb and torrid, comes of the daddyo
How is a insect imo dhis fur?
ﬂuwmﬂmmmnﬁﬂﬂmmrﬁdm
wwmmﬂnﬂ at a Los Angeles wffu-hnu. many
quite stirred up with admiration”.

Though the is a comparatively recent entrant into
J.l.ﬂ'ﬂr&,mo&ﬂ\: associated with it goes back half
a century or so. Comppaiter bugs dates from the 19408, There is, it
appears, a lieeral explanation behind ehe term. In 1545 a'hngp'l.ls

mml:mdwm utw.u.:ndmnnedd:hm” Bir |a.
mmo[hmr&mmmmduﬁunhnnm
though its obfspring, byte (eight bits for the technically unaware

dmudy&m:mmdww:hm"bﬁm},"
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Equally arbitrary & the Wimchester disk drive (first recorded in
print in 173} bt doesn't commemarate AN PEFSOH OF p{m, but
wis aumply the code-name under which 1BM developed the
rechnalagy.

Emnl;':::u'r have spawned many rechnical Innguages —
Aspembler, Pascal, C, C++, OLE, Liap, Ada, Fortram, Cobol,
Algai, Ciberan, and others almoss withous number — and these in
mm med:.hupuml:q But for the lay-persom
searching for lingnistic exc oomp world is premy
mch a dead phm Though computer terminology runs w mamy
thousands of words, the great bulk coined in the past rwenty years,
probably more than half are merely elaborations om already
existing wards [port, format, file, capy. array), and those chat are
original to the Beld are almost always dully and self-evidently
descraptive of their function (secroprocesior, ramdom dccess
maerory, disk driver, database), A slight exceprion is the operating
system known as DROS. Teoriginared as (-DH05 (& play on kwdos),
and stood, racher daringly, for Quick and Dirty Chperating System.
When Microsoft bought the firm in 1881, it changed the name m
the mare staid MS-DM0S, for Microsaff Disk Operating System.
That is about as lively a compater sgory a5 you will And.

Among the few compuater terms that have seeped imo general
usage are word processar and word processing (both coined in
T97e but not correnr owcside technical inumlh ‘hebnre 1977l
backer (1975, presumably from the image of one hacking through
a thicket of passwards, as with a machete), harduare and sofrware
[coined i the mod- 1 9608, in general usage by the mid-1970s), and
comipater viras (colned by an American researcher named Fred
Coben in 1984).

Thanks largely mmmmmrmmm&
English language & growing by up to 10,000 words 3 year.™”
'ﬂumg;ﬁ maost of these new terms are mzrrh.rx‘ techaical of of
ocherwise specialized application, many |1lr|d.mtd!- fovw inita the
miain body of English each yeas. The third edizsion of the Americam
Heritape Dictionary, published in 1992, contained 10,000 words,
abowr ¢ per ceny of the voral, thar had nog existed twenty years

The second edition of the Ramdom Houss anabridged
dictionary, published in 1987, anderwent an even more extensive
change, with jo,000 new words and 110,000 of its § 1,000 entnes
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revised or updated, Such is the sccumulation of new formarions
that ‘dictionaries are going to have io come our every six o eight
years rather than every ten 1o keep op with the [pew] vocabulary®,
an editor of the AHD said in an inrernew.”"

Among the many handreds of words that have entered Englash in
the last decade or 3o, one starkly stands oot AIDS. Short for
Acguired lmnmnene Deficiency Syndrowe, it was coined in 1982, but
didn't enter the general consciousness uniil about 1985, Previously
it had been called GRID, for Gay-Relaied fmmine Defictency, but
the name was changed — and, it must be said, the world's arrention
perked up - afrer it was found to be infecting heterosenuals,
pﬂmﬂluiyhumuphﬂuu.'lhnaﬁe for the active agent in ATDS,
the Human Immumodeficiency Virus, or HI'V, was coined in May
1986 by a committes of virologists after a year in which the viros
had gone by two names: LAV and HTLV;.

Before we leave the space age, one small cheworical curdosiy,
which oddly failed 1o artrace much arcention ar the tme, neesds
mentioning. | refer to the amerance of Nesl Armstrong when he
became the first person o set foot on the moon. As millions of
people watched, Armstrong sombrely announced: “Thar's one
small step for man, one giang leap for mankind.” The sentence was
repringed in thousands of headlnes the next morming, boe in the
excitement of his achievernent no one seems to have noticed the
wutodogy of it. According to the hisvorian Richard Hanser,
Armstrong was astonished and dismayed wpon his return 1o his
native planet to find that he had been misquoted everywhere. What
hthds.tl.dwn%ﬁtmmﬂlumhrdumoupmkﬂfm
mankind.’ The indefinite article had been lost in ransmission, '

A maore thorny issee is whether, in light of developments of
recent years, he should have in such manifestdy
biased speech. Bar thar umﬂ:m ——
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American English Today

I

Few issues in America have soaked up more ink and excived more
passion in recent years than the debare over education standards.
Falling test scores, a petceived decling in liveracy, and dhe frankly
abysmal pecformance of American students compared with those
of other nations, have all generated much journalistic hand-
Wrnging.

Troubling indicators of educarional failure are not hard 1o find.
In a comparison of proficiency in marthematics among sixth
formers from fifteen nations, the United States came rwelfth in

and caleulus and fourteenth in advanced algebra. (Hong
Kong came first and Japan second in all three. England and Wales
came third or fourth in all three) In a similar comparison,
American thirteen-year-olds did slighdy better, though only
slightly. Set against stndents from nineteen other couniries, the US
pupils came sixteenth in geometry, twelfth in algebra and tendh in
arithmetic." The conclusion commonly drawn from this is that
poor standards of education and economic decline go hand in
hand. In 1992 Yoshio Sakurachi, the speaker of Japan's lower
house of Parliament, stirred a brief bur vocal controversy when he
atmbuted America’s poor economic performance to illiteracy
among its workforce, One-third of American workers, Sakurachi
declared, could not read. Many Americans were outraged by his
ufterances, not 5o much becanse they were inaccurate as because a
Japanese had had the impertinence to express them.
ﬁbﬁnmmimmhmmnyﬂn:ﬁammilm.
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Defining liveracy is a complicated matver. The US Department of
Education divides liveracy inte three caregories — prose liveracy (a5
in books and newspapers), document literacy (as on order foems
and tax reburms) and guantitative Nieracy (iavolving the sor of
enatkemarical skoills necessary o caloulare & 11 per cent rip, say) -
and further breaks down each category into four levels, thus
gvh;&mﬁﬁmwdv:qmtdlnhctﬂnmwhﬁ w2 be Lverate
ar not, Ar the simpless level of prose literacy, according o che
department’s criteria, a persan Id be able to write a simple
declarative sentence describing the kind of job he or she wants.
Cm chis basis, 96.1 per cent of adule Americams are liverare — a
creditable, if mor especially ourstanding, performance compared
with other nations. But at a slightly more demanding level of
prose lieracy — being able to read a leading article in a newspaper
and briclly summarize its contents — the level of reading com-
pmmhmfalhm?ﬁ-ywwm Purt ancnher way, slightly
mare than one American adult in fve cannar read a newspaper
effectively.®

By even the most conservative estiemates, America has at lease
ewenty million adubs who cannot read well encugh o understand
the instructions on a medicine bottle or add and subtrace with
sufficsent competence to tally & cheque-book.” Probably the figure
s mmch worse, Moting 3 ‘national eendency to graduate anyone
who occapits a desk long encugh', the josmmalise Jomathan
Mashow quotes a woman in Jackson, Mississippd, who mld Ium- 1
went through twelve years of school and two years of
::i.lrg: 'mlh:-m ever leamning 1o read, and passed with l'rl.n;

Slw af & national failere to educare sadents to even a basic
bewel are mog hard o find. Ilhikmsmﬂnmh][nfhndulu
do mot have a high schoal diploma. One-third of the ¥
Kentucky aged twenty-five or older ase funcrionally illicerate.’
Throughout the country, lange employers like Ford, Motorola and
[BM rourinely spend huge sums reaching their workers the basic
skills thar schools kailed o impart. Just ameng privaze employers,
the market for remedial ing textbooks is worth $750 millicn
a year® — pood news for publishers, but hardly a source of pride
far anyone elue,

Any number of calprits have been cited for this natomal
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embarrassment, Some have blamed the shortness of American
school days (six hours on average) and schoal years (174 to 1Bo
days — only slightly shorter than England and Wales wath 190),”
Onthers blame the staves for neglectmg the central role of educarion.
In comirast eo most other connries, public education is not the
ptuu'\!ol:mlra] gow im the 115, Standards of artainment
and levels of funding are set by each seave, and many, particularly in
the deep South, have hisporically shown a less than wholehearted
commitment to raising the levels of eiher, Unnl & recenady as 1982
im Mississippi  school amendance was nor Even mandarory.
Previously each year up to six thousind dhildoen in Mississippi did
ot bother to start school

Saill others anribuwte dhe decline i learning o a lack of
encoursgement and amention ar home, as parerns increasingly have
hecome absent chroagh work or divorce. The econommisy Vicrar
Fuchs has caloulated chat parents m white households |pmdvn|1
average ten fewer hours per week with thear children than they did
in 196-9.1:11{4& homees the decline has been even greater ae twelve
heoars.

Almost everyone Cires television as a primary of secondary
factor. Wishout question, American children warch a lot of TV.
The average child aged rwo or older spends four hours a day, aboat
a quarter of his or ker waking time, plugged to the hox. By the tme
they are eighteen, Amencan children have been exposed to no
fewer than 3 50,000 commerciaks,'®

Alarmed by such figures, C-c-rqnﬂ in igga introduced the
Children's  Television Act, that hpw
programmes with some educationad value. The resuls , alas, was nat
berer programming but more creative programme descriptions.
Oine station described G Joe as *a pedagogical meol” thar *promoted
social consciowsmess” Im‘ll’imﬂufmﬂtlﬂlﬂ.mimﬁ‘thﬂﬂ.wnf
mass destrction”. Another described Clip " Dule Rescue
Ramgers as a valuable demonsration of ‘the rewards of ceam
effore’. The Flintstones, meanwhile, was found 1o promose inima-
nive and family values. A few satbons did provide some more
demonserably educarional programmes, bur a survey found that
the great bulk of these were shown before 7 a.m. ' Afrer that,” as The
Wmdﬂ;,%:m;uhwmhm
stufl.”

#E1




Muade fm America

While dhere is no doubt something in all of these consadera-
tions, it should also be noted that it is easy o give 3 distoreed
impresmion of educational performance. Consider the matier of
the American sixth formers who did so poorly on maths teses.
Whar almost all commentators failed o note is that secondary
mﬁmmﬁwmﬁtbﬁbﬂtmm'njd]ﬂﬂmﬁm
that of most other countries. To begin with, the American system
does pot encourage — or often even permit = sixth-form srudents
o specialize in a core discipline like soience, maths or languages.
Muoreover, American high schools are ml.]l,o-
mmﬁmﬂmhﬂﬂmﬂnﬂiw qpﬁ:ﬂ:
Eldnaldandwllnuntﬂiﬁnrfmmhllnllﬂwm:ﬂumu.n
may be argued, less a teszament 1o the far-sightedness of the
British education system than to the rigorousness with which the
less apt are excladed. Yet it was against high-flyers such as these
thar the American students were in virtually every case being

compared. )

The fact is that by most measures the American educational
system is pot ar all bad. Almost 9o per cent of Americans finish
high school and a quarter earn a college degree — proportions chat
pmmuuu:huummmd&m Fm'mu-mieiupuilllr.

improvements in recent years have been s Between 1970
a-dr:podumﬂmafmmummm
hﬁﬂoﬂwﬂ&mslmmm:!wm“m
is educaring more of its young, 1o a higher level, than almost any
other nation in the world.

There is of course buge scope for improvement. Any nation
Mmmdhnmﬁcmﬁmdihﬁﬁamﬂah
box, or where almost hall of all adules believe thar human be
were created sometime in the past ten thousand vears,™
has is educational workload cwt owt for it. But the conclusion
that American education is on a steep downward slope is, at the
wery beast, unproven.

Early in 1993 Maryland discovered that it had o problem when
someone mobiced that the state motto — Fath matchi, pardle
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femming ('Manly deeds, womanly words") — was net only odd and
faruous, but also patently sexist. The difficuly was char it was
embassed on a lot of expensive state stationery, and engraved on
buildings and monuments, and anyway it had been around for a
long time. Afer much debate, the state’s begislators hit on an
interesting compromise, Rather tham change the moee, they
decided 1o change the rranshition. Now when Marylanders see
Faiti maschii, fu.ml'r femine, they are w0 think, *Srong deeds,
genale words. ™™ Everyone went to bed happy-

Would thag all issees of sensiniviey in language were 5o casily
resolved, I fact, apary from the perceived decline of educartions|
standards, almost nothing in mrmhuﬂn‘u\d mare debate
or awakened 3 greaner polariry of views than the vaguely sll-
trlhrmn,;mr that has come v be known as political correcr-

5|rm 1991, when the term appears to have sprang whaolly
Tormed inve che language, journals and newspapers kave devoued
miach space 10 reports that have ranged for the most pary from the
mildly derisive to the openly antagonastic. Some have mreaved it as
a kind of joke (3 rypical example: 3 Newrsareek repoet in 1991 that
pondered whether restanrant customens could expect soon o be
brought a swomeny by a waitron or waitpersoon), while others see
it as something much graver. Under leading headlines ke “The
Mew Ayatollshs’ (U5 News o World Reporr), ‘Polincally Correct
Speech: An Oxymoron’ (Editor ¢ Publisher) and ‘The Word
Police’ (Library fowrnafll, many publications Bave assayed the

matter with a mooture of cutrage and worry.

Hmtm"rh: argaments distil down 1o rwo bebiefs: that the
English language is being shanghaied by people of linguistically
narrow views, threstening one of America’s most valued constiru-
tional fneedoms, and that deir verbal creations are burdening the
naticn with ludicrously sanitized neclogisms thar are an
embarrassment o civilized discourse,

Two suthors, Henry Beard and Cheistopher Cerf, have made
much capital (in every sense of the ward) out of these absurdicies
mmmLMpﬂmﬂm‘ﬂmmam

and Handbook, which offers several hundred
emﬂnoimm:hpﬂmﬁummﬂ
the slightest caint of bias. Among the examples they cine:
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Mhmhthld. custody sufie for 4 prison oell,
ievced for inmoxicated, allermatior derfanion
brfdlelnﬂh and stolen momhuman amimal careier for wilkman,
“lthmnﬂm:lﬂtmﬂrﬂ‘hmdﬂmdﬂ'umﬂumﬂnm
notes on sources is that almost all of these excessively cautious
rermanalogies, nclading those just listed, were made up by the
authors themselves,
mﬂumuaw&MImnmmmu
pointless, except that chese eniries have often been picked wp
I:q’nlhu:ll.ndmmdllmd hurnnpklnz 1992
artiche in the MNathom, which fefermed no the ‘g
of the poliical correcemess movement, and incladed several
examples — divolumiarily domicled for  homebess, vocally
chillenged for mute — that in Eact never existed before Beard and
Cerf Emﬂ whem a5 smusing padding for their curious
ook,

Maost of the genine examples of conerived neclogisms thar the
authors cite are in facr either justifiable on grounds of sensitiviry

challenged for mentally reearded), widely
mﬁdmmmcﬁmﬂ],mﬂmhﬂlﬁdhd&ﬂmw
be taken gical titwde Bor lie), the
mnl’mh\'mbﬁcﬁu like socwabogises or the military
(temporary cessation of bostifiies for peace), drawn from
secondary sources of uncertan reliabilety (persomppulnte foc
manpulate, taken from another book on political correctmess, but
not otherwise vetified), or become ndicalows only when grven a
barbed definibon [suggesting that wildlife managenent 5 a
common euphentem bor “killing, of permitang dhe huntng, of
andmals’),

Whar remain after all this are no more than a few — a very few
— scarered examples of genaine ridiculousness by exremdst users
Mmm;lmnlhwm':mlndmmb
involving dee removal of “man’ from a vamery of common rerms —
mgmmimﬂnﬁuk memstTRate it femstruaie, and so

o,
| don’c demy thar there is much that is worthy of ridicule in the
PC movement — name me 3 sphere of human sciviry where chere
is mot = and | shall dite some questonable uses presently, bur it
mnmﬁﬂdmnlmmrhtdwuudmmtmm

424

Made in Amevica
mn-tupuﬂ:[ﬂumﬂymnrqlmnfuhnjn-’lﬂ:ﬂﬂr
inconsequence. That many of the conventions of English usage —
referning, 1o all hamans as mamkind, wing 3 male pronown in
constructions [ike “to each his own® and ‘everyome has his own
visw o0 the matter” — show a similar tilt owards the male i also, |
think, beyond question, The extent of this is not to be under-

Dictionary of Bias-Free Usage, when Minnesots
"clnwﬁm:iu law-books, i mﬁv:-;?
referemices from state starutes, bar almost zooco

mmm"n-n:;mmmmnm

nl]:rlﬂb—tmmdluw

The , a3 many eritics of poliical correcmess have
poimted cut, is thar the avoidance of constructions
ﬂtlm'par-.lnnwilmmul

Firse, b venerabality (i3m0 defence.
ww:nummmﬂhm indeed, it
precise designation for @ parmicular level of
mental acuity, b loose, and evemrually crwel, lication
banished it from polite sociery in respect of the sul
Duozens of other words that were once unselfcomsciously bandsed
abaut — puss, crétf, migger — oo longer meer the medsure of
respectability. Just because a word or expression has an antiquiry
or was once widely used does ot confer on it some special
inammiEnicy.

Moreower, such words are often easily replaced. People,
Mwmmmmﬂmm
provide the same service as g half the
populace. Simce 1987 the Roman Cll:hnh: ﬂmrch in d1|.- Uhnited
States has osed 2 rext, the Reviced New Testament of the Neiv
American Bible, that s entirely non-sexsst. In i, Matthew 414
changes from ‘Mot on bread abone is man 1o live” to “One does moo
live by bread aslone,” Masthew 16:23, "You are not judgang by
God's scamdards, but by man's,” becames instead *Yow are think-
ing ot 45 God does, bar a3 buman beings do.''™ So seamlessly
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way of thoughtful debare and lew in the way of
harrumphing or feeble pokes ahowr waitroms *M{"Qm:"lnrm
ﬂimwmmtmmuimmmHm.“
the roat of the bias-free lamguage
semtiment: 10 make langusge bess unundm; or du-m-mmg o
those whose sex, race, physical condition or ciscumstandes leave
them vuinerable 1o the raw power of words, No reasonsble
persan argues for the general social accepramce of words like
nigger, chink, spazz or quesr, Vimaally everyone agrees thar such
wards are crass, insensitive and hurtful, Bur when the argumens is
carried vo 2 more subte level, where inmlerance or contemps is
merely implied, the consengus falls w peeces.

In 1992 US News & World Report, in an armicle headlined “A
Pelitical Carrectmess Roundup’, noted that “an anti-PC backlash
is underway, bor there are still plemry of cases of insrimarionalized
sillimess’. Among the ‘silliness” that amracted the magazine's
amention was the case of sradents ar the Universiry of Wisconsin-
Milwaukes being encouraged ‘1o go 1o 4 woy store and invesmgane
the availability of racially diverse dolls’, and of a New York
lawyer being censured for calling an adversary in court “a linle
lady"* and ‘linde moase’, "

Thar snsdents shoald be encouraged o investgane the avail-
ability of racsally diverse dolls in a racially diverse sochety seems 1o
me mot the least bit silly. Mor does it seem to me unressonable thar
:hm-bmuhmudmmthummmm
mlﬁ:ammmmnﬁrﬁpﬂrﬂ ande rh-er ak
US News ¢ World Report might have perceived a need for
courtesy had the opposing counsel been a male and the words
emploved been bub’ or "dickhead’.} Bus thar of course s no mare
than my opinion. And that im rim is the overweening problem
with any discussion of biss-free usage, thar ivis fearfully subjec-
tive, 3 minefeld of opinions. Whar follows are, necessarily and
inescapably, mine.

That a subde and pervasive sexual bias exists in English seems mo
me unarguable. Consider any number of paired sets of words -
matlerimictress, backelorispimster, povernor poiermess, courtier!
courtesan = and you can see in an instant thar male words
generally denote power and eminence, and thar their female
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have these changes been incorporated that | daresay few people
reading this version of the Mew Testament would even notice thar
it 5 sorupulously non-sexist. Certainly ir has mbwn&pmulof
any of its beaury or power.

Lhinrrumml.j', there remains in English a large body of gender-
specific termn = gamesmumsbip, busman's boliday, manhole,
frestman, fihermian, manihaughier, manmade, first baveman, and
others beyond counting — that are far less mmpnhhm modafica-
nion. Maggio notes that many such ‘man’ words are in fac
unexceprionable becanse their erymology is unconnected to man
the male. Marmacle, mamicurs and mamufacture, for example,
come *n:m the Latin for hand, and thas are only coincidenzally
“sexist”, ¥ Tallboy similarly passes musser the closing
syllable comes from che French for wood, “bois’. But in many
scores of others the link with gender is explicit and irrefurable.

This rwo problems. Firse there is the conmderation thar
many gender-hased words do admit of alternatives =
m'll'c.wnl.-r for mailman, flight attendant for stepardess = for

many others the mm‘m:d replacements are ambiguous, un-
familiar, ar clumsy, and ohen all three. Mo matter how you
approach ﬁ:m,urdrlyac:m hole and sewer bole do nm:dﬂn' the
immediacy of recog that hole does. G relip s mot
a comfortable rEpIm::m:rlt for pameseumship. Frosh, frosher,
mouice, melsamer, . tenderfoot and the other manmy
proposed wariants for fn-_n':m suffer from either excessive
coyness ar uncertain comprehensibilary. *

That is not to say that this must always be so, Twenry years
ago, chair for chairman sounded laeghable to most people. Ms, if
not absurd, was Derh.lnly contentious. Most m‘n‘!-piptﬂ-jﬂpﬁd
it anly fitfully and over the protests of white-hasred men in visors,
Today, both appear routinely m publications throughout the
English-speaking world and no one thinks anything of i There is
ni reason that gamestership and froch and sewwer bole should not
equally take up a newrral positson in the language. Bue these things
take time. Ms was coimed as far back a3 1549, but most peaple
had never heard of it, much bess begun o use it, until some rwenry
vears larer.

More perinently there is the quesnon of whether such words
can always be legitimagely termed seximt. Surely the movion that

437

222



Made im America

ome must nvestigate a word"s efymology before deciding whether
il issibbe suggeses that there i something madequaare in this
Wmtmumt[ﬁmﬂlmﬂﬂlmm
hlm:mmlhn;bmlhwh:ﬂdmmﬂw I ot sexist
n:_ﬂrmunmmuymwlm
ummmhltm Walkman of gometmanibip,
lmﬂhllmmmmn!p&r = thar doesn't say,
*Look, this is a word for guys only’ - i effectively neuter. Words
ll‘mnlmwh the meanings we them. Pizs is infra dig
palite company not because ﬂ'll'!n: soumething. mmn;?ﬁ.l}y
Mnﬁllmuwdmmhﬂd
the associanons with which we have endowed the woed. Surely it
ummmrﬂawﬂuwflﬂamﬂ:m-ﬂ
of the historical background of a syllable embedded in it, partice-
larly when chat word does not fire gemder-sensitive synapses in
most people’s minds.

My pount becomes somewhat clearer, | hope, when we look at
what [ deink is che greavest weakness of the bias-free usage
movement — namely, that often it doesn't know where w0 sop.
The admirable urge oo rid the language of its capacity to harm can
lead o a seabousness that is lirthe shoet of patronizing. Maggo, for
nsrance, CaMGons A ol o ‘use lefdhanded metaphorically; it

perperuates subele bur age-old negative associations for those who
are physcally lefthanded”. 1| would submat that a lefe-handed

person (and | speak as one mysell} would have to be sensirive o
Mpnﬂincfuumhmiulpﬂmdhmb}'numlte
“left-handed comphiment’.

Simikarly she cantons against using black in a | sense —
black bumiour, Mmmmw
oddly, blackowur] = mhwﬂkﬂ!ﬂtmﬂ.bﬁdmrﬂ:hnl
negative conmotation that subtly reinforces prejudice, Or as she
puts it: “Avoiding words thar remnforce negarive connotations of
bh&wmmdnmrwuhmbwr:mhnu&wﬂwyhr
pain these exp cause readers.’ | canmot p | to speak
hrbhrl:pmpk butulmmnnﬂlhelflhl:mngmhn

much “everyday pain’ from keowing thar the person
pr i gty e e

Even “violent e ioms and phors’ — o kill oo birds
Mwmﬂﬂﬂﬂ-mmhﬂmm
4all
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smash bit, one thing triggers another, to kick arossd on ides — are
o be excluded from our speech on the grounds thar they help 1o
perpetaate 3 culture sympathetic to violence.

Such assertions, | would submit, are not onoly an excessive
distraction from the main isswes, but dangerously couner-
productive, They invire ridicule, and, as we have seen, there is no

of people who ache to provide ir.

A final charge oftén laid against the bias-free speech movement
— that it promotes a bias of its own — is also not always easy 1o
refute. Maggio outlaws many expressions like a man’s bowe i bis
castle (and rightly in my view) bur defends a woman’s work o
mever dome on the grounds that “this is pariculardy rue and
wsually more true than of a man with a paid job and a family®. Just
because a sentiment is true doesn’t make it non-sexist. (And
amyway It sn't true.} Others take maners much further. When the
University of Hawaii proposed a spesch code for students and
staff, Mari Marsuda, a professor of law, endorsed the idea but
added the truly arresting belief thar “Haoeful werbal attacks upon
dominant group members by victims is permissible."!

With respect, | would suggest that consideration, reasonable-
ness and a sense of fairness are qualities thar apply to all members
of a speech community, not just to those who bold the reins.

L]

50 where now for Amenica and its distinctive strain of Englich?
One of the few centainties about the fumre for America is that it
will conrinue to become, tar more than any other
nation, a multiracial sociery. By the end of this decade, only about
half of Americans entering the workforce will be native born and
of European stock. By zoie, if present wrends continue, the
ion of non-white and Hispanic Americans will have
doubled, while the white popuolation will have remained almost
unchanged. By iofo the number of Asian Americans will have
quinmupled,
Many Americans see this a5 a threat. They note anessily that
alrcady the most popular radio station in Los Angeles is a
Spanish-language one, that Spanish is the mother tongue of about
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halil of the vovo million inhabivass of greater Miami, that 11 per
cent of Americans speak a language other than English at home.
Soumse have even soem in this & kind of comspiracy, The bne Senaar
5. L Hayakawa expressed his belief in 1957 that *a very real move
is afoot o splis the U5 into a bilingual and biculoaral sociery’.™
Though he mever explaimed whar sinister parties were behind this
mﬂwwuﬁilﬂ!{mupﬂ#ﬁ'h@#mﬂnﬁmmhtm
found widespread suppom, and led w formation of US
English, a pressure group dedicated to the notion that English
should be the sole official language of the Unsed States.

Im fact, there is no reason to suppase that America is any more
threatened by immigration today than it wad a century ago. To
begin with, oaly & per cent of Americans are foreign bom, a
considerably smaller than in Britain, France, Germany
ar mast other countries. kmmigration is for the most
pare concentrated in a few arban cemires. Though some nesidents
in these cities may fied iv vexing that cheir waitress of cai-driver
does not always speak colloquial English with the assurance of 2
mative-born American, it is alse no accident chat those cines whene
immigration i most profound — Miami, 5eanle, Los Angeles, San
Framcisco — are almost abways far mare vibraar than those places
like Dwetroat, 5 Louis and Philadelphia where it is not

Mar i it any accident chat immagrant are 3 disproporonate
presence in many of those industries = pharmaceuncaks, medical
research, endertainment, the computer h&:m-&umm
vital b0 America’s continued prospenity. A third of the engineers in
California’s sllicon valley, for imstance, were born in Asia. As one
observer has pur it: *Amersca will win becawse owr Asians will
Inear their Asians.'™

Cjuite aparr from the argument that foreign cultures introduce a

mmﬁmmmﬁhmmhu
ever been adduced o show that immigrants today, any more than
im the pase, persist with their natve wongoes, A study by the Rand
Corporation in 1585 found that 55 per cent of the children of
Mesxdican mnmigrants in America spoke English, and chat hall of
these spoke orfy Englsh. According vo another survey, more than
rnrﬂmnflﬁpmn.mndmmmmnm
that residents of the United States should learm

IFhlmnlanph{nhﬂM&mﬁnﬁ
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America’s immigrants are as certain today as they ever were: that
they will learn English, that they will become Americans, and that
the country will be richer for it. And if that is not a good thing, 1
don’t know what is. :
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